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RECORD BOOK
OF THE

SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE

Sir,

I HAVE the honor to report that, on the 5th instant, a party of Mounted
Marauders, from the hills, attacked some jutts proceeding from Rojaun to Kus-
more, and took from them forty camels, cutting down one of the men. On the

information reaching Kusmore, Russuldar Hyder Khan, with a party of the
Scinde Irregular Horse from that post, proceeded in pui-suit of the robbers, fol-

lowed their track into the hills, and came on the plunderers at Mundoo Ke Koonda

;

shots were exchanged, but apparently without much effect ; the robbers escaped
among the rocks and hills, where they were joined by a body of footmen, but the

Russuldar recovered and brought back the whole of the plunder, without loss on
our side.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Kurrachee.

Sir,

In forwarding the accompanying copy of correspondence, as per margin,
with Government, relative to the proposal for widening and

'^mlLrimh'jun'e.M''' deepening the Begaree Canal, in Upper Scinde, I have the
Fri>m ditto. No. 9,912, of houor to rcqucst that you will favor me with your opinioi^

ciosures"^'"'^'^'

"""^ *"'' «» the points noticed ija paragraph 3rd of the letter from
Government.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major John Jticob, Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, Jacobabad.

3^8401

8t!i October, 1831.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the
frontier under my command, during the date of my last report.

I have received intelligence of the assembly in the hills of some hundi*eds of

outlaws and broken men of various tribes, for the purpose of a plundering excur-
sion into the Kusmore district, and have taken measures to prevent or repel the

inroad.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,
Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Kurrachee.

loth October, 1831.

17th November, 185
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[Copies.]

No. 1,065 of 1851.

TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT REVENUE.

lotb June, 1851. From the Commissioner in Scinde, to the Eight Honorable Lord Viscount

Falkland, Governor-President in Council, Bombay.

My Lord,
I have the honor to report that, when I was at Khanghur, Major Jacob

brought to my notice the immense benefit which would result to all the country

north of Shikarpoor, if the Begaree Canal were deepened and widened so as to

enable it to convey a greater body of water.

2.—An inspection of Major Jacob's published Map of " Cutchee and the
" North AVest Frontier of Scinde," will show your Lordship in Council better than

any description I can give, the direction of this Canal (which is one of the prin-

cipal in Upper Scinde), and the pi'esent distribution of its water.

3.—It will be seen fi-om the Map that, after lea\'ing the Indus, the Begaree

Tuns nearly due West, giving off on its Northern side a number of smaller Canals,

which run in a direction generally North or North West, till they thin out and

terminate about the edge of the desert.

4.—It will be remembered that the surface of this tract of country gradually

slopes from the Indus, so that the water which, at the spot where the Canal

branches off from the Indus, is many feet below the surface, after running 40 or

50 miles comes out close to, or on, the surface.

5.—Hence, the further the Canal recedes from the River, the nearer is the

water to the surface, and the greater are the facilities for raising it, till at length,

near the borders of the desert it may, dm-ing the height of the inundation, be

allowed to flow over the fields, without the expense of any wheels or other con-

trivance for raising it.

6.—The soil throughout is naturally good, but, like most soils in Scinde, it

becomes intensely salt if left untilled, and unirrigated ; and almost all the wells in

the country become either perfectly salt, or more or less brackish.

7.—At present, newly cultivated land near the desert will, from the extreme

saltness of the soil, produce little but certain varieties of jowarree.

8.—Tillage and irrigation will, however, in the course of a few seasons,

almost entirely free the land fi-om salt, with the exception of occasional inciu-able

patches ; and by assiduous use of the wells, and by turning into them the water

fi-om the Canals, the most brackish wells become annually improved, till in the

third or fourth year they remain sweet all the year through.

9.—These facts have been repeatedly proved in all kinds of situations, and

under everv variety of circumstance, by Major Jacob, since the settlement of this

frontier, and there cannot be a doubt but that the whole of the district between

Shikarpoor and the desert might become again, as it has been in more prosperous

times, a sheet of cultivation.

10.—There are men now living who remember it so cultivated, and the marks

of such fonncr cultivation are everywhere now visible.

11.-—Of late years, as your Lordship in Council is aware, the Frontier tribes

have ravaged and desolated the country up to the gates of Shikarpoor. The few

inhabitants who remained were almost as lawless as their neighbours, and lived

more by retaliatory plunder than by honest labor.

12.—Since Major Jacob took charge of the Frontier, this state of things has

been completely changed. He has rigidly enforced the disarming of all within

our frontier, and has put down the practice of forays beyond our frontier, whilst

his posts of Scinde Irregular Horse form a perfect cordon of protection to all

within them against aggi*ession from without.

13.—In going from Shikarpoor to Khanghur, I passed over the district ; less

than four years ago it was exposed to be ravaged by forays of Hill Belooches, who
kept even the Brigade of Shikarpoor in constant alarm of an attack, and who,

within the period in question, carried off from that district a large booty, unde-

terred by a strong detachment of the Brigade, which went in pursuit of them.

14.—It was impossible not to be struck with the present altered state of

things. Single unarmed travellers seemed now as safe as elsewhere in Scinde, and
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the general sense of perfect security was shown by the improving state of the vil- hhIj juhp, isji.

lages, and the fact that the people now trust themselves, their cattle and gi'aiii-

yards, day and night, out in the open fields, instead of keeping, as was so lately

their invariable custom, under shelter of their \-illage walls.

15.—All were loud in proclaiming their gratitude for the present perfect peace

and security assured to them by jSIajor Jacob's arrangements.

16.—Nothing further is now wanting to restore the comitry to its ancient

state of prosperity than to give it, its ancient supply of water.

17.—To do this in the large district traversed by the Begaree and its

branches, nothing more is requisite, on the part of Government, than to deepen

and widen the Begaree, the great artery of irrigation, leaving the cultivators

along its com'sc to improve, in a similar manner, the smaller branch Canals

which convey the water to their fields.

18.—The details of the additional capacity which Major Jacob proposes to

give the Canal, are fully stated in the enclosures. The total

"April, °i852, with En- Gxpensc he estimates at Rupees 1,30,094, which he proposes
closed Estimate to divide between the English Government and His Highness

ditto. ' Meer Ali Morad, in proportion to the benefit each will derive,

^"ditto^"'
*'* ^^^^^ ^'^' ^° ^^^* Rupees 97,570 will be ultimately defrayed by us, and

Rupees 32,524 by His Highness.

19-—The return will be, at a very moderate calculation, an increase of

revenue of about Rupees 89,000 to the British Government, and 30,000 to His
Highness Meer Ali Morad.

20.—But it is not only in directly increased Revenue that the benefits of the

improvement will be felt.

21.—An extended and improved supply of drinking water for man and beast,

and better grazing of pasture, will tell indirectly, but very decidedly, on the pro-

sperity of the cultivators throughout the disti'ict.

22.—Still more decided will be the moral effect on the people of the country

:

it will give the means of subsistence to many thousands, and thereby, like every

such measm-e, strengthen our Government, more especially the reclaimed tribes of

Hill Belooches, whose colonies are all, with few exceptions, on the canals fed by

the Begaree, will find their means of profitable cultivation greatly increased.

23.—Those who are under Major Jacob's immediate influence have already

shown an excellent spirit in this respect. I have now before me, in a private let-

ter ft'om Major Jacob, an account of some late proceedings of Jummal Khan
Doombkee, once a notorious plundering leader, but since Sir C. Napier's Truk-
kce campaign, in which he was made prisoner, settled near Khanghur. He last

year obtained from Lieut. Farrington a gi'ant of waste land near Koomree, the

next post to Kusmore, on the Scinde Frontier. Here he collected all the idle

Belooches fi*om his owTi village and Lanadeyra, the Jekranee colony near Khan-
ghur, and set them to work on the old canal, which they have dug out, besides

making a dam about 50 yards long, and in the centre 30 feet high, very strong

and solid, secured with trunks of large trees, &c., to prevent the water of the

Canal flowing into a hollow. This has been done entii'ely by men who, ten years

ago, would have rather starved than touched a spade or hoe, and yet, when visited

by Major Jacob and his officers, they seemed as promlof their work as they would

have formerly been of a successful foray, and even those oflicers who had encou-

raged them to the work, could hardly have believed that it was executed by

Belooclu! robbers, putting into their works of peace, as they did formerly into

their plundering expeditions, a far greater amount of energy than the Scindee

cultivators.

24.—I have referred to this case in some detail, because one such instance

is worth any amount of the best reasoned speculation, as to the probable results

of measures like that in question, calculated to afford numerous opportunities for

similar improvements. Your Lordship in Council would, I am convinced, think

such results cheaply purchased at a considerable outlay of money, and will there-

fore, I am sure, accord them a place among the profitable returns to be expected

from that now recommended.
25.—As the Begaree lies, in part, in those districts of His Highness Meer

Ali Morad, which form a portion of Major Jacob's political charge, and as it runs

almost entirely through frontier districts, I would recommend that the work be
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loth June, 1851. placed entirely under Major Jacob's superintendence, the Collector and his Depu-
ties being directed to co-operate with him in every way, more especially by placing

at his disposal the ordinary machinery for canal clearances, including, if necessary,

the services of his Deputy, Lieutenant Dickson.
26.—There can be no doubt His Highness Meer Ali Morad would readily

consent to bear his share in a project so advantageous to him, but his pecuniary

difficulties may prevent him from paying down, or even promising to pay, his

share in money. I would recommend, therefore, that the same course be pursued

as has, I find, been usually followed in the ordinary annual clearances of this very

Canal. His Highness furnishes as many statute laborers as he can. If they are

fewer than the number at which he is assessed by the Collector, according to the

general and long established custom of the country, the deficient men are enter-

tained and paid by the Collector, and His Highness debited wdth the amount.
27.—Your Lordship in Council is well aw are that, besides possessing a more

minute and accurate acquaintance with the country than any European living, and
having brought all his observations to the test of regular scientific survey. Major
Jacob is, as a practical engineer, second to none in the Government service, and
I have not therefore thought it necessary to submit his plan for the criticism of

any other officer, simply because I know of none whose scientific attainments are

greater, or who could, without the labor of years, add to them so accurate a
knowledge of local circumstances.

28.—Moreover, the whole plan is so simple, and its results so certain, that

there is hardly room for any reasonable difference of opinion, the work being

merely the enlargement of an existing Canal, and not the excavation of a new
one, to the results of which some degi-ee of uncertainty must always attach.

29.—I trust I may be pardoned for expressing my respectful opinion that the

acknowledgments of Government are due to Major Jacob for maturing and
bringing forward a plan which, however closely connected with the great and
philanthropic objects he has most at heart, is not one which he was officially

bound to take the trouble of bringing forward.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

No. 9,912 of 1851.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
15th October. 1851. gjR

Adverting to your letter of the 10th June last. No. 1,065, with accompani-

ments, I have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to

transmit for your information the accompanying copy of a despatch from the

Secretary to the Government of India with the Governor-General, No. 337,

dated the 24th ultimo, relative to the proposal for widening and deepening the

Begaree Canal in Upper Scinde.

2.—The work, I am to state, cannot be commenced at any rate until a reply is

received from the Honorable the Court of Directors to the reference which the

Most Noble the Governor-General is about to make. In the mean while, it is

desirable that you should consult Captain Turner, and report as to the ad-

visableness and possibility of obtaining further information than has been afforded

by Major Jacob as to the advantages likely to result from the work, and its

probable cost.

3.—The Governor in Council is likewise desirous of being informed if culti-

vators for so large an increase of cultivation are likely to be found on the terms

estimated ; also, whether the increased volume of water from the proposed

enlargement of the Canal, is likely to suffice as deducibte fi-om the extent of the

existing irrigation, with many other points : for instance, as to how the levels

have been ascertained, &c.
4.—In Major Jacob's estimate, dated the 31st March last, there are

apparentlv errors which have been corrected in red ink in this office, so as to
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show the amount is Rupees (1,39,368 lU) one lac tliirtv-nine thousand three 1 5th October, i85i.

hundred and sixty-eight, instead of Rupees (1,30,094) one hic thirty thousand
and ninety-four.

5.—As regards the suggestion for the removal of the bunds in the Sind,

the Governor in Council, I am to state, would not authorize its adoption, with-

out being satisfied that the country at Shikarpoor, or elsewhere, would not be
rendered unhealthy by the inundation.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
To II. B. E. Frere, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government.

Commissioner in Scinde, Kurrachee.

No. 337 of 1851.

HOME DEPARTMENT.
Sir, 24tliS(.'pteml)er,18r)l.

The Governor-General having had imder his consideration the papers sub-

mitted with your letter. No. 8,718, dated the 1st instant, relative to the widening
and deepening of the Begaree Canal in Upper Scinde, directs me in reply to make
the following communication.

2.—The Governor-General can have no hesitation in his expressing his

cordial approval of the general proposal for widening and deepening the irriga-

tion canal above adverted to, when so many, so great, and such immediate
advantages may be expected from it.

3.—The question of estimate, calculations, &c., are details for which the

Government of Bombay is responsible, and which his Lordship leaves to the

Right Honorable the Governor in Council, without interference on his part.

4.—If the work can be executed for anything like the sum named, and if it

be likely to produce anything like the return anticipated, its early execution is

very desirable.

5.—Adverting to the very peculiar relations existing at this moment
between the British Government and His Highness Meer Ali Morad, whose
consent will be necessary to the commencement of any operations on this Canal,

which partly passes through his territory, and adverting further to the proba-

bility that instructions will, within a very short time, be received from the Court
of Directors, which will indicate the measures to be adopted by the Government
of Bombay towards His Highness, the Governor-General would advise the

Governor in Council not to open the question with His Highness at the present

moment.
6.—This act of caution cannot involve a delay of any consequence. In the

mean time, the necessary sanction of the Court of Directors to the proposed

expenditure will be sought.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. M. ELLIOTT,
Secretary to Government of India,

with the Governor-General.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary to Government.

(True Copies.)

(Signed)
Assistant Commissioner.

To II. E. Goldsmid, Escjuire,

Secretarv to the Government, Bombay.
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No. 1,301.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
nil July, 1851. Sir,

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter. No. 129, dated the l/th

ultimo, I have the honor to forward extract paragTaphs 66 to 80 of my letter

to Government, No. 857, of the 21st May last, relative to the political duties of

the frontier, and to request that you will be good enough to inform me what

establishment will, in vour opinion, be sufficient to enable you satisfactorily to

discharge the duties indicated by me; including an establishment for your

PoUtical Assistant.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner m Scinde.

To Major Jacob, Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 66 to 80 of a letter from the Commissioner
in Scinde, No. 857, dated 21st May, 1851, to the Right Honorable the

Governor in Council, Bombay.

Political duties in p^j.. 66.—There is ouc poiut which, as being connected with the fiscal

duties of the Collector of Shikarpoor, requires notice here, though its discussion

belongs more properly to the Political Department.
67.—^The duties formerly entrusted to a separate officer, as Resident at

Khyrpoor, have, for the last two years, been transferred to the Collector of

Shikarpoor.

68.—I cannot tell how matters might go on if the CoUectorate were once fairly

settled, but at present the arrangement does not, in any respect, work well. The
Collector, already overburdened with far more work than he can perform, has his

attention distracted by an entirely foreign, and, as matters now stand, not very

compatible class of duties, which, for their proper performance, require far more
undivided attention than the Collector can possibly give them. His Highness
the ]\Ieer is obA-iously discontented at getting only a portion of the time and
attention of an overworked officer, who has other most pressing duties to attend

to; and this too even lately, when he personally liked the Collector and Political

Agent (Mr. George Inverarity) as well, if not better, than any officer with

whom he has had to do.

69-—But the principal e\i\ is the divided authority regarding the political

duties at one and the same Court. As regards all the Meer's possessions on the

right bank towards Kusmoi'e and the Murree Hills, Boordika, and his other

frontier districts, Major Jacob is necessarily the medium of communication with

the Meer, and the duty could not, without very serious risk to the peace of the

frontier, be entrusted to other hands. ]Major Jacob's authority, however, is con-

fined to matters aff"ecting the fi'ontier, and with regard to all others the Meer
communicates with the Collector.

70.—The consequence is, as might be easily supposed, a divided and
imcertain policy, sui'e to produce misunderstanding—a state of things of which
His Highness naturally avails himself when it suits his purpose.

71.—Our relations with His Highness cannot, at present, be placed on a

very satisfactory footing, till matters now, I believe, under reference to the

Government of India, are disposed of; but the state of our relations with him is

rendered far more unsatisfactory than it need be by the present division of agency

in our intercourse with him ; and while such division exists, I cannot feel free

from apprehension that serious inconvenience may one day be experienced.

72.—As a great, and, perhaps, in some respects, the more important share

of the duty is now entrusted to Major Jacob, and cannot, without risk, be taken

fi'om him ; and as he is pre-eminently qualified, in every respect, for efficiently

discharging the whole, I would very strongly recommend that the whole be

entrusted to him.
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73.—For somewhat similar reasons, I would advocate the whole charge of roiiticai duties in

the Colonies of Roogtees, Doombkees, Rumdanees, and Iskranees, being made over
''''^'^

to him. The Colonies of the three latter tribes, though nominally under the Col-

lector, are, from their close proximity to Khanghur, and Major Jacob's unequalled

personal influence over the people, in point of fact more under him than any one
else, and the benefits of his influence are most conspicuous. They arc so far out

of the Collector's way, that he cannot possibly look after them efliciently ; but
while he can do little good, he may do much harm, with the best possible intentions.

74.—I think, then-fore, that there can be no doubt they should be wholly

and solely under Major Jacob's control.

75.—The arrangement of proximity will apply less forcibly to the Boogtee
Colony, near Larkana ; but I am by no means satisfied with its present condi-

tion, and feel convinced it would be far better to place it also under Major Jacob,

to whom the Boogtee colonists there even now look for counsel and assistance in

difliculties as to their natural protector.

76.—I would, in fact, constitute Major Jacob Political Agent, not on the

frontier only, but throughout Upper Scinde, as far as His Highness Meer All
Morad and these colonists are concerned.

77.—But to enable him to discharge the additional duty thus imposed
upon him, some additional assistance will he requisite.

7S.—Indeed, even as matters now stand, he requires further aid. His per-

sonal knowledge of every person and place within his range, is so minute and
accurate, and he reduces everything to so perfect a system, that he gets through
the work, and it is done, as Government is aware, most efficientlv ; but I doubt
if this could be done by any other man in the Government service ; and as it is

most desirable that arrangements so excellent and important, in every point of

view, should not be left too dependant on the life or health of any one man, I

think he should have under him a " Frontier Staff" Officer," whose appointment
would not only relieve Major Jacob of a great mass of details, but render matter
of official record much which may otherwise be lost, and which is of the utmost
importance to the maintenance of the present admirable system of frontier

guardianship.

79-—The duties of such a Frontier Staff" Officer would, however, be to a

great extent military, and to aid Major Jacob in his other duties, I would
recommend that he have a separate assistant for political duties, on Rupees eight

himdred per month, with a very small establishment, and that he should reside

as Major Jacob may from time to time think fittest, at Sukkur, KhvTpoor, or

elsewhere.

80.—I would beg distinctly to state it as my opinion, from what I have seen of

the Meer and our intercourse with him, that unless some such plan be followed,

and the duties of Political Agent are severed from those of Collector, at least until

the Colle(!tor's own duties are reduced to something like system, vei^y serious

embarrassment will one day be experienced.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) II. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner.

Sir, 8th July. \»r>\.

I have the honour, by direction, to forward von copv of a letter, No.
494, from the Assistant Adjutant-General, Scinde Division, I'or your information.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. HARVEY, Lieut.,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Major of Brigade.
Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

Sir,

Major Jacob's letter. No. 110, of the 21st May last, having been submitted
by the Brigadier-General Commanding the Division to Army Head-Quarters for

the perusal of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I am instructed to inti-

3rd Jiilv. 1851.
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3rd July, 1851. mate that the vigilance and energy evinced by the officer commanding at Kus-

more, and his detachment of of the Scinde Horse on the occasion referred to, has

His Excellency's warm approbation, and General Manson will feel obliged by

your commmiicating the same to Major Jacob.

(Signed) E.' GREEN, Lieut. - Col.,

To Brigadier Wilson, K. H., Assistant Adjutant-General,

Commanding in Upper Scinde. Scinde Division of the Army.

21st July, 1851. Sir,

I have the honor, by direction, to forward copy of a letter, No. 529, from the

Assistant-Adjutant-General, Scinde Division of the Army, and its accompaniments,

for your information.

To Major Jacob, C.B., (Signed) H. HARVEY, Lieut.,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse. Major of Brigade.

15th July, 1851. SiR,

I am directed by the Brigadier-General commanding the Division, to trans-

mit to you, herewith, a star of the 2nd Class of the order of British India, with

a supply of ribbon, for presentation to Russuldar and Bahadoor Meer Furzund
Ali, of the 1st Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse, appointed to that distinction by

the Government of India, and to request that, in the event of the weather being

propitious, so as to render travelling practicable by you, at this season of heat,

you will be pleased to present the star at Khanghur to the Russuldar, in the pre-

sence of Major Jacob, C.B., and the officers and men of the two Regiments of

Scinde Horse assembled on parade for the purpose, giving to the ceremony every

eclat and publicity which circumstances will permit, and at the same time causing

the object thereof to be clearly explained to the assembled troops.

In the event of the great heat preventing your journeying to Khanghur, and
presenting the star in person. General Manson will feel obliged by your causing

the same to be done at the hands of Major Jacob, and he directs me to add how
much he regrets that he cannot have the satisfaction of presenting personally to

the Russuldar so appropriate a reward of long and distinguished service.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieutenant-Colonel,

To Brigadier Wilson, K. H. Assistant Adjutant General.

Commanding Upper Scinde, Shikarpoor.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) H. HARVEY, Lieutenant,

Major of Brigade, Upper Scinde.

5lli September, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor, in reply to your letter, No. 188, dated the 22nd ultimo,

to transmit for your information copy of two letters ad-

18th JuV,°i 851.
' " '" dressed by me to Government on the subject of your Office

Letter No. 1,501, dated the EstabHshment, replies to which I hope shortly to receive.
1st- August, 1851. ' ^ T 1 o o

1 have, &c., &c.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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MV Lord, IStl. July, 185I.

1 have the honor, in reference to previous correspondence noted in the

margin, on the subject of the office establishment of the

<iatcd 9th'i\i>riri85o°'
''^^'

Political Superintendent on the Frontier, to submit for

^
From Govcinmeiit, No. the Consideration of your Lordship in Council the enclosed

"' From' Government, No. copy of a letter from that officer, No. 129, dated the l/th
943, dated 28th May, 1850. ulti'mO.
From Government, No. -.'tii i ici

2.906, dated 1.5th June 1850. 2. 1 would most strongly recommcnd, tor the reasons

^ FrTI ,^?IT^T"\\:.^"- assioiied bv Major Jacob, that the establishment in question
6.470, dated 9th Dec. 1850. . , "

i y> • • •

be made a permanent one, and put upon an emcient tooting

;

and with this view I have ascertained that the following cstablishiiient will be
sufficient to enable Major Jacob to carry out the measures propostnl in paragi'aphs

66 to 80 of my letter to Government, No. 857, of the 21st May last.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

For the Political Superintendent.

1 English Writer . . . . Rs. 80
1 Mounshee . . . . . .60
1 Persian Writer 30
6 Chuprassees at 6 rupees each. . . 36

Stationery 40—246

For the Political Assistant.

1 English Writer .
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istii July, 1851. and establishment, many more, equally practicable and beneficial, would, I am
confident, follow.

9.—It is not right that the expense of such labours, at present perfectly volun-

tary on his part, should be throvra on Major Jacob ; and, for the same reason, I

would very strongly recommend that he should receive a separate salary of not less

than Rupees 1,000 per mensem for his Political duties, for which he now receives

nothing whatever, extra to his pay as Commandant of the Scindc Irregular Horse.

I have not a shadow of doubt but that the extra expense would be repaid to

Government many fold, and that \\-ithin the course of a season or two.

10.—The circumstances are very similar to those under which Government have,

at different times, and always with such excellent effect, morally and financially,

sanctioned Bheel agencies and other similar appointments, the points of difference

in the two cases being all in favour of the measure now advocated, viz. :

—

1st. That the agency to which the duty is to be entrusted, is already organized

and on the spot, and waits only the authority to act in improving the country

otherwise than as Major Jacob now acts, as a volunteer, and the means of doing

so through the moderate establishment now asked for.

2nd. That the people to be reclaimed are not like Bheels, a jimgle-race, only

a remove above the beasts of the forest, but a race more than half civiUzed

—

turbulent and sanguinary, it is true, in their habits hitherto, but possessing the

energy^ and much of the capacity, both intellectual and physical, calculated to

make a fine race of civilized men.

3rd. That their reclamation to settled and orderly habits is no longer a problem,

but a proved possibility, of which numerous and striking instances have already

been afforded in a great measm'e by ]\Iajor Jacob's volunteer efforts in the

cause.

4th. That the country to be settled and impi'oved is not a feverish jungle, but

a country which, though for years a desert, through the want of a settled and
powerful government, has supported, and can at any time again support, as large

a population, and can pay as much revenue per square mile, as any district in this

fertile province.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scmdc.

To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland,

Governor and President in Council, Bombay.

P.S.—I have no doubt whatever, that if the plan I have above proposed were

sanctioned, a very considerable saving might be effected in the military charges

of Upper Scinde. But this is a subject into the details of which I hardly feel

authorized to enter on this occasion. It involves, moreover, other considerations

than those which seem to me sufiicient to justify the increase applied for, viz.,

the necessity for making adequate provision for the duty required by Govern-

ment, and the certainty that the efficient provision for a proper discharge of such

duty will largely add to the Government revenue.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner.

1st August, 1851. My Lord,
In transmitting the accompanying copy of a memorandum from the Civil

Auditor, dated the 7th ultimo, with copy of a letter from Major Jacob, Political

Superintendent, No. l62 of the 24th idem, relating to the continuance of his

temporary office establishment, I have the honor to recommend that a further

sanction for six months be accorded, pending a consideration by your Lordship

in Council of the propositions contained in my letter. No. 1,38/, of the 18th

idtimo.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE.
Commissioner in Scindc.

To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland,

Governor and President in Council, Bombay.
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Mv Lord, Ist October, 1851.

I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from Major Jacob, Political

Supi'rintondcnt on the Frontier, for the information of the Right Hon. the

Governor in Council.

2.—The piu*suit described in the first paragi-aph of that communication was
marked by the promptitude and perseverance of which the Scinde L*regular

Horse have given so many examples.

3.—The intelligence contained in the second paragraph is in accordance with

the expectations formed of the probable policy of the late Vizier's son and suc-

cessor, and appears to be authentic.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland,

Governor and President in Council, Bombav.

Sir,

I am directed by the Right Hon. the Governcn* in Council to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter, No. 2,()4(), dated the 1st instant, forwarding copy of

one from Major Jacob, Political Superintendent and Commandant on the Fron-
tier of U])per Scinde.

2.—In reply, I am desired to state, that the pursuit of the robbers by parties

of the Scinde Horse is, as usual, deserving of approbation.

3.—I am further instructed to infonn you, that in case of your being able to

supply Government with intelligencie of events towards Persia, or generally be-

yond the Frontier of Scinde, its value cannot be estimated without an approxi-

mation to correctness in dates, which will allow it to be tested with that obtained

from otlier sources.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
To 11. B. E. Frere, Esq., Chief Secretary.

Commissioner in Scinde.

21st Octolier, 1851.

Sir,

In consequence of the Murrec tribe having assembled in the hills for evil

purposes, and having tlireatened to make a predatory inroad into the ])lain

country, I am at Sholipoor with two squadrons of the Scinde Irregular Horse to

watch tlie movements of the mountaineers. His Highness the Khan of Kelat
has lately arrived at Gundava, and I am informed that he purposes shortly

moving a force to attack the Murree plunderers in their hills.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Mnl Dcocmlicr. 18.")1,

Sir, 5th February, 1851.

I have the hcmor to report that on the 2nd February, 1851, two armed
robbers from the hills attempted to steal some camels from the neighbourhood of

Koomrce ; the jutts gave the alarm, and a patrol of the Belooche Mounted
Guides, which was passing at the time, followed the robbers towards the hills.

When the patrol approached, the thieves drew their swords and attempted to

resist, but were captured unhurt, and brought in prisoners.

On appearing before me at Khangbur on the .5th February, the prisoners

stated that their names are Peeran and Bushan, that they are Mussoree Boogtees
from Barkoon, which place they left about fifteen days ago, for the purpose of
plundering in Scinde; that they remained a few days at Beebrack-Ke-l)evra, and
thence proceeded to steal camels near Kundkote, where they were seized by
Pandey Kosah, as above mentioned.

I have committed the men to jail, pending the receipt of instructions from vou
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5tii February, 1851. regarding them, and beg leave strongly to recommend that these prisoners, as

well as others imprisoned mider similar circumstances, be transported beyond sea,

or imprisoned for life, for the reasons discussed in former correspondence with

the Commissioner in Scinde.

Nothing of importance has occurred on the Frontier under my command during

the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

ISth March, 1851. SiR,

It being of vital importance to the troops and inhabitants of Khanghur that

the Indus water reach that place as early as possible in the season, I have the

honor to request that you will be good enough to order the mouth of the Begaree
Canal to be opened forthwith.

I am informed that water in the river is already high enough to enter the

Begaree, and if if it shoidd again subside, still once filling the tank at Khan-
ghur would be a most important advantage.

The excavation of the Begaree Canal some time ago was carried beyond the

mouth of the Noorwah, so that the admission of the water so far will not inter-

fere with that work.

(Signed)

To the Collector of Shikarjioor.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

19th March, 1851. Sir,

I have the honor to report that Mahomed Hussan, Minister of His High-
ness the Khan of Kelat, visited me at Khanghur on the 11 th instant, and took his

departure this morning.

Mahomed Hussan has again made earnest application in the name of His
Highness the Khan for pecuniary assistance from the British Government, but
has nothing more to adduce in favor of such a grant than has already been
brought to the notice of your predecessor by me, vide letters No. 256, of the 20th
November, and No. 269, of the 8th December, 1849, and which has been laid

before and replied to by the Government of India, vide letter from the Commis-
sioner in Scinde to me, No. 880, of the l6th May, 1850, with accompaniments.

I have explained to the ISIinister that all that he has mentioned and urged in

favor of his application had been on the former occasion fully and fairly laid bv
me before Government, which had decided against granting any assistance to

His Highness the Khan of Kelat, and that I could now do no more than report

to you his renewed request, without the least hope of its being complied with.

Mahomed Hussan was accompanied by the Boogtee Chief, Islam Khan, and
by Belooch Khan, of Lharee, the head of the Doombkee tribe. The latter has
petitioned that Wuzzeer Khan, son of the deceased Chief, Beejar Doombkee, and
the rest of his tribe, who wei'e settled near Khyi*poor, in the custody of His
Highness Meer Ali ]\Iorad, after the hill campaigii of 1845, may be allowed to

return to Cutchee and reside with him—Belooche Khan, at Lharee. Belooche
Khan, offers to be security for the future good conduct of these men, and his

request is backed by the ]\Iinister, Mahomed Hussan, and by His Highness the

Khan of Kelat. Wuzzeer Khan, the son of Beejar, has none of the influence or
power of his father ; he is, in fact, despised by all men as a tlrmiken debauchee

—

his character is contemptible, and it matters little whether he be released from
restraint or not, or where he be allowed to reside. Belooche Khan is a very
peaceably disposed person, and though the head of the whole Doombkee tribe,

never had anything to do with that part of it which, under Beejar Khan, so lono-

plundered this country. After the severe lesson which has been taught them,
and being without leaders of note, I am of opinion that, if these Doombkees were
released, they would reside quietly mth their Chief at Lharee.



SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 13

When these men were captured or allowed to surrender in the hills, 1 am of ^^"i MarcU, issi.

opinion that it would have been far better to have removed them to such a dis-

tance as to preclude all thought of returning to their country, but as they have

been settled so near the border and their former abodes, and are able to hold

frequent intercourse with their brethren in Cutchee, a sort of feverish restless

state of feeling is kept up amcmg them, which appears to me to be a greater e\dl

than any likely to ensue from their release ; wherefore, under all the circum-

stances of the case, I think that the petition of Belooche Khan might be granted

without inconvenience or danger.

The Boogtee Chief, Islam Khan, appears very penitent and submissive. He
begged of Mahomed llussan to endeavour to make his peace with the British

Government, offered to give full security for good conduct in future, and recjuested

the Kelat Government to allow him to leave his hills and reside in the plain

of Cutchee. At the request of the Minister, I allowed Islam Khan to attend

him on his visit to me, and he came accordingly.

Islam Khan makes earnest petition that his wife, and others of his people now
settled near Larkana, may be allowed to rejoin him : he declares that his flight

from that settlement was solely caused by the intrigues of Alitf Khan, then

Adjutant of the Police, that this officer was continually demanding and receiving

l)ribes as the price of his favour and protection, and that he frightened Islam

Khan and the others almost out of their senses by threatening them with

vengeance of the British Government ; until, unable to endure this state of

things, they fled back to their hills in despair.

I have reason to believe that there is much truth in this statement of the

Boogtee chief.

The prayer of his petition is backed by His Highness the Khan, and by the

minister, Mahomed llussan. The latter informs me that he is quite satisfied

with the security which Islam Khan has given for his future conduct, and begs

of me to intercede in his behalf. Islam Khan is now powerless for evil. The
reasons mentioned in a former part of this letter, and in former correspondence

on the subject, with regard to the e\'il of settling the hill men so near the border,

are of course even of more force as regards the Boogtees than the Doombkees,
the latter being further off than the others ; and after fully considering the ques-

tion, I am of opinion that the prayer of the Boogtee chief may with propriety

be gratified, so far as to allow his w-ife and others, now at Mehmood DejTa, to

rejoin him^provided that they be perfectly willing to do so—care being of

course taken that this people clearly understand that such a proceeding on theii-

part was entirely optional.

I have the honor to forward the original Persian petitions and correspondence

regarding the subject of this letter.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scindo.

KuiTachce.

Sir, 21st Martli, 1851.

I have the honor to bring to your notice that I applied to the Acting
Collector of Shikarpoor, to have the Indus water admitted into the Begarec
Canal, as soon as the river rose sufficiently to enter its mouth ; when, somewhat
to my suqirise, that officer informed me that the water would not be admitted

before the beginning or middle of May next.

Copies of the letters on the subject are forwarded herewith.—It is, perhaps,

unnecessary for me to explain to you that the arrival of the Indus water at

Khanghur as early as possible in the season, is of vital importance to man and
beast at that place.

The troops on the border have in former years suffered the greatest distress

for want of water ; but the men bore all mthout a niurmin- and with the greatest

cheerfulness, knowing that every exertion was being made to increase the supjjly

of water. It is owing to the honest, hearty, and zealous exertions of the men of

the Scinde Irregular Horse, that a great portion of this country is fast changing
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tiist March, 1851. from desert to corn-fields ; and it will be with feelings of shame and humiliation

that I shall have to inform them that their services are so little valued that the

Collector of Shikarpoor considers them and their horses not worth supplying

with water.

The proceeding on the part of the Collector in shutting out the water from the

Begaree, is certainly as mmecessary as it is cruel. Mr. Inverarity says that his

experience convinces him that the admission of the water early in the season

will be injurious to the canals, and thereby to the cultivation and revenue ; but

my personal acquaintance with the Begaree and its branches commenced some
time before Mr. Inverarity entered the service, and I am convinced that the

injurious effects which he apprehends are purely imaginary. The canals are

more injured by drift sand, when left empty at this season, than by any action of,

or deposit from, the water.

The fall, also, of the gi'ound fi'om the mouth of the Begaree to Khanghur, is

so great that the water runs in a strong stream along the Canal the moment it

commences to enter its mouth. The stream is not dependant on the pressure of

the head of water in the Indus, as the Collector supposes, but will flow strongly

along the Canal even if the level of the water in the river be but a few inches

above the bottom of the Canal at its mouth.
I have not a doubt about the matter. But were it otherwise, leaving out of the

consideration the health, comfort, and efficiency of the men, the loss in horses

alone (such as the Scinde Irregular Horse experienced on this frontier in the

year 1847) caused by the deficiency and bad quality of the water, would amount
to more than tenfold any loss which could possibly accrue to the revenue by the

early admission of the water into the canals ; wherefore, supposing the injury to

the canals to be real as it is imaginary, still the shutting out of the water
would be cruel and illiberal in the extreme.

Considering the immense advantage to the country generally as respects the

revenue, and all else caused by maintaining the efficiency of the border force
;

and considering of what \-ital importance the supply of water is to that force, I

think that I had a right to expect, instead of opposition, cordial support and
assistance in this matter from the civil officers of the district.

It appears to me that it is clearly the duty of the Collector of Shikarpoor to

make every exertion in his power to afford us a good supply of water as early as

possible in the season, instead of purposely keeping us without it for six weeks
after it would otherwise have spontaneously reached us.

The comfort and health of the men and horses of two cavalry i*egiments, and
altogether of some ten thousand human beings (for such is now the number at

Khanghur and its immediate neighbourhood), is surely of more importance than
the chance of injury to a few acres of Jowaree.

Such being the case, I beg the favor of vour issuing orders for the immediate
admission of the water into the canals supplving Khanghur, and for the future

tliat all the practicable means be used to cause the Indus water to reach that

place as early in the season as possible.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To till- Cnmniissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kiirrachoo.

2511) March, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to bring to vour notice that the Zemeendars and other

inhabitants of Khyree Ke Ghurree, have made repeated complaints to me of the

hardship of their having to pay import duty on such things as fire-wood and grass,

which they cut in places in the desert close by, but within the Kclat territory,

by reason of their being watered from Cutchee (such as Summajce, &c.) and
bring into Khyree Ke Ghurree for use.

The Bunyahs, also, of Rojaim complain much of their being made to pav duty
on grain, &c., which they mav bring from Khyree Ke Ghurree to Bojaun, for

the supply of the detachment of British troops at that place.

Now this duty is levied on pretence of Kojaun being Kelat territory
;
yet
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again at this place, Rojaun being forcigii territory, the British Government 25tii Mardi, isoi.

maintains a Moonshee and others for the Collection of import and export duties.

Howbeit it appears to me that if the boundary line be so strictly observed in

the one ease, we are also bound to respect it in other places ; and that if our

r\ots of Khvree Ke Ghurree be not allowed to cut a stick or a blade of grass at

Summajee without paying import duty, because it is within the Kelat boundary,

neither should we keep an establishment for collecting customs at Rojaun in tlie

Kelat, or at Khanghur in the Khjrpoor territory.

This impost of import and export duty, where the territory of three powers

are so mixed up with each other, vexatious in the extreme to the people, is

highlv injurious to trade, and is not, on this frontier, attended with any real profit

to the state, but on the contraiy does, I am certain, eventually injure the

revenue, by the inconvenience it causes to merchants and others in can-png on

their trade.

This is well known to the better informed people of the country, and not a

little merchandise, &c., which would otherwise pass through Scinde to Kurrachee,

does in consequence find its way to the sea, via Beloochistan and Sonemecanee.
But supposing it advisable to continue to levy these duties on merchandise

passing the frontier line, it can hardly be proper to tax such things as firewood,

forage, &c., consumed by the people on the spot, and brought (though from so-

called foreign territory) from the desert or jungle a few miles from their village.

I beg leave strongly to recommend that these petty exactions of import and
export duties on this frontier be totally abolished on the part of the British

Government, that the other two Governments concerned in the matter—Kelat
and Khyrpoor—be induced to do the same ; and this they would, I am certain,

at once accede to without difficulty, so that the trade might be quite free so far.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde^ Political Superintendent, &c., &c.
Kurrachee.

Sir, iOth March, 1S51.

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

The Murrce mountaineers have assembled in force in the hills at SurtofF, for a
predatory excursion into the plain. Of this fiu'ther particulars will be reported

hereafter.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent on the

Kurrachee. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 1st April, 1851.

In accordance with instructions received from you, I have the honor to for-

ward hei'cwith an estimate of the cost of enlarging the Bejraree Canal.

( Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have, &c., &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent, &c., &c.

Present.
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1st April 1851. Feet.

Total length of Begaree, from its mouth to Noorwah - - - - - 183,000
Mean breadth of present Canal -------- 21
Mean breadth of proposed Canal -------- 35
Mean breadth of new excavation ---___-- 14
Mean depth of new excavation -_--__-. 9^
Proposed mean increase in depth of the old part of the Canal - - - 1^
Area of section of new excavation, 14 X 9| X 21 X 1^ - - square feet 165
Cubic contents of new excavation = 165 X 183,000 cubic feet - - - 30,103,500

Total cost, at 216 cubic feet per rupee _ _ - Eg. 1,30,094

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent, &c., &c.

(Note.)

The water of the Begaree Canal is shared by His Highness Meer Ali Morad and the British

Government, very nearly in the proportion of ten to the former and twenty-seven to the latter.

The new excavation will be rather more than in that proportion in favour of the British Govern-
ment, because nearly all the lands to the westward of the Noorwah belong to us ; wherefore I am of

opinion, that a fair division of the cost of the proposed excavations will be as one to three, that is, three-

fourths to be paid by the British, and one-fourth by His Highness Meer Ah Morad. This gives :

—

British share - - -' - - - Ks. 97,570
Meer Ali Morad's ----- 32,524

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

9th April, 1851. SlU,

I have the honor to report, that nothing of importance has occurred on the

Frontier under my command, during the past week.

At Koomree, on the 7th instant, when en route to Kusmore on duty, I received

intelligence of the Murree mountaineers having again assembled in force, with the

intention of making a raid into the plain country ; 1 therefore returned instantly

to Khanghur, sending Lieutenant Merewether with a detachment to Kusmore,
thinking it not impossible but that some hostile attempt might be made in that

direction, when the Murrees found that I was looking for them on this side. I

have a squadron at Shahpoor, and purpose proceeding to that place myseli' to-

night, but I have no further news of the enemy to-day, save that they are still

assembled in force, apparently not having yet decided in which direction to

proceed.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent, &c., &c.

Kurrachee.

IGth April, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to report the Murree plunderers, whose proceedings were
mentioned in my last report, finding that there was little chance of their making
a successful raid anywhere on the Frontier under my command, are reported to

have proceeded to the eastward, beyond my range, carried off a number of cattle

from the neighbourhood of Asnee and Mittenkote, killed some gi'ass-cutters be-

longing to the Punjaub Cavalry, at the former place, and then returned safely to

their hills.

Finding that there was no likelihood of an attempt being made by the robbers

in this direction, I yestei'day returned to Khanghur.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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Sir, ilst April 1851.

In compliance with instructions contained in your letter, No. 541, of the

11th April, to my address, I have the honor to forward a rough estimate of the

increase to cultivation and revenue which may be expected to accrue from enlarg-

iu"' the Begareo Canal.

The advantages will, I am well assured, not be less than I have set forth in

this estimate, but may probably bo gi-eater.

The plentiful supply of gootl drinking water for man and beast, and of improved
grazing for the cattle, are also advantages which must ultimately add considerably

to the revenue, although the amount cannot well be estimated.

As connected with this subject of the Begaree Canal, it appears proper to bring

to your notice the great advantages which would accrue from freely admitting the

Indus water into the extensive hollow known by the name of the Sind, which
leaves the Indus near Kusmore, and nearly joins the Begaree at Shereghur.

This Canal has been wholly or partially bunded for nearly twenty years past,

but even now, at high floods, its water sometimes reaches the Begaree.

I am informed that, formerly, when this channel was free, the water was not

only brought in a very much larger stream into the Begaree, but spontaneously

overflowed the lands about Neehal, Zurkeyl, Dukkee Ke Ghurree, Khanpoor,
&c., and even those close around Shikarpoor ; and that such was the effect of this

inundation, that the water in the wells about Shikarpoor, and in the tract ol

country above mentioned, stood permanently about eight feet nearer the surface

than at present.

This inundation is said to have extended also to Jaghun and the westward.

The best informed of Zemeendars, and others likely to be acquainted with such

matters, assure me, that if this inundation were again to take place annually, the

profit to the revenue would be not less than a lac of rupees.

The cost of freely opening the channel would be, I am assured, trifling in pro-

portion. The bunds across this channel or hollow ("the Sind") are chiefly in

the British territory of Kusmore, where it leaves the river near Gheehulpoor
;

the remainder of the " Sind " is in the territory of His Highness Meer Ali

Morad. Knowing the gi'eat advantage which would accrue from re-opening this

t:hannel, I last year induced the ofiicers of His Highness the Meer to cut a new
entrance into the Sind near Budanee. When the wheat, which is now exten-

sively grown in the bed of the hollow, shall have been reaped, the water will be
admitted ; but the new cut is but 30 feet wide, and about six feet deep, while, to

produce the full effects above mentioned, a vei'v much larger mouth is necessary,

and, certainly, the removal of the bunds across the old natural channel appears to

be the best method of efl^ecting the object in view.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Su])crintcndent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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2ist April, ipsi. ESTIMATE of the probable permanent increase of cultivation and revenue,

after the lapse of a year or two, caused by the proposed enlargement of the

Begaree Canal :-

From tlie Meerzawali to the Hazarwali inclusive, on the North side

of the Begaree, tlie lands all belong to British Government : in

that district, in the Purgunnah of Mobaruck and Meerpoor, the

amount of lands now lying waste, which would be brought under

cultivation if the supply of water from the Begaree were suf-

ficiently increased, is about.-------
The whole of the lands to the Eastward and Northward of the

Moradwah, forming the Eoopah Purgunnah, &c., belong to

British Government. The lands lie very low, and are capable

of cultivation to any extent for which the supply of water may
suffice. The greater part of this tract of country is now lying

waste for want of water ; the increased supply of which would
bring imder cultivation at least ------

The lands of Choodea and Sookrah are Jaghire belonging to Meer
Mahomed ; these are now worth about 3,000 rupees per anniun :

the increased supply of water would make them worth about

7,000 ----------
The lands of the Abdalwah, near the village of Ummow, are shared

halfby the British Government and halfby one Shere Sing ; they

are worth about 1,000 rupees per annum : with the increase of

water they would be worth about 2,000 - - . -

Total increase on lands belonging to the British Government

From the mouth of the Begaree to the Sonewah inclusive, the lands

belong to His Highness Meer Ali Morad. There is a large piece

of country which might be, and which was formerly, cultivated in

this district, but the lands are highly cultivated, compared with

those along the course of the Begaree further from the river, and
the increased supply of water Avould not bring an annual profit

from these lands of more than ------
The Noorwah and its branches belong wholly to Hi.s Highness Meer

Ali Morad ; much low land of good quality is within the reach

of its water, and the waste lands which woidd be brought under

cultivation from its irrigation on the increase of the Begaree,

could not amoimt to less than ------
Total increase of revenue to His Highness Meer Ali Morad -

Total increase of revenue to the British Government -

Grand Total ------

Probable
increase of

Cultivation.

Beegahs.

30,000

40,000

Probable
increase of
Kevenue.

Rupees.

36,000

48,000

4,000

1,000

89,000

5,000

24,000

6,000

30,000

89,000

1,19,000

(Signed)

Khanghur, 21st April, 1851.

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

."intii April, 1851. Sir,

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

The Murrees have been plundering in Cutchee, and a small party of their

horsemen, a few days ago, carried oif some three hundred camels from the

neighbourhood of Shahpoor.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,
Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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SlK, 9th May, 1851.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 699, of the

2n(l May, 1851, to my address, w-ith accomi)animents herewith returned.

With reference to the subject in question, I have the honor to state that if it

be advisable for Government to interfere directly in any way in the breeding of

horses in Scinde, I am of opinion that the best mode of doing so would be that

mentioned in the second paragraph of your letter under reply ; and it is possible

that some little advantage might accrue fi'om the adoption of such a measure in

Upper Scinde, because the Cutchee and Kelat breeders might, and doubtless

would, send their mares to ^Vrab stallions at Khanghur.
But on the whole, I am of opinion that it would be utterly hopeless to attempt

to form a useful breed of horses in Scinde, in any considerable numbers, by means
of the employment of Government stallions.

Experience shows that such undertakings, to be successful, must be conducted

by private persons, without Government aid. Even the Indian studs have failed

to accomplish the objects of Government, although the circumstances under
which they were formed and conducted were far more favourable to success than
the state of affairs in Scinde.

The Scindee horse is a wTctched creature, which it is scarcely worth while to

attempt to improve, when so many good breeds of horses exist in the neighbour-

hood of the province, and are brought to the market in such numbers.

The introduction of good stallions alone would not have the least effect in

insuring a good produce : many other conditions are also necessary. The
mares must be tolerably good in the first instance, and must be well kept. A
half-starved dam will bring a worthless produce, whatever the sire may be.

The foals, also, must be well fed and cared for, or they will be worth nothing.

All this depends on the Zemeendars and private breeders ; and unless properly

attended to, the money expended on Government stallions would be entirely

throwTi away.

On the other hand, if the Zemeendars, Jaghiredars, and others had really

serious intention of breeding horses in any considerable numbers for sale, they

would assuredly purchase their ovra stallions, the cost of which would be a mere
trifle compared to the whole outlay necessary for carrying out the scheme to any

practical advantage.

More than five years ago one of the richest Jaghiredars in Scinde, Meer Khan
Mahomed Talpoor— one of the men referred to by Captain Rathborne, ex-

pressed to me his msh to breed horses, and his great desire to possess an Arab
stallion. The man's parsimonious ideas prevented his purchasing one for himself,

although his income amounted to some £10,000 a year ; but thinking that he

was in earnest regarding the breeding of horses, and that the thing might be

ultimately of some public use, I presented him with an excellent young and very

handsome Arab stallion. This horse he still has, and I am told that Meer Khan
Mahomed has some fifty or more foals of his getting ; but I also learn that these

are worth little or nothing, by reason of the badness of the mares, and because of

the poor keep both of dam and foal.

The young produce, too, even if better fed, would be ruined by the manner in

which it is reared, the foals being tied up till their young limbs become crippled.

The experiment, therefore, has been tried, and failed; as I am of opinion it

always will do, owing to the stinginess of the breeders.

Captain Rathbome's opinion regarding the deterioration of the horses in

Scinde since the con(|uest, is by no means agreeable to my experience, which

goes back to some five years before the concpiest.

The Scindee horses were never, in my opinion, other than worthless. Every

individual decent horse in the province was imported from the neighbouring

countries.

My opinion on the whole matter in question is shortly this : the Jaghiredars

and Zemeendars, if tliev choose to take to breedini^- horses and cattle for sale,

have ample means of doing so without any assistance I'rom Government. On the

other hand, without such intentions on the part of the Jaghiredars, &c., no

interference of Government will be of the least avail ; wherefore, I would not

interfere in the matter at all.

As connected with this subject, I may mention that very good horses are bi'ed

at Kelal.
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!)th May, 1851. The Khan had two beautiful Arab stallions presented to him by the late

Captain Pontardent, and the produce of these proved to be excellent. I have
seen some individuals of them quite equal to Arabs. These stallions are now
both dead. Mahomed Hussan has several times expressed a wish to me to

obtain others for the Khan's stud, and I think that the present, by the British

Government, to His Highness of a couple of good Arab horses, would be highly

appreciated, would be judicious, and ultimately might be useful to us. I have
the honor to forward herewith a copy of an old letter of mine on the subject of

the breed of horses in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

24th May, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 825, of the

1 7th May, 1 85 1 , to my address, with accompanying correspondence relative to the
Boogtees settled near Larkana.

As therein directed, I have the honor to inform you that I consider what you
have ordered for the Colonists to be generally sufficient.

But with respect to that part of Mr. Inverarity's letter of the 3rd March, 1851,
regarding the Colonists being already burdened with a debt to Government, which
it will take years to liquidate, it appears to me that it would be judicious at once
to remit, with a good grace, a debt which there is little chance of recovering, and
to consider the grain, &c., supplied to these people on former occasions, as a gift

instead of a loan.

My opinions regarding the principles which should guide our dealing with these

people, coincide, I believe, very nearly with those of Mr. Inverarity.

But the original fault of placing these reformed marauders so near to their old

haunts and connections will, I much fear, prevent their being quite satisfied with
any arrangements which may be made for their support.

Their minds are restless : none of them appear to take kindly to their new
mode of life, or to exert themselves honestly to earn a livelihood.

It appears to me no easy task now, to remedy this, for new concessions will

assuredly give rise to new demands.
But, possibly, something might be done by finding employment in ordinary

daily labour for hire on public works, such as canals, roads, &c., for such of the

Colonists as might be able to work at such times as they might not be employed
on their own fields.

Finally, if it be found that no reasonable amount of assistance will induce these

people to become industrious cultivators, and to earn their bread by their own
labour, it will, in my opinion, be the least inconvenient course to allow them the
alternative of returning to their former country ; at least, to allow as many of

them to return as the Kelat authorities may wish, and for whom some kind of

security may be offered ; excepting, of course, any notorious character among
them, such as Kummond, Dota, &c., who may be likely to do mischief.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

irtii June, 1S51. Sir,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that pay to my office establishment
as Political Superintendent on the Frontier of Upper Scinde has, by G. L. to the
Commissioner in Scinde, No. 148, of the 15th Januarv, 1851, been sanctioned up
to the .30th April last.

As mentioned in my former letters on this subject, I have the honor to point
out that this establishment, consisting at present of one English and Persian
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writers, is absolutely necessary to enable me to carry on the duties of this i:tii June, issi.

Frontier.

This must, I think, be as evident to you as it is to me, wherefore I have the

honor to request that Government may be moved to sanction the monthlv pav of

these writers as a regular permanent charge.

I was appointed Political Superintendent on this Frontier, on the 7th

February, 1848, and since that time, the whole of the Political and Magisterial

duties of the border have been performed by me.
The civil charge of the Frontier was never, any more than the military command,

a sinecure, and the duties of this charge, instead of diminishing, have necessarily

greatly increased, and are still increasing, as a natural and inevitable effect of

greatly increased population and security for life and property, with all their con-

sequences.

When no man dared to live in the country, near the border, the Civil Magistrate

was little required there ; as it is, things are very diiferent—old claims are revived,

boundaries long forgotten warmly disputed, and have to be decided on ; and every

piece of land finds more than one owner.

Now Government may think it just and proper that the Commandant of the

Scinde Irregular Horse should perform the duties of Political Superintendent of

the Frontier without extra pay, as he has done for three or four years past, but I

feel certain that it never could be the intention of Government that he should,

out of his Regimental allowances, pay for the establishment necessary to enable

him to carry on those duties, or that the better those duties should be performed,

the more he should have to pay for performing them.

Yet such is the practical result of the present an-angement.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

Sir, 12th July, 1851.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,301, of the

7th July, 18.'31, to my address, with accompaniments, and, as therein directed, to

state that, in my opinion, the undermentioned establishment will be sufficient to

enable me satisfactorily to discharge the duties indicated by you, including those

of my Political Assistant.

ESTABLISHMENT for the Political Superintendent on the Frontier

of Upper Scinde.

-
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13th July, 1851. Sir,

With reference to former correspondence on the subject, I have the honor to

, brinsj to your notice that Mahomed Hussan, the Kelat
Letter No. 60, dated 19th ,t- , i

• i- i . , ,i i r
March, 18.51, from Major Minister, has again apphed so me, to request the release or

hrs'cinde""'
*-•'""""''''"""' the Doombkees taken with Beejah Khan, &c., now settled

in the territory of His Highness Meer Ali Morad, and to

report that, in my opinion, no grave objection exists to the release of these men.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

13th July, 1851. SiR,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 928, of the 31st May, 1851,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying letter, with list of names, received

to-day from Mahomed Hussan, Wuzzeer of Kelat.

I have the honor, also, to annex a list, in English, of all the Boogtees, &c., now
at the settlement near Larkana, from which it will appear that the Kelat autho-

rities wish the whole to have the option granted them of returning to their hills.

For reasons given in former correspondence, I am of opinion that, on the whole

view of the question, the least inconvenient course would be to grant this option

to all ; causing it, however, to be fully understood that all who choose to remain

in Scinde, are at liberty to do so.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

16th July, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1,289, of the

5th July, 1851, to my address, with accompaniments herewith returned.

After perusal of these documents, and due consideration of the subject of which
they treat, I am of opinion that the establishment of a commercial fair, of the

description proposed by Dr. Gibson, might possibly be found of advantage to the

British trade with Central Asia, but, if it be determined to establish such a fair,

I am clearly of opinion that the place of assembly should be Shikarpoor, and not

Kurrachee.

However, on the whole view of the question, it appears to me that the estab-

lishment of this fair is, perhaps, not required for the improvement of trade with

Central Asia, &c.

I am of opinion that trade can never be forced with permanent advantage ; but

that, whether the proposed fair be established or not, our commerce with Kho-
rasan and the countries beyond will be best aided by simply removing the obstacles

and difficulties which now beset the path of the trader, and by leaving all else to

find its level, according to the natural actions and re-actions of demand and supply.

I quite agree in opinion with the committee assembled by the Commissioner
in Scinde, at Kurrachee, to report on the best method of extending the trade

with Centra] Asia, as to the principles which should guide our proceedings, but

the committee is, in some respects, mistaken as to the facts of the case ; for

instance, the report of the committee sets forth that the frontier duties were

abolished in 1844 by Sir C. Napier. This is not the case. Import and export

duties hav(! always been, and are still, levied on this frontier, and are most vexa-

tious and injurious to the trade.

These duties, those levied in the Kelat territories, the dangers caused by pre-

datory tribes infesting the road of the Bolaun, and the want of direct and good
roads through Scinde, are the chief obstacles to a thriving trade in this part of

the world.
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Rismovc those obstacles, and the commerce would speinlily flourish. ictii July, issi.

The British Government can, with the greatest ease, effect all that is required.

But we can hardly, with common decency, call on the Khan of Kelat to forego his

duties on merchandise passing through his territories, while we levy similar con-

tributions on the same goods ourselves, and even collect those vexatious duties

within the Kelat territory : we having maintained, for some years past, a custom-

house establishment at Rojaun.

We can hanlly, with propriety, find fault with the Kelat Government for not

putting a stop to the levy of transit duties (or, as the committee styles them,

blackmail) by petty chiefs within its territories, when the weakness of tlu; Kelat

Government has been solely caused by our own acts, as has been repeatedh urged

by His Highness the Khan, when begging for aid to enable him to control his

turbulent and rebellious subjects, the Murrees, &c.

On the other hand. His Highness the Khan of Kelat is most willing and anxious

in all things to be guided by the wishes of the British Government ; and the

peaceable condition of Cutchee and the neighbouring mountains is of quite as

nmch importance to us as to the Khan.
Wherefore, the wise and proper course to be pursued appears to me to be clear.

Afford i\m Khan of K(!lat sufficient assistance, countenance, and support, to enable

him to put down the only tribe of plunderers which still troubles his territorv
;

treat him, as he deserves to be treated, as an humble subordinate, but most
friendly ally of the British ; and, then, wdth regard to this trade, induce him,

by (piiet advice and argument, to reduce the Government duties levied on goods

passing through his territories to a moderate and reasonable amount, entirely to

abolish all dues collected on such goods by petty chiefs and others, and to afford

proper protection to the merchants themselves and their goods.

The artificial and political difficulties besetting the trader passing through the

Kelat territory would then cease to exist. Natural difficulties there are none

;

the road through the Bolaun Pass is perfectly good and practicable, even for

wheel carriages ; from Dadur to Kunda the country is a level plain, presenting

no physical obstacle whatever.

This is the natural route for commerce from Khorasan to the sea, instead of

that via Kelat and Sonmeanee.
Having smoothed the way so far through the whole length of the Kelat

territory, from Shawl to Kunda, our business is now with our own territorv.

All our duties le%ded on this frontier should be immediately abolished. The
amount collected is not of any great importance, while the injury done to the

trade, by the vexation and annoyance of the impost, is great. Let all be free

going and commg.
Next let good roads with bridges over the canals be made from KhjTce Ke

Ghurree to Shikarpoor, and also to Larkana direct. Roads have been lately

sanctioned from Khanghur to those two places, and this will complete all that is

required so far.

From Larkana will make a good road, with bridges over evervthing, to

Sehwan, and thence direct to Kurrachee, through the hills, with a good perma-
nent cut over the Lukkee Pass. The expense of all this will be trifling compared
to the important results.

Next make a good road from Kotree to Tatta, and thence to Kurrachee.
Lastly, complete the bunder at Kurrachee, and improve that seaport as much as

can be conveniently done.

Having provided a good, safe, and free road for the merchants and their

goods. Government has, in my o])inion, done all that it should do for the trade.

If there be a word of truth in the priuci})les of political economy, nature will best

do all else, and further interference would in all likelihood prove injurious.

I have the lumor, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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Sir,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 1,069, of the 10th June,

1851, I have the honor to report that the circumstances regarding the re-admit-

ting the water into the old channel of the Sind, near Kusmore, are as fol-

lows :

—

The old mouth of the Sind leaves the Indus about a mile below Kusmore, in

the British territory ; a little before it reaches Gheehulpoor enters the territory

of His Highness Meer Ali Morad.

This channel is completely bunded across within the British boundary, so that,

for many years past, no water has passed, except on rare occasions, at very high

floods.

The old Noorwah Canal leaves the Indus about seven miles below Kusmore,
crosses the channel of the Sind, and runs to Koomi'ee, &c.

This canal has been recently partially cleared by Jummall Khan and the

Doombkees, who have raised a strong bund across the channel of the Sind, to •

prevent the water of the Noorwah escaping into it. This Noorwah is said to be

the boundary between the territory of Meer Ali Morad and the British, but this

appears not to have been properly settled, and is disputed below Budanee, and at

a distance of about two miles from that place a new cut was last year made, on

my recommendation, by the people of His Highness Meer Ali Morad, but it is

very small compared with the old channel, and only supplies water for the fields

in the bed of the Sind, between Budanee and Kund Kote.

There are other occasional inlets from the river to the Sind, and at high

floods the water runs into the Begaree near Shereghiir.

While when the Sind is empty, and the Begaree high, the water of the latter

sometimes is wasted by running back into the Sind.

To prevent this, there was formerly a pucka-built bund and sluice-gate erected,

so as to regulate the flow of water at will. The old sluice having fallen into

decay, a new one was made close to the Begaree Canal, about three years ago, by

Lieutenant Dansey, then in charge of the Canal Department at Shikarpoor, but

this also, from detective construction, or other causes, has fallen to pieces.

The channel of the Sind varies from 100 to 400 yards in breadth, and a consider-

able part of its bed is now cultivated, and yields a good crop of wheat ; the water

for the fields being partly supplied fi"om wells, which are numerous all over it.

Such is the state of afikirs at present. Fully to re-admit the water into the

Sind, either of two methods may be eflectively adopted.

First,—New channels may be cut between the mouth of the old Noorwah and
Gheehulpoor, where I have ascertained that there are two favourable spots for

the purpose. These new channels would be about 300 yards each in length.

Two such channels, each fifty feet wide and six feet deep, might suffice : these

would cost about Eight thousand rupees each. The Shereghur bund and sluice,

if properly constructed, would cost Four thousand rupees. Total cost of this plan.

Twenty thousand.

Secondly,—Instead of any new cutting, the old might be opened and the bunds

all removed, for a cost of about one thousand rupees, while the supply of water

would be much greater than by making new cuts.

The removing of these bunds might inj ure the present cultivation within the

Kusmore district to the amomit of about 500 rupees a year, but would not hurt

the Noorwah, as the water would flow fi'om the Sind into that Canal. The
sluice at the Begaree would, of course, be required in either case.

On the whole view of the question, it would, in my opinion, be highly advisable

not to make new cuts, but to open the old channel of the Sind, and admit the

water as freely as possible.

I have the honor to annex a rough sketch of the Sind, &c.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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SiK, l.itli August. 1851.

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

It has to-day been reported to me that the Murrees have assembled in force, at

Kahun, for the purpose of making a raid into the plain, and plundering the

Khyheeree villages, Poolijee and Chuttur.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scindc.

Kurrachee.

SIR, 10thSeptember,1851.

I have the honor to report that I yesterday received information of the hill

tribe of ]\Iurrees having assembled in arms, in force, at SurtofT.

The intention of these mountain robbers is said to be to attack the villages of

Poolijee, &c., and to plunder the Khyheerees in that part of the country, but my
own opinion is, that they will not leave the hills, and their real object is to attack

the Boogtees and Kcytranees who have lately been plundering and killing some
of the Murrees in the valley of Kahun.

I have sent a detachment to Shahpoor, and have my whole border force on the

alert to prevent any inroad which the mountaineers may possibly attempt.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scindc.

Kurrachee.

Sir, 23rd September, 18.5 1

.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1,803, of the

1.5th September, 18-51, to my address, and with reference to the subject thereof to

state that, in my opinion, the measui-es expedient to be adopted by the British

Government towards the Khan of Kelat, under existing circumstances, are as

follows :

—

To make over to His Highness the Khan the sum of fifty thousand rupees

(.50,000) on the following conditions :

—

1st. That he march a sufficient army into the hills of Cutchee, and effectually and
permanently reduce to order the predatory hordes inhabiting them.

2nd. That having thus reduced the mountaineers, he establish such police

arrangements in Cutchee as may effectually prevent, in future, the British frontier

being disturbed and annoyed by the petty inroads of small })arties of marauders
passing through Cutchee to the British border.

I do not think that it would be advisable to attach any other condition to the

pecuniary grant above mentioned, but the Govermnent of Kelat should be made
fully to understand that, unless the above-mentioned conditions be completely ful-

filled, in every respect, no future assistance of any kind or description will, under

any circumstances, be gi-anted.

The police of the Khan of Kelat established in Cutclice should, of (course, act

in communication with, and under instructions from, tlie Political Superintendent

of the Frontier, when necessary, and the latter officer have express authority, in

accordance with the present practice, to move parties of horsemen into and about

the plains of Cutchee, as he may think proper.

It appeared to me at one time that (as proposed by you) it would be an excel-

lent arrangement, to receive for a term of years, &c., as a set off to the pecuniary

grant to the Khan, the little di^rict of llojaun, on our border, belonging to

Kelat. ^
But facts which have since occurred have induced me somewhat to change my

opinion with regard to the establishing of a boundary line between our territory

and that of Kelat, on this frontier, and I am now convinced that the only good
permanent mode of fixing this boundary, so as to prevent future dispute, is to

F,
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23rdSeptember,i85i. adopt along the whole line, from Chandia to the Indus, the old rule which has

been confirmed by you and your predecessor, as regards the western part of the

border, namely, that the limit of the Scinde territory is the extent to which the

Indus water flows at the time of the boundary settlement, or to which it can be

satisfactorily proved ever to have flowed at any former period, and that all lands

beyond the limit watered by streams from the hills, &c., belong to Kelat.

My reason for this change of opinion is this

—

The Desert is partially disap-

pearing !

If peace and quiet continue, and a few more such seasons as the last occur, the

great part, of that which was formerly desert will become arable or pasture land.

Even now, there are corn-fields as far as ten miles northward from Khanghur,
and grass land extends at intervals from those fields the whole way to Shahpoor

;

the same remark applies to Rojaun, while from KhjTee Ghurree to Kunda, a

distance of near forty miles (formerly all perfect desert), there are either cultivated

fields or grass lands the whole way.

It is true that such a fall of rain as has lately occurred, and which has been
the chief cause of all this, may not happen once in a century, but I cannot help

thinking that the greatly increased cidtivation along the border, in this neigh-

bourhood, is tending to augment the fall of rain. I have come to this conclusion

from observation during the last three or four years, as compared with the eight

or nine previous years, and from the reports of the natives.

The latter also observe the increased supply of rain during the last three years,

and attribute it to the blessing of God, which may be right enough, though the

secondary cause appears to be the one mentioned.

At all events, it appears clear that the possession of the little districts of Ro-
jaun, Mamool, &c., would not really make our boundary one bit more definite

than at present.

All my observations in former correspondence, regarding the boundary line on
this frontier, and the advantage of ha\ing the political boundary to coincide wdth

the geographical boundary of the desert, were founded on the supposed perma-
nency of the latter.

No change appeared to have occurred in the character of this desert, from the

time I first saw it, more than twelve years ago, up to the date of my letters to Mr.
Pringle, regarding the settlement of the boundary. According to the traditions

of the natives, no important change had occurred for nearly a century, and the

thing appeared to me to be as permanent a limit as the sea shore. It now, how-
ever, proves to be otherwise, and the line of desert no definite boundary at all.

It is my firm belief that if perfect tranquillity, with safety for life and property,

can be preserved for some ten years longer, on both sides of this border, that the

desert on the north-west of Scinde will cease to exist.

On the whole, it appears to me that it will be better to make no further

attempt to obtain Rojaun, &c., from Kelat, but to affirm the water-rule as fixing

the boundary along our whole border from Chandia. The lands of the last-named

district adjoin the hills, and of course this rule cannot apply to them ; the

bomidary there, if ever disputed, should be settled, I imagine, by arbitrators, and
recorded by land-marks.

When settling our connections with the Khan of Kelat it would, I think, be

very advisable to have the boundary between his territory and Scinde definitely

settled along the whole line of the territory belonging to His Highness Meer Ali

Khan, as well as our own, and to obtain the Meer's formal agreement to the well

known water-rule there also.

The subject of the settlement of these boundaries being intimately connected

with that of the grant of pecuniary assistance to Kelat, I have thought it better

to treat of them in the same letter, which will, I trust, be approved of by you.

The caution contained in the second paragraph of your letter under reply has

been duly attended to.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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Sir, 2-ltb September, 1851

I have the honor to report that, after the dissolution of the gathering of the

Murree mountaineers, reported in my last, the notorious border robber, Sunjur
Rind, with live other horsemen, left the hills, and carried off some camels from the

neighbourhood of Tumboo, about 15 miles north of Khyrce Ghurree, (beyond
the British boundary.) The thieves were pursued by parties horn Khyree
Ghurree, Rojaun, and Khanghur ; the two last named parties came on them near
the deserted village of Jehana (between Lharee and Hajee), recovered all the

camels, but could not, after their 80 miles' journey, catch the robbers, whose mares
were fresh.

It has been reported to me, by the Kelat authorities, that a strong detachment
of Persian troo])s has occupied the city of Heerat, at the request of the son of the

late Yar Mahomed Khan.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scindc.

Kurrachee.

Sir, 24thSeptcmber,18.'jl.

With reference to the subject of your letter. No. 661, of the 23rd Septembei",

1851, to my addi'ess, and under instructions from the Commissioner in Scindc, 1

have the honor to request that it may be explained to the Boogtees and Doomb-
kees in question, that such of them as may wish to return to Cutchee arc at

liberty to do so, causing these people, at the same time, perfectly to understand

that they are at full liberty to remain in their present positions, if they prefer

doing so, and that, whatever course the chiefs may wish to pursue, it is entirely

optional with each member of their tribe, male or female, free or slave, whether

to follow them or not.

I should recommend that no one of these people be allowed to leave his present

abode for three or four days after this communication shall have been made to

them, so that the business may be discussed and fully understood by all.

After this, I have the honor to request that, all persons wishing to return may
be forwarded at one time to me, at Khanghur, under the charge of a few police-

men, when I will deliver them over to the chiefs of their tribes, Belooch Khan
and Islam Khan, whom I have sent for to receive them.

I shall be obliaed if vou will be good enouoh to send me a Persian roll of all

the prisoners above mentioned, coming to Khanghur, showing men, women, and

children.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Collector of Shikarjjoor.

Sir, 4t1i October, 1851.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 698, of the

3rd October, 1851, to mv address, with accompaniments, and with reference to

the subject thereof, I have the honor to point out to you that, in the copy of the

letter from the wife of Islam Khan, which accompanied your letter, the lady

states that none of the people wish to return to their former homes, but that

they will return if ordered.

The lady herself states that she will return ; but, from the tone of her letter,

it is evident to me that she also would prefer remaining where she is.

As to the camels required by these people, the sale of their crops, &c., &c., I

am decidedly of opinion that they should be left to make their own arrangements

in every respect, without anv manner of assistance or interference whatever.

The people cannot be regarded in any other light than as pardoned criminals.

Their chiefs, many months ago, petitioned for their return ; the people them-

selves were informed of this, and expressed a similar wish ; this permission has
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4th October, 1851. now been granted ; they have had more than ample time to prepare for their

departure : those who wish to go can do so at once, and should be forwarded to

me at Khanghur. But I am of opinion that they should settle all their debts

before being allowed to depart, and that they are not entitled to aid from
Government in any way.

The letter from His Highness Meer Ali Morad, a copy of which accompanied
your letter under reply, does not appear to me to require any remark, as

I am not aware that the opinion of His Highness, as to the propriety of allowing

the Doombkees to return to Lharee, was called for.

I have the honor to return herewith the copy of the letter from Mahee
" Mendee," as it appears possible that the sense may have been altered by error

of the copyist. Please return it to me corrected if necessary.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Collector of Sbikarpoor. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

8th October, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to report that, on the 5th instant, a party of mounted
marauders from the hills attacked some Jutts proceeding from Rojaun to Kus-
more, and took from them forty camels, cutting down one of the men. On the

information reaching Kusmore, Russuldar Hyder Khan, with a party of the

Scinde Irregular Horse from that post, proceeded in pursuit of the robbers, fol-

lowed their tracks into the hills, and came on the plunderers at Mundow Ke
Koonda. Shots were exchanged, but apparently without much effect : the robbers

escaped among the rocks and hills, where they were joined by a body of footmen,

but the Russuldar recovered and brought back the whole of the plunder, without

loss on our side.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

5th November, 1851. Sir,

I have the honor to report that, on the 2nd instant, Mmigun and Rais, two
Mussooree Boogtees of note, with eight horsemen, attempted a predatory inroad

in the neighbourhood of Kusmore. Being pm-sued by a party of the Scinde

Irregular Horse, they fled towards Rojaun, but were unexpectedly met by a party

of fifteen horsemen from that place, who attacked the marauders and killed the

two leaders above mentioned ; their eight followers escaped.

Nothing of importance has occurred on the frontier under my command during

the past week.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

24th November, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2,411, of

the l/th November, 1851, to my address, with accompaniment, and with refer-

ence to its subject, to state :

—

1st. That in my opinion there is little room to doubt that cultivators will be

forthcoming in numbers amply suflicient to meet the increased cultivation, con-

sequent on the proposed enlargement of the Begaree Canal.

2nd. Some years ago I should, from all that I knew of the country and of its

inhabitants, have had most serious doubts on this point, but the changes which
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have taken place in the state of the country (hiring the last live years (as sur- 24th November, i85i.

prising to me as they are to the native inhahitants) suffice, in my opinion, to

remove from my mind all doubt in the matter.

3rd. The number of inhabitants of the village of Jacobabad, I am informed by

good authority, now equals that of those of the town of Larkana ; very few of

these people arc from other parts of Scinde ; ncarlv all are innnigrants from

Cutchee, from Beloochistan, from the hills north of Cutchee, and some few from

the Punjaub.

4th. With the sole exception of the Murrecs, all the tribes of hill and plain

(and even all the individuals of those tribes, save eight or ten notorious robbers),

who formerlv followed only the profession of arms, and made plunder their chief

occupation, have now taken seriously to peaceful pursuits ; robbery having ceased

to be successful is now fast ceasing to be respectable and fashionable among the

Belooches, and this change, of which we have as yet seen only the commencement,
must alone, it appears to me, (judgingfi-om what has already occurred,) cause an

increase in the available labor in the country, sufficient to meet the increased

demand.
5th. The return of the Doombkees from Khyrpoor to their native country, and

the town of Lharce, which has lately taken place, will, I have little doubt, be

attended with the happiest effects on that part of the Cutchee.

There is little or no probability of these people resuming their predatory

habits, but they will enable their Chief, Belooch Khan, most effectually to pro-

tect his to\vn (Lharee) and lands from the incursions of the Murrees, who, since

the removal of Beejah Khan, with so large a portion of the Doombkee tribe, to

Khyrpoor, have been in the practice of laying waste that country, and have

thrice sacked and once burnt the town of Lharee itself.

6th. The peace and prosperity of Cutchee again greatly affect tht; supply of

labor available for the cultivation of lands on the British side of the border, for

at seed time and harvest great numbers of laborers appear (fi-om time imme-
morial, whenever the country has been tolerably quiet) to have been in the habit

of proceeding from one province to the other, to afford their aid to the farmers.

7th. When making inquiries about the enlargement of the Begaree, I con-

versed on the subject with some of the oldest, most respectable, and appa-

rently best informed Zemeendars of the country ; they had no doubt whatever

about the advantages to Government of the proposed scheme, and it was chiefly

on information received from them that I formed my own opinions on the matter.

The demands for an increased supply of water for the lands now under culti-

vation, especially those irrigated by Canal fi-om the Noorwah ( a principal branch

of the Begaree), are most pressing. The disputes and quarrels which consequently

arise, are sometimes most violent, and in the season of the inundation are

broutrht before me dailv, and even hourlv.

The enlargement of the Noorwah, which would, of course, follow that of the

main feeder, would bring half the desert under cultivation. More might be

adduced pertinent to the subject of the supply of labor, but what is set forth

above may be sufficient, and I wish to avoid troubling Government with unne-

cessary' matter.

With regard to the levels, there is no doubt whatever about this part of the

business, as the water flows ra])idlv along the present channel of the Begaree,

runs freely into all the canals fi-om it, and at the tail of the present Canal the

ground falls rapidly, so that the water, if allowed to do so, would run over the

surface of the ground.

The water of the Noorwah, a little beyond Ahmedpoor (a small village

lately re-inhabited, one coss north-east of Khanghur), requires to be banked up,

instead of having canals dug for it.

With respect to the estimate of the cost of the proposed luidertaking, it seems

that there was an error in mv figures, but independently of such errors, precise

correctness was not pretended bv me, neither does it appear that the general

(juestion is at all affected by the work costing a few thousands of rupees, or of

pounds, more or less.

As it was, I formed mv rough estimate of the outlay and of the pccuniaiy

value of the advantages likely to ensue from the work, chiefly on the opinions

and representations of well-informed natives of the country ; and as regards my
estimate of the cost, I considered it to be tolerablv safe, inasmuch as a respect-
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24th November, 1851. able and sufficiently wealthy inhabitant of Shikarpoor, accustomed to such works,

expressed his willingness to undertake the execution of the work by contract, at

the rate mentioned by me, and to give ample security for its due performance.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

'2iJtli November, 1851. SiR,

I have the honor to report that Deen Mahomed, the Murree Sirdar, has

written to His Highness the Khan of Kelat, to state that the men of his tribe

have refused to obey him, and that they are assembling for the avowed purpose

of plundering all Cutchee.

Nothing of importance has occurred on the frontier under my command during

the past week.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

.31(1 DuCL-mlier, 1851. Sir,

In consequence of the Murree tribe having assembled in the hills for evil

purposes, and having threatened to make a predatory inroad into the plain

country, I am at Shahpoor with two squadrons of the Scinde Irregular Horse

to watch the movements of the mountaineers. His Highness the Khan of Kelat

has lately arrived at Gundava, and I am informed that he pui-jjoses shortly

moving a force to attack the Mun-ee plunderers in their hills.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

27tli Ducfinber, 1851. Sir,

On the assembling of the Field Force at Roree, of which you have been

nominated to the temporary command as by Division Orders, No. 9? of the 25th

instant. General Manson requests that you will kindly take the opportunity of

seeing that it be in all respects prepared for field ser\ace, and also by your

directing that it be practised in the formation of advance and rear guards, and

the important duties of pickets, patrols, and outposts.

From the known qualifications of the Regiments of Scinde Horse under

your command in these duties, this request must be considered to apply more to

the Regiment of Infantry forming part of the Field Force, and as time must
elapse before Head Quarters can reach Roree, General Manson feels assured that

he will find the Roree Brigade, on his arrival, in a state to carry out whatever is

required of it with the most complete discipline and order.

Under existing circumstances, you are requested to be particular that the

troops and followers be not permitted to go more than one mile beyond the camp,

except to Sukkur, and he trusts to your ability and vigilance to prevent any

collision between our soldiers and camp followers, with those of Meer Ali Morad,

of Khyrpoor.

TiU further orders, the returns of the force under your command, according to

the form now in use, ai'e to be made to Brigadier Wilson, K. H., for submission

to the General Commanding.
I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Sukkur.
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[Copy.]

No. 5,531 of 1851.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Socretary to Govornmont of Bombay, to H. B. E.

Fkere, Esq., Commissioner in Scindc.

Sir, 31st December, 1851.

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor-in-Council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of yom- letter dated the 22nd instant. No. 2,610, and to inform

you that the movements of the Mm-rces should be provided against by such

means as Major Jacob, Political Superintendent on the Frontier of L^pper

Scinde, may have at his disposal, without interfering with any instructions he

may receive to co-operate in the movements ordei'ed in consequence of the

measures connected with His Highness Meer Ali Morad, of Khyrpoor.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretarv.

No. 80 of 1852.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
True copy forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier in

reference to his letter. No. 262, dated 3rd ultimo.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

River Indus, \2th January, 1852.

On the 27th December 1851, the 2nd Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse 27tii iKccmiKr, i85i.

proceeded en route to Roree to form part of a field force ordered to assemble as

a precautionary measure against His Highness Meer Ali Morad, of KhjTpoor.
The force was commanded by ISIajor Jacob. The Regiment reached Sukkur
on the 30th ; crossed the Indus to Roree, Avhere it remained with the Field

Force mitil the 24th February 1852, when the Field Force being broken up, the

Regiment under Major Jacob recrossed the Indus to Siikkur, remained at that

place at the recjuest of the Commissioner in Scinde until the 3rd March, when
it returned to Khanghur, where it arrived on the 4th. The following letters, &c.,

will show the proceedings of the Regiment while with the Field Force at Roree.

My dear ^Iu. Fkere, is, January. 1852.

Our little force is now encamped near Roree ready for anything. Poor
Ali Morad is in a dreadful state of alarm at all these pre])arations. He yesterday

sent his scm Shaw Newaz to me to beg to be informed of what ho had done to

cause troops to be put in motion against him, and to declare his entire obedience

to any orders which the British Government might think proper to give him.
He told me that his father's life, country, and all else were ours to dispose of as

we might please; that force in this case was utterly uncalled for, as our wishes, if

conveyed by one single messenger, however mean, would be instantly and fully

attended to, with much more to the same purpose. I could, of course, only

reply that I did not c\c\\ know for what purpose the force was assembled ; that I

was totally ignorant of the intention of the British Government towards His
Highness the Meer ; that very shortly you would be here, when doubtless he would
be fully informed of all matter concerning him.

This morning the Meer sent another messenger, the Wukkeel who usually

resides with me at Khanghur, to say that he was coming himself to see me, and
to beg of me to grant him an interview. I thought it best that the Meer should

not come here, wherefore I sent Green to meet him, which he did at the village

of Mittrce, some five miles on this side of Khyrpoor.

^^
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1st January, 1852, Thc Meci' appeared greatly alarmed and annoyed, but calm and dignified

withal. He repeated what his son had said, and with tears declared most

earnestly, that he was entirely ours to dispose of as we pleased ; that he was

prepared to submit to anything—to go to Bombay, Benares, Calcutta, or London,

as we pleased, or even to lose his life, as we have already taken his dignity in the

eyes of his subjects by this display of force against him ; that notJiing would

induce him, or any of his people, to 'dream of the slightest resistance ; that, as

to his fort of Deejee, he had emptied it ; that it contained now not the slightest

means of defence ; that Khj-rpoor was in a similar state as regards any, even the

least, means of resistance, and that he invited us to send some one to take charge

of Deejee, &c., and to see if what he said were true.

I have, myself, ascertained that what the Meer says is strictly true as regards

the entire absence of preparation and of means of defence. The Meer has not

altogether 200 men in arms, and no one about him has a shadow of a thought

of resistance, though the holy men and synds are at their prayers continually

in behalf of the Meer in his apparent extremity.

Green replied to all the Meer said, as I had directed him : namely, that the

best course the Meer could follow would be to pursue his .usual avocations, and

employ himself in his ordinary manner, until he heard from the Commissioner ;

that I could tell him nothing, for that really I knew nothing ; and that it was

better not to pay any attention to the absurd reports which were everywhere

spread abroad by idle people.

The Meer appeared a little comforted by what Green said to him, and ex-

pressed his intention of going out shikaring, and conducting himself as here-

tofore, until the orders of Government may be communicated to him.

It seems to me a matter of deep regret that the movement of troops was not

postponed until there could have been some one on the spot to inform His

Highness the Meer of the wishes of Government : this display of force against

such utter helplessness, appears to me anything but conducive to the dignity of

the British Government ; moreover, if any part of his dominions, &c., be left to

the Meer, he must seem quite despicable to his subjects after such proceedings

as ours—a state of affairs which it appears to me it is not advisable to create

with regard to a prince in alliance with us.

Yours, very sincerely,

(Signed) J. JACOB.

1st January, 1852. My DEAR MaJOR JaCOB,

Your letters, two of the 28th, and one of the 29th ultimo, reached me, the

former, yesterday, the latter, to-day. I had previously expressed to General

Manson my opinion of the propriety of leaving you unfettered and uncontrolled by

any other officer subordinate to himself, and again wrote to him yesterday on the

subject, so I hope that will be settled to your satisfaction.

I quite concur in what you say of this absurd preparation, but it is no fault of

mine. Colonel Hancock wrote to the General, that there was a service to be

done in Upper Scinde, of which he would learn details from the Commissioner

;

and that he was to do his best, if his aid were required, with the force under his

command.
Had Colonel Holland done the same, all might have been arranged with little

—

if any—trouble, fuss, or expense ; but instead of that, he sent minute and positive

orders for these movements, and also, I believe, but not through the General

here, for the movement of the Mooltan Brigade ; and I have not that assurance

regarding the judgment which will be formed of my acts by those who have the

control of affairs, to justify me in endeavouring to impede the execution of an

order direct from head-quarters, nor in the absence of information regarding the

Mooltan force, would it be prudent to risk the complication which might ensue

from countermanding movements which may become necessary in the event of

anything untoward befalling the Mooltan Brigade. All I can do is to get the

matter settled as soon as possible after I get my instructions, which can hardly

reach me for a week to come, and implore Lord Falkland to have a stop put to

such mischievous meddling in future, which I have done. I am now moving up

as fa^t as I can, and I hope to be with you as soon after I get my final orders as
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possible. At present, if I met the Meer, I could tell him little more than that he ist January, i852.

was to be clipped in honor and territory much closer than the Sukkur Com-
mission recommended, but not, I believe, to lose more than he would gladly com-
pound for if Government would let it be done in the least offensive wav.

I am very glad that Colonel Wilson has not crossed to Roree. This was what
I wished ; though, for reasons which I can tell you better when we meet, I

abstained from interfering in the only other way which would have induced the

General to depart in any degree from the orders he hatl received * **********
(Signed) 11. B. E. FRERE.

27lh January, 1852.
Sir,

I have the honor to report that, in compliance with the instructions con-

tained in your letter of the 18th of December last, by directicm of Brigadier-

General Manson, commanding the Division, requiring me to make the annual
inspection of the several corps in Upper Scinde under my orders, I now have the
honor to state that I made the annual inspection of the 2nd Regiment Scinde
Horse, under the command of Major Jacob, at Roree, on the 13th instant, and
beg to offer my remarks thereon, as regards its discipline and efficiency, in the
following terms, viz. :

—

1st. The 2nd Scinde Horse, after reviewing them, I consider as a body Men.

remarkably fine in every respect, and thorough soldiers.

2nd. In the best condition, of the very best and most serviceable description ; Arms and Aocoutre-

their swords and carbines particularly so.
ments,

3rd. First-rate, condition unequalled. Particularly good, well combined, and Horses.

compact ; move with great activity, each man handling his horse in a most
masterly manner. A most efficient corps, each individual possessing every requi- Qualifications, cS;c.

site to render him a most serviceable and valuable trooper in the field. Their
Commander, Major Jacob, possesses their entire confidence and obedience, which
he highly merits, from the able, judicious, and fostering qualities which he so

eminently possesses in managing and governing this splendid corps.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) N. WILSON, Brigadier,

Commanding in Upper Scinde.

To the Assistant Adjutant-General,

Sukkur.
(True Copv.)

(Signed) ' E. GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Sir, 7th February, 1852.

I have the honor to report that at about one o'clock last night, I received a
letter—the original of which is herewith forwarded—on emergent service, from
His Highness Meer Ali Morad, begging for protection against certain mutinous
Patans in his service, who were threatening him with violence, and stating that

he had already complained to the Collector regarding the proceedings and threats

of these people ; that the Collector had sent him (the Meer) a ])urwannah,

addressed to the Patau Jemadars, by name Foujdar Khan, Uckbar Khan, and
Abdoola Khan, ordering them, on pain of punishment, to forbear annoving His
Highness Meer Ali Morad, or making any disturbance ; that when this pur-

wannah was shown to Abdoola Khan, the only one of the three then present at

the camp of the Meer, he (Abdoola Khan) threw the paper from him with an
expression of contempt, to the effect that he cared nothing for Collectors.

The original of this purwannah accompanied the Meer's letter to me. On
receiving this communication, I immediately despatched Russuldar Shaik
Kurrcem with the inlying picket of the Scinde Irregular Horse to the camp of

Meer Ali Morad, with orders to bring to me, by force, if necessary, such persons

as His Highness the Meer might point out as being in mutiny and about to com-
mit violence against him.
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7tli February, 1852. I furnished the Russuldai- with a letter to Meer Ali Morad, and a written

order to the Patan Jemadar to come to me quietly with the Russuldar. On the

Russuldar and party arriving at the Meer's camp (about four miles from mine)
His Highness the Meer caused Abdoola Khan and his followers—about twenty

in all—who were encamped near His Highness, to be pointed out to the Russuldar

as the men who were in mutiny and openly opposing his authority by force of

arms. On the Russuldar approaching, Abdoola Khan and his men turned out,

fully armed, drew up in line, and ordered him to stand. The Russuldar, as well

as the officers of His Highness the Meer, explained what my orders were, and
gave Abdoola Khan my written order. This he treated with contempt, saying

that he did not know who Major Jacob was ; that he treated his purwannah as he
had done that of the Collector ; and that he should take by force what he
required from Meer Ali Morad. After some further attempts at persuasion on the

part of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, the latter, finding all remonstrance useless,

told Abdoola Khan, that he must take him prisoner, and ordered him to surrender.

On this, Abdoola Khan and his men fired a volley of matchlocks at the Russul-

dar and party of the Scinde Irregular Horse, and then ran at them sword in hand.

On this, the Russuldar ordered his men to charge, when two of the Patans were

killed and six of them wounded. Three or four escaped in the dark, and the

remainder—nine in number—were, with their leader, Abdoola Khan, seized akid

imprisoned. Abdoola Khan pretended to have been severely wounded, but when
he arrived here at day-break this morning and was examined, it appeared that he
was unhurt. Four of the prisoners, being badly wounded, I have ordered to

be kept in hospital in my camp ; the remainder I have sent to the Collector of

Shikarpoor, for safe custody in the jail until your pleasure be known regarding

them. None of the men of the Scinde Irregular Horse were hurt in this affair.

I have the honor to forward herewith copies of the papers referred to above, as

well as the written report of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, who appears to have
executed the duty entrusted to him excellently well.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Commanding Field Force.

Oobowra.

7th February, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to report that at about one o'clock last night I received a

letter—copy of which is herewith forwarded—on emergent service, from His
Highness Meer Ali Morad, begging for protection against certain mutinous
Patans in his service, who were threatening him with violence, and stating that

he had already complained to the Collector regai'ding the proceedings and threats

of these people; that the Collector had sent him (the Meer) a purwannah,
addressed to the Patan Jemadars, by name Foujdar Khan, Uckbar Khan, and
Abdoola Khan, ordering them, on pain of punishment, to forbear annoying His
Highness Meer Ali Morad, or making any disturbance ; that when this pur-

wannah was shown to Abdoola Khan, the only one of the tliree then present at

the camp of the Meer, he (Abdoola Khan) threw the paper from him with an
expression of contempt, to the effect that he cared nothing for Collectors.

The original of tliis purwannah accompanied the Meer's letter to me.
On receiving this communication, I immediately despatched Russuldar Shaik

Kurreem with the inlying picket of the Scinde Irregular Horse to the camp of

Meer Ali Morad, with orders to bring to me, by force, if necessary, such persons

as His Highness the Meer might point out as being in mutiny and about to

commit violence against him.

I furnished the Russuldar with a letter to Meer Ali Morad, and a written

order to the Patan Jemadar, to come to me quietly with the Russuldar. On
the Russuldar and party arriving at the Meer's camp (about four miles from
mine). His Highness the Meer caused Abdoola Khan and his followers, about
twenty in all, who were encamped near His Highness, to be pointed out to the

Russuldar as the men who were in mutiny, and openly opposing his authority by

force of arms. On the Russuldar's approaching, Abdoola Khan and his men
turned out fully armed, drew up in line, and ordered him to stand.
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The Russuldar, as well as the officers of His Hi<rliness the INIeer, explained ""> Fchmary, 1852.

what my orders were, and gave Abdoola Khan my written order ; this he treated

with contempt, saying that he did not know who Major Jacoh was, that he
treated his purwannah as he had done that of the Collector, and that he should
take by force what he recpiircd from Meer Ali Morad. After some further

attempts at persuasion on the part of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, the latter,

finding all remonstrance useless, told Abdoola Khan that lie must take him
prisoner, and ordered him to surrender. On this, Abdoola Khan and his men
fired a volley of matchlocks at the Russuldar and party of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, and then ran at them sword in hand. On this, the Russuldar ordered his

men to charge, when two of the Patans were killed and six of them wounded.
Three or four escaped in the dark, and the remainder, nine in number, were,

with their leader, Abdoola Khan, seized and imprisoned.

Abdoola Khan pretended to have been severely wounded, but when he arrived

here at daybreak this morning, and was examined, it appeared that he was
unhurt. Four of the prisoners, being badly wounded, I have ordered to be kept
in hospital, in my camp ; the remainder I have sent to the Collector of Shikar-
poor for safe custody in the jail until the pleasure of the Commissioner in Scinde
be known regarding them. None of the men of the Scinde Irregular Horse
were hurt in this affair.

I have the honor to forward herewith copies of the papers referred to above,

as well as the written report of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, who appears to have
executed the duty entrusted to him excellently well.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,(Signed)

To the Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division, Kurrachee.

Commanding Field Force.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward herewith one Abdoola Khan, with nine of his

followers, belonging to a party of Patans in the service of His Highness Meer
Ali Morad, who had mutinied, and were about to commit violence on His High-
ness Meer Ali Morad.
At the request of the latter, who, having disarmed his household, was help-

less and in great alami, I sent during last night a party of the Scinde Irregular

Horse to protect him, and to bring the mutineers before me, giving the officer in

command, Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, a written order, addi'essed to the Patan
Jemadar Abdoola Khan, directing him to come immediately to me. After an
interview with His Highness the Meer, the Russuldar proceeded to execute the

orders he had received, when Abdoola Khan and his men turned out, fully

armed, and with loud threats forbade all ap])roach
;
persuasions having in vain

been tried, the Russuldar infonned the Patans that he must take them prisoners,

on which they fired a volley at the Russuldar and his party, and then rushed on
them sword in hand. The Russuldar on this ordered his men to charoc, when
two of the Patans were killed, six wounded (one since dead), and Abdoola
Khan with nine of his men taken prisoners unwoimded ; two or three others

escaped in the dark.

Three of the prisoners being badly wounded, I have detained in hospital in my
camp ; the remainder I have the honor to forward herewith, and request that

they be lodged in the jail at Shikarpoor until the pleasure of the Com-
missioner, to whom all particulars have been reported, be made known.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Collector of Shikarpoor. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

7tli Kebruarv, 1852.

SiK,

I am directed by Brigadier Wilson, K.II., commanding the Scinde Division,

to request that in the event of any emergent call being made u])on aou for

9th February. 1852.
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9th February, 1852. assistaiice on the part of Meer Ali Morad, as reported in your communication,

No. 29, of the 7th instant, or on any movement being made by you of any part of

the force under your command, you will be pleased to report the same by express

to me at Shikarpoor, for the Brigadier's information.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

To Major John Jacob, C.B., Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commanding Field Force, Roree.

9tli February, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 28, of the

7th instant, reporting the occurrences of the previous night in the camp of Meer
Ali Morad, and in reply to forward a copy of the letter I have addressed on the

subject to Government. I beg you will accept my personal thanks for the

promptitude with which you acted.

2nd. I request that the wounded men, when sufficiently recovered, may be

made over to the magistrate.

(Signed)

To Major John Jacob, C.B.,

Commanding Field Force, Roree.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant.

H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

No. 51, of 1852.

9th February, 1852. My LoRD,
I have the honor to enclose copies of letters received from the Collector and

Magistrate of Shikarpoor and from Major John Jacob, C.B., Commanding Field

Force at Roree, with enclosures detailing the circumstances of the arrest of some
Patans, against whose threatened violence Meer Ali Morad had begged for

assistance.

2.—A copy of my reply to the Collector and Magistrate is also enclosed.

3.—I would beg your Lordship's particular attention to the promptitude with

which Major Jacob acted, which probably prevented more disastrous results ; and
I am respectfully of opinion that the manner in which Russuldar Shaik Kurreem is

reported to have performed the duty entrusted to him is deserving of the highest

praise. Nothing could better prove the discipline of his men than the fact that

after they were, in self defence, compelled to resort to force, the disarming and
arrest of their opponents was effected with comparatively so little bloodshed.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland,

Governor and President in Council.

loth February, 1852. SiR,

I have had the honor of submitting to the Brigadier Commanding the Division

your letter. No. 29, of the 7th instant, with its several accompaniments, and in

reply am directed to inform you, that in the matter of the assistance called for

by Meer Ali Morad, and rendered by you, against a small body of the Meer's
mutinous followers, you have acted with discretion and firmness ; and you are

requested to convey to Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, and the party under his com-
mand, the thanks of Brigadier Wilson, for the zealous manner in which they
carried out your commands, requiring in the performance of this special duty
much temper and determination.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Assistant Adjutant-General.
Commandinjj Scinde Irrejjular Horse.
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Sir,

I have the honor to report that I have received, and placed under a guard

on the Bunder, opposite the Fortress of Bukkur, the Artillery of His Highness
Meer Ali Morad, forwarded by him voluntarily to ray camp.

This Artillery consists of fourteen guns of various natures, with can'iages and
limbers, of which a detailed description has been forwarded to the Brigadier

Commanding in Scinde.

l.tth February, 1852.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Field Force.

Sir,

For the information of the Commanding Officer, I have the honor to report

that the Artillery of ]\Ieer Ali Morad, of Khyrpoor, has been received, and is now
parked on the Bunder at Roree. A return of these guns is herewith forwarded.

No ammunition or small stores have been received, and the carriages generally

are in bad repair.

19th February, 1852.

(Signed)

I have, &c., &c.,

To the Major of Brigade,

Roree Field Force.

R. B. BRETT, Lieut.,

Commanding No. 9, Light Field Battery.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward a return of the Artillery of His Highness Meer
Ali Morad, required by your letter of the 19th February, 1852, to my address.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner m Scinde. Commanding Field Force.

49th February, 1882.

358401
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Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter noted in the

margin, and in reply to request that vou will be good enough
No 37, dated the 19th

^^ inform me how vou think the guns alluded to should be
instant. . . r ,

-

disposed of; and if you think they had better be left in the

Bukkur Arsenal, pending the receipt of orders from Government, that you will

take immediate steps for having them transferred thither.

I have &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, Commanding Field Force.

20th February, 1852.

Sir,

I have the honor to request that you will have the goodness to take charge,

as soon as you conveniently can, of the guns, as per annexed List, received from

Meer Ali Morad, and now on the Roree bank, and remove them into Bukkur
Fort, pending instructions from Government as to their final disposal.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Lieut. Finimore, Commissary of Ordnance.

True copy forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, Commanding Field

20th February, 1852.

Force.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir,

For the information of the Commanding Officer, I have the honor to report

that the Artillery received from Meer Ali Morad, Khan of Khyrpoor, has been

deposited in the Fort of Bukkur, in accordance with the Brigade Orders of yes-

terday's date.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) R. B. BRETT, Lieut.,

Commanding No. 9 Light Field Battery.

To the Major of Brigade,

Roree Field Force.

21st February, 1852.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that the pieces of Artillery received from
His Highness Alcer Ali Morad have this day been lodged in the Arsenal of

Bukkur.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major.

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Commanding Field Force.

2 1st February, 1852.

EXTRACT fi-om Division Orders by Brigadier N. Wilson, K.H., Command- 22nd February, 1852.

ing Scinde Division, Head Quarters, Shikarpoor, Sunday, 22nd February,

1852.

1.—In communication with the Commissioner in Scinde, the Brigadier com-
manding the Division is pleased to direct that the Roree Field Force be broken
up from the date of the receipt of this order, and all appointments connected
with it cease.

2.—Major Jacob, C.B., will be pleased to give the necessary order, that No.
9 Light Field Battery cross the Indus to-morrow morning ; Lieutenant Brett
resuming his march on Shikarpoor so soon as the necessary arrangements can be

made.
3.—The 15th Regiment Native Infantry will follow the Artillerv, and march

on Shikarpoor, under the orders of its commanding officer, as an escort to Major
Le Grand Jacob.
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4.—The 2ncl Resriment Scinde Irreffular Horse will cross the river after the

Artillery and Infantry shall have completed this operation, and at such time as

Major Jacob may direct ; but pending further instructions will, on the requisition

of Mr. Frere, halt at Sukkur.
5.—A party of 50 Sowars, under a Native OflScer, will also remain at Roree,

as an escort to Major George Le Grand Jacob.

6.—Boats will be provided by the Naval Department.

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-CoL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

3rd March, 1852. SiR,

With reference to Division Orders, No. 2, of this day's date, I am directed

by the Brigadier Commanding the Division to forward, for your information, ex-

tract paragraph 3 of a letter from the Commissioner in Scinde, No. 447, dated

the 1st instant, to the address of Brigadier Wilson, setting forth the sentiments

entertained by Mr. Frere as to the manner in which you have carried on the

duties entrusted to you, as far as they were connected with the civil authorities.

I am desired to sav that in those sentiments the Brigadier most cordially con-

curs, and begs that you will accept his best thanks for the able manner in which

vou have conducted the military duties of the Roree Field Force, which he has

had great pleasure in notifying, for the information of His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief.

(Signed) E. GREEN,' Lieut.-Col.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

EXTRACT paragraph 3 of a letter from the Commissioner in Scinde, No. 447,

dated 1st March, 1852, to the address of Brigadier Wilson, K.H., Command-
ing Scinde Division.

Para. 3.—I avail myself by this opportunity to beg you will do me the favor to

express to Major John Jacob, C.B., my sense of the manner in which the duties

entrusted to him, as far as they were connected with the civil authorities, have

been performed. That I have not heard a single complaint of any kind on the

part of the coimtry people in the neighbourhood of the Field Force, must, in a

great measure, be owing to the strict discipline he has enforced, and I have

equally little doubt but that the absence of all necessity for active operations in

the field, in carrjing out the measures directed by the Government of India, is,

in a small degree, to be attributed to the character Major Jacob has established

among all within reach of Upper Scinde, who may have felt inclined to avail

themselves of such an opportunity to disturb the peace of the country.

(True Extract).

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

nth March, 1852. SiR,

I have submitted to the Commander of the Forces, your letter. No. I6l,

dated the 23rd ultimo, with accompaniments, and in reply am directed to com-

municate the Lieutenant-General's satisfaction at the excellent conduct of the

troops lately assembled at Roree for field service, as therein reported, which the

Licutenant-General considers highly creditable to them, and to Major Jacob,

who was entrusted with the command of the Force.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) P. E. WARBURTON, Captain,

Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.
To the Oificer Commanding Southern Division

Army, Shikarpoor.

(Signed)

(True copy.)

E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Sir, 25th March, 1852.

I am directed by the Brigadier Commanding the Division to annex, for your
information, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Acting Deputy
Adjutant-General of the Army, No. 603, of the 11th instant, and to request
that you will cause the same to be made knowTi to the troops lately serving
under your command at Roree.

I have Sec. &c*
(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Col.,

To Major John Jacob, C.B., Assistant Adjutant-General.
Commanding Scinde Horse, Khanghur.

OlR, 17tli March, 1852.

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter. No. 51, dated the 9th instant, reporting the
arrest of certain Patans in Ali Morad's service.

In reply, I am to desire you to inform Major Jacob that the prompt measures
taken by him for the repression of the mutinous conduct of these Patans were
judicious, and that the mode in which they were carried out by the Russuldar
Shaik Kurreem merits the commendation of Government.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

True copies forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent on
the Frontier in reference to his letter. No. 28, dated the 7th Februarv, 1852.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Camp, Bambee, 17ih 3Iarch, 1852. Commissioner in Scinde.

REGIMENTAL ORDER BY LIEUTENANT MEREWETHER. ut February. 1852.

Under instructions received from Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde
Irregular Horse, Lieutenant Merewether has much pleasure in publisliing the

undermentioned order to the regiment, and further adds his congratulations to

Russuldar Meer Furzimd Ali on the occasion of his having received this deco-

ration from the Government of India for his long and faithful services.

The Commanding Officer was in hopes that General Manson would have been
able himself to present to Russuldar Bahadoor Meer Furzund Ali the star of the

Order of British India, to which he was some months since admitted by the

Most Honorable the Governor-General, but having been disappointed in this

hope, owing to the severe illness of the General, the Commanding Officer will

detain the star no longer, and requests Lieutenant Merewether to invest Rus-
suldar Bahadoor Meer Furzund Ali with the insignia of the honorable order to

which ho has been admitted by Government.
The Officer Commanding congratulates Russuldar Meer Furzund Ali on the

honorable distinction which his long and excellent services have obtained for him,

and expresses a hope that his life and health may be long continued to enjoy this

and higher honor.

(By order)

(Signed) M. GREEN, Lieut.,

Adjutant Scinde Iri'egular Horse.

Sir, litb January, 1SJ2

With reference to your letter, No. 159, of the I6th July last, un the subject

„
, ^ . of the commerce of this i)rovincc, I have the honor to forward

Extract, paraRraph G, of „ , ^ '
. ,

aicttertoGovcrimiLnt.No. copy 01 a Correspondence, as per margin, and to request that
1,460, dated thu 2()tii July ^^y ^^jj| f^Y,j(. j^^^. with any observations or infoiunation vou
last, lit'tter irom (jovern- . ... _. _ .^ . ,._,..
mtnt. No. 4,476, dated 6th may be able to affijrd on the points noticed bv
nltimo.

Govern-
ment.

(Signed)

I have, &c., &c..

To Major John Jacob,

Political Superintendent, &c.

H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.
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EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 6 of a letter, No. 1,466, dated the 20th July,

1851, from the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honorable Lord
Viscoimt Falkland, Governor and President in Comicil, Bombay.

Par. 6.—In the rest of Major Jacob's remarks, from paragraph 7 to the end,

I entirely concur ; and would very earnestly commend them to the attention of

your Lordship in Council, as embodying the opinion of an officer of imequalled

experience and local knowledge of the countries in question, and an acute

observer of all which relates to matters of commerce, as if he made them his

exclusive study, and who reasons on what he sees and hears with a severe sobriety

of judgment, which is well known to your Lordship in Council in matters relating

to his own profession, and is, as far as I can judge, not less remarkable in his

opinions on every subject to which he turns his mind.

6th December, 1851 SiK,

I have been directed to communicate the following observations to you

with reference to the concluding paragraph of the letter addressed to you from

the Revenue Department, under date the 29th August last. No. 8,612.

2. Captain Jacob's proposed road from Shikarpoor by Ghurree, to Larkana,

and from Larkana as far as Sehwan, follows the course of the river as far as

Tatta, therefore it would seem that you have in the river the good, safe, and free

road which nature has provided for the merchants and their goods ; and a road

from Tatta to Kurrachee would, apparently, obviate the necessity for the longer

road from Sehwan to the latter place.

3. It may, however, be the case, that the camel owners find it to their advantage

to resort to Kurrachee, and that the public service may be benefited by the

facilities for procuring carriage so afforded. But, if so, this should be more ex-

plicitly stated.

4. His Lordship's impression is, that annual fairs at Shikarpoor, Sukkur,

with (in the former case) an easy road from Shikarpoor to the river, either at

Sukkur, or in a more direct line to the bend of the stream west of it, the accom-

modation of warehouses, lodgings, and a good bazaar, with provision for cattle of

the traders, and reasonable facilities for procuring Doondees to proceed down the

river, would more effectually encourage the trade with Central Asia than the

roads recommended, and that it is to the improvement of the river communica-

tion that our chief efforts should be directed.

5. The merchants would find a ready market at Shikarpoor, already a thriving

and wealthy emporium ; or if it were necessary to carry their goods to Tatta, the

cheapest and least troublesome means would be by boat from hence ; the road to

Kurrachee, and accommodation, should be as easy and favorable for them as it

could be made ; and here Government might very usefully, and without attempt-

ing to force a trade by a comparatively unfavorable channel. As regards the

carriage of merchandise by camels, the nature of the country is supposed to be

already favorable for that traffic, and that the only advantage that a road could

confer would, perhaps, be during the season of inundation.

6. These are difficulties which at present appear to his Lordship in Council to

be opposed to the opinion advanced by Major Jacob. There may, of course, be

circumstances not adverted to, which may deprive the Indus of the superiority

which water communication maintains over land transit, the rail excepted, all

over the world. But it is necessary that Government should be well assured on

this point before they can consent to abide by the advice to open a road which is

intended to follow the course of the river.

7. I have therefore to request that you will reconsider the subject with refer-

ence to the objections above urged ; and in again addressing Government, it is

expected that you will afford clear and explicit information as to the proposed

(luality and cost per mile of the roads required, supposing that Government were

willing to sanction them.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. G. LUMSDEN,
To the Commissioner in Scinde. Secretary to Government.
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SiK,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 88, of the
12th January, 1852, to my address with accompaniments, and with reference to

their subject to offer the following observations.

From the second paragraph of Mr. Lumsden's letter of the 6th of December,
it appears that the position of the roads recommended by me as likelv to improve
the trade in Scindc has not been rightly understood.

I certainly never proposed a road being made " from Shikarpoor via Ghurree
to Larkana," but, on referring to my letter to your address of the l6th Julv,

18.51, I find that I recommended good roads, with bridges over the canals, being
made from Kh\Ta-ke-Ghm-ree, the most advanced place on the Bi'itish north-

western border, to Shikarpoor, this being the best and most direct route for

traders from Afghanistan proceeding to that city. I also advised another road
being made from the same place, Kh\Ta-ke-Ghurree, direct to Larkana, which
road would be of the greatest advantage to traders wishing to go farther south-

ward, and having no business at Shikarpoor. Government is, doubtless, per-

fectly correct as to the necessity of a good easy road being constructed from Shik-
arpoor to Sukkur, this being assuredly the most important piece of road in the

whole province of Scinde ; while it is at present in the worst condition of anv,

being always bad and difficult, and for about six months in the year totally

impassable.

The other roads mentioned by me in my letter of the l6th July, would also

prove of very great advantage to trade, by laying open the approaches from the

frontier to Shikarpoor and Larkana. Jungle, and frequent canals, make those

routes at present difficult and troublesome.

The advantages of making good roads from Larkana, southward, would, I think,

prove immense, notwithstanding the excellent water communication by the river

;

the value of the river, indeed, would be greatly increased by the existence of the

proposed road, and the value of the road by the water communication. Thus,
the voyage down the Indus is tolerably rapid and easy, but the return of laden

boats up the stream is painful, slow, and laborious.

Three months is by no means an unusual duration for a voyage fi*om Kurrachee
to Sukkur, while camels can accomplish the journey by land in eighteen days

;

and, with the road proposed, would do it in ten days.

The difficulty of this return voyage must tend greatly to stop the commerce
which would otherwise flow down the Indus. The proposed roads would remove
this difficulty, and an easy route existing by land as well as water must evidently

greatly increase the traffic by both.

The proposed roads do not exactly follow the course of the river. Larkana is

thirteen miles from the Indus, and a line from that town to Schwan cuts off

innumerable bends of the stream.

Again, from Sehwan to Kotree a straight road would only touch the river at

each end, while the road to Kurrachee would, after leaving Sehwan, nowhere

again be in the neijjhbourhood of the Indus. Scinde is undoubtedlv a comitrv

very favorable for camel carriage where roads exist ; but where they do not, the

numerous canals, which contain water or mud for about eight months in the

year, make it difficult for these animals to get on at all, and render the transport

of merchandise by their means troublesome and tedious. Much more, perhaps,

might be adduced to show the great advantages of a good land and water com-

munication in conjunction with each other for the up and down journeys: but

this will probably suggest itself to your mind, and I am aware that you must be

generally much better acquainted with thcs(! matters than I can pretend to be.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scindc.

Kurrachee.

22nd .Tanuary, 1852.
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22n(J February, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to inform you that a complaint has been made to me by

Islam Khan, chief of the Boogtee tribe, that some of his people living in the

hills at Peelaph, near the Murrao Plain, had been plundered about ten days ago

by a body of the Muzzaree horsemen, 100 in number, under Imaum Bux,

brother of Dost Ali. The Boogtees pursued their assailants, recovered some of

their property, and seized two mares from the Muzzarees ; but the remainder

was carried off by the latter. The Boogtees having entirely submitted to the

British Government, have lately been received into favor. I have the honor to

request that you will give orders to the. Muzzaree Chief to refrain from molesting

them in future.

The party of Muzzarees above mentioned had, I am told, proceeded from the

neighbourhood of Rojaun, with the intention of plundering from the Murrees, but

being unsuccessful, on their way back fell on the Boogtees. I should further feel

much obliged by your causing these expeditions of the Muzzarees into the hills for

the purpose of plundering to be discontinued altogether, as they are productive

of much mischief by keeping up a state of irritation and animosity among the

tribes on both sides of the frontier.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieut.,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To H. C. Van Courtlandt, Esq., Assistant-Commissioner,

Deyra Ghazee Khan.

22nd February, 1852. Sir,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that the Boogtee Chief, Islam

Khan, has complained to me of an attack having been made about ten days ago

on a portion of his tribe then with his son Goolam Moortuza, at Peelaph, near the

Murrao Plain, by a body of 100 Muzzaree horsemen, under Imaum Bux, brother

of Dost Ali, the chief of that clan.

This body of Muzzarees left Rojaun some time ago, and entered the hills

for the purpose of plundering the Murrees, but being unsuccessful, on their

return fell on the Boogtees above mentioned. The latter, following up the

marauders, recovered some part of their property, and captured two mares from

the Muzzarees, who fled with the remainder of the plunder to Rojaun. At the

time of the onslaught, the Muzzarees were perfectly aware that the people they

were about to attack were Boogtees, and that they were friends and not foes of

the British Government. The Boogtees naturally complain bitterly of their

being thus assailed and ill-treated by people residing within our own frontier,

when they themselves have given up their lawless practices, and been doing all

in their power to prove that they are only anxious to be considered as the

dependants on and well-wishers to the Government.

Ever since their release from Scinde and return across the desert, their con-

duct, as you are aware, has been such as to give every satisfaction ; and as a

further proof of this, I may mention that, on the late occasion of a robbery taking

place near Abad, and the thieves being traced to the Boogtee encampment near

Sunree, the chiefs at once found out, seized, and sent in the culprits to me, trans-

mitting, also, the stolen property immediately afterwards. In securing the

thieves, who, on finding inquiry for them instituted, tried to fly to the hills, and
were followed by AUum Khan, that chief was wounded slightly, and another

potty chief, Rojah, severely.

This is not the first time that the Muzzarees have gone into the hills for the

purposes of })lundcr ; but hitherto they have abstained from injuring the Boogtees,

our friends, confining their attacks to the Murrees, who in return descended on

the country of the Muzzarees, in the neighbourhood of Rojaun, to make reprisals,

thus keeping up a system of petty warfare which tends much to disorder the other

tribes in this frontier, who have been so recently reclaimed from their former

predatory habits, and upon whom this cannot but have a very bad effect.

I have the honor, &c., &c.,

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieut.,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, Roree.
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Sir, 23ra Fttiruary, 1852.

I have the honor to forward the accompanying report, received this

morning from Lieutenant Mcrcwethcr, and, with reference to its suhject, to point

out that nothing can be imagined more likely to be seriously injurious to the
peace of the frontier than such proceedings as those of Dost Ali Muzzaree and
his trilw.

Permitting these people to make private war, or to bear arms at all, appears to

me to be in the highest dogi'ce objectionable.

We know by former experience the fatal effects which are produced by allow-

ing these border feuds between the various tribes on the irontier, and what
terrible injury to the i)rosperity of the country is caused by such private war
being carried on.

In the instance now reported, it is difBcult to believe that any British

authority can have sanctioned the proceedings of the iSIuzzarees of Rojaun,
whetlier against the Murrees or Boogtees ; and as regards their attack on the

latter tribe, their condu('t was moi'c than usually outi'ageous, inasmuch as the

Boogtees have for a considerable time past made their peace with His Highness
the Khan i:»f Kelat, and with the British authority, and have been behaving
exceedingly well.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir, 25th February, 1852

I have the honor to report that a body of Muzzaree horsemen 100 in num-
ber left the neighbourh(Jod of Rojaun under Imaum Bux, brother of the chief

Dost Ali, and went into the hills for the purpose of plundering the Murrees.
Being unsuccessful, on their way back about the 12th instant, they fell upon a
portion of the Boogtee tribe living quietly in the hills near the Murrao plain,

under their chief, Islam Khan's son, Goolam Moortuza. The Boogtees collecting

together followed up the Muzzarees and recovered the greater part of the pro-

perty stolen from them, but the remainder was carried oft' to Rojaun. The
Boogtees also managed to capture two mares from the invaders. They complain
of this unprovoked assault on them, by people from within our frontier, who at the

time were perfectly aware that the Boogtees were no longer enemies of the

British Government, but had been received into favour. I have already reported

these circumstances at length to Major Jacob, Political Superintendent on the

Frontier.

With the exception of the above, nothing of importance has occurred on the

Frontier under my command during the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieut.,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir, 2nd February, 1852.

In transmitting the accompanying extract noted in the margin, I have the

Extract, paran^raph 14,
honor to rctpiost that you wiU have the goodness to report

from a .itspat(ii''tr()in the on thc arrangements now in force with the Khan of Kelat

ri'.^t'ws^liatwUnu'Tsciiiem- ^"1" the apprehension of robbers who took refuge in his
ber, No. 22, of 1851. COUUtry.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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iothScptember,i85i. EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 14, from a despatch from the Honorable the

Court of Directors, dated the 10th September, No. 22, of 1851.

14. The boundary between Scinde and Joudpoor has been settled under the

orders of the Government of India ; we wait for a report of the arrangements

with the Khan of Kelat for the apprehension of robbers who take refuge in his

country.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

3rd February, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 213, of the

2nd February, 1852, to my address, with accompaniments, and with reference

thereto to state that the arrangements with the Kelat Government, for the

apprehension of robbers who take refuge in its territories, are as follows :

—

The Agent of the Khan of Kelat resides with the Political Superintendent of

the Frontier, at Khanghur, and through him all the officers of the Khan, through-

out his country, are, whenever a robber is known or believed to have taken refuge

within their territory, immediately directed to search for, to cause him to be

apprehended, and forwarded to the Political Superintendent at Khanghur. In

such matters the Khan of Kelat and his officers have always afforded their best

aid.

In case of a robber being closely pursued across the border, by policemen or

others, a written order is furnished to the pursuing party by the Political Super-

intendent on the Frontier, calling on all the village and other authorities within

the Kelat territories to aid in the pursuit and capture.

This arrangement was made with the approbation and concurrence of His
Highness the Khan, and it is found to work well ; in every case cordial and
efficient aid has been afforded by the Kelat authorities.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

6th February, 1852 SiR,

I have the honor to request that you will have the goodness to favor me
with your opinion, as to the advisability of entertaining, as a part of the perma-
nent establishment, the Khyheerce and Chandia horsemen, who, for a number of

years, have l)cen in <jur pay, under an arrangement which was nominally tempo-
rary, and which called for a constant renewal of sanction.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, Political Superintendent, &c.

nil February, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 64, of the

6th February, 1852, to my address, and in reply to state that, in my o])inion, the

services of the Chandia horsemen referred to may be dispensed with, without any
inconvenience or impropriety, but that I think that the Khyheeree horsemen
should certainly be retaiiKnt as a permanent establishment attached to the frontier

force, and not as at present attached to the police, although under the orders of

the frontier commander.
The new arrangements consequent on the altered position of His Highness

Meer Ali Morad will render an increase of the Belooche horsemen attached to the

Scinde Irregular Horse necessary for the performance of the frontier duties.

About one hundred men (or fifty, deducting the 50 Chandias recommended to be
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(lischariTed), in addition to those now in Government employ, will he required, and 7th February, i852.

these I should propose to select from the Doombkees and Jekrances, with such
men of the Chandias as may appear to me to be fit tor the work required of them.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,
_ ^

20th February, 1852.

As directed in your letter No. 176, of 19th January, 1852, to my address,

I have the honor to forward herewith estimates of the cost of making four roads
in different parts of Upper Scinde, which will, in my opinion, be in the highest

degree useful and advantageous to the country.

The road with bridges over the Ghar, as well as over all the small canals

proposed to be made from Larkana to Sehwan, and to the southward, will be of

immense value if the Indus be considered the main artcrv : this road would be the

great vein of Scinde, the action of two in co-operation with each other will be
perfect. The road from Shikarpoor to Kusmore direct will lay open the jungles

of Boordeeka, introduce industrious and productive labor into that wild and de-

serted, but naturally fertile district.

This road will, however, not be always available, by reason of the inundation,

the hollows through which it will pass being too extensive for banking or bridging

;

wherefore the road via Meeq)oor is also required.

Boordeeka was once a highly populous and productive district, it is now, owing
to the inroads of the border robbers in bygone years, nearly deserted, and is

extensively covered with forest and dense reed grass.

But its former wealth and prosperity might now, in my opinion, be easily

restored ; and to effect this, cutting roads through the district appears to me to

be one of the most powerful and effective means.

The road from Kh}Tee Ke Ghurree to Larkana will be part of the most direct

route from the Bolaun to Lower Scinde, of the completion of which, it is,

I presume, uimecessary to point out the advantage.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 'Jth Ttbruary, 1852.

Under instructions received from you yesterday, I have the honor to report,

for your information, the undermentioned circumstances connected with an earth-

quake that occurred on this frontier lately, and which has been attended with

most fatal residts to the Murrce tribe. On the morning of the 24th ultimo, at

3.45, a slight shock was felt here, but not sufficient to affect in any way the build-

ings in this neighbourhood. After some days had elapsed, intelligence was
received that the same had been felt in other parts of the country, to the north-

ward, to a less or greater degree, but especially in the Murree Hills, where it had
l)een the cause of the death of a large number of people, and of the loss of much
cattle and other property.

It was some time bc'fore fully authentic particulars were received, of which the

followinir is an abstract :—On the mominjj of the 2nd dav of the Mussulman's

month, Kubbceul Akliir (corresponding to the 24tli January of our reckoning),

at the time of the appearance of the false dawn, that is about 4 o'clock, a very

severe shock of an cartluiuake was felt at Kahun, the princijial Fort in the Mur-
rc(! Hills, and residence of the chief and main portion of that tribe. One side of

the Fort wall was thrown down, the remainder much shattered, and the greater

number of the houses inside also overthroMni, burying beneath the ruins many
men, Avomen, and children, with some cattle, and a groat deal of ])roperty.

Deen Mahomed, the chief of the trilie, himself a])])ears to have had a wonderful

escape : the house in which he was living having fallen with the others, and men
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9th February, 1852 being killed on either side of him, he was saved by the portion of the house im-
mediately above him remaining firm until the motion had ceased, when he was
found hemmed in by the ruins of the remainder of his dwelling. Most of the

private houses, bimyahs, shops, &c., within the fort, either fell to the ground, or

were so shaken that it was considered unsafe to remain longer within them. On
this, Deen Mahomed, his family, and the usual residents within Kahun, left it,

and proceeded to another small fort, called Dost All's (the uncle of the chief)

Kotela, not far distant, entirely abandoning the place, which they looked upon
with superstitious dread, as unlucky, and pregnant with further misfortune to

them did they remain there longer; and I believe, that, owing to the strong

feeling these people have on these subjects, it will never again be inhabited by
them.

At the same time that this disaster occurred at Kahun, another even more
fearful calamity overtook a portion of the tribe, living with their cattle in a large

cave some little distance to the northward. The hill (in which the cave was)
was violently shaken, and fell, burning nearly every living being at that time
within it. The road by NufFoosk to Kahun has been completely closed by the

hill falling and filling up the pass through which it formerly went ; a consider-

able increase to the flow of water in the Lharee river has taken place, so much
so, that water is now flowing fast where it never even came to before, excepting

after heavy rain. According to the last accounts received, 260 Mussulmans,
women and children, have been killed, and upwards of eighty Hindoos, with a

large quantity of cattle, the amount of the latter yet unknown. As far as I can

learn, the disastrous effects from this earthquake have been confined to the

Murree Hills, and the consequent effect on the minds of these wild and highly

superstitious people is very great.

Their chiefs were assembled to proceed to Gundava, to make their submission

to His Highness the Khan of Kelat, and had, indeed, advanced some distance

for that purpose, when, hearing of this severe affliction, they returned to learn the

loss they had sustained ; they now declare that they will abandon the hills, to

which a curse seems attached, and apply to the Khan of Kelat for permission

to reside in the plains in the neighbourhood of Gundava, Dadur, or

Lharee.

The reports as to the whether any persons of note in the tribe are among the

killed, are very vague ; but a son of Gamin Khan (cousin to Deen Mahomed)
is mentioned, and an influential synd, of the name of Lall Shah.
The earthquake appears to have been felt throughout Cutchee, at Gundava,

Dadur, Bagh, Lharee, Poolajee, Chuttur, &c., at the same time as it was at

Khanghur and at Kahun. About 4 o'clock on the morning of the 24th ultimo,

a resident of Chuttur, who was fully awake at the time the earthquake took

place, declares that there were three perfectly distinct shocks perceptible, a few

seconds intervening between each.

Curiously, no mention has yet been made to me of its being at all felt anywhere
to the south ; neither have any accounts been received from Kelat, or Western
Beloochistan, of its having been the cause of injury to any of the large towns
in those hills.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieut.,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Commanding Field Force, Roree.

9tli Marcli, 1852. glR^

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1,856, dated the 12th September last, sub-

mitting a copy of a communication from Major Jacob, Political Superintendent

and Commandant on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, relative to his settlement of

the boundary of the Kelat frontier.

2. Li reply, I am desired to observe that in your letter you have treated two
subjects, which, though in a great degree connected, are perfectly .distinct

questions, and which His Lordship in Council has resolved to treat separately.

3. With reference to the first three paragraphs of your letter, and the first

seventeen paragraphs of that from Major Jacob, I am instructed to state that
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His Lordship in Council considers the rule, which is said to be ancient and 9th March, i852.

well known, that Scinde should retain the land watered by the Indus, and Kelat

that irrigated from the hills of Cutchee, to be equitable in principle, and accord-

intrly authorizes its being carried out through the whole line.

4. Adverting to the 49th paragraph of your letter, I am directed to request

that you will be good enough to obtain and submit to Government, a detailed

report on the present state of the colony at Poolajee, and the actual nature of the

British relation towards it.

5. On the subject of British relations with the Khan of Kelat, and the sug-

gestions by yourself and Major Jacob with reference to his possessions in Scinde,

I am to refer to my separate letter, No. 126, of this date, in reply to yours, No.

2,106, of the 8th October last.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

(True copy.)

(Signed) W. ARTHER,
Assistant Commissioner.

Sir, 20th March, 1852.

In forwarding the accompanying copy of letter from Government on

No. 125. dated 9th instant,
the subjcct of the Settlement of the boundary of the

Kelat Frontier, I have the honor to request that you will

On the present state of ^^^ve the ffoodness to fumish the Report called for in the
the colony at Poolajee, and , i i i-

the actual nature of the 4th paragraph thcreot.
British relations towards it.

No 1 856 dated 12th ^- ^^^ ^^VY ^^ ^Y letter to Government has already been

Sept. 1851.

'

transmitted to you, under date the 1 8th September last.

No. 1,915.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 29th March, 1852.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 675, of the

23rd March, 1852, to my address, and as therein directed to inform you that, in

cases of offences committed by the subjects of foreign states within British ter-

ritory on the frontier under my charge, I have dealt with the criminal magis-

terially, either committing them to jail for trial, or, if the crime were of less

serious nature, sentencing them to such punishment as might be within my
power to inflict, and which appeared adequate to the offence.

In cases where the offenders were subjects of foreign states, and the offence

also committed in other than British territory, I have made the offenders over to

their own princes to be dealt with, or, in particular cases, have made special

reports to the Commissioner in Scinde, and kept the offenders in prison until the

instructions of Government regarding them might be received.

In one instance, a man in British pay, but not a British subject, nor residing

within British territory, was imprisoned by me for treacherously corresponding

with our enemies in the hills, was tried by a military commission, by order of

Sir C. Napier, was convicted of the offence, and was hanged at Khanghur under

instructions from His Excellency.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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29th March, 1852. gjR

In obedience to instructions contained in your letter, No. 642, of the 20th

March, 1852, to my address, I have the honor to report that the present state of

the colony at Poolajee, and the actual nature of the British relations towards it,

are as follow :

—

It appears right, in the first place, to observe, that there is no colony properly

so called at Poolajee at all ; the Khyheeree Zemeendars, now occupying that

part of the country, being the original and rightful owners of these lands, for

which they still possess' the old sunnuds granted them by the first Nusseer

Khan of Kelat.

The Khyheerees remained in possession of these lands until about the end of

the year 1828.

At this time the Government of Mehrab Khan of Kelat was weak ; the

country, consequently, in great disorder ; and the predatory tribes of hill and

plain, the Murrees, Boogtees, Doombkees, and Jekranees, were becoming more

and more bold in their lawless proceedings.

The whole of these predatory Belooche tribes leagued against the Khyheerees,

who were, at that time, powerful and warlike, but who never were plunderers

;

after a long and bloody struggle, the Khyheerees were driven out of the

country.

A part settled at Khanpoor, near Shikarpoor ; some near Larkana ; others at

Gotkee ; and a number were dispersed through the Deyrajat.

In the year 1839, when the first expedition was imdertaken by the British

against Beejah Khan and the predatory tribes of Cutchee, the Khyheerees were,

by Mr. Ross Bell, Political Agent in Upper Scinde, restored to their lands of

Poolajee, Chutter, &c., and two hundred of their horsemen were taken into

Brirtsh pay. But the men, wanting confidence in the arrangements, and not having

recovered their courage after the terrible defeats which they had ten years before

received from the Belooche tribes, did not bring their families back to Cutchee.

They left their wives and children in Scinde, and the fighting men alone occupied

the towns and lands which had been restored to them.

It was well for them that they did so, for when the disasters occurred at

Kahun, Nuffoosk, &c., the political officers again expelled the Khyheerees from

their lands, and allowed the Doombkees and Jekranees to re-occupy them, the

Khyheerees retiring to Scinde as before.

Things remained thus, until Sir C. Napier's hill campaign of 1845. That

portion of the Doombkee tribe which had occupied Poolajee under Beejah Khan,

and Durrya Khan Jekranee, with his people, were transported into Scinde ; and

to prevent the coimtry being again occupied by robbers, I was directed by Sir C.

Napier to place some other friendly people in possession of the vacant district of

Poolajee, &c.

I endeavoured, in the first instance, with the consent of the Khan of Kelat, to

induce the Chandias to settle there, but without success.

I tried several other tribes, with no better result.

The feeling expressed by all was, the lands belong to the Khyheerees ; no one

else has a right to occupy them ; and we cannot think ourselves firmly possessed

of ground that others have a just claim to.

The Khan of Kelat, although willing to agree to anything the British Govern-

ment proposed, expressed similar sentiments ; and, under these circumstances,

I recommended that the Khyheerees should be replaced in possession of their

• old lands.

To this Sir C. Napier agreed, and I was ordered to carry it into effect. I

• assembled the chief men of the tribe, and, with some difficulty, induced them to

bring their wives and children across the desert, and settle for good in their old

homes.

The men declared that it would be impossible for them to remain in the

country without British protection ; but the business was at last arranged by Sir

C. Napier's agreeing to retain in British pay eighty of the Khyheeree horsemen

(allowing these to reside at home at Poolajee, &c.), and to occupy Shahpoor with

a detachment of British troops.

The Khyheerees were thus settled on their hereditary lands, under British

protection ;" their sovereign, the Khan of Kelat, fully consenting to, and ap-

proving of, the arrangements entered into.
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The improved arrangements for the protection of this frontier made in the 29th March, issa.

year 1848, enabled me to withdraw the detachment from Shahpoor, and since

that time no British troops have been posted beyond the desert.

The 80 Khyheeree horsemen were and are still retained in our pay, and this

pajTnent thenceforth formed the only real connection between us. From what
has been set forth above, it will be seen that the actual nature of the British

relation towards the Khyheerees at Chuttcr, Poolajee, &c., consists solely in the

British Government paying them a sum of Rupees 1,215 monthly for the main-

tenance of 80 of their horsemen, forming a kind of ii'regular outpost on the

Cutchee side of the desert.

As Zemeendars, and in all other respects, they are exactly on the same footing .

as any other subjects of His Highness the Khan of Kelat, and I have always

impressed this on their minds, and treated them accordingly.

The ari'angement has been found to work tolerably well hitherto, and it has

enabled me, since the withdrawal of the Shahpoor detachment, still to receive full

information regarding everything doing in Cutchee ; while, without much inter-

ference on my part, it has been found practicable to enable the peaceable Khy-
heerees to stand their gi'oimd as yet against their old enemies in the hills. The
arrangement of papng these people can, however, hardly be considered a per-

manent one, though, for the present, it may be desirable to retain it.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 202, of the

29th March 1852, to my address, with accompaniment, and with reference to their

subject to state that I am of opinion that the whole of the police arrangements

of the border district in my charge should be in my hands. For the performance

of these duties 1 beg leave to recommend that I be authorized at once to engage

100 Belooche horsemen at Rupees 15, with four Jemadars at Rupees 25 each per

mensem.
The services of these men will be necessary for the peace of the country, and I

propose to engage in this body AUim Khan Kulpur, with others of the Boogtee

tribe, which arrangement will tend as much as anything to prevent a resumption

of their predatory habits by these inveterate marauders ; attempts at which,

though unsuccessful, still would disturb and prove injurious to the country.

I have the honor also to point out the propriety of correcting the anomalous

an'angements regarding the pay of the Khyheerees. This pay is now drawn by

the Lieutenant of Police at Shikarpoor, while the men are, and have been from

the first, wholly in my charge, and are employed beyond the frontier.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

3rd April, 1852.

Sir,

I have the honor to call your attention to the subject of my letter, No. 129,

of the 17th June 1851, and several other letters to your address.

I have the honor to request the favor of your bringing to the notice of Govern-

ment the peculiar circumstances under which 1 have so long held civil and

political charge of this frontier, with a view to matters being placed on a more
satisfactorj' footing.

Since January 1847, up to this time, I have performed the Police, Magisterial,

and Political duties of the Frontier of Up])cr Scinde.

On the 7th February 1848, 1 was formally appointed by Government, Political

Superintendent as well as Commandant on this Frontier.

8th April, 1852.
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8th April, 1852. The duties of this appointment were, as I believe you are well aware, from

the first, of no trifling nature : they have necessarily very greatly increased, and

are increasing, as the country becomes more and more inhabited, and peace,

quiet, confidence, and security are established among the people.

For the successful carrying out of the measures requisite for establishing the

feeling of safety for life and property in this disturbed country, and to create

peaceable and industrious habits among such wild and disorderly people, it was

necessary that the officers employed should show that they were in earnest in the

task they had undertaken, and that permanent measures and a permanent resi-

dence in the country were intended. Knowing the importance of this, I have

proceeded as if I expected to remain all my life in this spot, and have built here

a large house, &c., and expended, with the objects above mentioned, nearly

every farthing of pay and prize-money which I have received from the state.

I am certain that this has had as much to do with the peace and quiet which

for years past has prevailed on the border, as any other means which I have

been able to employ. This is no new idea : the same thing has been done with

success by political officers in India on many occasions, as you are well aware,

but in every other instance the cost was borne by the state ; while here, though

the Government, the country, and the people, have had the full benefit of the

measure, which has proved perfectly successful, the whole expense has been

defrayed from my private means.

I have performed the civil and political duties of the frontier district for

more than five years past without any pecuniary remuneration whatever, and

without even my necessary office expenses having been allowed me.

I find that during this time the item of stationery alone used in political and
civil duties has cost me some 1,800 Rupees, and that a considerable expense has

also been incurred for office, carriage, and other incidental expenses, solely of a

public nature.

I feel certain that this state of things will not be considered by Government

to be fair dealing towards a hard-working servant, and that the circumstances

have only to be properly brought to notice to ensure its being remedied.

It is true that I am liberally paid for my regimental command of the Scinde

Irregular Horse, but these allowances would be the same wherever the corps

might be, and relate to the regiment alone, having no reference to civil and

political duties ; and not being adequate to meet the extra expenses above

mentioned.

When I held political charge of this frontier in 1842, together with the com-

mand of the Scinde Irregular Horse, I received, by order of the Government of

India, an allowance of Rupees 250 a month for my political duties, in addition to

my regimental allowances, though these duties were of a trifling nature when
compared with the political charge of this frontier as at present constituted.

Another great hardship attends the present arrangement : it is that my position

as regards salary being simply that of a regimental commanding officer, I

cannot obtain leave of absence without the forfeiture of the whole of my allow-

ances.

I have served nearly 14 years in Scinde and Beloochistan, and during the

whole of this period I have never been absent from my duty from any cause what-

ever
;
yet should failing health, or any other cause, compel me to proceed to

Kurrachee, or to be otherwise temporarily absent from my post, I should have to

pay for the indulgence at the rate of some 1,100 Rupees per mensem.

On the whole view of the question, I am certain that, if the matter be

properly represented, Government will at once see fit to allow me for my political

duties :

—

1st. A proper Establishment and Stationery allowance.

2nd. Such salary as may be thought an adequate remuneration for the duty

performed.

3rd. The privilege of obtaining leave occasionally which is enjoyed by all

officers similarly situated, retaining a reasonable portion of staff" pay during the

period of absence.

You are yourself, I am aware, well acquainted with all the circumstances

attending the position of the Political Superintendent of this frontier, with the

nature and amount of the duties of the appointment, and the manner in which

they have been performed, and of the correctness or otherwise of what I have
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set fortli on the subject—wherefore, I have the honor to request the favor of Ktii April, issa.

your fully representing the matter to Government, so as to have it settled on a

permanent footing, and to prevent the necessity of any further reference.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde.
.

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, I'tli April, 1852.

I have been directed by the Board of Administration to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter. No. 499, of the 5th ultimo, regarding

by OTiier of sir"^H^™i! the incursions of the Muzzarees under Imaum Bux, brother
Lawrence, K.C.B., Presi- of Dost Ali, the chief of the clan, against the Boogtees, a

E*sq.! Member.
^"'^''"^'^

tribe represented by Major Jacob " to have been behaving

exceedingly well " for some time past.

2. The Board remark that the records of the office prove that the Boogtees

and Murrees have, since the annexation of the Punjaub, made repeated depreda-

tions on Rojaun, and there can be little doubt that the foray now complained of

was made by the Muzzarees in retaliation for that made by the Murrees in

December last, and reported at the time.

3. Shawalla is the post which requires guarding. The President of the

Board is informed that the head-man of Shawalla is willing to guarantee the

safety of his neighbourhood, if he is allowed a small party of horse. The
Board have ordered an arrangement upon this plan as the cheapest for the

present. They think that the Scinde Horse should be directed to patrol up to

the Nullah on their side of Shawalla, and they will direct that the detachment
of Punjaub Cavalry posted at Kin, shall move down occasionally on the Punjaub
side as far as the village. They will also give instructions for one of the assist-

ants at Deyra Gazee Khan to proceed to the neighbourhood of Shawalla, and
make himself acquainted with the localities.

4. They do not think that the measure which you suggest, viz., that Major
Jacob should extend his frontier posts so as to meet those of the Punjaub
Frontier, would be expedient. One objection to either the Scinde or Punjaub
Cavalry doing the work and meeting half way, is, that the pay of the men is so

very different.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) P. MELVILLE,
To H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Secretary to the Board of Administration.

Commissioner in Scinde.

Gentlemen, "1> April, usa.

I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from Major Jacob, C.B.,

Commanding the Frontier of Upper Scinde, enclosing one from Lieutenant

No. 44, dated 22nd Feb- Mercwethcr, and to request the attention of the Board to

ruary, reporting depreda- the Statements therein contained, with a \\ev} to measures

Muzzarre" "under Imaum being taken to punish the aggi'essors, and to prevent such
Bux, brother of Dost Ali, proceedings in future, as well as to call Dost Ali, the

Muzzaree Sirdar, to account for the conduct of his people.

2. When I was lately at Kusmore and in its neighbourhood, the people of Ali

Morad's late districts were loud in their complaints of the lawless habits of the

Muzzarees between Kusmore and Rojaun.

3. At first I believed their assertions to be merelv a justification of their wish

to carry arms and make re])risals, but further inquiry convinced me that their

complaints were well founded, and I learnt that the country between Kusmore,
the extreme northern post of the Scinde Frontier, and Kote Dildar, the most
southern post of the Punjaub Frontier patrols, was a perfect nest of thieves,

principally in consequence of the authority of neither the Punjaub nor Scinde

authorities being asserted over the district in question.

4. I referred to Major Jacob, C.B., who is well acquainted with all that

part of the country. He informs me that he could, without inconvenience,

extend his frontier posts so as to meet those of the Punjaub Frontier, and that
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6th AprU, 1852. vvhen he returns to the frontier, on the breaking up of the force at Roree, he

could have the boundary laid do^vn at any part of the line convenient to the

Punjaub authorities. This would enable the officers, both in the Punjaub and

Scinde, more effectually to protect and control all within their respective

jurisdictions.

5. Should your Board see no objection to this course, I will request Major

Jacob to act on it, if you will give corresponding instructions to the Punjaub

authorities, and empower them to communicate direct on the subject to Major

Jacob.

6. A sketch of the locality in question is enclosed for facility of reference.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To the President and Members of the Board of

Administration in the Punjaub, Lahore.

aoth April, 1852. SiR,

In transmitting the copies of correspondence on the subject noted in

To the Board of Atimi- the margin, in reference to the letter from Lieut. Mere-
nistration, No. 499, dated wether, No. 43, dated the 22nd February last, I have the
6th ultimo, irora ditto, JNo. . , -n i- %i
400, dated 17th instant, re- honor to rcqucst that you w^ll tavor me with any re-
garding tiie incursions of marks wliich may occur to you from a perusal of these
the Muzzarees under Imaum J J r
Bux, brother of Dost ^Ui, encloSUrCS.
the chief of the clan.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

2lBt April, 1852. SiR,

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the trade through

No. 2,090, of the 27th Sciudo with the countries to the west and north-west, I
March, enclosing copy of a

j ^| \\onoY to forward copics of a letter from Govern-
despatch from the Honorable *'""^ "'"^

_ ic-ii
Court of Directors, No. 1, mcnt, as per margin, and oi its enclosed copy oi a despatch

'^'To^L"coUec"or'!No.'l77 from the Honorable Court, and of mv letter, forwardbg it

and 878, dated 2otii instant, to the Collectors of KuiTaclice and Shikarpoor.

2. You will observe from paragraph 4 of Government letter, that the observa-

tions and suggestions with which you formerly furnished me on the subject of roads

are likely to produce useful results. Should you have any further remarks to

make on the same or any other subject connected with the matter in hand, I shall

be much obliged by your favoring me with them.

3. Also on the subject of paragraph 15 of the Court's despatch.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) .
H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent, &c.

14th January, 1852. SiR,

Par. \.—The letters noted in the margin supply the infonnation relative to

Letters dated 2.5th Nov., No. 43,1851. the trade through Scindc with Central Asia which

„ 18th June, No. 89, „ was Called for in our despatch of the 15th Novem-
4th July, No. 99, „ 1 I^T ,r. iQcrv

„ 25th July, No. 116, „
"^l, SSO. lU, l»OU.

„ 30th Aug., No. 134, „ 2. The subject is one to which we attach much
„ nth Sept. No. 143, „ interest, and we need not repeat our eai-nest desire to

encourage the development of the resources, as well as commercial as agricultural,

of the Province of Scinde.

3. The Governor-General, in reviewing the proceeding, considers that the sug-

gestions of Ml-. Frere for extending the trade of the mother-country, and for pro-
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iiiotinu" the interests (»f" the Province, nre simj)le and salutarv, and lias no doubt i ah January, i852.

tliey will be favorably regarded by the Bondiay Cloveninient. lie offers the as-

surance that the aid of the Supreme Government will be afforded to effect public

objects of so valuable a character.

4. The dislike of Asiatics to travelling by sea, more particularly of those classes

who, from their inland position, only learn its wonders and terrors by report, is

proverbial, and not easily overcome ; accordingly, we find that the merchants of

Central Asia complain of the loss of life, time, and property, to which a voyage

to Bombay and back subjects them, that they are at the mercy of the Dulahs and
native dealers at Bombay, and are obliged to sell their goods at any price, being

pressed for time to purchase a return investment ; they abo complain of the heavy

charges of freight by steam, if they are disposed to avail themselves of the more
cx])editious mode of transport. In recognising this deep-rooted feeling, and in

acknowledging the inconvenience to which the Asiatic dealer is subjected in seek-

ing a market so far from home, the Committee of Inquiry have recorded the

opinion that this sea voyage is the great drawback to a full development of the

trade with " Khorasan " (meaning thereby the interior of Asia).

5. We notice with pleasure that you have authorized Mr, Frere to take

measures for the establishment of a fair in Scinde, and wc; proceed to explain why
we consider Kurrachco-the most eligible site for its formation. The Commissioner
says, as regards the situation for a fair, such meetings are useful whenever two
lines of commerce join, or rather where the beats, so to speak, of two different

classes of traders meet. Both Kurrachee and Shikarpoor arc so situated, and
both therefore are well suited for the purpose.

6. It is of importance that the commerce of both parties bringing merchandise

to the fair, viz., the traders from Central Asia, and those who come by sea to the

port, should be consulted. The Khandahar and Ivelat merchants are accustomed

when en route to Bombay to visit Kurrachee ; no change of practice is therefore

called for in their continuing to do so, and this is always an important considera-

tion. The merchants attending the fair by sea, from ports at a greater or less

distance, will be pleased to find that their goods mav be disposed of at the place

of their first landing, and to those classes an inland journey to Shikarpoor, with

the additional expense of transport, would entail difficidties which it would be
well to avoid, and we therefore concur with Dr. Gibson and JNIr. Frere in prefer-

ring Kurrachee to Shikarpoor as the site of the fair, leaving, however, the final

decision of this part of the subject to your Government, after communication with

the Government of India.

7. We think that the offer of the commercial punchayet at Shikarpoor to cir-

culate copies of a proclamation, through all parts of Central Asia, notifying that

the fair would be held at a given time, and that all frontier duties would be re-

mitted during the three months for which the fair wouhl be o])en, should be

accepted, and that copies of the said proclamation, in Persian, Arabic, and
Ilindustanec, should be sent to all the ports of Persia, Arabia, and Africa, in the

Pt!rsian and Arabian seas, and very generally to the most eastern ports of our

Indian possessions.

8. The Commissi(«icr and Dr. Gibson consider that extended means of steam-

transport from Bombay to Kurrachee should be available to the public at the

opening of the fair, and we trust that you will give every assistance, consistent

with the public interests, in affording such accommodati<m.

9- To afford facilities to the general commerce*, immediate attention to the

improvement of the port of Kurrachee is imperatively called for, but on this

point we have only to observe that our sanction to the completion of the mole
was given in the public despatch to Bombay, dated 5th March last, No. 47, pro-

vided it should be ascertained that the work can be accomplished for an amount
not materially exceeding the original estimate.

10. The Commissioner observes that another obstacle, besides the condition

of the harbour, exists to prevent vessels from fretiuenting the port. The track

of vessels to and fi-om Kurrac^hee lies along the coast of Kattywar and the Delta,

and the navigation is difficult, both on account of the lowness of the land and the

changeable currents which run strongly. No minute surveys or careful sailing

directions, he states, are accessible to the ])ublic : com])Iete and admirable sur-

veys exist in manuscript, of which copies are in the hands of the officers of the

Indian Navy, but they are guarded by them as official documents with extreme
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uth January, 1852. jealousj. The Commissioner Very justly observes, that Government should au-

thorize the publication of the survey of a coast to which it is intended to attract

mercantile shipping, and he is of opinion that the expense of printing would be
met by a sale of the chart. We desire that this suggestion may be attended to.

1 1

.

Both the Committee and the Commissioner are of opinion that, with a view
of attracting commerce to the port, facilities should be afforded for the reception

of Patau traders. All large towns in Turkey, Persia, and Central Asia have
ample caravan serai accommodation for the lodging of travellers and traders, and
affording a receptacle for their merchandise ; and we observe that the Commis-
sioner has suggested that the old jail may be converted into a serai. A small

levy might be made from the occupants to cover the expenses of the maintenance
and repairs of the building.

12. It is also suggested by the Commissioner, that a Military Committee-

should be appointed to attend at the fair, for the purchase of horses to supply

the Artillery and Field batteries of Scinde, and the Mounted Corps at Rajcote,

Deesa, Neemuch, Nusseerabad, &c.

13. ]\Iajor Jacob observes, that one of the great obstacles to a thriving trade

in that part of the world is the want of good direct roads through Scinde, and
points out the different directions where their formation is particularly called

for. The Commissioner quite coincides in this opinion, and concludes by re-

marking, that, considering what natural facilities exist for making roads passable

for wheeled carriages throughout Scinde, the present state of the roads is not

creditable to a civilized Government.

14. The duties levied on merchandise passing between Khandahar and Kur-
rachee most seriously interfere with the due development of the trade, and it be-

hoves the more enlightened Government, by the abolition of duties on their own
frontier, practically to show the native chiefs that they will best promote their

own interests by reducing their transit charges—it is the only appeal likely to

prove efficacious. ISIajor Jacob says, all our duties le\'ied on this frontier should

be abolished. The amount collected is not of any great importance, while the

injury done to the trade by the vexation and amioyance of the impost is great.

Let all be free " coming and going." This is a principle which has operated

successfully in other portions of our dominions, and the remission of frontier duty
on the single article of wool has been followed by so enormous an increase of its

import, that we have every encouragement to prosecute the experiment in other

branches of commerce. The importation of wool from Khandahar and Kelat in

1843 amounted in value to Rupees 559. The frontier duty on it was abolished

in 1844. Its supply has annually increased, and in 1849-50 its value amounted
to Rupees 2,34,547.

15. Major Jacob says, the Khan of Kelat cannot be asked to renomice

transit duties while we levy similar contributions, and even collect these vexatious

dues within the Kelat territories, we having maintained, for some years past, a
custom-house establishment at Rojaun ; on this point we require information, as

we are aware of no reason to justify our maintaining so anomalous a position,

16. Major Jacob thinks we should assist the Khan of Kelat in establishing

his authority over the turbulent tribes of his territory ; to these suggestions we
are decidedly opposed, being of opinion that all interference in the dissensions of

the tribes bordering on Scinde should be avoided. He also suggests a small

pecuniary assistance to the Khan, which is less objectionable if it tends to pro-

duce salutary effects on the trade. The Commissioner, in recommending the

extension of this mode of conciliation, does not state in what way it is likely to

prove beneficial.

17. The general aspect of our trade wdth Central India, is more satisfactory

than we were led to expect from the vague and insufficient reports heretofore

transmitted to us. It is still shown, that Russian piece goods have the preference

in the market as regards pattern, colour, and durability, but there is evidence of

their being undersold by English commodities, and of their import being on the

decline. It is therefore highly probable, that if some of the obstacles which at

present depress the trade are removed, and if attention is paid by our manu-
facturers to the taste of the population of Central Asia, the preponderance of

supply may be furnished by Britain, even in the markets of Herat and Meshid.

18. To effect this desired end we should wish you to obtain for us from the

bazaars of the two latter cities, further samples of Russian goods in brocades,
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silks, thread, wool, and cotton, and in hardware, and particularly of goods mixed itth January, isn2.

with silk and cotton, which are in very general use with Mahomedans ; and also

specimens of such fabrics manufactured in Bokhara and Central Asia as may
have a chance of being successfully imitated in England.

19. We have reason to suppose that much blue and white glazed paper

of Russia, suited for the reed used by Asiatics in writing, is consumed throughout

Central Asia, and this article, we are of opinion, might successfully be supplied

by England ; of such paper we desire to be furnished with specimens.

20. There are many useful suggestions brought to your notice by the several

authorities in Scinde which have not been adverted to, but which are all well

deserving of attention ; among these is Dr. Gibson's, that specimens of Russian

chintzes should be sent to the Coromandel Coast, in order that improved patterns

may be copied by the native fabricators. We observe that the consideration of

these important matters is transferred to the General and Political Departments,

for such notice and measures as may appear necessary. If preparatory arrange-

ments are sedulously worked out, we conceive that there is ample time for the

due orjjanization of the holdintj of the fair during the autumnal and winter

months of 1852.

21. We anxiously look for further reports of your proceedings, and we direct

your continued attention in piu-suit of an object to which we attach the utmost

importance. We are, &c., &c.,

(Signed) JOHN SHEPHERD,
And other Directors.

London, lAth January, 1852.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) H. E. GOLDSMID,

(True Copy.)
(Signed)

'

W. ARTHER,

Secretary to Government.

W. ARTHER,
Assistant-Commissioner.

SiK, 21st March, 1S52.

With reference to former correspondence ending with Government letter.

No. 9,020, dated the 9th September, 1851, I have been directed by the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council to annex for yom* information and guidance,

copy of a despatch from the Honorable the Court of Directors, No. 1, dated the

14th of January last, reviewing the proceedings which have been laid before

them relative to the trade through Scinde with Central Asia, and to communi-
cate to you the following observations and instructions.

2. His Lordship in Council has been pleased to authorize you to give effect to

the instructions contained in paragraph 7 of the despatch, in such manner as

you may deem most effectual.

3. The contingency referred to in paragi'aph 8 will to some extent be met by
means of the private steamers now regularly plying between Bombay and
Kurrachee, in the fair season, but Government are most desirous of affording

every assistance they can, and are prepared to receive any suggestions you may
have to make as to the mode in which such assistance can be rendered.

4. The subject of paragra])h 13 is under separate consideration with reference

to your letter, No. 7Q, of 27th ultimo.

5. You will have the goodness to furnish the information required in para-

graph 15.

6. You are further requested to procure in triplicate or quadruplicate, as

already requested to you in a separate letter, the samples refeiTcd to in paragraphs
18 and 19, placing yourself in communication with anv of our authorities whose
aid it may be necessary to solicit to meet the Honorable Court's wishes. I am to

remind you of the observations of the Chamber of Commerce in paragi'aph 3 of

their letter, No. 59, dated the 26th August, 1851, relative to some of the

specimens before sent being supposed to be of British manufacture ; the speci-

mens accompanying your letter of the 27th ultimo, arc now with the Chamber of

Commerce.
7. Your attention is requested to paragi-aph 20 of the despatch, and to the

I
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21st i.'anh, 1852. proceedings on yowr record, and you will be good enough to point out all that

you think can be done, and fui'nish the necessary samples.

8. Your attention is also particularly requested to paragraph 21.

9. The subjects of the paragraphs below specified have been transferred to

other departments.

Para. 9- To General Department, for early attention.
' Para. 10. Marine Department, for early attention, and issue of such early

orders as may be necessary.

Para. 1 1 . Judicial Department.
Paras. 14 and 16. To the Political Department for special notice as

regards paragraph 16.

10. The further proceedings of Government on communications received

from you since the Government letter, No. 9,022, dated the 9th September,

1851, was written, have been duly reported to the Honorable the Court of

Directors.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. E. GOLDSMID,
To H. B. E. Frere, Esq., Secretary to Government.

Commissioner in Scinde.

•i' April, 1852. Sir,

With reference to the correspondence on the subject of the trade through
Scinde with Central Asia, I have the honor to forward copy
of a letter from Government, and of the enclosed despatch

from the Honorable Court of Directors, and to request your

early and particular attention to those portions which relate

to your charge.

The notification forwarded with my letter. No. 2,375, of the 8th of Novem-
ber, should be republished with the additions noted in the

enclosed draft. Translations should be made in the

languages noted in the margin, and distributed to all the

traders within your reach, with a request that they may be
circulated as widely as possible, at all ports and marts

with which they have any communication. You should

send copies in whatever language may be most appropriate

to the British agents and officers whose charges border on our ovm, and request

No. 2,090, of the 27th
March, enclosing copy of a
'despatch from the Hon.
Court of Directors, No. 1,

dated 14th January, 1852.

2.

Persian.

Hindustanee.
Scinde.

Marwarree.
Punjabee—Shikarpoor only.

Arabic. )

Mahratta. } Kurrachee only.

Guzerattee.

)

To Kurrachee only.

To Kurrachee only.

on

them to give them all the publicity in their power, both at their own stations,

and at marts with which their traders may have correspondence.

3. Copies of each translation should be submitted to me, and to the Collector

of Hydrabad.
You should consult the mercantile community on the subject of paragraph 3rd

of the Government letter, and favor me with any suggestions which may occur

to you.

I request you will take any steps in your power to obtain, through merchants

in your neighbourhood, samples of the kind described in paragraphs 6 of the

Government letter, and 18 and 19 of letter of the Honorable Court. Any
advances which you may require to make for the purpose of effecting such pur-

chases, should be made at once, and reported.

I take the opportunity of reminding you that I have not yet received the

samples called for in my letter. No. 307, of the 18th February last. They
should be separately forwarded in triplicate or quadruplicate, with as little delay

as possible.

A separate set of samples of chintzes, also in quadruplicate, shovild be sent for

transmission to the INIadras Government, for the purpose indicated in paragraph

20 of the Court's despatch.

ToKun-achec only. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Court's despatch, I would beg for an

early answer to my last reference on the subject of the amomit of black mail

le\ned on the road to Jungara.
To Kurrachee only. I have addressed the Collector of Shikarpoor separately on the subjects above

noticed.
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I shall be obliged by any observations or suggestions which mav occur to vou 2otii AprU, is52.

on other branches of the subject of these letters.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Note.—The paragraphs opposite which is remarked, " To Kuri'achee only,"

were not inserted in the letter to the Collector of Shikarpoor.

(True copy.)

(Signed) W. ARTHER,
Assistant-Commissioner.

After recapitulating the previous notice forwarded with the Commissioner's

letter. No. 2,375, of 8th November, 1851, substituting as follows, for paragraphs
3 and 4 :—

" 3. One at Kurrachee, to be held every year, from the 1st December, for

sixty days."

." 4. The other fair-is to be held at Sukkur, in Upper Scinde, commencing
every year on the 1st of January, and is intended to last for the space of forty-

five days."

The revised notice will then run :

—

" To the above effect, a notice was pre\iously issued, and the Government have
now further directed, that with a view to give increased facilities to traders, all

frontier duties which are now levied on the frontier of Scinde be remitted for the

three months in which the fair will take place, that is to say, from the 15th

November to the 15th February.
" Government has further directed that shelter be forwarded for traders attend-

ing the fair.

" Large and commodious buildings are now ready for the purpose at Sukkur,
and due provision will be made for the same purpose at Kurrachee.

" If there are any other facilities which traders wish to be afforded to them, or

obstacles which they desire should be removed, they are hereby invited to make
their wishes known to the Collector of Kurrachee or Shikarpoor, or to the

Commissioner in Scinde."

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

(True copy.)

(Signed) W. ARTHER,
Assistant-Commissioner.

SlH 24th April, 1852.

I have the honor to enclose copy of a report received from the Thanadar of

Rojaun, relative to robberies said to have been committed by men of the Boogtee
tribe.

I have to request the favor of your inquiring into the circumstances of the

case therein mentitmod with a view to a stop being put to these depredations in

future, and I shall feel much obliged if you will endeavom*, through Islam Boogtee,

to apprehend the man Dreehun, who is accused of highway robbery.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) J. C. FITZ-MAURICE,
Assistant-Commissioner.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent

on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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:tii April, 1852. Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 894, of the

21st April 1852, to my address, with accompaniments. I have little to add to my
observations contained in former correspondence on the subject of the trade

through Scinde, roads of communication, &c.

But I beg again to call your attention to the greatest advantages which would
accrue from the abolition of the vexatious import and export duties collected on
this frontier.

The annoyance to the poorer classes of inhabitants of the country near the

border by the impost of these petty customs is almost incredible, while the

injurious effect produced on the trade is, and must be, out of all proportion to

the value of the dues collected.

I beg therefore strongly to recommend the immediate and total abolition of

import and export dues on this frontier.

I observe that the Honorable the Court of Directors appear to agree in opinion

with me as to the propriety of this measure ; wherefore there can be, I should

think, little difficulty in carrying it into effect.

This being done, I doubt not but that I may be able to induce His Highness
the Khan of Kelat, greatly to reduce the duties on merchandise passing through
his territory.

In any case, the influence of the abolition of these duties will be great and
extensive.

With regard to the grant of assistance to the Khan of Kelat, to enable him to

control his turbulent subjects, my opinions are unchanged.
If the fire consuming our neighbour's house did not and would not spread to

ours, we might, perhaps, let it bum unnoticed and unheeded ; but as matters

are, it might be prudent, in my opinion, to assist in extinguishing it.

At present, however, such assistance appears not to be much required.

The countenance which I have been able quietly to afford to the Kelat
authorities, the general effect of the measures and arrapgements in operation on
the border, the successful maintenance of the Khyheerees at Poolajee, &c., the

return lately of the Boogtees to their country, with feelings far more friendly to

us than to the Murrees, the release of the Doombkees (who were in the charge
• of Meer Ali Morad), which has secured the town and neighbourhood of Lharee
from the predatory inroads of the mountaineers—these causes, with some others,

have altogether had the effect of completely humbling and reducing the Murree
tribe.

Their principal chiefs have lately waited on the Khan of Kelat at Gundawa,
where also were assembled the chief of the Boogtee, Doombkee, Khyheeree, and
other tribes of Cutchee.

His Highness the Khan reports to me that he has settled all the old blood
feuds between these people, and established friendly relations between them ; that

a principal chief of the Murrees is to remain with him at Kelat, and that there

is every reason to believe that the arrangements for the permanent establishment

of peace and quiet in hill and plain will be successful.

By order of His Highness the Khan of Kelat, the Murree chief Ghannur
Khan has waited on me to-day at Khanghur, and in my presence expressed the

most solemn assurances, that in future he and his tribe would be obedient to

their lord, the Khan of Kelat, and be at peace' with all his subjects.

On the whole review of the circumstances, I am of opinion that these arrange-

ments will prove to be good and successful, and that their beneficial effects will

be felt on the Scinde side of the border, as well as through Cutchee.

On the subject of roads through Scinde, you are already in full possession of

my opinion.

The happiest efifects would undoubtedly follow the making of the road and
bridges recommended, from Larkana to Sehwan, over the Lukkee Hills to Kotree
and to Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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Sir, Ist May. 1852.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 102, of the

24th April, 1852, to my address, with accompaniment.

With reference to the subject thereof, I have the honor to inform you that

the man Dreehun has no sort of connection with Islam Khan, chief. Dreehun is

an outlaw, who has been for a long time past li-vang with the Murrees at Kahun.
I will endeavour to have the man apprehended by the means of the Kelat

authorities.

But I have the honor to point out that the Muzzarees of Rojaun and its

neighbourhood are the most impudent and incorrigible marauders in the whole
country, and that so long as they are allowed to bear arms and to plunder their

neighbours, the hiU men, &c., the latter will assuredly commit reprisals.

No man, not being a soldier in Government employ, is allowed, without a

written purwannah from me, on any account to bear arms throughout the frontier

imder my control ; and it would be well, wdth a view to put a stop to these

depredations, if the same rule were enforced on Dost Ali and the Muzzarees of

Rojaun, &c.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To Lieut. Fitz-Maurice, Assistant-Commissioner,

Devra Gazee Khan.

Sir, 5th May, 1852.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 985, of the

30th April, 1852, to my address, with accompaniments, and with reference to

their subject to observe, that it appears, from the second paragraph of the letter

from the Secretary to the Board of Administration, which accompanies your
letter under reply, that the Muzzarees of Rojaun, &c., are really permitted by the

British authorities not only to bear arms, but to make war, on their own private

account, on their neighbours.

The evils attending such a coiu-se of proceeding you must be as weU aware of

as I am. They were sufficiently exemplified by the state of affairs existing on
this frontier before January, 1847-

The benefits accruing from totally putting a stop to the practice of bearing
arms, and of private warfare, are also tolerably apparent from the state of affairs

on this frontier at present.

From the same paragraph of the letter above mentioned, it would seem that

the Board not only think the practice of private war allowable, but think that

an attack on the Boogtees by private individuals is justifiable in retaliation of

an inroad by the Mm-rees. But the policy which permits of such proceedings
cannot but be attended with the most disastrous effects. It must tend directly

to encourage and perpetuate murder, robbery, and all manner of violence and
crime.

Such proceedings are in exact accordance with the ideas of Belooche plun-
derers, but appear to me to be most unworthy of imitation by British officers.

With regard to the third paragi-aph of the letter from the Board of Ad-
ministration, I beg leave to observe that long experience on this fnmtier and
elsewhere, shows that allowing such persons as " the head man of Shawalla

"

to employ armed men, on pretence of his undertaking to guarantee the safety

of his neighbourhood, will always be attended with the most lamentable con-

sequences.

Such proceedings must and always do appear to the people of the country, and
to the marauders, to imply weakness and inability to protect the country on our
part.

The soldiers of the state alone must be allowed to bear and to use arms, or
there will assuredly be no peace, quiet, nor safety in the countrv.
The remark in the same paragraph regarding the patrols of the Scinde

Irregular Horse proceeding as far as Shawalla, shows that the Board of
Administration knows but little of the manner of conducting the duties on this

frontier.
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otii May, 1852. Sliawalla is about eleven miles from Kusmore only, while parties from Kus-
more and my other outposts have been in the habit, for years past, continually of

proceeding to five times this distance into the Boogtee Hills, and all over the

country between them and our line of posts. Every fresh footstep to a distance

of more than fifty miles fi'om our border is observed and reported.

No men can leave the hiUs with the intention of plundering in Scinde without

its being speedily known at the outposts, when parties immediately, as a matter

of course, move out in every likely clirection to watch for them ; and be the party

of marauders few or numerous, it is never successful in carrying off plunder, and
is, indeed, very seldom able to return in safety to the hills.

The detachments on this frontier are always mo^dng about, and are never

posted in villages or within walls. While my Belooche guides, not easily to be

distinguished from the hill men themselves, keep the officers in command of the

posts, as well as myself, always in possession of full and trustworthy information.

With respect to the fourth paragraph of the letter in question, regarding the

extension of the posts on this frontier to meet those of the Punjaub, I have the

honor to remark that they already approach very near to each other ; and the

proceedings of the troops employed on the two frontiers appear to be governed by

principles so different from each other, that I imagine the parties could not act

together with advantage ; the effbrts of the one might be neutralized by the pro-

ceedings of the other, while no number of parties walking along and meeting each

other on the frontier road would do anything towards preserving peace in a dis-

trict where the country folk are allowed to bear arms, and to make war on their

neighbours, on any account whatsoever, or on any pretence, however plausible.

I have the honor to forward herewith copies of letters, and accompaniment,

lately received from Mr. Fitz-Maurice, Assistant-Commissioner at Deyra Gazee
Khan, with my reply.

The contents of the Persian document are, I think, quite sufficient to show

that there is little likelihood of the posts on this frontier being able to act

efficiently, at present, in association with the troops at Kin.

It appears from this document, that not only do the peasantry of the country

obtain information concerning border raids before the native officers and men of

the outposts, but that when the latter have received information, they decline

acting on it, or even leaving their lines.

I have, of course, nothing to do with these proceedings, save as they tend to

affect, and really do affect, the peace of the fi'ontier entrusted to my charge.

But the Muzzarees of Rojaun, &c., are the most inveterate plunderers in the

whole country, and their robbing and mm'dering the Boogtees is likely to compel

that mountain tribe again to engage in a predatory life, from which they have

been reclaimed.

The man Dreehun, mentioned by Mr. Fitz-Maurice, has no sort of connection

with Islam Khan, the Boogtee chief: he has not been with that tribe for a very

long time, but has for many years past resided with the Murrees of Kahun, and
lived the life of an outlawed robber, at enmity with the Boogtees and every one

else from whom he could obtain plunder.

My reports will have made you aware that, since this alleged plimdering incur-

sion of the robber Dreehun, the Murree chief has waited on me at Khanghur,

and that His Highness the Khan of Kelat has established peace between the

Murrees, Boogtees, Khyheerees, and the other tribes of hill and plain in his

territories.

This peace appeared to me likely to be lasting ; but if our own subjects, the

Muzzarees, be allowed to plunder the hill men, on pretence of retaliation, all our

measures on this side will prove abortive, for the mountaineers will, of course,

plunder in return.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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My Lord, lath June, 1S52.

I have the honor to submit a copy of a letter from Major Jacob, Political

No. 76, of the 8th April, Superintendent on the Frontier, and respectfully but very
regarding iiis pay and es- earnestly to bcg that it may receive, at your Lordship's
tabUs ment.

hands, au early and favorable consideration of its prayer:

that your Lordship in Council would be pleased to grant him

—

1st. A proper office establishment and stationcrv allowance.

2nd. An adequate remuneration for the civil duties performed by him.

3rd. Tlie privilege of obtaining leave of absence occasionally, on the same terms

as other officers similarly situated, retaining a reasonable portion of his staff pay

during the period of absence.

2. As regards the first request, I can add nothing to what I have already sub-

Office EstahUshmeni and mittcd to your Lordship, in my letters noted in the margin,
Stationenj Aiioirance :—No. gxcept that nearly a year's observation and experience have
l,3S7,of the 18th Julv, 1851, ^ . .

•' ' . . , , ^
r> ,,

Secret Department. 'No. 30, Strengthened my conviction that the present protoundJv
of the 26th January, 1852. peaceful State of the North West Frontier of Scinde is

mainly omng to Major Jacob's excellent arrangements and unwearied personal

exertions, and that the establishment recommended in my letters above quoted is

essentiallv necessary to maintain and carry on the system to which such beneficial

results are attributable.

3. I can do little more than repeat the same words as regards the 2nd point, CivU Salary.

in referring to the suggestions contained in mv letter noted
Paragraphs 14 and 19 of in the marcnn. The laborer is worthy of his hire, and Imy letter, Xo. 139, of the

,
o

. . i , i i i t i i •

22nd April, 1852, Revenue Can oniy express my conviction that, should your Lordship
Department, and the state- concur in my suofgestioii, the salarv will be as well earned
ment annexed to It. • fC' ' ..,«„., , ,

as that 01 any oincer on similar political eniplov under
your Lordship's Government.

4. Government has, in general, little to do with the way in which a salary is

spent, but it is only just that I should state to your Lordship in Council the

powerful effijct produced on the country in his neighbourhood by the mode in

which Major Jacob has expended the greater part of his pay and allowances

during many years past. Totally regardless of comfort, as far as he is personally

concerned, he has spared no pains to make Khanghur, probably one of the least

favored spots in British India, a comfortable residence for his officers and men

;

and it is mainly owing to his liberality in this respect, that, in spite of all draw-
backs, and of a fiery climate, to which, for six months in the year, I know no
parallel, he has rendered it a spot where all serve cheerfully, and which nianv

would not quit for the best climate in India.

5. As far, therefore, as a public-spirited and patriotic devotion of his own
private means to advance the good of the public service, without regard to his

own private aggrandizement, can establish a claim to the liberal consideration

of Government, Major Jacob has, I am respectfully of opinion, established it.

6. The last point is one of more difficulty than the other two, because it Power ut obtaining

involves general rules. I can, therefore, only state my conviction that such ab^JiTce""rot'ahi'ing °a

indulgence as Major Jacob seeks will tend greatly to prolong the period during reasonable portion of

which he may hope to serve the Government of India in his present ^'''"'^i^'^y-

.situation, and that so highly do I estimate the value of those services, that, were
your Lordship in Council to require to withdraw men from this frontier for

service elsewhere, I should consider the province safer were the three Brigades
reduced to two. Major Jacob retaining his present position, influence, and
efficiency, than I should with three Brigades if he were absent, and his place filled

by an officer of but ordinaiy influence and abilities.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

No. 1,788 of 1852.
True copies forwarded to Major Jacob in reference to his letter. No. 76, of the

8th April last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 20fh April, 1852.
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21st May, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 408, of the

17th May, 1852, to my address, and with reference to its subject to inform you

—

1st. That my predecessor in command of the Scinde Irregular Horse had no
magisterial authority.

2nd. That I was appointed a magistrate in Scinde by warrant of Sir C.

Napier, G.C.B., dated 5th May, 1843, and that since that time I have exercised

magisterial powers in various parts of the pro\'ince, to the extent authorized by
the regulations, over the Sepoys and followers of the Scinde Irregular Horse, as

well as over the country folk.

3rd. On the 7th August, 1846, I was informed, by order of His Excellency

the Governor of Scinde, that my warrant of magistrate gave me no power over

the soldiers mider my command. Against this I remonstrated, and His Excel-

lency the Governor then formally confirmed me in the power of exercising

magisterial authority over the men of the Scinde Irregular Horse, and conferred

similar authority on my seconds in command.
4th. Since that time these officers have also exercised magisterial authority in

various parts of Scinde whenever the pubhc service required the use of such

powers.

5th. I am of opinion that it is advisable and necessary that the full powers of

magistrate, throughout the Bombay Presidency, should be formally granted and
confinned to myself, and to my two seconds in command under my control,

I have the honor to annex copies of letters on this subject.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

29th June, 1852. Sir,

With reference to your communication. No. 1,493, of the 18th June, 1852,

I have the honor to inform you that none of the frontier customs within my
range are at present farmed out.

But were it otherwise, I am of opinion that there would be nothing whatever

to prevent immediate effect being given to the orders of Government abolishing

these customs ; for whatever period the farmer's time had to run, a proportionate

part of the sum paid by him might be refunded, and this would, doubtless, prove

a satisfactory arrangement to all parties.

While on the subject of these frontier duties, I beg leave to point out that

little good will accrue from the abolition of export duties on the border, while

the import duties remain as before. The great evil of these taxes is the exceed-

ingly vexatious nature of their collection ; the annoyance caused by them is out of

aU proportion more injurious to the trade than profitable to Government, nay, I

am convinced that these collections, are positively injurious to our revenue, by
checking the flow of wealth into, and through, the country, of which a part by a

hundred indirect channels must always find its way into the coffers of the state,

without inflicting the slightest injury or vexation on any one else.

At present the inconvenience caused by these customs to the people of the

country, as well as to the merchants, is excessive: even a poor Belooche entering

Scinde with two or three seers of flour in his possession, is seized and made to

pay import duty ; any man who may have crossed the border and passed on into

Scinde, and who may be suspected by the Customs' Moonshee to have goods in

his possession, is seized by the peon, brought back, perhaps, eight or ten miles,

and searched ; if nothing be found on him liable to pay import duty, the man
has no satisfaction for the delay, disgrace, and annoyance which he has suffered.

These are not imaginary cases, they are of daily occurrence at, and in the

neighbourhood of, Khanghur, R'ojaun, &c.

The whole system appears to me to be unworthy of a gi-eat and liberal

Government, while at the same time it is certainly totally unprofitable as a

fiscal measure.

I beg leave, therefore, again, strongly to urge the advantage of abolishing all

customs whatever on the North-Western Frontier of Scinde, and allowing perfect

freedom for everything coming and going.
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With regard to the measures to bo adopted to prevent our neighbours from 29th June, 1852.

increasing their exactions beyond our frontier as our own are reduced, I see no

difficulty in this matter, and have no doubt but that it might easily be arranged

with the Kelat authorities that no such proceedings should be allowed.

Indeed, I have little doubt but that if the British Government were at once

totally to remit all these import and export dues, the Khan of Kelat might be

induced greatly to reduce those in his territory also.

Many conversations with the Kelat officers on these subjects, have convinced

me that they are quite aware of the immense advantages accruing from the

encouragement and protection of the trade through their country.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 29th June, 1852.

With reference to Major Turner's letter. No, 1,111, of the 5th June, 1852,

to your address, and your endorsement thereon to mine, I have the honor to point

out that with deference, and under submission, I have a strong opinion that the

mode of executing the work of enlarging the Begaree Canal, recommended by

Major Tiuner, by numerous separate contracts, is by no means the best.

This method would reepiire much superintendence, more indeed than I could

give to the work ; it would also cause considerable delay, and would not afford

good security for the whole being properly executed.

I should propose, if the work be placed in my hands, to execute it by entering

into one contract for the whole, with some trustworthy and respectable man of

the coxmtry, taking, of course, ample security for its due and proper performance

;

when I should only have to examine the work minutely when finished, and we
should have the value of the whole work as security for every part of it.

I think, therefore, that it will be better to allow me to manage the business as

I find best.

I propose to begin the work at once, as much may be done even while the

present canal is full of water.

If you approve of my views in this matter, I request the favor of your

directing the Collector of Shikarpoor to make advances of cash, to my order, as

may from time to time be required.

I have also the honor to bring to your notice, that the chief and most impor-

tant canal flowing from Begaree, the Noorwah, belonged, at the time when the

enlargement of the former canal was proposed by me, wholly to His Highness
Meer Ali Morad—it now belongs wholly to the British.

This canal must of course now be enlarged by us, as it would otherwise have

been by His Highness the Meer, or a great portion of the advantage of the

enlargement of the Begaree will be thrown away.

The Noorwah formerly went more than half across the desert, and was much
broader than it is at present, the annual excavation not having been properly

performed. It is, as a glance at the map will show, the most important of the

secondary canals along the course of the Begaree. It is now of about the average

breadth of 12 feet, and 8 feet in depth, where it leaves the Begaree. It requires

to be enlarged to 25 feet wide whore it loaves the Begaree, and 15 feet at its

other extremity, giving an average of 20 foot.

The spoil banks are now excessively high, and are heaped up on the very edges

of the canal ; these must be removed, and a good slope given to the banks of the

canal with a berm of 6 feet along their top. The length of the canal to be

excavated is 15 miles, the area of the section of the earth to be excavated

averages 160 foot, giving a total of cubic feet 12,672,000, to excavate which will

cost, at 500 cubic teot per rupee. Rupees 25,344.

Delay in the execution of this work will cause great loss of revenue, and I
*

have therefore the honor to request that the necessary outlay may be immediately

sanctioned. I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

K
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Sth July, 1852. SiR,

In compliance with instructions received from you, I have the honor to

forward herewith an estimate for the cost of making a carriage-road over the

Lukkee range of hills near Sehwan.

I have not entered much into detail in this estimate, as this did not appear to

be required ; considering the extent and nature of the work, the estimate appears

low, but I have ascertained that a wealthy contractor is willing to undertake its

execution, giving ample security for its proper performance.

The advantages of the work depend on the broadest possible principles : a

glance at a map of the province will show them at once.

At present the Lukkee range of hills forms an impassable barrier between

Upper and Lower Scinde, completely dividing the province in two.

Were the advantages of removing this barrier confined only to Scinde itself,

it would well be worth while, at any reasonable cost, to cause it to be removed
;

but the obstruction lies right across the direct road from Central Asia to the

sea, completely shutting it up, as no loaded animals can now pass over, while

from the Bolaun to Km*rachee, a distance of more than 400 miles, there is no

other serious natural obstacle whatever, save these six miles of hill.

To avoid this obstacle it is necessary to cross the Indus twice, and proceed by

a circuitous route on the left bank of the river, in order to reach the seaport,

which is at a considerable distance to the right.

In direct distance between Shikarpoor and Kurrachee, a road over the Lukkee
hills will effect a sa\'ing of 40 miles, while the Indus wiU not have to be crossed

at all, whereby an additional saving wiU be effected, equivalent at least to an

ordinary journey of 50 miles more.

The importance of a good and direct road from the Scinde frontier to the sea

with respect to traffic is immense, and such a road cannot exist unless these six

miles of hill be made easily passable.

As respects the transport of troops, the advantages are not less. The passage of

Artillery and Cavalry across the Indus is at least equivalent to a march of 40

miles ; two such passages are avoided by the proposed cut, and while by the route

of the left bank of the Indus 36 or 38 days are necessary to enable any con-

siderable body of troops to reach Shikarpoor from Kurrachee, with a good direct

road from the sea to the frontier, an army with all its apparatus and heavy train

might perform the distance in 24 days.

It appears needless to enlarge on this subject, the importance of the work to

the people of the country, to commerce, and to the state, being self-evident.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

1

27th July, 1852. SiR,

With reference to your endorsement. No. 281, of the 21st July, 1852,

on my contingent bill for clearing the tank at Khanghiu*, herewith returned,

I have the honor to inform you that the advantages of this tank, and

No. 285. dated 2i8t De- the necessity of clearing it annually, are set forth in the
cember, 1849. letter quotcd in the margin.

The sum of Rupees 500 annually is required to keep the tank in an efficient

state, that is, to make it contain a supply of water all the year roimd, and this

sum is, I have the honor to submit, a very trifling outlay, when it assures to two

Cavalry Regiments, and to about ten thousand human beings in the desert, a good

supply of fresh water, which by no other arrangement would be procurable.

This tank has proved such a blessing to the troops and to the country folk,

that its advantages would be very cheaply purchased at ten times the cost which

is now found necessary, and which has been granted by Government for keeping

it in order.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Collector of Shikarpoor. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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No. 285 of 1849.

Khanghur, 2\st December, 1849-

Sir, Sth July, 1852.

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 2,3/8, of the 18th

December, 1849, to my address, I have the honor to state that the tank in

question at Khanghur was excavated by me in 1847-48, partly by causing the

bricks and mud required for building to be taken from that spot, and partly at

mv owTi cost.

The object contemplated by me in digging the tank was to try whether a con-

siderable body of fresh water could not be made to penetrate into the ground
during the inundation of the Indus, and whether thereby it might not be possible

to render the sub-soil sweet, and to make the wells in the neighbourhood of the

tank supply a sufficiency of fresh water all the year round.

It was also expected that eventually the tank itself might be made to contain

water throughout the vear.

The experiment, as far as it has gone, has been perfectly successful, and the

tank has proved a very great blessing to the people. One of the wells in its

neighbourhood into which the Indus water was not turned, purposely to try the

effect of the percolation from the tank, has been rendered perfectly sweet, whereas
before its water was very brackish. The tank contained water up to the 15th

December this year, two months after the subsiding of the inundation, and it is

.

now certain that, were it excavated somewhat deeper, it would never become
altogether dry. It is now nine feet deep, and should be increased to twelve. I

find that the deposit from the water in one season amounts to about three feet in

depth, so that this much must be excavated annually to keep the tank at its

original depth.

The tank is of a somewhat irregular figure, of an area about equal to that of

a circle of 200 feet in diameter ; the cost of excavating it one foot in depth is

Rupees 140. The amount hitherto annually expended on the clearance of the

Boodwah Canal, for the supply of water to Khanghur (which will no longer be

a charge to the British Government, in consequence of my ha^ing induced His
Highness Meer Ali Morad to order his people to execute the work), wall be
about sufficient to keep the tank in order ; and I trust that the money will be
placed at my disposal for that purpose.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

Sir,

With reference to the extracts from letters concerning the overflowing of the
Indus at Kusmore, with your endorsement, No. 2,093, of the 25th August, 1852,
received yesterday, I have the honor to point out that there appears to be some
misapprehension in the mind of the Collector of Shikarpoor with respect to

the Sind, its bunds, &c.

The existence, or total non-existence of the bunds in the Sind, near Kusmore,
could not possibly have had the smallest influence on the overflow of water this

season near Shikarpoor.

The Indus has lately risen to a height unprecedented, I believe, for nearly

half a century, and the water was, and is, I believe, still standing several feet

higher than the tops of any of the bunds in question. It is, therefore, evident

that, had not only the Sind been completely bimded across, but even had the

hollow been quite filled up evcrjTvhere to the level of the country around, the

inundation would still haA'e extended exactly as it has done now.
The admitting water into the hollow of the Sind can never, imder any cir-

cumstances, add to the chance of the Indus inundating Shikarpoor ; for this

efifect to take place the Indus water must rise to a height considerably above the
level of the country around this hollow, in which case the water would flow over
everything, even were the hollow filled with earth instead of water.

Major Turner is undoubtedly correct in stating that the enlarging of the

27th Ausjust 1852.
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27tii August, 1852. Begaree Canal must tend to diminish the danger of inundation near Shikar-

poor, by the great addition to the height and substance of the bank which must
ensue from this operation. But in my opinion the city of Shikarpoor can only

be effectually protected from such inundation as the present one (which flows

over the tops of bunds, banks, and everything else), by a good strong embank-
ment, thrown up notfarfrom the town itself.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

28tli September, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 720, of the

21st September, 1852, to my address, with accompaniments, and with reference

to their subject to state that I have little further to iirge, in support of Major
Turner's opinion, that the lines lately built at Khanghur were emergently

required, than is already set forth in the correspondence which accompanied your

letter under reply.

But without entering into the technical meaning of the word " emergent" in

this instance, it is certain that the work in question was so necessary to good

order and regularity—to those arrangements, in fact, by which the border is pro-

tected—and was so highly conducive to the convenience, comfort, and health of

the troops stationed, and at all times working hard on this frontier, that there

cannot be a doubt that had Government fully understood the actual circumstances

of the case, the execution of the work would have met with full approbation.

The Sowars of the Scinde Irregular Horse cannot be treated as if each were

one individual man only ; there is the horse, the Syce, gi*ass-cutter, and a pony,

or a camel ; and it can well be imagined that, unless every man has his proper

place in the lines, endless confusion and annoyance must arise ; there can be no
repose or comfort for man or beast.

The unfortunate soldier returning, perhaps horse and man tired, from the

pursuit of robbers, or other distant and fatiguing duty, instead of finding ready a

comfortable place to rest in, would have to wander all about the camp to discover

where his place and his followers' might be in the lines.

Again, the men are not all one-horse silidars, and, unless each troop has its

own lines complete, a man with five or six horses must often find these separated

and dispersed all about the lines of different troops.

The inconvenience, trouble, and annoyance to the whole corps thereby caused,

is beyond expression.

Before applying for these new lines, I tried by all manner of arrangements

which I could think of, to obviate, or, at least, to palliate, the inconveniences

above mentioned, caused by having to accommodate sixteen troops in the lines

adapted for fom-teen only ; but I tried in vain. Confusion could not be avoided

:

all the troops were broken to pieces, and every man inconvenienced.

The injury to discipline, order, and regularity, caused by not having each

troop complete in its own lines, under its own officers and non-commissioned

officers, is also very great, and must, I think, be obvious. The delay and trouble

caused by not knowing exactly where to find each man when wanted, is alone a

serious matter, and engenders unsoldierlike habits in all concerned. On the

other hand, when every man, horse, and follower have their own proper places in

the lines, and each troop is distinct and complete in itself, everything becomes

orderly and regular as regards discipline, while all annoyance and injury to in-

dividuals is avoided. Even when a man proceeds on furlough, his place docs not

necessarily become vacant in the lines of his troop, for many men do not take

with them their horses or their followers, and when the lines are complete, the

place remains occupied by these, and ready for the man on his return. The
same remark applies to men detached on duty, or, in fact, who may be absent

from any cause. At the same time, every man, soldier, or follower, and every

beast, whether horse or baggage-animal, are all continually imder the eyes of the

commander of the troop ; a strict and proper responsibility can be enforced ; and
all neglects and irregularities at once observed and corrected,
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It is needless, perhaps, to enlarge further on these matters; the truth and 28th September, i852.

soundness of the ahove remarks must, I think, be evident, on consideration, to all.

My observations are made after actual trial and practice, which leaves no room
for uncertainty.

I feel convinced, that under the explanation now afforded, Government will

see fit not only to withdraw its censure, but highly to approve of the execution

of a work which is so necessary to the efficiency of the troops, and which, at a

cost so comparatively trifling, proves of such great advantage to the comfort and

convenience of the native soldiers, who are serving with cheerfulness and zeal in

this fearful climate.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent and Commanding
To Captain Haig, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Assistant-Quartermaster-General,

Kurrachee.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

Certain men, calling themselves Wukkeels from Koondil Khan, of Candahar,
arrived here to-day, giving out that they were proceeding to visit the Collector

of Shikarpoor ; the men have been arrested by me, and further particulars will

be reported hereafter.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

17th November, 1852.

Sir,

In continuation of my report of yesterday's date, I have the honor to inform

you that the accompanying paper was received from Goolam Mohideen Khan,
the Wukkeel of Koondil Khan.

I declined holding any further communication with Goolam Mohideen Khan,
or any of his people, but forwarded them all prisoners to the Khan of Kelat,

requesting him to have them sent back to their country.

I gave Goolam IVIohideen Khan a purwanah, of which I have the honor to

forward a copy herewith.

The Wukkeel's party consisted of fourteen persons in all, well mounted and
armed. They appear to have passed through Cutchee without obtaining any
permission from, or holding any communication with, the Kelat authorities.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

18th November, 1852.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2,978, of

the 24th November, 1852, to my address, and with reference to its subject to

state, that I know not to what the expressions in the paper sealed bv Koondil
Khan, and received from his Wukkeel, Goolam Mohideen Khan, can refer, unless,

perhaps, to a communication from me to the Candahar chief made, as reported
in my letter, No. 15/, of the 18th September, 1850, to the Commissioner in

Scinde (Mr. Pringle).

My proceedings on that occasion were approved of by the Commissioner, as

per his letter tome, No. 1,546, dated 26th September, 1850, but afterwards dis-

approved of by the Secret Committee, as per extract forwarded to me with vour
endorsement, No. 133, of the 23rd Januarv, 1851.

2rth November, 1852.
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27th November. 1852. I have no doubt but that this man, Goolam Mohideen Khan, is really

what he represents himself to be, a messenger despatched from Koondil Khan,
of Candahar. The purpose of his mission is doubtless the same as that on the

former occasion in 1850, to establish friendly relations with the British

Government.
From inquiries which I made, I had and have reason to believe that this

Goolam Mohideen is the same man who was formerly in the service of Meer Ali

Morad. The man may have gone to Candahar, and there falsely imposed him-

self on Koondil Khan as a messenger from the British authorities, as was done

by one Abdoola Khan, who forged the signature of Sir H. Lawrence, as formerly

reported by me in 1849.

I have sent to the Kelat authorities to have Goolam Mohideen and his

attendants detained, if stiU within reach.

With reference to the fourth paragraph of your letter, I much regret that I

should have acted in a manner at variance with your wishes in this matter ; and
under the instructions now received, no such mistakes can occur in future ; but it

appeared to me that the course I pursued was in exact accordance with the

wishes and intentions of Government, as communicated for my information and
guidance on former similar occasions.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

11th December, 1852. SiR,

With reference to the subject of my letter, No. 168, of the 27th November
last, I have the honor to inform you that Goolam Mohideen, the Wukkeel from
Candahar, was, at my request, as instructed by you, detained by the Kelat

authorities, who report to me that the man is now at Bhaugh, en route to

Jacobabad.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

l:3th December. 1852. Sir,

I have the honor to report that on the 11 th instant a large body of Murrees,

said to be the whole assembled tribe, horse and foot, suddenly issued from the hills

and attacked the town of Polajee. The Khyheerees made some resistance, but the

Murrees killed forty of their men, and woimded many more, without apparently

suffering any loss themselves. No information of this intended inroad had been
received by any one, and this is to be accounted for by the fact. that the thing

was arranged icith the connivance and assistance ofMahomed Hussan, Wuzzeer
of His Highness the Khan of Kelat.

I have for some time past been aware that traitors existed among the Khan's
councillors, and have lately repeatedly warned him of this. The Wuzzeer,-

Mahomed Hussan, has been endeavouring to establish his own power, independent

of the authority of the Khan, and I have had good reason to suspect that he has
been secretly supporting the Murrees in their rebellion and predatory incursions

into Cutchee.

Mahomed Hussan has twice lately released and sent back to the hills Murree
chiefs who had been sent to reside as hostages wdth the Khan of Kelat, to be
security for their clan, and on both occasions predatory inroads instantly followed

their release.

In these and in other proceedings he has acted directly contrary to my advice,

and of course the acts of the minister cannot easily be separated from those of

the Khan.
About three months ago some men, subjects of Kelat, well known persons,

entered the British territory in the Chandia Jaghire, and there, without any
provocation, murdered two men. I applied to the Khan of Kelat to have the

murderers delivered up to me. To this application the Khan at first replied by
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forwarding to me a letter from the murderers themselves, in which they justified lath December, 1852.

their deed by reason that some of the Chandias had, a great many years ago, killed

some of their people, and stating that they, the murderers, intended to kill

three more of the Chandias, to make the number even. I again insisted on the

murderers being given up, but though nearly a month has elapsed the men have

not been sent, neither have I received any reply.

At the time of this attack on Poolajee, some of the principal Kelat Sirdars

(Khyr Mahomed, Mengul, and others) were actually at the place with a consider-

able body of followers. These chiefs threw the Khyheerees off their guard by
assuring them that there was not the least danger from the Murrees, and that

there would be none in future, as the minister, Mahomed Hussan, had arranged

matters, and entered into friendly relations with them.

When the attack was made by the Murrees, these chiefs and their followers

not only did not offer the least resistance to the robbers, or afford any assistance

to the Khyheerees, but appeared to be on most friendly terms with the mountain-
eers, who returned with all their plunder through the very camp of these

Brahooee Sirdars. Two days before this inroad took place, Wukkeels had pro-

ceeded from the Murrees to the minister, Mahomed Hussan, and were with him
at the very time the attack was made, and are, I have reason to believe, ^-ith

him still.

It appears to me, as I have long ago repeatedly brought to the notice of superior

authority, that it is essential to the permanent peace and safety even of our own
side of the border that this predatory tribe, the Murrees, should be reduced.

But as it appears that this course is not to be adopted, I request that you
will favor me with instructions regarding our future relations with the Kelat
authorities, whose late conduct appears the reverse of friendly.

It would, I think, be an excellent arrangement if you could admit the Khan to

a personal inter\aew with you, when something might be detei*mined on to place

our relations on a more satisfactory footing than they are at present. The Khan
is himself personally, there is no doubt, very well disposed towards us, but he has
little power, and that little is gradually becoming less, while the acts of his subjects

are now those of enemies to the British.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

DRAFT OF LETTER to the Khan of Kelat, sent through his Wukkeel, uth December, iss2.

MoLLAii Ahmed, after compliments.

I have received no reply to my last letter to your Highness, neither have the
murderers therein mentioned been given up to me.

But though your Highness has not written, the actions of your officers are

more expressive than words. Within the last few days a large body of robbers

of the Murree tribe, with the connivance and assistance of your people then
present at Poolajee, have attacked and plundered that town, kiUing a great
number of Khyheerees.

These Khyheerees have been killed and plundered because they were the humble
friends of the British ; there can, therefore, be no longer any doubt as to the

intentions of your Highness towards that Government.
In spite of repeated warning from me, yom* Highness has thought proper to

foUow the counsels of traitors, and now to commit, or allow to be committed, open
acts of hostility against the British Government, to whom I shall now report the

matter.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB.
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15th December, 1852. SiR,

RECORDS OF THE

With the exception of the attack on Poolajee by the Murrees, reported in

my letter to you of the 13th instant, nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

It appears that the forty men killed by the Mm'ree robbers, on the occasion

above mentioned, were unarmed cultivators and herdsmen. The plunderers

are said to have been in great force, about 2,000 in number ; they did not succeed

in entei-ing either of the two walled places of which Poolajee consists, and appear

to have made no serious attempt to do so, but they swept off all the cattle from

the country about.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

20th December, 1852. SiR,

In compliance with instructions received from Brigadier Wilson, Commanding
in Upper Scinde, I have the honor to forward the accompanying correspondence,

with my opinions and remarks on its subjects, which are as follow :

—

With regard to the whole question of Ordnance Depots, Magazines, or Arsenals,

in Scinde, it appears to me that there are only two places where these can be

established with advantage.

These places are Kurrachee and Sukkur ; at Kurrachee, as the sea-port where
all stores and supplies must be received and stored in the first instance.

This appears to be admitted on all hands, so that no argument is required in

its favor.

The other point appears to me equally clear, but as it seems not to have

appeared so to higher authorities, I will concisely state my reasons for thinking

Sukkur, and Sukkur alone, the other proper place for an Ordnance Depot in

Scinde.

Magazines of Artillery and Ordnance stores in Scinde can only be required in

case of warlike operations becoming necessary.

The line of these operations must commence on or beyond our Northern or

North-Western Frontier ; there is no possibility of war in any other direction.

The place then already indicated as that proper for the second Arsenal in Scinde is

that point on the river Indus nearest to, and most convenient for, this line of

operations, and from which point land-carriage must necessarily commence.
Such a point is evidently found at Sukkur. This spot, where the river runs

between rocky shores, is one of the only three permanent points on the course of

the Indus through Scinde ; the other two being Sehwan and Jerruck. This
consideration is of some considerable importance, as any other point on the banks

of the river in Scinde is liable to be left, or be carried away by the stream. Sukkur
is secure in this respect, while with a good road to Shikarpoor, which, strange to

say, after fourteen years' occupation of the country we have not yet made, the

whole country beyond is readily accessible from it. Sukkur, then, by natural

position and advantages, is determined as the proper place for the Arsenal.

In other respects it also presents advantages. There is there already built a

magnificent range of barracks, which, with some trifling additions and alterations,

would be admirably adapted for housing the Artillery and Ordnance stores, for

workshops, and for all the purposes required for an Arsenal.

The establishing of the Ordnance Depot in the fortress of Bukkur appears, and
always did appear, to me to be a very grave error.

The labor, loss, injury and expense incurred by its insular position in the

middle of a wide and rapid river, are almost inexpressible. Having had to form

Ordnance Depot there originally, in 1839, I know well, by expei-ience, what the

disadvantages of this locality are ; they are overwhelming. Yet in 1839 they were

even less then than they have ever been since that time, for I then constructed and
maintained a o^ood flving bridjje, connectinfj Bukkur with the mainland of Sukkur,
which was found of immense convenience and advantage, but which was not kept

up in after years.



SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 73

In case of a permanent bridge being made across the Indus at Bukkur, it 2otii December, is52.

initfht be well to maintain the fortress and the arsenal therein. But this is

not likely ever to be the case, and, under all other conditions, the position is

undoubtedly improper. The fortress itself is worthless. Even if in good repair

it would be contemptible in war; but it is a decayed crumbling ruin.

In 1839, the tire of a six-poimder, with blank cartridge, as the mid-day gun,

caused one of the towers to fall bodily down.

The place is in no better state at present: the whole interior of the fortress is

covered to a depth of some fifteen feet, with the debris of old buildings and other

decayed substances ; so that the erection of any building there is costly, difficult,

and, after all, unsafe. The same reason makes the island, perhaps, less healthy

than other spots in the neighbourhood. On the whole view of the subject, I have

a strong opinion that the fortress of Bukkur should be totallv abandoned.

It never could be of any use, except as a jail, and it is an objectionable place

even for such purpose, as being unsafe, and perhaps unhealthy. There is a mas-
sive and costly powder-magazine in the fortress, which was built in 1845, but the

site for this magazine was strangely chosen. It is placed on the highest and most
exposed point of the whole fortress, and is the most conspicuous object from the

outside, being visible, high over the walls of the fort, from all the country in every

direction. This magazine must have cost an enormous sum of money, as it is a

massive bomb-proof building, of pucka masonry, but it has been built on the top

of a mound formed by the remains of what was once an interior fort or ancient

citadel, and the foundations have, in consequence, I am informed, given way, and
the building thus been somewhat injured.

For a l>omb-proqf rasLgazine, its position is ridiculous: it is placed so as to form

the fairest possible mark for every stray shot and shell. It is also liable to be

struck by lightning ; while, notwithstanding its massive construction, it can
hardly, in its present state (unless it has been repaired since I last saw it), be

considered altogether weather-proof.

A powder-magazine should be constructed at Sukkur. No costly bomb-proof
building is necessary or desirable. A well built wall of two feet thick is as good
a protection against the weather, and against ordinary accidents, as one of twenty

feet. One of the common vaulted buildings of the countiy would form as good a

powder-magazine as could be wished for, and such a building of sufficient size

could be erected for a mere fraction of the cost of a regular bomb-proof magazine.

Bukkur might, perhaps, answer well for a naval arsenal or station, but I would,

under no circumstances, retain an Ordnance Depot on the island. I have been
informed that Sukkur is also objected to as an unhealthy locality. This is, in

my opinion, wholly erroneous. A residence in Scinde, for a period of more than
fourteen years, and considerable attention to the subject, have quite convinced me
that Sukkur is in no degree more unhealthy than any other part of the province.

It was doubtless injudicious to place the cantonment in the middle of an
immense burial-ground, where there was not a square yard of earth without one

or more graves in it, and this objection was remarked on by me to Brigadier

Gordon, in 1839, but over-ruled by him. However, Sukkur and its neighbour-

hood generally is certainly by no means an unhealthy spot. Sukkur ma}, doubt-

less, have its periodical visitations of sickness, as have most other places in Scinde,

Guzzerat, and other countries. But if the Military Board have been led to

believe it specially unhealthy, it must have been misled by the reports of persons

who judged hastily, without due consideration, or without the necessary

experience.

As shown above, Sukkur must, it seems, on the clearest principles of economv
and common sense, necessarily be the proper place for the second Arsenal in

Scinde ; but whether an Ordnance Depot be established there or not, it appears

to me highly injudicious to form one at any intermediate point between Sukkur
and Kurrachee, as at Ilydrabad.

Ordnance stores required for U])per Scinde, or beyond it, could, with as t;reat

ease, be su])plied from the gi-and depot at Kurrachee as from Ilydrabad. When
once packed and embarked, little more expense is requisite for the one journey

than the other. While, if everything be sup])lied at once from Kurrachee, the

great cost of the double establishment, double packing and unpacking, and
embarking, is entirely avoided.

In case of war, also, it should be borne in mind that the secondary depot at

L



74 RECORDS OF THE

2(itii]Jeceiiii.er, 1852. Hytlrabatl becomes entirely useless, as it would be absolutely necessary tben to

have another depot and establishment at Sukkur, where water-carriage ceased to

be available. It would be impossible to take the stores from the boats and

steamers and place them at once on the backs of camels, &c. ; there must neces-

sarily be a depot where the stores are to quit the Indus.

Hydrabad is also, from local circumstances, peculiarly ill adapted as a station

for an Ordnance Depot on the Indus.

The fort of Hydrabad is indeed not on the Indus, but at a distance of four

miles from the river, so that, in addition to the inconveniences and objections

pointed out above, a land-carriage of eight miles is necessarily incurred by

establishing the Arsenal in that place, without any corresponding advantage

whatever.

As regards the ordinary supply of small arm ammimition for the troops

in Upper Scinde, if there be no Ordnance Depot at Sukkur, it seems to me, that

the troops could be supplied equally well from Km-rachee as from Hydrabad.

In the former case there would only be four days more time required for a

steamer than in the latter.

As regards the field artillery at Shikarpoor, it appears to me, that there is no

necessity whatever for keeping a field battery at Shikai*poor, or anywhere in

Upper Scinde.

As regards any protection to the country, or any support to the troops on this

frontier, the battery, and even the Shikarpoor Brigade, might as well be at

Kurrachee.

In case of war, the presence or absence of this weak brigade would be not of

the slightest importance : nothing could be undertaken till other troops should be

assembled. While as regards the protection of the frontier under ordinary

circumstances, the infantry and artillery posted thirty miles within our border,

arc not, and cannot be, of the slightest use or influence. Whatever had to be

done, must invariably be accomplished long before such ponderous machinery

could be put in motion.

In the protection of the country no troops are employed, nor any required,

beyond the two regiments of Scinde Horse, and, to which should be added, a good

and very complete mountain battery.

If an' Arsenal were established at Sukkur, two companies, or at most a wing of

a regiment, might be stationed there to guard it. No other troops whatever are,

in my opinion, necessary for Upper Scinde.

The infantry regiments are said, I believe, to be required to guard the jails,

but it can hardly be seriously maintained, that such a costly establishment can be

really necessary for this purpose. The infantry of the police in Upper Scinde

(the rural police) might, in my opinion, be most properly and economically

employed on all such duties, while the men of the rural police now posted in

small "detached parties about the districts, might most advantageously be replaced

bv mounted policemen, who would prove far more efficient in the performance of

the duties required of them than can be men on foot anned, accoutred, and

drilled like regular infantry soldiers, as are the rural police in Scinde.

The mountain train, with full equipment as regards ammunition, stores,

intrenching and other tools for artificers and lascars, should be placed on the

frontier; camels might be kept up for its transport, and a detail of native

artillery attached if thought necessary. This would, I think, be a better

arrangement than keeping the mountain battery in the Ordnance Depot ; as, if

required at all, it must be for use on or beyond the fi-ontier.

No other field battery is, or can be, under ordinary circumstances, required for

Upper Scinde.

The above appears to be all that it is requisite for me to state regarding the

subjects in question, but should I have omitted to remark on any points on which

my opinion is required, I shall be obliged by your pointing these out to me.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Assistant Quarter-Master-General,

Scinde Division Army.
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Sir, 24th DeeembLT, ISS-i.

I have the honor to report that I have now returned from a minute inspection

of the whole course of the Begaree Canal, and from visiting the other parts of

the frontier districts imdcr ray charge.

I find that the work of excavating the Begaree is progressing very favorably,

notwithstanding that some delay has been caused by the late prevailing sickness.

I have been taking measures to secure all the outlets from the Begaree Canal
to the southward, where the water at higli Hood In'okc out from the canal and
injiu*iously overflowed the country towards Shikarpoor. At all such spots strong

permanent bunds are being made, while I have directed all the earth of the new
excavation to be thrown up on the southern bank of the canal.

By these means there is every reason to expect, that in future the water from
the Sind hollow and other extensi^'e swamps between Kusmore and the

Begaree Canal, will be caused to flow solely along the channel of the latter,

to the great advantage of the irrigation of the districts to the westward, instead

of, as heretofore, breaking injuriously across the Begaree to the southward.

The Indus water will, of course, be freely admitted into the Sind, the bunds
near Kusmore, which were swept away last year, not being reconstructed. As the

water in the Sind dries, its bed will be covered with wheat cultivation,

while, during the inundation, numerous canals will lead from it in everv

direction through the country around.

I find that all the canals leading from the Begaree on both sides, without anv
exception, have had their mouths constructed with dams projecting far into the

channel of the main feeder. In some instances, these dams have been made to

extend more than half way across the whole bed of the Begaree. This practice

is most injurious under any circumstances, is liable to the greatest abuse, and
has been the cause of much unfairness in the supply of water to the Zemeendars,
without corresp(mding benefit to any party.

While these dams greatly impeded the onward flow of the water in the main
channel, they really added very little, if anything, to the quantity flowing into

the smaller canals, which (the main channel being sufficiently full) must be
regulated by the quantity drawn ofi" from them for irrigation.

I have, therefore, prohibited this practice for the future, and ordered that no
dams whatever be henceforth allowed to be made at the mouths of the canals

leaving the Begaree, and that no projections of any kind be permitted to be made
into the main channel so as to impede the flow of the water through it.

I have requested the Collector of Shikarpoor to have this order enforced also

on his side.

The work on the various roads in the course of construction through the dis-

trict is progressing well, and these roads must prove of the greatest permanent
benefit to the country and to the revenue. They are laying open large tracts of

dense and almost impenetrable jungle, much of which will, in consequence, be
immediately reclaimed and brought under cultivation.

One more little piece of road is required to connect the whole scries : it is a
road from Moobarickpoor to Ummow. A large bridge over the Begaree, and
ten more bridges over small canals, will be required, making the total cost of this

piece of road about three thousand rupees.

The channel of the Begaree being enlarged, will be available for the purposes
of inland navigation, which will also prove of considerable advantage.

Boats of large size will be able easily to come along it as far as the mouth of

the Noorwah, while the Noorwah itself will, when enlarged the extent sanctioned,

be navigable for somewhat smaller boats as far as Surkev-ke-koo. As the

country becomes more populated, this inland navigation will become more and
more valuable, and it may ultimately prove of great importance. The bridges

across the Begaree will be c(mstructcd with arches of such a size as not to

impede the passage of the largest boats.

A great number of applicants for lands at present uncultivated in Boordicka
have appeared before me, and to these I have granted lands now lying waste and
covered witli jungle, on terms which appear to be most willingly accepted bv the

Zemeendars, and which, at the same time, will ultimately prove very advantageous

to the revenue.

These terms are—the first year free ; the second year one-fourth of the

produce to be paid to the state ; in all future years one-third.
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24th December, 1852. I have endeavoured as often as possible to establish money payment of the

revenue instead of Battaie ; but this is not liked by the Zemeendars, and cannot

be carried out generally as yet.

In settling the rate of revenue to be paid in future, 1 have incorporated all

separate petty dues, such as " ungumwah," &c., in the share of the produce

allotted to Government. Thus, finding after due inquiry that these petty dues

amounted to about one-twelfth of the produce, and that the cultivated lands in

this frontier district heretofore have paid to His Highness Meer Ali Morad one-

fourth of their produce, I fixed the collection in future at one-third, no further

dues of any kind to be demanded. The Zemeendars readily agreed to this

arrangement, which is calculated to be convenient to all parties.

The lands of Jummal Khan Doombkee, at Koomree, were, at my request,

granted to him by Mr. Inverarity for three years free ; this arrangement has,

of course, not been disturbed. I have appended to this report a list of the

waste lands granted by me to cultivators up to this date.

But the movement among the people has as yet only commenced. There is

every reason to believe that, under the present arrangements, the gi-eater part of

the whole district will speedily be brought under cultivation, and, in the third

year, yield a full amount of revenue.

It is curious that there has been less fever during the last most sickly season

in this swampy tract of Boordicka than in the districts to the westward and
about Shikarpoor.

It is at present very thinly inhabited, but many of the old Zemeendars are

returning to the country, and people are commencing to leave the Bhawulpoor
territory to come and settle here ; while the appearance of content and satis-

faction with the change in the state of the district, and of hope for the future,

among all classes of the inhabitants, is most striking. All appear eager to possess

land, and to commence the work of clearing and cultivating.

Some will be supplied with the means of doing this by the money earned in

working at the roads and canals now in progress ; and thus, I feel certain, a
large proportion of the amount expended on these works will be at once indirectly

repaid to the state, and this in addition to, and independently of, all direct

advantage.

I visited the lands about Koomree, which have been reclaimed and brought
under cultivation bv the Doombkees and Jekranees, the followers of Durryah
Khan.
The change in the neighbourhood of Koomree is quite astonishing. Two

years ago the country around was covered with impenetrable jungle, through

which there was hardly a path, except the roads of communication cut by me.
These men, formerly the terror of the country, and who, up to April 1847

(when I first set 500 of them to work at the annual excavation of the Noorwah),
had never touched a hoe or axe, nor even handled any but weapons of war, have
now cleared in the jungle, round Koomree, a space altogether equal to some four

square miles of surface ; this they have ploughed, and sowed, and it is now one
immense wheat-field, of great beauty and promise.

Not a hand, save those of the reformed Belooche robbers, has been put to the

work, which presents an example alike encouraging to us and to them.

I trust that you will approve of my proceedings in the matters above reported.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Utli Dccmber, 1852. To THE KhAN OF KeLAT.
Out of friendship and good-will alone I wrote to your Highness regarding

there beinff treacherv in vour councils, and some secret influence at work which
counteracted all that I had been for years past endeavouring to effect for the

benefit of the territory of your Highness, bordering on the British provinces.

The letter which I have received in reply, is not such a one as was proper or

becoming in you to write to me ; this letter is a further proof that your Highness

is under the guidance of evil councillors, neither friendly to you nor to the
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British. As to the plundering Murrees, they do not cause any injury to British uth December, 1 852.

territory or subjects ; if they should rashly attempt an inroad into Scinde, they

will be killed, as were the Boogtees.

But it is well knorni to me, that it is solely omng to connivance and secret

encouragement on the part of your advisers, that these plunderers are still able

to distiu-b and waste your country, and injure the peaceable people.

Some influential persons about you do not vn.sh the robbers to be subdued and
reduced to order, and this is well known to me.

Since you or your oflBcers think proper not only not to put a stop to, but

secretly to encourage the disorderly proceedings of these marauding tribes, it is

not likely that the British Government will be disposed to grant you the assist-

ance which you have so frequently demanded, and which, under a different

conduct on your part, I would strongly have recommended to be granted to you

;

but your late proceedings and writings regarding these mountain robbers, convince

me that it would be useless to attempt to aid a Government which rejects good
advice, despises good order, secretly encourages rapine and bloodshed, and which
opposes instead of assisting the British officers in their endeavours to restore

peace and safety, plenty and prosperity to the country and the people.

If your Highness prefers the advice of self-interested traitors to that of

the British oflEicers, and the friendship of robber tribes to that of the British

Government, the road is open to you—^you can please yourself. But I shall

certainly not recommend that any friendly aid be afforded you until I perceive

that your Highness is independent of evil advisers, that you are inclined to

exert yourself in establishing a good and strong government in your dominions,

and that measures for the good of vour countrv, and likelv to strengthen and
benefit the Kelat Government generally, be really intended.

In reply to a complaint made to you by Lieutenant Merewether, regarding the

murder of some men of the Chandia tribe about four months ago, by certain men,
your subjects, your Highness has sent me a letter from the murderers confessing

the crime, justifying it on pretence of retaliation, and insolently proclaiming

their intention to commit more murder.

Where such proceedings are allowed in a countrv, there can be no government
whatever, and they certainly will not be permitted within the British territory.

I therefore ^wite to your Highness to require you to have these murderers
immediately imprisoned, and forwarded to me to be tried for the crime they have
committed.

Any British subjects committing such crimes in the territory of your Highness
would be certainly hanged, while the British officers are always ready to listen

to any complaints made by the subjects of your Highness, and to bring offenders

to justice.

But to permit your subjects to murder British subjects on any pretence

whatever, with impunitv, is the act of an enemv, and not of a friend.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB,
Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, aethUeconiber, 1S52.

With reference to your letter. No. 3,166, of the 26th December, 1852, to

my address, with acompaniments, I have the honor to inform you, that having
caused Goolam Mohideen Khan to be sent to Jacobabad, I have this day
personally examined him. The man states, that when at Candahar, he did

strongly advise Koondil Khan to make friends with the British Government, and
that he offered his services to Koondil Khan as ambassador ; the offer was
accepted, and thus he became the bearer of Koondil Khan's letter.

He has nothing to say beyond what is perfectly well known to all the world,

and merely repeats what Koondil Khan has himself often communicated, namely,
that the Candahar chiefs would gladly enter into close and subordinate alliance

with the British. Goolam Mohideen was lately in the service of Meer AH
Morad, and, after receiving his arrears of pay, and the amounts of some other
claims, making, in all, a large sum of money, he proceeded, with a party of men,
in the month of June last, to Candahar. There, it is evident to me, that, to add
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2Gth Deccniber, 1852. to his own importance, and for other private reasons, he persuaded Koondil Khan
that he was a trusted servant of the Bi-itish Government ; and when he found it

convenient to leave Candahar to return to his native country, which it seems is

Mooltan, he thought it to be good arrangement to proceed as Koondil Khan's

am])assador to the British.

This is, I am certain, the whole story. Goolam Mohideen, at first, pretended

to understand none but the Persian and Punjabee languages, and persevered in

this for several days ; but in my conversation with him to-day, I find that he

speaks and understands Hindustanee perfectly well.

It appears to me totally useless to detain the man and his people any longer,

and I request the favor of your further instructions on this point.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

29th December, 1852. SiR,

I have the honor to report that the Murree mountaineers have again

assembled in force in the hills, for evil purposes.

I have made every necessary arrangement to repel any inroad which these

marauders may attempt on the British territory, but none will, in all probability,

take place.

In their predatory attack on Poolajee, lately reported, these Murrees killed

ten little children, and seven women, besides some twenty-five men, unarmed
peasants, whom they foimd about in the fields.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

6th January, 185-3. Sir,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 3,271, of the 30th

December, 1 852, to my address, this day received, I have the honor to report the

difficulties which you anticipate with regard to the settlement of the claims of

ancient Zemeendars on lands in the district of Boordicka, have, I think, been

entirely avoided by the proceedings which I have followed.

It would be, perhaps, more correct to state, that in this district, the difficulties

met with elsewhere do not, owing to peculiar circumstances, exist.

The following are the circumstances I allude to. When the district of Boor-

dicka, and that watered by the Noorwah, belonged to His Highness Meer Ali

Morad, so early as the beginning of the year 1848, when I was charged with the

defence and political management of the whole of this frontier, including that

part in the territory of the Meer, with a view to the improvement of the country,

I commenced endeavouring to cause the retm'n of the old Zemeendars to their

long-deserted lands. His Highness the Meer gave me full powers and cordial

co-operation, and, at my recommendation, ordered all the Zemeendars, and other

persons who had ancient claims on the lands in the district (but who had long

since left the country to reside elsewhere), to return, re-occupy, and again to

cultivate the lands on which they had claims, on pain of having those claims

totallv and for ever disallowed. A period of one year was allowed them to come
forward, after which no claim was to be admitted. Most of the waste lands in

the district had been (owing to the incursions of the border robbers, and the

total absence of security for life and property) abandoned for half a century or

more, and had become either desert or jungle ; but few of the old Zemeendars

were forthcoming, and still fewer were willing to re-occupy the lands which their

ancestors had cultivated.

Several tracts of land watered from the Noorwah, and some spots in Boor-

dicka, were gi*anted to new Zemeendars.
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By far the greater portion of the district still remained uncultivated and eth January, isss.

waste, hut henceforth freed from the claims of all the former Zemcendars or

their heirs, &c., which was one step towards the re-peopling of the district, and
recultivating its lands.

Peace and safety were established, and have continued in the coimtry ; con-

fidence in the protection of Government was restored to the people ; but the

district was very thinly inhabited, and was mostly covered with jungle ; the cost

of clearing the lands for cultivation was gi*eat ; the revenue system of the ]\Ieer

was very unfavorable both to the Zemecndar and to the ryot, and the Govern-
ment canals were grievouslv neglected.

Owing to these causes, I was not able to make much progress towards the

improvement of the district, though by nature it is certainly one of the most
fertile in the province. Still, something was done, and though the progi'ess was
slow, yet, as the good effects of our proceedings became practically e\idcnt in the

increase of revenue and of profit to the Zemcendars, the improvement must have
proceeded in an accelerated ratio.

This was the state of affairs when the district came last year under British

rule.

Far more rapid improvement may now be confidently expected, and has,

indeed, actually taken place ; but the claims of the old Zemcendars, their heirs,

&c., having been some years previously disallowed by the then existing Govern-
ment, ought not, it appears to me, either in justice or policy, to be now revived

or acknowledged in anv w-ay.

Those of the old Zemcendars found in possession of lands at the time when
they became a portion of British territory, have, of course, been confirmed in

them.

Waste, unoccupied and uncultivated lands have been granted to other persons

Letter dated 24th De- willing and able to cultivate them, on the terms already
ccmber, 1852. reported in my former letter on this subject.

I have caused it to be proclaimed that one rule will be established throughout

the district, that these waste lands will be gi-anted, on the tenns mentioned, to

all who may be willing to reclaim them from the jungle, and bring them under
cultivation. At the same time, whenever any of the old Zemcendars, &c., may
be willing to resume lands not already granted to others, they will be allowed to

do so, and confirmed in their possession.

Under the peculiar circumstances of the case, the rule of acknowledging no
claims on the part of Jaghiredars, Zemcendars, &c., to lands which were not in

their possession or occupancy at the time when the district became British

territory, appears to me to be most just and salutary.

No lands have been granted free in perpetuity, except those assigned to the

reformed Belooches. To these, lands have now been given in the Boordicka
jungle in place of others which they held free, and which were granted to them
for wheat cultivation in the Shikarpoor district formerly, at my request, under

sanction of Mr. Pringle and yourself.

It was lately suggested by the Collector of Shikarpoor that, as the men were

living in my tUstrict, it would be better that lands should be assigned to them
in it ; and as this appeared evidently judicious, I did so, and the lands formerly

held by them in the Shikarpoor district have been I'csumcd.

I have the honor to annex an amended return, containing the information

called for in your letter under reply.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scindc. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 2.")tli January. 1853.

With reference to your letter, No. 1.39, of the 19th January, 1853, to my
address, with accompaniment, I have the honor to state that, in my opinion,

the police establishment sanctioned for tho frontier district under my charge
must be considered as a permanent arrangement, and always be maintained.
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25tii .i;muary, 1853. I do not 866 how the polic6 duties of the district are to be carried on with less

than the establishment in question.

Some misunderstanding appears to exist regarding this matter. In reality

the number of policemen now employed under me is much less than formerly.

Before I received charge of the frontier district, a party of sixty moimted
police was posted at Kusmore ; other parties of the Scinde police were posted

at Khyra-ke-Ghurree, Rojaun, Mowladad, Moobarickpoor, and various other

places in this district, amounting in all to more than forty men.
In addition to these were fifty Chandia horse police, making in all upwards

of 150 policemen of sorts, in British pay, employed in the frontier district.

While a considerable number of men, horse and foot, was also employed by His
Highness Meer Ali Morad, in that part of the frontier district which then
belonged to him, but which has lately become British territory.

Under the present arrangement, four Jemadars, and one hundred men only are

employed in the performance of the whole of the police duties, for which formerly

at least twice that number was allowed.

Some policemen must, I think, always be maintained in the district, and I see

no immediate prospect of beneficial reduction in the number now sanctioned.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

2na February, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report that, on the 30th January last, a party of about
200 Murree footmen left the hills and attacked some Boogtee herdsmen on the

Muzzerdaun plain (beyond Ooch), of whom they killed five men, carrying oflF a

large number of sheep and goats.

I am confirmed in my belief, before reported, that the Murree plunderers are

countenanced and supported in their misdeeds by Mahomed Hussan, the minister

of the Khan of Kelat, by information received from the Kujjuck chiefs, a letter

from whom, received to-day, I have the honor to forward herewith.

Numerous reports are rife amongst the natives as to proceedings and prepara-

tion of the Wuzzeer at Kelat, of which I have taken measures to ascertain the

truth or otherwise, and on which I will report hereafter.

The murderers of the Chandia mentioned by me in former letters, have not

yet been sent here by the Kelat Government, though the Khan's Wukkeel has
repeatedly assured me, I know not with what truth, that they are on their way
here from Kelat in proper custody.

Within my command the frontier has been undisturbed during the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

REPOBT of General Robertson after Reviewing the Scinde Irregular Horse.

To the Adjutant-General of the Army, Bombay.

2nd February, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief, that I inspected the two regiments of Scinde Horse at Jacobabad,
on the morning of the 9th ultimo, in complete marching order.

The whole of the baggage was packed and laden on the reverse flank of the

column, ready for a march, and everything was in that state of preparation, with

only a day's warning, that the whole body on parade, numbering 796 sabres, could

have moved on the soimding of the trumpet in any direction where their services

might be required for any period.

His Excellency will be aware, from the returns, that this year these fine

regiments have suffered most severely from the prevailing fever ; and though it
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has much abated since the cold weather fairly set in, still upwards of 200 men Ueviewing Genemis

were absent from the parade, mostly from this cause. But still those on parade
fg^^^^'

^'"'''''""y-

looked well and bealthy, and their peculiar dress adds much to their soldierlike

bearing.

In marching order, and indeed on every duty in the cold season, all ranks

wear over the dark green AlkuUick a dressed sheep-skin coat reaching to the

knees, but only covering the arms half way between the shoulder and elbow ; the

woolly side is worn next the body, and proves a most admirable substitute for a

great-coat, well protecting the men from the severe cold experienced in Upper
Scinde from December till jSIarch.

The arms in these regiments are first-rate, being an English sabre, like

the dragoon sword of former days, and a single-barrelled percussion carbine slung

bv a hook to the waist sword-belt on the right side, and easily handled. The
accoutrements, sword and pouch belt are of black English leather, and though

thev have been in use since 1844, are in good serviceable order.

The whole of these appointments, as well as the horse furniture, are perfect

and complete, even to the small leather water-mussucks for the use of tbe men
carried under the belly of the horse, attached to the girths. In short, the

marching order parade proved what I had long heard, that the Scinde

Horse were ready and able to march at the shortest notice, complete in

every respect, and quite independent of the people of the country in respect

of carriage. Nothing can, I conceive, be more soldierlike and complete than

the marching order of the Scinde Horse. On the morning of the 11th

ultimo I reviewed these two regiments, commanded in brigade by Major
Jacob. The horses are of a good size, and in excellent condition, a little

too fresh perhaps, in consequence of the sickness in the regiment not per-

mitting parades. They marched past in column of squadrons, trotted past

in column of troops, and filed past in most compact order, and every subsequent

manoeuvre was performed with much exactness and exceeding rapidity. The
formation of lines on distant points by echellon, and by the flank march of threes

was excellent, and it affords me extreme pleasure to report, that nothing can be

more perfect than the parade duty of these remarkably fine regiments, who
work even in a cloud of dust with a precision that is quite astonishing.

The vigilance exercised by Major Jacob in watching this frontier, may be

estimated when I state, that during the time the Scinde Horse has been on the

frontier, since January, 1847, not a head of cattle or a single camel has been

carried awav fi'oifi within our frontier, bv the robber tribes, that has not been

recovered and restored to the owners, by the imceasing activity of the outposts.

To effect results like this, an undeviating system of patrolling is kept up

between the posts, and the celerity of communication has been perfected by

excellent bridges and roads all along the fi'ontier, so that by night as well as

bv dav intelligence is carried from one post to another, and to head-quarters at

Jacobabad, which has rendered nugatory the efforts of the robbers, and caused a

profound quiet to exist where formerly all was fear and distrust.

On separate mornings I caused the regiments to parade singly, under the

personal command of the senior native officers, Russuldars Shaik Abdool Nubbee
and Mohbut Khan Bahadoor. The words of command were given in excellent

English, and repeated by squadron officers and troop commanders in the most

perfect manner. Both regiments worked under these native officers in a most

creditable style, and all praise is due to Major Jacob and his officers, for the

manner in which they have taught those under their command to conduct them-

selves in everv situation. I beg especiallv to call the attention of His Excellency

to the admirable manner in which the two named Russuldars commanded their

respective regiments, to the latter of whom I had the satisfaction of presenting,

on a special parade, the order of British India, to which he has been lately

admitted, in testimony of his long and faithful ser^^ces.

The towTi of Jacobabad, situated close to the lines of the regiments, is rapidly

increasing in size, and contains about ten thousand (10,000) souls, and this has

been formed by Major Jacob (where but a few years since was nothing but a

small ruined fort in a desert) by the protection afforded to all who reside under

British rule, and owing to the efforts of one who strives continually to resist the

baneful effects of a most wretched climate, by devoting himself for the good of

the public ser^•ice. I can conceive nothing more painful than an existence at

M
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KuviLwing General's Jacobabacl during the hot season, when the extreme heat tends to the prostration

1853"^*'
^''''™'^'^-^'

of all active exertion ; but still Major Jacob perseveres under all ditficulties, and,

aided by the exertions of Lieutenant Merewether, Lieutenants Henry and
Malcolm Green, and Lieutenant Briggs, has succeeded in keeping in admirable

order two perfect regiments, and in making an oasis in the desert, which will as

certainly extend itself all around, so sure as the services of the former mentioned

officer are spared to Government.

In conclusion, I can only add, that all I saw at Jacobabad convinced me that a

master mind had taken matters in hand which he was not inclined to leave half

done, and that, whether as regards appearance on horseback or on foot, in

equipment, dress, arms, horses, courage and fidelity. Government does not possess

a more valuable body of soldiers than the Scinde Horse.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Sig-ned) W. D. ROBERTSON, Brigadier-General,

Commanding Scinde Division.

River Indus, 2nd February, 1853.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) F. FOLLETT, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General.

(Copy.)

No. 60 of 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

s.-iti. Fehniiiry, 185.3. From the COMMISSIONER IN SciNDE, to the Right Honblc. Lord Viscount Falkland,
Governor and President in Council, Bombay.

My Lord,
With reference to my letter, as per margin, I have the honor to submit for

No. 207, dated 19th June, ^^ Consideration of your Lordship, a copy of a letter from
1852, regarding salary and Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent on the Frontier,

?acobl^ Political
°
Superin- on the subjcct of liis having neither salary nor allowances for

tendeut on the Frontier of the verv extcnsivo and responsible civil charge entrusted
Upper Seinde.

, i . "^
' "

to him.

2. I can add little to what I have already had the honor of submitting to your
Lordship in Council as my own opinions on this subject, except that every day I

have spent in this part of the country has confirmed my belief that Major Jacob's

management of the civil duties entrusted to him has done moi'e than even the
admirable organization of the military force under his command, to produce the
present state of perfect quiet within this frontier, and complete immunity from
the inroads of plunderers, which inroads had continued up to the day the frontier

was first placed under his charge. I have conversed with numbers of men once
the terror of all the honest cultivators of these districts ; men who could not deny
that, up to the period in question, they had followed no calling but robbery and
violence, and their statements are always to the same eflfect, that Major Jacob's

arrangements had made the calling of a freebooter, on which they once prided
themselves, first dangerous and then contemptible and unfashionable. Their
remarks always left on my mind the strong impression that the moi'al agencies

^lajor Jacob had brought to bear on their reformation had been far more effectual

than the physical force he had wielded with such good effect, and that he is

employing such moral agency in a manner which cannot fail to make the
reformation permanent, provided it can be continued till the lawless deeds of the
present generation cease to become subjects of living memory.

3. But it was, I am sure, never contemplated by Government that such labors

should be rendered gratuitously. That Major Jacob should manage a district

larger than many CoUectoratcs, conduct all political intercourse with the

barbarous tribes and semi-barbarous states along his frontier, superintend the

police, dispense justice, dig canals at a cost of a lac and a half of rupees, open
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and bridge roads, many of them throuoh dense jungle,* and perform all other 25t!i February, 1853.

functions of an energetic civil administrator of a large district, in a manner to

win the ap])robation of his Government and the respect and affection of its

subjects, and yet that he should receive for such an execution of such duties, in

the worst climate in the Presidency, no other emoluments than he would
have drawn had he been commanding his regiment in the quietest and most
healthv ramp in the best settled })rovince in India.

4. I feel convinced the anomaly has only to attract the notice of Government
to ensure its being corrected, and will therefore only respectfully commend the

question, as one of justice no less than of true economy, to the liberal consideration

of your Lordship in Council.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. ]J. E. FRERE,
Connnissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, H^huf, 25fh Februartj, 1853.

(True copy.)

(Signed) H. ELLIS,
Assistant-Commissioner.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 7 to 11 of Letter No. 95, dated 19th March, loth March. 1853.

1853, from the Commissioner in Scinde.

Para. 7-

—

Frontier Disfricfs.—Within the frontier there is little to add to

what has been stated in former reports. Under the admirable arrangements

made by Major Jacob, the frontier districts are rapidly recovei'ing the state of

high prosperity which they appear, ages ago, to have enjoyed.

8.—This result has, I think, been most materially promoted, by transferring

to the Political Superintendent the revenue and magisterial duties of the strip of

country within the frontier line, and I shall be much mistaken if, in a few years,

the districts in question are not among the most flourishing and best managed in

the province.

9-—The resumption of Boordicka from ]\Ieer Ali Morad has facilitated all

Major Jacob's m(»asures ftjr the improvement of his charge. It was formerly a

dense jungle, and, beyond harbouring game, was of little value ; the few inhabitants

being notorious thieves and cattle-lifters by pi'ofession, as some of the principal of

them were not ashamed to admit, in answer to inquiries as to how they lived.

10.—The clearance of the roads sanctioned by Government has been of the

Vide Government letter,
greatest use in oi>ening up the country. Major Jacob had

No. 2,325, of the 25th June, completed them when I visited the district with him, in
^^^'

February, and nothing could be better than the manner in

which the work had been executed, of which I have furnished a separate detailed

report. I will, therefore, only here add, that -valuable as the roads are in

promoting agi-iculture, they are still more useful in a military and ])olitical point

of view, as making pervious what was before an almost impeneti'able jungle, and
rendering an efficient police possible.

11.—At one place, (Koomree, near Kusmore,) Major Jacob took me over

strips of fine land, certainly not less in aggregate length than six miles, and with

a breadth varying from 200 or 300 yards to half a mile. These fields had been
cleared of heavy jungle, and sown with wheat, entirely by Doombkecs and
Jekranees, whose hands, till they were settled in Scinde, had never touched anv
im])lement of honest industry. This place, Koomree, when Major Jacob first took

up his post on the frontier, was a secret rendezvous of these tribes, who used, prepara-

tory to their inroads into the cultivated country, to halt at some temporary wells,

known only to their own ])eople, in the midst of a verv dense jungle, where there

is no other water within many miles. The discovery and occupation of the spot

* Up to the present time I find the extent of roads of 40 feet wide cleared by Major Jacob, and
bridged with masonry bridges where necessar}', so as to be passable for wheeled carriages all the year

round, is upwards of 320 miles ; the cleared roads of the same width, and equally passable in the dry

season, but not bridged, so as to be passable during the inimdation, is 120 miles : all of these have
some bearing in the military relations of the frontier, many are of considerable general conuueix-ial

importance. All are so locally, and many open up tracts of jungle previously inaccessible, and hardly

inhabited except by thieves.
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i9tii March, 1853. as a frontier post, led to the building of the first house, five years ago, and about

three years back, Jummal Khan Doombkee having seen its capabilities, and
being straitened for good land near his own settlement close to Jacobabad, begged

a lease of the land, which Major Jacob obtained for him. He has now, entirely

by the hands of his owti and other border tribes brought from Cutchee in 1847,

cleared the land and sown it to the extent above stated. To say nothing of the

difficulty of overcoming the previous habits of himself and his people, the work
done by this veteran border ride?' would do no discredit, either in extent or

style, to any English yeoman settling in the backwoods of America.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 1, of letter No. 1,755, dated 21st April, 1853,

from Government to the Commissioner in Scinde.

Paragraph 1 . I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council,

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 95, dated the 19th ultimo, sub-

mitting your annual report relative to the political relations of the province of

Scinde, during the year 1852, and to inform you that the state of the country

within the frontier appears to be most satisfactory.

No. 1,179 of 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
True extracts forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, C.B., Political

Superintendent on the frontier of Upper Scinde, Jacobabad.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office,

Kurrachee, 3rd May, 1853.

i2ti,iebruary, 1853. DRAFT OF LETTER to Mahomed Hussan, Wuzzeer of Kelat. Dated
12th February 1853.

Moollah Nusseeroola has come to me with letters from you, and from the

Khan, and has brought me two men prisoners who committed a murder within

the British territory. It is well that these prisoners have at last been sent to me,
but it would have been better^ and more becoming, had they been sent sooner.

With regard to other matters of which you write, you yourself know best in

your own heart what your intentions towards me and the British Government
are : I can only judge of them by your actions, which have not appeared to be
friendly.

I have labored continually for the benefit of the Kelat Government ; you appear
to have been laboring to thwart my endeavours. You have been treating with
favor the disturbers of the country, and aiding the Murrees in plundering and
murdering. Your near relations were lately actually assisting these robbers in

their attack on Poolajee. All this I wrote to His Highness the Khan long ago,

but received no satisfactory replies, and while your letters express friendship,

your proceedings still appear hostile. What am I to understand by this?

Nusseeroola assures me that you are my friend ; if so, let your actions be
friendlv towards the British, and not towards its enemies.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

i2ti, FeiTuary, 1853. DRAFT OF LETTER to the Khan of Kelat.

Your Highness' messenger, Moollah Nusseeroola, has brought to me prisoners,

the men accused of murder, for whom I wrote to your Highness some five months
ago. It is well that these men have arrived, but it would have been better had
your Highness been good enough to have sent them sooner. They will be tried

for their offence by a British court of justice, and if found guilty, be punished
accordingly.
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I have hitlierto abstained from replying to your letter of Rubeel Oolaowl, i2ti' Fci.ruary. isss.

pending the arrival of those prisoners.

In that letter you demand from me the names of the traitors who assist the

Murree robbers, and who give you evil counsel, whom I alluded to in my letter to

you of the 31st October last. They are known to all the world, and I have no
difficulty in naming them. The chief of these is Mahomed Hussan, your
Highness' Wuzzeer.
The Sirdars who were present and aiding the Murree rolibers in their attack

on Poolajee arc Khyr Mahomed and !Meer Rehmut Menguls, the near relations

of the Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan.

Your Highness doubtless is well acquainted with the proceedings of these

people.

Out of friendship, and out of regard to your honor and good name, I wrote to

you concerning them. By your reply, your Highness appeared not to be pleased

at my having done so ; but I had, and have no object in view but your good, and
the safety, peace, and good government of your dominions. You are, of course,

free to choose your own course ; but if your oificers assist these robbers, and
thwart my measures, you have no right to call yourself friendly ; and if the

consequences be evil, you have only to blame yourself. I have done my duty in

warning you, and have always been your friend.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 17th February, 1853.

I have the honor to request that you will have the kindness to infonn me
whether any reply has yet been received from Government on the subject of my
letter, No. 76, of the 8th April 1852, to your address. If not, I beg most
respectfully to request that you will again call the attention of Government to the

fact of my having held political charge of this frontier for six years past at heavy
cost to myself, but without any allowance or salary whatever beyond my regimental

pay, and to reipiest that my claim to such allowance, ^\'ith arrears fi'om the date

of my appointment, may be taken into favorable consideration, also that a proper

permanent office establishment may be at once, and for the future, gi-anted to me.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 24th February. IS3.;

I have the honor to bring to your notice, that it will be necessary to build a
bridge over the Begaree Canal where the road from Shikarpoor to Kusmore
crosses that channel. This is requisite, not only in place of a ferry to preserve

the communication, but to prevent the banks of the canal being cut through by
the road, which would allow the water to escape into the hollows towards Shikar-

poor, and thus defeat the objects obtained by enlarging the canal.

Another bridge is also much required across the Begaree, near Moobarickpoor,
so as to connect the roads at that place with the Shikarpoor road at Ummow.
It is of the greatest importance that these bridges should be built before the

next inundation, and I have ascertained that if commenced immediately, they
can be completed in time.

I have therefore the honor to re(|uest that I may be at once authorized to

construct them at a cost of Rupees 3,000 for the two.

I propose that they should be similar to the bridge over the Begaree on the

Meerpoor road, namely, of three arches, the centre arch of 24 feet, and the side

arches of 8 feet each, giving a clear water way of 40 feet ; the centre being
made high enough to allow the largest boats to pass.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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cth March, 1853. EXTRACT froHi Division Orders by Brigadier N. Wilson, K.H., Commanding
in Upper Scinde, Shikarpoor, 6th March, 1853.

No. 1.—The following Extract from Division Orders by Brigadier-General

W. D. Robertson, Commanding Scinde Division, is published :

—

Head Quarters, Kurrachee, 2nd March, 1853.

2.—On the requisition of the Commissioner in Scinde, the Brigadier

Commanding in Upper Scinde will be pleased to direct that the undermentioned
troops be held in readiness to move on service as speedily as possible, under
instructions which will be communicated to him by the Acting Assistant-Quarter-

Master-General

.

No. 7 Light Field Battery, 6-4 Artillery attached.

Four squadrons Scinde Irregular Horse, under the command of Major John
Jacob, C.B.

Second Grenadier Regiment Native Infantry.

The whole under the command of the senior officer.

The ammunition for these troops to be completed to the full field proportion

for the artillery and cavalry, and the infantry to 200 rounds per man, inclusive of

40 rounds in pouch.

(True extract.)

(Signed) EDWARD GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

6th March, 1853. DISTRICT ORDERS.

Shikarpoor, 6th March, 1853.

In obedience with the above Division Orders,

—

1.—No. 7 Light Field Battery, with 6-4 Artillery attached,

Four squadrons Scinde Irregular Horse,

Second Grenadier Regiment Native Infantry,

will hold themselves in readiness to move at the shortest notice.

2.—The ammunition for the above troops to be completed to the full field

proportion for the artillery and cavalry, and the infantry 200 rounds per man,
inclusive of 40 rounds in pouch.

3.—Indents for carriage and camp equipage for the above troops to be sent in

to the Brigade-Major's office without delay, so as to be in readiness for an
immediate move.

This force to be under the command of Major Jacob, C.B., Scinde Irregular

Horse.
4.—In the event of the troops being called upon, they will cross the river at

Sukkur.
The 2nd Grenadier Regiment taking up its detachment at that station (the

same being relieved by a similar detail from the 2nd Belooche Battalion).

5.—The Brigadier calls upon the commanding officers of the corps above-

mentioned to send in to the Brigade-Major's office a report when they are ready
and prepared to move, with as little delay as possible.

(True extract.)

(Signed) F. HARVEY, Lieut.,

Brigade-Major, Upper Scinde.

7th March, 1853. SiR,

With reference to District Orders of the 6th March, 1853, this day
received, I have the honor to report that the four squadrons of the Scinde
Irregular Horse, therein mentioned, are ready to move whenever required.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Major of Brigade,

Upper Scinde, Shikarpoor.

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.
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No. 279 of 1853. 16th March. 1853.

Assistant-Adjutd II f-Gefieral's Office, Kurrachee,
\&k March, 1853.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commandant of the Scinde Horse, Jacobabad.

Sir,

I am directed by the Brigadier-General Commanding the Division to annex
paragraphs 2 and 6 of his report to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, on
the regiments midcr your command, after his late inspection of them, and to

request that you will favor him, for the information of Lord Frederick Fitz-

Clarence, vr\\h full information as to the description and quantity of baggage and
animals recjuired by each of the regiments under your command, when on field

service, under the system established by you.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) EDWARD GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 2 and 6 of a letter from Brigadier-General
Robertson, Commanding Scinde Division, No. 113, dated 2nd Februarv,
1853, to the address of the Adjutant-General of the Army, Bombav.

Para. 2. The whole of the baggage was packed and laden on the reverse

flank of the column, ready for a march, and eveiything was in that state of

preparation, with only a day's warning, that the whole body on parade, numbering
796 sabres, could have moved, on the soimding of the trumpet, in any direction

where their services might be required.

Para. 6. The whole of these appointments, as well as the horse furniture, are

perfectly uniform and complete, even to the small leather water-mussucks for the

use of the men, carried under the belly of the horse, attached to the girths. In
short, the marching order parade proved, what I had long heard, that the Scinde
Irregular Horse were ready and able to march at the shortest notice, complete in

every respect, and quite independent of the people of the countr}', in respect of

carriage. Nothing can, I conceive, be more soldierlike and complete than the

marching order of the Scinde Irregular Horse.

(True extract.)

(Signed) EDWARD GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Scinde Division Army.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknoAvledge the receipt of your letter. No. 279, of the

l6th March, 1853, to my address, and with reference to its subject to report,

that I have never attempted to restrict the amount of baggage carried bv the

oificers and men of the Scinde Irregidar Horse, in the field, or elsewhere.

Reason and experience have con\-inced me that the very best, or rather, the

only good check on excess of baggage, is compelling officers and soldiers, at all

times, and in all places, to be provided with carriage ; their means being limited,

they cannot carry too much.
It is only necessary to insist on a sufficiency of baggage animals being

maintained by each and all, and these animals being private propertv, the men
never injure them by overloading or ill-treatment.

No wheel-carriages are ever allowed in the Scinde Irregular Horse ; in other

respects no restriction is placed on the nature of carriage. The soldiers keep
camels, ponies, or mules, as they please.

No carriage is ever allowed to be liired, under any circumstances. All men
are made to keep their owti baggage animals.

These rules are enforced by heavy fines on those who break them, but for

many years past everything in the Scinde Irregular Horse has worked perfectlv

smoothly, and the last instance of a soldier having been fined for being unpro-
vided with proper carriage occurred more than five years ago, the offender on
that occasion being an officer lately received from the regular cavalrj'.

I'Jth March, lS.j.i.
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i9tii Martii, 1853. Carriage is always ready, sufficient in quantity and quality to carry the men's
bedding, cooking apparatus, tents for such as choose to carry them, and three

days' food for man and horse, when necessaiy. No more preparation is required

for a march of any distance than for a parade.

The only delay beyond the time occupied in saddling and loading, is the few
hours necessary for bringing in the baggage animals from the jungle or country,

where they go daily for forage.

I have never found more than twelve hours' warning necessary to enable the
whole corps of Scinde Irregular Horse to commence a march of any length.

For instance, in December, 1845, when General Simpson received orders to

move a Brigade from Hydrabad to Bawulpoor with all possible despatch, I was
in the act of mounting my horse for parade when the Assistant-Quartermaster-

General rode up and asked me from the General when I should be ready to

march. I replied that we were always ready ; and we actually did march the

same day, reaching Roree with the whole Regiment in perfect order, and fullv

equipped, before a man of the "Regular" troops could be moved from Hydrabad
(fifteen days after our departure), although they were aided by a " Baggage
Corps," by the Commissariat Department, the Collector, and the police

authorities, while the Scinde Irregular Horse was wholly independent of all

external aid.

As bearing on this subject, which appears to me to be one of considerable

interest and importance to the army generally, I beg leave to call your attention

to my letter. No. 1 88, of the 22nd October, 1 850, to your address ; also to a
letter of mine to the Chief Secretai'y to Government, No. 138, dated 23rd
August, 1850, on the subject of silidar cavalry, written in reply to one asking

my opinion, &c., on the construction, rules, &c., which would be best for the

new corps of the Southern Mahratta Irregular Horse, which may be found to

contain information regarding silidar cavalry in general.

The whole essence of the strength of the silidar system with reference to

carriage, as to all else, consists in the men being made to provide for themselves

in all respects, and the commanding officer being left to make his own rules and
arrangements untrammelled by the forms and regulations of the regular army.
Thus, the regiment is rendered at all times complete in itself, and independent
of all other departments.

I have the honor to forward a return, showing the number of baggage animals
now actually present with, and belonging to the men of the Scinde Irregular

Horse ; but it should be borne in mind that there is no fixed proportion

esta])lished, and that the more carriage the men have in their possession, and the

more baggage they can carry, the more efficient is the regiment in the field, and
the more independent of daily supplies from the country through which it may
be marching.

The syces, grass-cutters, &c., generally travel mounted on the baggage
animals, which is a very great advantage ; and I have always found all to keep
up with the regiment, even on long marches, such as forty miles a day.

The success of these arrangements has been caused especially by the absence

of any but regimental regulations, and by the absence of everything not found to

be useful ; by the commanding officer being left to manage matters as he finds

best, the men not being made to be mere machines, but intelligent individuals,

not controlled by fear of punishment, but each one exerting himself to be at all

times ready, able, and willing to do his duty as a soldier, and proud of being and
appearing to be so.

Our strength is not so much in our array as in the personal character and
habits of the individuals engendered by such a system as exists in the Scinde

Irregular Horse.

The discipline is perfect, for all wish to obey and to do their best ; none
look to higher authorities than the commander of the corps, while the possession

of full powers by the commanding officer almost prevents the necessity of ever

using these powers, dismissal from the service being a severe punishment even to

a private sowar.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To Colonel Green, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

Assistant Adjutant-General, Kurrachee.



SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 89

RETURN, showing numbers and nature of baggage animals belonging to the istii JLinh. isos.

Silidars of the Scinde Irregular Horse, and now present on the Scinde

Frontier.

Camp, Jacobabad, IQth March, 1853.

At Jacobabad and thel

Frontier Outposts . .J
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I am, however, perfectly able to direct our proceedings, and under any circum-
stances my excellent Lieutenants will amply supply my place. On the return of

my spies from the Murree Camp, further particulars will be reported.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent and Commandant
on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

23rd March, 1853. SiR,

In continuation of the subject of my letter, No. 61, of the 21st instant, I

have the honor to report that the Murree force therein mentioned, abandoning
attempt to leave the hills in this neighbourhood or anywhere within our reach,

moved westward, and, debouching by the Lharee river, fell yesterday on the

village of Ti'eehur, whence the robbers carried off a very great number of camels
and other cattle, and, after killing several men of the Doombkees, immediately
returned within the hills.

The assembly of the mountaineers has now dispersed, and I purpose returning

to Jacobabad with the detachment here to-morrow night.

The heat has been, as already reported, very severe, and we have suifered

heavily in horses, not less than one hundred and sixteen of those of the party
with me having died of sun-stroke since we left Jacobabad on the forenoon of the

20th instant.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

25th March, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report that our presence being no longer required on
the other side of the desert, I this morning returned to Jacobabad, with the

detachment of the Scinde Irregular Horse mentioned in former letters.

The Murrees, after returning to the hills from their predatory incursion near
Lharee, have now sent their horsemen, only about 200 strong, via Kateychee-
Ke-Ghurree, &c., towards Mittenkote, with the intention of plundering the

Muzzarees between that place and Rojaun.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

5th April, 185.3. SiR,

I have the honor to report that about 2 p.m., on the 3rd instant, information

was received by the officer commanding at Kusmore, Kussuldar Shaik Kurreem,
of a party of plunderers having carried off a number of cattle from a place

between Kusmore and the hills.

Russuldar Shaik Kurreem immediately proceeded in pursuit of the robbers,

taking with him Naib Russuldar Gunga Deen and Jemadar Hafeezoolla Khan,
with a party of forty men of the Scinde Irregular Horse, and some Belooche

guides. The Russuldar came on the tracks of the robbers, and followed them
up till nightfall, when he came on the enemy—about eighty horsemen, with

about an equal number of footmen, on a hill close by.

During the pursuit, several horses had been left behind, exhausted ; and the

Russuldar had now with him a Naib Russuldar, a Jemadar, a trumpeter, and
twenty-nine men. When he came near the enemy he sounded the gallop, on
which the robbers turned and rode at him. The Russuldar immediately charged
them with his party, and a hand-to-hand combat ensued. It was now quite dark,

and the men on both sides were mingled together. However, after a hard fight.
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the enemy fled, and joined their friends on foot, not far off. The Russuldar sth April, 1853.

could do no more. In the dark, in the hills, and being thirty miles distant from

Kusmore, with a small party of tired men and horses, it was useless to attempt

further attack on numerous and strongly posted foes.

In the fight were killed on our side

—

Naib Russuldar Gunga Deen,
Naigue Mahomed Raza Khan,

„ Hoossein Bux,

„ Shaik Zoohooroodeen,

Sowar Seedee Yacoob,

„ ]\Iookteear Khan,

„ Dumber Sing,

Belooche guide, Khyrah,
And nine horses.

Wounded.

Sowar Mahomed Afzool,

„ Saaduck Ali.

A OTcat many of the enemy were killed, but in the dark the number could not

be correctly ascertained. After halting a little while at some water near where

the fight took place, Russuldar Shaik Kurreem returned towards Kusmore,
which place he reached at three in the morning, bringing with him the dead

bodies of Naib Russuldar Gunga Deen and the Sowars who had been killed,

and some mares taken from the enemy. The marauders did not succeed

in carrying off any of the plundered cattle, which they abandoned during the

pursuit.

I haye the honor to bring to your notice the excellent conduct on this occasion

of Russuldar Shaik KuiTeem, Jemadar Ilafeezoolla Khan, and Duffedar Kallie

Khan, who behayed most gallantly during the fight and throughout the affair

;

and I request the favor of your bringing their behaviour to the notice of His
Lordship the Governor in Council.

Shortly after Russuldar Shaik Kurreem had left the hills, parties from the

post of Koomree and Kimdkote, &c., had arrived in the neighbourhood, but did

not fall in with the enemy.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

P. S.—The Jemadar Yarroo Kosah, of Belooche guides, was with Russvddar

Shaik Kurreem throughout this business, and behaved excellently well as to

conduct and courage. This man's son was killed last year, while accompanying
his father in pursuit of border robbers ; and I beg leave to recommend him,

also, to the notice of Government.

Sir, lull April, 18.-,.!.

I have the honor to forward the enclosed letter, with accompaniments, from
Assistant-Surgeon Cruickshank ; and with reference to their subject, I beg

leave strongly to recommend that the civil dispensary and establishment applied

for, may be allowed.

I cannot imagine a more grateful boon to the people of this country, suffering

as they do from the severity of the climate and the frequently-recurring unhealthy

seasons. At tie same time, the measure is undoubtedly one of good policy, and
is calculated to be in a high degree profitable to the state as well as beneficial to

the people.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.
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12th April, 1853. SiR,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 865, of the 7th April, to

my address, this day received, I have the honor to inform you that your wishes
have been anticipated ; and you wdll by this time, I hope, have received returns
of traffic taken at several points in the Frontier District.

The bridges over the Begaree Canal will, in my opinion, be the best
possible points for ascertaining the amomit of traffic passing to and fro at

all seasons ; and I have ordered small chokees to be erected, and trees to be
planted at each of these bridges, to facilitate the recording of the numbers of
passengers, &c.

A similar account will also be taken regularly at Jacobabad and Kusmore.
With reference to former correspondence on the subject of roads constructed

by me, I beg to observe that, on further inquiry and consideration of the matter,

I am of opinion that the iron rollers I was authorized to procure will not be
required, and that the roads will be best and most economically kept in repair

by contracting with respectable parties for a series of years, leaving them to

execute the work by any means they find best.

I trust that the necessary aiTangement and outlay for repairs to these roads,

as applied for in my letter, will be soon sanctioned.

Much injm*y will be done to the roads, and greater expense ultimately

incurred, by delay in making some effectual arrangement for keeping these roads
in repair ; while it will be a pity to allow such useful works, after having been
successfully executed, to be destroyed or injiu-ed by neglect.

The frontier road along the posts now, and those from the posts into the desert,

require considerable repair, and I have the honor to request the necessary

outlay, as stated in the return which accompanied my letter. No. 46, of the 4th
March, 1853 (Rupees 2,800), may be at once sanctioned, and that I may be
authorized to commence the work without delay.

As bearing on the subject of the use and value of roads in Scinde, I beg leave

to mention one fact among many which appears to me interesting.

The supplies of clothing, boots, &c., for the Scinde Irregular Horse, are

received biennially via Kurrachee ; the goods are valuable and considerable in

quantity, about 120 camel loads. The cost of their transport is matter of some
consideration.

In 1849-50 I caused the goods to be sent by boats, on the Indus, in the usual
way : these boats were nearly three months on the passage to Sukkur, and the

damage incurred to the clothing, &c., while on the river, amounted to 1,400
Rupees. There was nothing unusual in this.

By the river route, also, it is necessary to employ an agent at Sukkur to

receive and forward the goods. With freight, land-carriage from Sukkur to

Jacobabad, damage to goods, &c., the whole cost of transport amounted to 1,860
Rupees.

On the next occasion, 1852-53, a good road had been meanwhile made
from Larkana to Jacobabad (only a fi-action of the distance from Kurrachee,
it is true, but still of some importance), and this tempted me to try the land
route.

From old prejudices, having reference to the state of things which existed up
to 1847, when the hill route was unsafe, by reason of plunderers, the camel-men
objected to come by the direct road from Kurrachee ; however, with some
difficulty, I persuaded them to do so, and thus the whole of our regimental
clothing, &c., reached Jacobabad from Kurrachee in 20 days, without the least

damage, trouble, or inconvenience.

The total cost of transport, &c., amounted to 1,560 Rupees, showing an
advantage over the river route of more than two months in time, and 300 Rupees
in cost.

Were a good bridged road in existence from the frontier to the sea, the journey
would be performed by loaded camels in fifteen, instead of twenty days, and when
the road became frequented and the route customary, the hire of a camel would
certainly be reduced from 13 Rupees, the present rate, to about 8 Rupees for the

trip, in which case, the land route would present as great advantages over even
the river steamers as it does now over the country boats.

Being fully impressed with this fact, I have directed everything for me and my
regiments to be forwarded by camel, by the direct road through the hills from
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Kurrachec, whenever the rise of the river and the absence of bridges south of 12th AprU, 1853.

Larkana do not render the country impassable.

I have the honor, &c.,
• (Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,

I have ascertained that the robbers who invaded the Kusmore district, and
were engaged with Russuldar Shaik Kurreem and a party of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, on the night of the 3rd instant, as before reported, were Murrees, with

some associated outlaws of other tribes.

Two hundred horse, as mentioned in my letter of the 25th March last, together

with (as I now learn) an equal number of foot, proceeded from Kahun to plunder

in the British territory, about Mittenkote and Rojaun.

On their return from this predatory expedition, they halted at a place in the

hills, known by the name of " Hurpooree," not far from Lotee, and nearly forty

miles north-north-west from Kusmore. Thence they detached sixty picked best

mounted horsemen, to carry off camels fi'om the Kusmore district.

These sixty horsemen were those pursued by Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, who
came on them after they had reached and joined the whole body of the robbers

above mentioned, at night, in the hills near Hurpooree. The robbers appear to

have lost only four men in the party, but from what I now know of their numbers,
nothing but the most excellent conduct on the part of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem
and his men could have saved the detachment of the Scinde Irregular Horse from
entire destruction.

The Bijaranee Murrees have again assembled in force, at Surtoff, whence they

have been detaching spies and small plundei'ing parties to Chuttur and that

neighbourhood, but as yet I am not fully informed as to their real object or

intentions.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of copies of the letters noted in

No. 449, 20th December, ^he margin, with your endorsement, No. 898, of the 9th
J852. From the Commis- April, 1853, and with reference to their subject I beg leave
sioner in Scinde to Lord . •

a. i. ^^ ^ "iii • i^]*
Viscount Falkland, Go- to pomt out that Considerable misunderstanding appears to
vcrnor &c., Bombay No. exist with regard to the position of the Murree robbers on

Secretary to Government, this frontier, and their relation to the Khan of Kelat. It is

Bombay, to the Commis- doubtless truc that the attack made by the predatory tribe,
sioner ni Scmde. No. 1,24G, -t. i i i-ki- i-i
11th March, 185.). From in December last, on roolajee, was made with a secret
the Secretary to Govern- understanding with Mahomcd Hussan, the traitorous minister
meat of India to the Chief ,. ,, , t i i i- tit i i tt
Secretary to Government, ot Kclat. lu his latc proceedings, JMatiomed Hussau appears
Bombay.

^^ ha,\e been influenced by the wish to injure his master with

the British Government, but it is certain that these Murrees are the worst

enemies of the Khan of Kelat, that they have, for many years past, laid waste the

best part of his country, and plundered the whole province of Cutchee.

For many j-ears past, the Khan has repeatedly and urgently begged for assist-

ance from the British Government, to enable him to reduce this rebellious tribe,

and to put a stop to its predatory inroads.

Without assistance from us, it is totallv out of his power to control these

robbers, as he has so often re])rcsented, and it is useless to call upon him to

do so.

The British territory has already been violated by the Murrees, in the instance

of the attack on Kusmore, in April 1839, smd the inroad into the Kusmore
district on the 3rd April, 1853.

While in innumerable instances, mentioned in my former letters, the Murrees

13th April, 1853.

ICth April. 185.3.
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I nth AprU, 1853. havc assembled in arms for hostile purposes, near the British border, and on all

these occasions have only been prevented invading the British territory by finding

the troops on the frontier moving against them. All is disorder, rapine, and
bloodshed on the Cutchee side of the desert.

It is true that there is peace, quiet, and protection, on the British side, but
there is still a constant pressure from without, which is only counteracted by
continual exertion and vigilance within. The least relaxation on our part, either

of labor or watchfulness, and, as formerly, the one side of the desert would
speedily be in the same bad state as the other.

This state of things, doubtless, has its advantages, though the evils may (and
do in my opinion) far outweigh them. The continual necessity for the exercise

of intelligence and active exertion makes the duty of guarding the frontier an
excellent school for soldiers ; and men, leaving their work on the border, in time

of peace, to go on war service elsewhere, find the latter by far the easier labor of

the two. Go where they will, they cannot find a more trying climate nor a more
watchful enemy.

The use of such a school, especially for the training of native Indian soldiers,

is assuredly very great, and I am far from undervaluing it.

The great contrast between the just and orderly Government of the British

territory, and the misery and violence prevailing in that of the foreig-n state, is

also not without its beneficial effects on our strength, and reputation, &c.
On the other hand, the absence of a really peaceful state of the border tribes

has these grave disadvantages. Any want of readiness, boldness, or active

exertion, on the part of the troops on the frontier, might at any time be attended

with terrible injury; and this might be the consequence of general and long

continued sickness, which not unfrequently occurs in this country, or it might be
caused by other accidental circumstances. A successful predatory inroad, such
as took place in December 1846, must prove, it should be remembered, a more
serious business in proportion as the country becomes more rich and more
populous.

Many lives were lost, and some fifteen thousand head of cattle and sheep
were, on the occasion above mentioned, carried off by the Boogtees to the hills

from the Shikarpoor district.

The injury done on that occasion was great, but it appears positively trifling

when compared to what would now be the efifect of such successful invasion of the

district along our border.

The existence of a powerful tribe of professed and active freebooters,

immediately on our frontier, offering an asylum and safe refuge for every outlaw

in the country, continually pursuing their lawless calling, carrying on extensive

depredations, and committing the most revolting cruelties almost under the eyes

of British oificers, certainly must, in some degree, alarm the well-disposed people

even within our territory, while it certainly excites the envy of great numbers of

our subjects who wish to practise the like enormities. For it should not be
forgotten that a very numerous class of people exists within our own border,

composed of men who, by tradition, inclination, and former habits, are strongly

impelled to like evil courses.

The Muzzarees, Boordees, Doombkees, Kosahs, Jekranees, and others in this

neighbourhood, were, till latelv, all plunderers. Their greatest pride was
revengeful murder, or successful robbery.

A new state of mind is gradually being created among these people, and the

change, even so far as it has proceeded, is most gratifying to witness. But the

ultimate and permanent success of all that has been done among the wild people

on this frontier during the last six years, depends on our being able to repress

the practice of, and as far as possible remove the wish, to resort to their former

mode of life on the part of the Belooche tribes, until those habituated to such

practices, and experienced in the dangers, joys, and excitement of predatory

warfare, shall have grown old or have passed away ; while, meantime, there has

existed no school in which their youth can be so educated. This appears to me
to indicate a very serious evil consequence of permitting the Murrees still to

carry on their predatory excursions unchecked close to our border, when all the

other, even more powerful, border tribes have been completely reduced to order.

Were these Murrees, the last of the organized robber tribes, compelled to

adopt peaceful pursuits, the change in the people of this country would, there is
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every reason to hope, become really permanent, and peace, plenty, comfort, istu AprU, isr,3.

and wealth prevail through the land, to the immense advantage both of the

Government and the people.

Again, though we may, by the continual exertion of active force, protect our

own territory from actual inroad, the existence of a powerful tribe of plmiderers

infesting the country immediately beyond us still must do incalculable injury to

us as respects commerce.

One of the greatest obstacles now existing to the establishment of an extensive

and most valuable trade between Central Asia and the sea, is the total want of

protection for life and property on the journey through the Bolan and the plain

of Cutchee.

No goods can be brought through that country save by the traders congre-

gating in considerable numbers for mutual protection, and hiring parties of armed
men to protect them. Even so, they are not safe, for the Murrees plunder in

such strong parties that they hesitate not to attack the largest Kafilas,

frequently overpowering the guards, even when they remain faithful, and not

seldom murdering as well as robbing the merchants.

The weak and disreputable state of the Kelat Government, also, as shown by
its total inability to crush these robbers, enables all manner of petty marauders
to rob with impunity, and enables every contemptible chief of a village to demand
and extort payment from all traders, under the name of transit duties, of

which not a farthing reaches the coffers of the state.

These appear to me to be some of the evils caused by allowing the Murrees to

plunder at their will, with impunity. It is certain, also, that these mountaineers
think that the British Government is afraid of them. This was the case, as I

informed Sir C. Napier, at Poolajee, in March, 1845, when the Murree Wukkeels
were with him, and the belief has certainly not since been removed.

I need, I think, add no more on this head, as I feel convinced that you are at

least as well acquainted with these subjects as I am ; but I fear that the Most
Noble the Governor-General must have misunderstood us both, judging from
the expressions used in the sixth paragraph of the letter of the Secretary to

Government above referred to.

Assuredly I never had any intention of proposing to exercise main force

habitually beyond our frontier, or anywhei-e else. No one was ever more
impressed than I am with the immense advantage of moral power over main
force. I never have and never would exercise, or propose to exercise, the latter,

save when it became necessary to enable me to apply the former.

On this point I beg leave to request you to refer to my letter. No. 19, of the

17th January, 1849, to the Commissioner in Scinde, wherein particular stress is

laid on this point : the same has been repeated in numerous former letters on
the subject of the border tribes.

I proposed to use force against the Murrees—the only troublesome tribe

remaining on this frontier—^not habitually, but once for all, in order to compel
them to forego their lawless pursuits, and take to a peaceful and quiet life, and
thus to prevent the necessity for recurring to forcible measures in future. I

pointed out that a comparatively small detachment of British troops would
suffice for the performance of this duty ; and in case of there being valid

objections to such troops being so employed, I recommended that sufficient

pecuniary assistance should be afforded to the Khan of Kelat, to enable him to

assemble an adequate force of his own people to remove the scourge which is

desolating his country. The more experience I gain, and the more I think over
these matters, the more I am convinced that such would have been our wisest

policy when the proposal was first made ; and that every year that the measure
has been, or may be deferred, adds to the evils pointed out, and to the cost of

remedying them.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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21st April, 1853. SiR,

As directed in your letter, No. 394, dated 18th April, 1853, to my address,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying copy of a letter to the Chief

Secretary to Government.
The Record Book of the Scinde Irregular Horse contains much matter on

similar subjects, which might possibly be interesting to his Lordship the Com-
mander-in-Chief, and, if he wish it, I shall be happy to forward the book for

perusal.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To Captain Follett, Frontier of Upper Scinde,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Scinde

Division Army, Kurrachee.

22nd April, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 443, of the

21st April, 1853, to my address, with accompanying copy of a letter from the

Assistant Adjutant-General in Scinde, and, with reference to their subject, to

state that I have nothing to add to my former reports regarding the death of a

number of our horses in the desert, on the 20th and 21st March last.

I commenced the march from Jacobabad at 7h. 30m., in the morning of the

20th March. The day proved unusually hot for the season, and before we
reached Shahpoor, at 3h. 30m., p.m., sixty horses had dropped dead.

Fifty-six more died during the following night and day at Shahpoor. There is

nothing very extraordinary in this mortality, except that the heat is not usually

deadly so early as the month of March.

But in the hot weather the desert is always dangerous in the day-time, both to

man and beast, and I have known as great a proportion of deaths to occur to

horses and men of a party of Belooche marauders as has lately occurred to us.

Our horses had perhaps a little too much flesh on them, and the heat was not

only great but came on suddenly.

At Jacobabad, on the 9th March, the maximum height of the thermometer

was 90"; on the following day, that of our march across the desert, it stood in a

good house at 106°.

These circumstances may possibly have had some effect in causing the death of

the horses. But I do not lay any stress on them, for long experience of this

desert convinces me that these sudden strokes are neither to be foretold nor

accounted for in the present state of our scientific knowledge. I have been out

frequently on horseback in this desert from sunrise to sunset, in the very hottest

part of the hottest seasons, without losing a horse or man, while at other times

a sudden puff of air, apparently, has instantly struck both man and beast dead,

even in the middle of the night.

Once, many years ago, in marching from Shahpoor to Jacobabad at night, four

men out of a party of about twenty which I had with me suddenly dropped dead,

without any apparent reason, or any warning whatever.

There is no remedy for these things, and it would be better to sustain a far

heavier loss than to allow the plunderers to suppose that we cannot take the

field at any time or season against them.

Our dead horses have all been replaced, without costing the state one farthing.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Major of Brigade, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Shikarpoor.
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Sir, lOtli M:iy, 1853.

I have the honor to return the accompanying papers, and, with reference to

their subject, to state that the only field-pieces in the possession of His Highness

the Khan of Kelat are the two old iron guns, about one or one-and-a-half

pounders, these not being mounted properly.

The Khan has several times during the last four or five years applied to me to

have them equipped with carriages, &c., for him.

This I declined doing, and he has now, it seems, applied to Morad Khan to

get the thing done for him at Kurrachee.

The articles in the accompanying list which I have marked with a cross would

be totally useless to the Brahooees under any circumstances ; while the carriages,

as well as the sponges and such like articles, of sizes adapted for six-pounders,

will be also useless for the guns which the Khan now has.

It would be well, I think, to decline having anything to do with the supply of

the stores required.

But if it slioidd hereafter be thought proper to afford His Highness the Khan
of Kelat the assistance he asks for, the present of a couple of field-pieces, with

carriages and ammunition, and harness, would doubtless form a very proper and
acceptable portion of such aid. But no ammunition should be supplied but

round and gi-ape ; shells, with all the apparatus belonging to them, would be

qjiite useless to these people.

I think that it might have a good effect if His Highness the Khan were
informed that Morad Khan is not the proper channel of communication with you,

but that such applications had better be made through me.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

^'^>
_ , _

21st May, 1853.

I have the honor to forward the accompanying copies of letters received

from the Commissioner in Scinde, and to request that application may be made
to His Lordship the Commander-in-Chief, and to Government, for some mark of

approbation to the parties therein mentioned.

As respects the Belooche Guide, Yarroo, I beg leave to recommend that he
receive a life-pension of Rupees 5 per mensem, to be enjoyed by him in addi-

tion to any other pay which he may be receiving.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Major of Brigade, Upper Scinde, Frontier of LTpper Scinde.

Shikarpoor.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 463, of the

27th May, 1853, to my address, with accompaniments ; and in reply to state, for

the information of His Lcjrdship the Commander-in-Chief, that the system of

remount in the Scinde Irregular 1 lorse is a.s follows :

—

All horses dying, from whatever cause, in quarters or in the field are replaced
by the owners themselves, who buy them as they can, or as suits their conve-

nience, at any price, and from whomsoever they can obtain them, receiving for

each horse, when approved of and passed by me, one hundred Rupees (100)
in aid of the purchase ; this sum of Rupees 100 being raised by equal contri-

butions from each assamee in the corps.

Thus, there being 1,600 horses in the Scinde Irregular Horse, each casualty

among them costs each assamee one anna, and so on for any number.
The horses lost in March last by sun-stroke were so replaced, the fund-monev

paid to the owners in aid of the remount on that occasion. Rupees 1 1,600, costing

each assamee Rupees 7, and annas 4.

o

28th Mav, 185:t.
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28tii Hay, 1853. This svstem I find to work well, and to be better than if the whole value of

the remount were paid to the silidars from a general fund, which woidd render

indi\iduals careless.

None but ready-money transactions being allowed, there is never any difficulty

in our remounts, neither do I interfere in the matter, except to examine the

horses when brought before me.

All being in a healthy, natural state, the men looking after their own interests,

and the horse-dealers receiving prompt payment, there is no trouble to any one

;

and the dealers always have ready in their stables at the head-quarters of the

corps, for sale on their own private account, a sufficiency of horses to keep our

ranks constantly full, under ordinary circumstances ; while their connections all

over the country enable them most readily to meet any extraordinary demand.
The average of our horses is, by means of open competition, free market, and

ready-money, only about Rupees 200 each, while the horses generally are equal

to those of any cavalry in India.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To the ^lajor of Brigade in Upper Scinde,

Shikarpoor.

^th June, 18.53. Sir,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 441, of the 25th February,

1853, to my address, and of much previous correspondence during the last six

vears, I have the honor to request that it may be represented to Government
that I am no longer able to carry on the political duties of this frontier, \\'ithout

pay, and without proper establishment. My letters, No. 32, of the 17th February,

1853, and No. 76, of the 8th April, 1852, will have laid the facts of the case

vdth sufficient clearness before Government. But no notice having been taken

of these, or of numerous former letters from me, as well as from yourself, on the

same subject, I am compelled with all submission and respect again earnestly to

request that I may be placed in a position to perform the public duties of this

frontier charge in a proper manner, without pecuniary ruin to myself.

The civil or political duties of this charge, as you are well aware, are quite equal

to those of any secondary political appointment vmder the Bombay Presidency,

and these cannot possibly be performed without establishment, without public

buildings, and without expenditure.

For six years past, I have performed these duties, not only gratuitously, but

at heavy cost. I have been compelled to pay numerous private servants to

perform all manner of public duties, usually performed by Government peons

and others.

The temporary establishment of one English and one Persian writer allowed

me is not sufficient for my office. I have hitherto maintained others at my own
cost.

Stationery, carriage, office tents, buildings, &c., have all been furnished and
maintained solely at my private cost.

I have, during the last six years, saved Government, by gratuitous superintend-

ence of public works alone, a sum amounting, at a fair estimate, to not less than

(20,000) twenty thousand rupees.

My actual hondjide expenditure on these accounts, and connected with public

matters totally independent of my military command, has amounted to more than

ten thousand rupees, exclusive of all claims to personal salary dm*ing six years

of hard and successful labor.

The subject having once been brought to the notice of Government, I never

doubted but that I should speedily be furnished with the means, as to estab-

lishment and allowances, of carrying on my duties satisfactorily, and I therefore

unhesitatingly continued expending my private means in doing all that it seemed
to be expected that I should perform.

I have thus expended, not only every farthing of my pay, but a large sum
received as prize-monev, together with the whole of my little patrimony.

I can, therefore, continue no longer to serve gratuitously, without incurring
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debt—a course which I consider dishonorable, and which neither public nor nh June, issa.

private necessities will ever induce me to follow.

On the whole view of the question, I am convinced that Government wdll

think proper at once to grant me proper establishment and office allowance, and

an adequate personal salary, with arrears since January, 1848, when I was

formally appointed Political Superintendent of this frontier.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,

With reference to your letter. No. 549, of the 6th June, 1853, to my address,

I have the honor to inform you, that I have to-day forwarded to you the Record
Book of the Scinde Irregular Horse.

This is the original copy, and is much worn and soiled, but it is the only one

I now have.

A fair copy was made and forwarded by me to England twelve months ago, to

be printed for the private and confidential official use of the officers of the corps.

I have not yet received any printed copies ; but when they arrive, perhaps His
Lordship the Commander-in-Chief will do me the favor to accept one, and to

allow another to be placed in the office of the Adjutant-General of the Army.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To Captain FoUett, Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

Assistant Adjutant-General in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

atli June. 1853.

Sir, 12th June, 1853

I have the honor to forward the accompanpng statement, with reference to

which I beg to explain that the lands in the district under my charge, lately

assumed from His Highness Meer Ali Morad, are not on separate establishments

for the ceded lands ; so that the cost of collection of revenue, police, &c.,

incurred on account of the new territory, can only be showTi by the diffijrence

between the present and formerly existing charges.

With regard to the police of the district, thei'e is a positive gain imder the

new arrangement, as respects that part of the country under my charge, the cost

of the policemen now employed in the frontier districts being somewhat less

than that of the police under the old arrangement, serving in the portion of the

territory which then belonged to the British.

The services of the old policemen having become available for, and been
transferred to, other districts, the charge of those now employed in Boordicka
should be debited to those districts, and not to that of Boordicka.

Again, the pay of European Deputy Collector of the Frontier District is not

justly chargeable wholly to the ceded lands, part of the districts being old

British territory, the European superintendence formerly exercised in which has

necessarily become available for employment elsewhere.

The cost, also, of the clearance of canals in the frontier district must appear to be
much heavier in proportion to the revenue yielded at present than it is in reality.

The Begaree and Noorwah Canals have lately been enlarged to double their

former sizes : the clearance is necessarily set down as required for these increased

dimensions, while the revenue shown is merely that due to the old dimensions of

these canals.

Under the circumstances, it appears to me not to be possible to make with

correctness the statement required with reference to this little district alone.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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STATEMENT showing the value of the territory, situated to the north of the

Begaree Canal, taken from His Highness Meer Ali Morad.

The territory lately assumed from Meer Ali Morad, situated to the north of

the Begaree Canal, placed under the charge of the Political Superintendent on
the Frontier, was so mixed up with lands before belonging to the British Govern-
ment, which lands are also now included in the district under the Political

Superintendent, that some difficulty occurs in giving a correct and fair state-

ment of the nett revenue of the newly acquired portion ; and a short explanation

of their respective positions is necessary, to show clearly the mode in which the

result shown in the accompanying abstract is arrived at.

2. The Frontier Districts extend from Mittree, eleven miles above Kusmore on
the Indus, to the extreme western point to which the waters of the Begaree
Canal flow in the direction of KhjTa-ke-Gliurree; bounded on the south by the

Begaree Canal; and on the north by the desert, the territory of the Khan of

Kelat. Part of the present frontier districts, viz., Moobarickpoor, Meerpoor,
a small piece of Roopar, the lands on the Meerwah, Mooradwah, and Rindwah,
on which the Belooche Colonies were located, and Kusmore, were formerly

under the Collector of Shikarpoor ; but, being now placed under the Political

Superintendent, a portion of the charges of his establishment, &c., must be
borne by them.

3. The lands received from ]\Ieer Ali jNIorad consist of a portion of the

Roopar Purgunnah, being west of the Noorwah, and watered by that canal,

including the to^vn of Jacobabad, and \illage of Abad, Chunder-ke-Ghurree,
Hussan Khan Soobaya-ke-Ghiu'ree, Ahmedpoor, &c. ; and that portion of

Boordicka lying to the north of the Begaree Canal, between Meerpoor and
Kusmore, including the towns of Thool, Shereghur, Ghowspoor, Dhurree,
Bhunnur, Gobla, Budanee, Kundkote, Hassan-ke-Ghurree, &c.

4. The gi'oss amount of revenue collected last year from the new lands in

Roopar and Boordicka was Rupees 38,805, annas 14 ; from the old, in Mooba-
rickpoor, Meerpoor, and Kusmore, was Rupees 19,805, 8 ans. 5 pice. In
calculating the charges to be placed to the debit of the new districts, therefore,

7-llths have been taken as about the fair proportion to be borne by them, the

remaining 4-11 ths beino- chargeable on the old ones : this rule has been followed

in showing the charges in the accompanying abstract.

5. The amount of revenue mentioned in the last paragraph was the total

collected last year, but does not nearly convey a correct idea of what will be
ultimately obtained.

6. Every year will show a great increase, as the lands which had been
abandoned, owing to the disordered state of the country, general insecurity of

property, and want of water, under the former rulers, are again brought under
cultivation. Since the accounts for the past year were taken, fresh grants of

land, to the extent of 20,646 beegahs, have been given to various Zemeendars,
which will yield a return of about Rupees 29,565 in excess of that above-

mentioned, without at the same time involving a fraction of additional expense.

The enlargement of the grand feeder, the Begaree Canal, will ultimately pro-

bably more than double the revenue of the whole district ; and that of the

Noorwah Canal, sanctioned by Government, and which will be carried out

during the ensuing di'y season, will also add greatly to the revenue, from its

water being available for the old lands Inng to the eastward, which before could

not be the case, owing, first, to the Noorwah belonging to Meer Ali Morad,
while the land on its eastern bank belonged to the British Government, and,

next, to the insufficiency of the supply of water. Again, three new canals have
been dug by Zemeendars (subjects of the Kelat Government) from the Noor-
wah, which carry water to the lands belonging to His Highness the Khan near

Mamool and Rojaun, bringing under cultivation about 900 beegahs of land,

which will produce yearly about Rupees 900, half of which boundary, according

to the settlement made in 1849, comes to the British Government, for the use

of the water.

7. The lands hold in jaghire in the new districts are very few, and of small

value ; these, however, will all lapse to Government on the death of the present

incumbents, and will be so much in addition to the present revenue.

8. The charges for European agency are 7-llths of the yearly pay (Rs. 8,400}
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of one Deputy Collector, amounting to Rupees 5,345, / ans., as his services are 12th June, 1853.

engaged for the whole districts of Moobarickpoor, &c., as well as for the new
ones; the same applies both to his establishment and the District Revenue,

Magisterial, &c., establishments.

9. No extra police whatever have in reality been entertained for the new
districts ; indeed, the number of men employed, and charged under the head, is

less now for the whole Frontier District than was formerly required for the old

portion. The police force then (now employed elsewhere) consisted of

—

30 Rural Police Rs. 300
30 Mounted ditto . . . . 6OO
50 Chandia Horse .... 750

Total per mensem . . Rs. 1,650

Per annum . . . Rs. 19,800

The present police force for the whole is as follows :

—

4 Jemadars, at Rupees 25 each . . Rs. 100

100 Sowars, at Rupees 15 each . . . 1,500

Total per mensem . . • Rs. 1,600

Total per annum . . Rs. 19,200

Showing an actual decrease of Rupees 600 per annum in the charges on this

account. Had there been no police force at all before, the proportional charge

for the new districts would have been Rupees 12,218, 2 ans. 11 pice; but this

has not been included in the accompanying Abstract, for the reason above stated.

10. The charges in No. 12 of the Abstract are for the establishment in the

town of Jacobabad, kotewal, peons, &c., amounting to Rupees 792 per annum

;

and extra charges, or grain collections in the districts, about Rupees 100 more.

11. The yearly expenditure required, but not yet sanctioned, for canal

clearance is

—

For the Sonewald .... Rs. 2,500
For the Noorwah 3,000
For the Begaree Canal . . . . 7,000

The two first convey water to the new lands only, but the third supplies water
equally to the Frontier Districts, and to the Shikarpoor Collectorate to the south

;

wherefore the annual t'xpenditure should be equally divided, and from the half, or

Rupees 3,500, debited to the Frontier Districts, 4-1 Iths has to be deducted for the

share taken for the old lands of Meerpoor and Moobarickpoor. This will leave

2,227 Ru])ces, 4 ans. 4 pice for the Begaree, to be added to the 5,500 for the

clearance of the two first-mentioned canals on a total of 7,727 Rupees, 4 ans. 4 pice.

1 2. The gross revenue of the past year from the new districts will be seen to

have been 32,805 Rupees, 14 ans., and the charges 22,736 Rupees, 9 ans. 9 pice,

leaving a balance over the expenditure of 10,069 Rupees, 4 ans. 3 pice.

13. This constitutes the real value of the portion of the district assumed from
His Highness Meer Ali Morad. As shown in paragi-aph 6, the revenue will be

immediately increased by about Rupees 30,017, when there will be an actual

annual augmentation of revenue to the British Government, from the newly

received districts, of Rupees 40,000.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by express, of your letter. No.

186, of the 15th June, 1853, to my address, and with reference to its subject to

inform you that there is nothing very unusual going on in the hills in your

neighbourhood.

Instead of a gathering of marauders to the number of 5,000, as has been

reported to you to have taken place, only some 300 or 400 men, horse and foot,

Murrees, Boogtees, &c., have assembled, and a few days ago proceeded from

Kahun, on a predatory excursion, to the eastward.

The whole of the frontier under my command is quite as much threatened by

the mountain marauders, as is the country about Asnee. But the robbers have

no real force, save in the terror which they manage to spread among the people

of the plains by means of false reports as to their strength, &c.

Defensive measures are totally useless against these robbers, and, as experience

shows, are even positively injurious.

According to your wish, however, I have ordered a squadron to proceed to

Kin, to remain there a few days, with oixlers to pati'ol towards the hills, and to

attack the enemy wherever they may find him.

The officer in command of the detachment has orders to communicate with you.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To Major Prendergast, Commanding
3rd Punjaub Cavalry, Asnee.

ITtli .Imie. Ig.Vi.

No. 139 of 1853.

Sir, 22nd Jiuif, IS5.'i.

I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant I received an application

from Major Prendergast, Commanding 3rd Regiment Punjaub Cavalry at Asnee,

for aid in " repulsing" an expected attack on his posts by a body of five thousand

men of various tribes, said to have assembled in the hills in his neighbourhood.

1 was well aware that there was no serious danger, and that the assembly of

the moimtainecrs consisted only of three or four hundred Murrees, horse and foot,

who proceeded some days ago from Kahun to the eastward, on a plundering

expedition ; but, with a view of giving confidence to Major Prendergast's posts,

I sent, as he requested, a squadron to Kin.

I have the honor to annex copies of the correspondence which took place on

this subject.

The squadron sent to Kin returned to-day, by my order, to Kusmore.
No inroad, whether in force or otherwise, appears to have been made in the

direction of Asnee by the marauders.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

No. 186 of 1853.

Asnee, \5th June, 1853.

Sir, loth jiiiKs IS.").!.

Having this morning received intimation from the Assistant Commissioner
at Mithun-Kote tliat a gathering of 5,000 men of various tribes (hitherto at

enmity with each other) has taken place within the hills opposite Rojhan, and
that it is their intention to overrun this district, I think it my duty to report

the circumstance to you, and I shall feel obliged by your informing me if, in the

event of the hill men descending in strength, you can detach a squadron to Kin,
to aid in repulsing them.

2. I have not sufficient men at head-quarters for a relief of guards, and am
unable to strengthen my southern detachments ; but if you can render the assist-
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loth June, 1853. ance I desire in the neighbourhood of Rojhan, I would recall my detachments at

once, to strengthen the force here. I should then be in condition to move out

with 200 men and two guns, leaving the cantonment in charge of infantry.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. G. PRENDERGAST, Major,

Commanding 3d Punjaub. Cavalry.

To Major Jacob, Commanding Scinde

Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

No. 195.

Asnee, l^th June, 1853.
19th June. 1S53. Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 136, of the
17th instant, informing me of the real state of affairs with regard to the gather-
ing of certain hill tribes opposite Rojhan.

2. I am much obliged to you for sending a re-inforcement to Kin, and as there
appears to be no prospect now of any large body of marauders making a descent
in that neighbourhood, I have directed the officer in command of your detach-
ment to return on the 21st (Tuesday) to Kusmore.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. G. PRENDERGAST, Major,
To Major John Jacob, Commanding 3rd Punjaub Cavalry.

Political Superintendent, &c., Jacobabad.

29th June, 1853. Sir,

I have the honor to report that, on the 23rd instant, a body of some 300 or
400 Murrees made a sudden descent on the town of Kujjuck (in Seebee), from
the neighbourhood of which place they carried off a large quantity of cattle,

killing four and wounding several more of the Kujjucks who resisted.

These marauders appear to have been the same- who were reported by the
Assistant-Commissioner at Mithun-Kote to be about to attack that country in

formidable strength. A few days ago, a party of INIurrees attacked the Boogtees
temporarily residing about Ooch, and carried off a large number of cattle.

The Boogtees got together, followed up the robbers to near SurtofF, where
they came on them. A fight took place, in which the Murrees were worsted,

with the loss of seven men killed.

The Boogtees had one man killed, with several others wounded, and recovered
all their property.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

No. 698 of 1853.

Assistant Adjutant- Generars Office,

Kurrachee, I'^th July, 1853.
19th July, 1853. SiR,

I am directed by Major-General Somerset to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter, No. 54, of the 9th ultimo, and to acquaint you that His Lordship
the Commander-in-Chief will have much pleasure in accepting the printed copy
of the Record Book of the Scinde Horse, which you propose to present to him,
and in allomng another copy to be placed in the office of the Adjutant-General
of the Army.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) F. FOLLETT, Captain,

Acting Assistant-Adj utant-General,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Scinde Division, Army.
Irregular Horse, Jacobabad,
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No. 118 of 1853.

From II. G. GoLDSMiD, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B. E. asth April, is.w.

Fkeue, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 25th April, 185.3.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, with enclosure,

dated the 10th instant. No. 122, and to inform you that the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council regrets that the gallant affair between the small party
of Scinde Horse, under the command of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, and a band
of Belooche plunderers, therein reported, has been attended with a heavy loss on
the side of the Scinde Horse.

2. His Lordship in Council considers the officers named by you worthy of

much praise ; and I am to intimate that, on your recommendation of any special

mark of approbation, through the usual channel. Government will be prepared
to consider it.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) II. E. GOLDSMID,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 25th April, 1853.

No. 122 of 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland, loth April, iss.x

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. Dated lOtli April, 1853.

My Lord,
I have the honor to forward a copy of a report from the Political Superin-

Naib Russuldar Gunga tcudent on the Frontier, giving an account of a very gallant
Deen, Jemadar Hafeezooiia affair between a body of the Scinde Horse, strength as per
Khan, a trumpeter and 29 . ixi' irn ii oi, -i t'-

Sowars, and some Belooche margin, under the Command ot Russuldar bhaik Kurreem,
^i'is. and a body of about 80 Belooche mounted plunderers,

supported by about an equal number of footmen, who had carried off a number
of cattle from between Kusmore and the hills.

2. The Russuldar, after a rapid pursuit of about 30 miles, during which
1 1 horses were left behind exhausted, came up with the plunderers about

nightfall, just as they had gained the edge of the hills. He instantly charged

the horsemen, who turned to ride at his diminished party, while their footmen

occupied a spur of the low hills. After a hand-to-hand fight, in which the Naib
Russuldar Gunga Deen, a Naique and five Sowars of the Scinde Irregular Horse,

a Belooche guide, and nine horses were slain, and two Sowars wounded, the

enemy were defeated, and fled.

3. As it was impossible, imder such circumstances, after nightfall to follow the

enemy up among the hills, the Russuldar halted at the nearest water, and then

returned, bringing back to Kusmore the bodies of his slain comrades, and some
mares taken from the enemy, who had been forced to abandon all their plunder

during the pursuit.

4. I would bog to bring to the particular notice of your Lordship in Council

the conduct of Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, to whose promptitude, ])erseverance,

. . , and daring, the success of the blow is, in Major .Tacob's

letter. No. 51, of 19th Feb., opiiiiun, attributable. He is the same officer who last year
and Government reply, No. ^qu the approbation of vour Lordship in Council for his •

98, of the 28th February. , fl ,
J r

temper and courage m putting down a mutiny or Mcer Ah
Morad's Affghan mercenaries, who were endeavouring to force His Highness to

settle their demands for pay.

5. Major Jacob also commends to the approval of your Lordshi]) in Council the

conduct of Jemadar Hafeezooiia Khan, Dutfedar Kallie Khan, and Yarroo Kosah,
Jemadar of the Belooche Guides, whose son was last year killed by his father's

p
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loth AprU, 1853. side, while in pursuit of border plunderers. Much depends on the courage and
fidelity of these men, and I would beg to recommend him, along with the other

men named by Major Jacob, for some special mark of your lordship's approbation.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, \Oth April, 1853.

No. 1,210 of 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
True copies forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, Political Superin-

tendent on the Frontier, with reference to his letter. No. 75, dated 5th
April, 1853.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, Cominissioners Office, bth May, 1853.

6th July, 1853. SiR,

With reference to the subject of the letters received with your endorsement,
No. 1,709, of the 20th June, 1853, I have the honor to point out that, on
perusing the letter from the Medical Board to Government, which it seems has
caused the rejection of my recommendation of the establishment of a small civil

hospital or dispensary at Jacobabad, I found that it was e\ddent that some gross
error existed in the calculation of the number of patients treated.

On referring the matter to Doctor Cruickshank, and examining the returns, I

find that the numbers mentioned by the Medical Board, which are, however,
correctly quoted from the returns forwarded from this place, are only about one-
fifth of the real number.

This alone will, I hope, suffice to induce Government to reconsider its decision,

and to grant the boon asked for.

But there are other circumstances which appear not to be correctly understood.

The Medical Board correctly describes the history of this proposed dispensary,

but the inferences which it seems to draw fi-om it appear not altogether just.

When I first entered on the command on this frontier, the country was
deserted : there were not ten human beings where now there is a large town at

Jacobabad, while the country about has become proportionally peopled.

As the inhabitants began to increase, the want of medicine, &c., became
apparent, and permission was requested to supply it.

Since then the demand has of course gone on increasing in accelerated ratio,

and now a building and some little establishment are required.

The number of patients now relieved with the imperfect means at the disposal

of my medical officers is considerable ; but this is by no means the measure of

the relief which would be affiarded were the arrangements of supply better

'adapted to meet the demand for medicine and medical treatment.

The question is one at first sight of pure benevolence ; but there are no
isolated facts in natui-e, and that which is really good in one sense is good in all.

There is land and water about this neighbourhood sufficient to occupy the

labor of ten times the number of the present inhabitants. About one-fourth of

the value of the labor of each man employed on agriculture finds its way into

the Government treasury. Restoration to, or preservation of, health among the

people, is a direct addition to the fund of labor, and thereby to the revenue.

Directly, then, as well as indirectly, all such measures as that now proposed
must be beneficial to the state generally, to the Government as to the people.

I trust, on reviewing the question, that you will agree with me in the propriety

of again moving Government to allow the building and the establishment applied

for by Doctor Cruickshank.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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RETURN showing the number of Patients treated at the Dispensary, Jacobabad, uth July, isss.

for the last six months.

Jacobabad, 1st July, 1853.

Months.
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5th July, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to return the papers received with your letter, No. 566, of

the 13th July, 1853, to my address, and, with reference to their subject, to state

that the circumstances of the case of Jan. Beg Jekranee are as follows :

—

According to the original settlement with the Doombkees, Jekranees, &c.,

made in 1845 by Sir C. Napier, these men were granted certain lands for their

support near Janadeyra, &c. ; these lands were given them free for three years,

after which period the revenue from them to be collected as usual.

When the three years had expired, the lands were claimed by His Highness
Meer Ali Morad.
The claim of the Meer appeared to be mijust both to Major Goldney and

myself ; however, our opinions and arguments were overruled by Mr. Pringle, then
Commissioner, and the claim of the Khyrpore Government was allowed.

The revenue to be paid by the Belooche settlers to Ali Morad was then fixed

at one-eighth of the produce, and this was paid for one year, when the

Commissioner, at my recommendation, and under some new arrangements with

the ]\Ieer, granted the lands fi-ee in perpetuity.

Thus, then, even at that time, the advantages enjoyed by these Belooche
settlers were much greater than those to which they were entitled by the terms

of their capitulation at Truckee.

But in 1850, after a partial failure of the jowaree crop, Durrya Khan Toork
Ali, and the other chief Belooche settlers, petitioned to be allowed wheat lands also.

This petition I strongly backed with the Commissioner ; he agi'eed to its

prayer, and wheat lands were accordingly granted them south of the Begaree
Canal. It was at first intended to assess the lands in the usual amount of

revenue, but after some discussion and correspondence on the subject, these

lands were, at my recommendation, also granted free. This was a matter of

pure favor, the men ha\dng already been granted more than they had any right

to claim. Among others the present petitioner, Jan Beg, received, I presume,

the grant of land which now forms the subject of his complaint. I do not exactly

understand the arrangement by which this man was allowed to occupy, under
free grant from Government, the lands of another Zemeendar, Abdoola Khan.

But whatever sums Jan Beg may have at various times agreed to pay to

Abdoola Khan, he appears never actually to have paid the man a farthing, and
the debt, which the petitioner says he has incurred, has, I am informed by the

Collector of Shikarpoor, been wholly remitted.

When the district north of the Begaree Canal was placed in my charge, in 1852,

it was thought advisable that the Belooche settlers should all be provided for in

that district only ; accordingly they were all distinctly informed that after the

termination of the current season they would not be allowed any longer to hold

lands south of the Begaree, but that others equivalent to those would be granted

to them in the Boordicka district.

I repeatedly personally explained this to Jan Beg, and directed him, as well

as all the other parties concerned, to proceed at once to choose lands for

themselves from the waste or unclaimed land in Boordicka.

Every man, with the sole exception of Jan Beg, acted accordingly, and lands

equivalent to those held by them south of the Begaree were granted to them in

this district, which thev have cleared, and are cheerfully and profitably

cultivating. Jan Be<j did nothing ; but while the other Belooches wei'e choosing

and obtaining lands in this district he, in spite of the orders he had received,

persisted in retaining the lands south of the Begaree. This, by some mistake of

the Kardar, in whose district the lands lie, he was allowed to do for one season

longer, when the Collector peremptorily ordered him to vacate the lands, and to

proceed, as his brethren had done, to the northern district—still the man did

nothing but come to me daily for several months to whine, until the season

became advanced, while all the other Belooches were cheerfully at work in the

fields. He refused to choose lands for himself, or to do anything in fact but
complain, and in this state he still remains.

In my opinion the best mode of proceeding with the man would be to leave

him to make any private arrangement he pleases with Abdoola Khan, or other

Zemeendars, but to levy the full revenue from the lands he may cultivate south

of the Begaree, just as it would be levied if cultivated by the Zemeendar
himself.



SCINDE IRREGULAE HORSE. 109

It will be seen, from what I have stated above, that the greatest indulgence isth July, isss.

has been shown to these Belooche cultivators, and that every one of them, with

the exception of Jan Beg and his immediate followers, has availed himself of this

indulgence, and is working cheerfully, vigorously, and profitably. Those who
act thus cannot be too much encouraged, but the idle and lazy, and the

discontented, should, I think, be left to feel the inconveniences of their

misconduct, and to find themselves in an inferior position to their industrious

brethren.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Officiating Collector, Shikarpoor,

Sir, 16th July, 1853.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 507, of the

15th Julv, 1853, to my address, with accompaniments, and, as therein directed,

to report that Jemadar Hafeezoolla Khan and Duffedar Kallie Khan were brought

to my notice by Russuldar Shaik Kurreem, as having been conspicuous for good
conduct on the occasion in question.

During the long and exhausting march in the pursuit of the enemy, these

officers exerted themselves in exciting the spirits of the wearied men, and keeping

the detachment toother in the most soldier-like manner. When eng'affed with

the enemy, every officer and man had to fight stoutly for his life, but the services

of these officers were then also of the greatest value to the Russuldar, their

steadiness and presence of mind enabling him, in the midst of a desperate melee,

to preserve some order, which alone enabled him to beat off the overwhelming
numbers opposed to him.

At the same time, the Jemadar and Duffi?dar were conspicuous as personal

combatants, and each struck dowTi several of their opponents in hand to hand
encoimter, and are, I think, every way worthy of the distinction of the Order of

Merit,

The Jemadar of Belooche Guides, Yarroo Kosah, was, I find, mentioned in my
report to the Commissioner, No. 75, of the 5th April, 1853; but, by some error,

this was omitted in my report to the military authorities, of the same date.

The ro])()rt alluded to is as follows :

—

" The Jemadar, YaiToo Kosah, of Belooche Guides, was with Russuldar Shaik
" Kurreem throughout this business, and behaved exceedingly well as to conduct
"and courage. This man's stin was killed last year, while accompanying his
" father in pursuit of border robbers, and I beg to recommend him also to the
" notice of Government."
The work of the guide, on these occasions, is the most important and arduous

of all ; not only the success of the party, but its existence, depends on the fidelity,

skill, and courage, of the guide.

This man, Yarroo Kosah, has done much good service on this frontier. On
this occasion, he not only perfonned all the duties of a first-rate guide, but also

fought gallantly and conspicuously in the melee, one of his men was killed bv his

side, and his own mare killed under him.

The opportunity appears to me to be a good one for rewarding him for his

conduct generally in our service, and th(>reby encouraging activitv and fidelitv

among these wild people.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Major of Brigade, Shikarpoor.
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>lst Jill)-, 1853. S IR,

With reference to your letter, No. 3,154, of the 7th July, 1853, to my address,

with accompaniment, I have the honor to state that, in my opinion, the train

mentioned by you

3 3-Pounder guns
3 4f Howitzers .

4 5^ inch Mortars
4 4?

4 4g Howitzers .

:1
with carriages.

on beds.

will answer exceedingly well for the mountain battery to be placed under my
command, on this frontier.

With regard to shrapnell shells, this species of ammunition is, of course, not of

the slightest use for vertical fire, wherefore none of it is required for the mortars

or howitzers on beds, but it is a most valuable ammunition for the howitzers on
carriages, and, in my opinion, the 3-pounder shrapnell is also very useful

occasionally in the hills. I would, therefore, if it be procurable, add 24 rounds
of shrapnell per gun to the 3-pounder ammunition. With this addition, the

proportion of ammunition mentioned in the list accompanpng your letter for the

3-pounders and -howitzers on carriages, appears good and sufficient.

With each mortar and howitzer on bed I would recommend 100 rounds of

common shell, and 20 carcasses, with the usual small stores, &c., in proportion.

There should also be, with the stores belonging to the mountain battery, a good
set of intrenching tools, which are indispensably necessary for work in the hills.

I should therefore recommend that the undermentioned articles be added to

the list.

Axes, felling, with handles . . .24
„ pick „ „ .... 48

Crows, Iron ...... 24
Hoes, Europe, with handles . . .48
Hatchets, hand . . . . .24

The artificers' tools also should be very complete and good.

There should be two sets each of smiths' and carpenters' tools, with small

Europe bellows and anvils of the best quality.

There should be a double set of drag ropes to each carriage gun.

The undermentioned articles are also very necessary.

Rope, Europe, 2-inch coils . . .2
Blocks, single and double, with sheeves, &c., of) ^

proper size for the two-inch ropes . prs.j

As regards the means of transport proposed for the battery, I think that the

pieces on beds, and all the ammunition not in the limbef-boxes, had better always

be carried on camels, which should be entertained for the purpose.

The guns and howitzers on carriages might also be carried on camels

occasionally, but should be fully equipped for horse draught, four horses to each.

The usual artificers and lascars should be allowed, and to make the thing

perfect for any service, a troop of Irregular Horse might be raised and attached

to the battery, the whole being organized and formed as a troop of Silidar Horse
Artillery, such as it was proposed by Lord EUenborough to add to the Scinde

Irregular Horse in 1843.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Secretary to the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Military Board, Bombay.
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No. 3,154 of 1853.

MILITARY DEPARTMENT—ORDNANCE.
To Major John Jacob, Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad,

Upper Scinde.

Sir,

Government having directed that the mountain train in Upper Scinde,

})roperlv equipped, should bo attached to your command on the Frontier, I am
directed by the Military Board to request that you will have the goodness to

intimate what ordnance and material equipment you would wish the train to be

composed of.

2. The authorized strength of a mountain train, as you are probably aware, is

that laid down at page 536 of Jameson's code, viz. :

—

3 3-Pounder guns

3 4; inch Howitzers

4 5\ Mortars
:1

with carriages.

with beds.4 4-

4 4g „ Howitzers

But Government would, doubtless, sanction any modification of the above

which you might deem desirable.

3. The mountain batteries forwarded to Scinde in the year 1842, 1 am desired

to «tate, were equipped with ammunition and small stores, agreeably to the

statement hereunto appended, and no rcAision of that equipment has yet been
made by authority. The Board request to be favored with your opinion and
wishes regarding this table, and referring to the ammunition therein exhibited,

they would be glad to be informed whether you consider that shrapnell shells can
he effectively used with the mortars and howitzers, or with guns of so low a

calibre as 3-pounders. For the latter, the shrapnell shell has long been disused

in the royal service.

4. The Board would further request the favor of being informed what draught
you design for the train in question.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) C. D. MYLNE, Captain,

Secretary to the Military Board.

Bombay, 7th Juljj, 1853.

7tli Julv, 1S53.

LIST OF ORDNANCE STORES, AMMUNITION, &c., for one Battery

of (3) three-pounder guns, and the 4j inch Howitzer Mountain Train.

Military Board Office, 22nd February, 1842.

NAjrES OF Stores.
Three-
pounders

Apron, gun
Auf^ers, fuze hand
Axes, fellini;, with helves

Axes, pick

Bags, fuze

Bits, gun
Boxes, tin fuze

„ kit

shot and shell, to contain 6

)

case shot and 15 rounds shot J

shot and shell, to contain

case shot, 2 common shell

and 4 shrapnell shells

1 2)
ells, >

Four and
two-fifths

inch
Howitzers.

90

3

3

1

2

3

3

3

6

162

Remarks.

2 ihs. in each box.

Two-thirds of these boxes

to be filled up with copper

magazine, and one-thu'd

with canvascamiou pouches
and leather, bottoms to

contaui filled cartridges.
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Names op Stokes.

Buckets, gun leather

Caps, sponge

Carriages, mountain ord., with limbers...

„ „ with limber, spare...

Cai-tridges, empty serge, to contain 1

12 oimces of powder, spare... /
„ empty serge, to contain 8

ditto, ditto

„ filled serge, to contain 12
ditto, ditto

„ filled serge, to contain 8
ditto, ditto

„ priming, 1 lb. powder in each
Cases, portfire, with slings

Compasses, plain brass

Cartridges, bui-sters empty, for com-

1

mon shell, 4 and 2-5ths inch /
„ bursters, empty, for shrap-

nell shell, 4 and 2-5ths inch

„ bursters, filled, for common
shell, 4 and 2-5ths inch ... ^

„ bursters, filled, for shrapnell \
shell, 4 and 2-5ths inch ... J

Cork-screws ,

Drag ropes, gmi, light ordnance
Drifts, gvm
Esses, iron

Fimnels, copper, small

Fuzes, filled, common, 5J inch

„ spherical

Glasses, spying, 2 feet, foldmg
Hanuners, claw
Handspikes, purchasing
Hatches, hand
Hemp lbs.

Hoes, Eui'ope, with helves ,

Kegs, grease filled

Kit lbs.

Knives, laboratory

Ladles, copper, with worms
Linch-pins, spare

Line seizing, skems
Linstocks

Locks, pad, brass, smgle
Mallets, fuze

„ large

]\Iatch cotton, in pieces of 10 yds.. ..pieces

Measures, copper, 12 oz

J) „ 8 oz

Needles, sewing
Oakum lbs
Ordnance, brass

,

Paper, cartridge cannon, or portfire,

quires

Portfires

Powder, gun, fine (in 50 lb. ban-els) lbs,

Pouches, cannon

„ prinung
Rasps
Saws, Fuze
Scales, tangent

„ gimner
Scissors, laboratory

Shells, common, prepared for service,

4 and 2-5ths inch ,

„ shrapnell

Tliree

pounders

'}

ice,

I

3

3

3

1

186

1,962

186

3

1

3

6

3

2

3

3

3

8

6

3

4

3

50
3

100

15

3

roo

30
4

Four and
two-fifths

inch
Howitzers.

3

3

3

1

165

1,320

165
3

3

220

440

110

220

3

3

3

990
1,980

1

3

6

3

3

2

3

12

3

8

12

3

4
3

3

40

3

100
15

3

500
200
54
4
3

3

3

330

660

Remarks.

2 in each ammunition and
limber box.

1 in each ammmiition and
limber box.

'2 in each 3-pounder ammu'
nition and limber box, and
one in each 4 and 2-5ths
mch box.

f 990 ^ mile range.

{ 990 I ditto.

(.990 A ditto.

1 to each limber box.

2 rounds in each limber box.

4 rounds in each limber box.
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Names op Stores.

Shot, case

„ round, fixed to bottoms

Slinps, bamboo, with ropes complete, for 1

ordnance /
„ „ „ for carriages

„ „ „ for wheels ...

„ „ „ for amiiiu- \
nition boxes J

Spikes, gun, jagged

„ _
spring

Sponges, with rammers
Sticks, portfire

Tarpaulins, ammunition \
„ gun and limber J

Tampions, with coUai's

Tools, carpenters' comitry chests

„ smiths' „
Twine, Eiu'ope, fine skems
Vices, fiize, block

„ hand
Washers, axletree, spai'e

Wax cloth yds.

Wires, priming

Wrenches, faze, brass

„ nut

Yokes, pole, including spare
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7tli ,Tulv. 1853. Contents of each 44-inch Howitzer Box, Ammunition :

2 case shot of 10 lbs. 8 oz.

2 shells at 8 lbs. 7 oz. .

4 shrapneU shells at 9 lbs. 14 oz.

8 cartridges, 1 spare, 1 priming

Weight of box complete

Portfires, fuzes, &c.

lbs.
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From Colonel Sinclair, Commandant of Artiller)- in Scindc. nth juiy, i853.

Clijlen, Kurrachee, Wth Jtdy, 1853.

My Dear Jacob,

Many thanks for your reply about the mountain train. It is quite clear

that the Bombay authorities are somewhat " dark " about the matter. You
write for an arsenal ; they offer you the mountain train in lieu. In the matter

of the arsenal, I am sorry I cannot assist you, as I consider that Hycb-abad, if

not the best position in Scinde for the principal arsenal, is at all events the best

available, notwithstanding all its inconveniences. The fact is, Hydrabad ought
never to have been selected as a site for a permanent cantonment, nor Kotree for

the flotilla. Jerruck was the proper place for both, and the arsenal also, for

many reasons, conclusive to me, at all events, if not to others ; but to attempt

now to move the camp from Hydrabad, or the flotilla from Koti'ee, would be

futile ; and having the troops and establishment thus fixed at this spot, no better

place ofifers for the arsenal. To re-establish the department at Sukkur or

Bukkur, would, to my mind, be an unadvised move ; for, notmthstanding all you
say—and there is no man in the service more willing than I am to assent to any
say of yours—I cannot believe either the one or the other a fitting place for any .

large establishment, the periodical sickness to which parties residing in the

locality are subject, altogether unfitting it for the purpose. Shot, shell, and
hea\T ortbiance may, indeed, be deposited here, under lock and key, with advan-

tage : they require no establishment to take care of them, and ai'e not themselves

liable to deterioration from climate. The magazine at Bukkur is all you say of

it, and should be abandoned ; in fact no powder should be kept in advance, lest,

when required, it be found bad in quality and untrustworthy, as all powder in

Scinde* becomes after a few years. Were it not for the difficulty of commimi-
cating with Bombay during certain months of the year, I would recommend that

the service stock of powder should, on this account, be lodged at the Presidencv,

whence it could be brought up long long before any force to use it could be collected.

It is, I think, a pity that, if you are to have the mountain train, you should

not have it efficient ; I have, consequently, recommended that the train to be
made over to you consist only of 4^ howitzers, with ammunition as you recom-
mend, equipped with carriages for camel transport. These now in Scinde are

principally fitted up for mule draught : even if mules were available, I would
recommend them being employed in pad, not in draught ; but they are not

to be had, and camels are the next best beasts of burden available. If the

roads are good for wheel carriages at all, you have the light field battery

at hand, well equipped ; and no man knows better than yourself how well

such battery can get along. I have omitted 3-pounders altogether in my
recommendation, believing such pop-guns to be quite useless. Instead of

mortars, I have recommended that one or two howitzer-beds—available for use

with the howitzer when used as a mortar—be supplied. A light howitzer used

in this manner is far superior to a mortar of the same calibre, throwing its shell

with much greater precision and to a greater distance. I have, as regards artillery-

men, simply asked how Government intends to man the train, suggesting that a

mere transfer of the material to you from the Deputy Commissary will only

burden, not strengthen, your position.

In ijonr hands the train, or indeed any description of gun, could be made to

speak fluently and pertinently to a stranger ; but I should be sorry to see the

principle established that a train of artillery is to be placed at the disposal of

every man commanding a coi-ps of either cavalry or infantry on the frontier,

without having attached to it a trained band of artillervmen, properlv com-
manded. Without the attendance of such band, the guns would soon prove

themselves dumb dogs, or at least snarling curs, and the prestige now attached to

the artillery service be lost.

A report has spread in camp that we are to have another battalion. I do not

myself credit the rumour, although hoping it may prove true. To you the

augmentation of the regiment would, at present, make no difference, but after a

few years' fm'thcr service, advancement in the regiment might benefit you.

Believe me, yours very trulv,

(Signed)
'

J. "SINCLAIR.
* Yet it is certain that there is no climate on earth so favorable to the good preservation of

gunpowder as that of Upper Scinde.—J. J.
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No. 2,017 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

15th July, 1853. From the Commissioner in Scinde to Major Jacob, Political Superintendent

on the Frontier, Jacobabad. Dated 15th July, 1853.

Sir,

With reference to your letter, No. 81, of the 12th April last, I have the

To Government No 149 honor to transmit, for your information and guidance, copies

of 28th AprU, 1853. From of Correspondence, as per margin.

j;!^::o^Vesubjett*:froads 2. In Conveying the sentiments of Government, as

on the frontier and in differ- expressed in paragraph 3 of the letter from Mr. Secretary
ent parts o pper bom e.

Lmj^gjei;,^ j^ would be superfluous in me to express my own
obligations. You will, I am confident, feel that you have your highest reward in

the sense of the benefit you have conferred on the country around you.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 15th July, 1853.

No. 1,657, dated 19th April,
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latter under the Executive Engineer. These roads, when complete, will add 60 isthJuiy, is-,.;,

miles to the total length of cleared road in Upper Scinde.

6. The roads are 45 feet in width, and all of those constructed within the last

two years generally run in perfectly straight lines from village to villaore.

7. None arc metalled : they are merely levelled and cleared of the trees and
bushes, which, in many parts, formed an almost impenetrable jungle. A trench

at the side prevents carts and cattle getting off the road, and fiu'nishes soil for

fiUirig up small inequalities. With the exception of a few localities, when great

traffic renders a harder surface desirable, such roads are as good and durable as

the present traffic requires.

8. The bridges, of which there are 159 in all, are built of burnt bricks, with

mud cement, and semi-circular arches. The largest I saw was a 3-arch bridge,

the centre arch of 24 feet, and 2 side arches of 8 feet each, and cost about
Rupees 1,200.

9. The mode of construction may appear less substantial than is desirable in a
masonry bridge, but those which were properly built were found to stand the last

inundation admirably, and chunam is so costly as greatly to restrict its use where
it would be otherwise well to have it. I have found bridges built in the manner .

described, and merely pointed with chunam, perfectly sound, though they were
known to have been built more than 80 years ago.

10. All these roads and bridges have been made by such artificers and work-
men as could be found in Upper Scinde, without aid from any European, except

Major Jacob, or any native trained in an European office.

11. Major Jacob was, of course, not able to do much in the way of personally

laying out the work for them.

12. In the case of the roads, he merely gave the names of the villages the

roads were to skirt.

13. The country is a dead level; in parts the view is much impeded by heavy
jungle and sand hills, and no really correct survey of it exists.

14. In order to get the right line, the contractor, on a calm day, had a large

fire lit at the spot to be reached, and keeping his eye fixed on the column of

smoke, made his way through the densest jungle, marking trees as he went ; he
thus got a straight path marked and then cleared, which he afterwards widened
to the necessary extent, and lined out with boles and cords, and the result is a
road almost as direct as could be laid out by the best surveyor.

15. The bridges were drawn on paper in a manner intelligible to the workmen,
and the dimensions were given. The contractors had never seen large bridges

with serai-circular arches, and at first doubted whether such arches would stand,

and even now that they have built several of large span, in excellent style, they
are only beginning to feel sure of the stability of that kind of arch as compared
with their own pointed arches. No particular pains were found necessary to

teach the workmen, except showing them how, with a line to the centre, to lav

the bricks of the arch true—a matter to which they attend but little in building
their own pointed arches.

16. All the work, both of bridges and roads, is done by contract, and the
estimates are framed by putting up the work to competition. Major Jacob sends
round a notice and assembles persons willing to contract ; he then thoroughly
explains the work required, showing, when necessary, a written description or
drawing of the work ; when satisfied it is understood, he invites offers—the

lowest offer from a good workman gives the estimate, and when such estimate

has been sanctioned by Government, the contractor is then ready to take it up.

17. No failure has yet occurred, though some of the works are very heavv.

The work has, as far as I have seen, been well, cheaply, and quickly done—some
of the largest and best contractors cannot read or write. I, of course, do not
mention this as a recommendation, but to show the disadvantages under which
the work was undertaken, and also to show how a trustworthy and competent
officer, who has been allowed a given sum to do a given work, can, in spite of
many drawbacks, make shift to get that work well done, if permitted to use, as
he best can, the appliances he finds at hand, when he would be unable to do
anything, if obliged to send in voluminous returns, and furnish all the usual
paper checks on such expenditure.

18. A glance at the map will show the importance of these roads, both in a
commercial and military point of view.
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15th July, 1853. 19- To the \illag'e3 and small towns there can, of course, be but one opinion

as to the value of good uninteiTupted cart communication with places like

Shikarpoor, Sukkur, Jacobabad, and Larkana, to which marts the benefit of easy

access from the principal sources of supply for agricultural produce is, of course,

reciprocal.

20. To more extended commerce the lines are, as far as they go, equally

useful. Even on the fi'ontier road, which was cleared for purely military purposes,

I met droves of buUocks from the famous breeding land on the Narra, near

Bagh, in Cutchee, bound to Mooltan and Lahore—the more direct road through

the Murree Hills being too insecure for commercial traffic. There were also

caffilas, from Kurrachee, carrying piece goods, and from Candahar, with

Aftghan produce, going to Assnee, Mittenkote, Dherajat, and Mooltan. The
* bullocks from Cutchee come annually in large droves, and used, I am told, till

these roads were opened, to take the very circuitous route via Shikarpoor,

across the river at Sukkur, and through Bhawulpoor to Mooltan and Lahore.

21. The uses of the roads in a military point of view need not be described in

detail. The frontier road and its offsets is, of course, an integral and essential

part of the arrangements to which this frontier owes the first six years of perfect

security from plimder which it has enjoyed within the memory of man.
22. Troops and the heaviest guns can now move from Shikarpoor at all

seasons, and without previous preparation on the line towards the frontier road,

by which they may, as required, reach Kurrachee or the Bolan, or go towards

Kusmore and Mittenkote.

23. Of the effects of these roads in promoting cart traffic there has been

hardly time to judge, and there is only one place at which there exist the

materials for making a comparison ; this is at Sultan-ke-Gote, on the road from
Shikarpoor to Jacobabad, where, since April, 1851, traffic returns have been

kept by the police, and give the following result :

—

NUMBEE OF CARTS PASSING.
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SIoNins.
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istii July, 1853. rude expedient for getting what is absolutely necessary executed in due time
;

but it is not desirable to employ it on comparatively new works, like these roads

;

for though the cultivators are now bound annually to clear the roads through

their own lands, when called on, the work is less extensive and systematic than

it would be in the case of these new roads, and the labor falls very heavy on those

portions of the country where the population is thin, and tends to keep people

who would otherwise settle, from coming to a spot where they would be liable to

such service.

29. To Government and its revenue the roads would be annually worth more

than Rupees 18^ per mile; and it is, therefore, I think, a profitable application

of money for Government to take the expense on itself.

30. If necessary, however, a portion of the whole amount of actual annual

expense might be assessed on the districts at large which benefit by the road,

and such sum might be collected along with the ordinary revenue demands as a

commutation of statute labor on roads.

31. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Major Jacob, of

Paras. 3 to 9 of No. 81, which an extract is enclosed. It contains some very striking
dated 12th AprO. facts relative to the value of roads in Scinde generally,

and especially of good land communication between Upper Scinde and Kurrachee.

32. The road from Shikarpoor to Larkana, sanctioned by Government

No. 3,659, of the 30th letter as per margin, will, I hope, be completed by the
September, 1852. time the canals fill ; and I would suggest that, for the year

1853-54, the Collector of Upper Scinde be authorized to spend a further sum of

Rupees 10,000 in extending that road from Larkana southwards towards Sehwan,

along a line which has been selected and estimated for by Major Jacob.

33. I would recommend that on the principle recognised in the same letter,

the Collector of Kurrachee be authorized to expend Rupees 10,000 in opening a

road from Sehwan northwards along the same line, to meet that from Larkana.

The sum will, of course, suffice for only a poi'tion of the distance (from Larkana

to Sehwan, 94 miles), and the intervening space may be connected by similar

grants in future years.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 28th April, 1853.

No. 2,151 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

3otii .June, 185.3. To H. B. E. Frere, Esq., Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge your letter. No. 149, dated 28th April last,

reporting the formation of roads on the Frontier, and in different parts of

Upper Scinde.

2. It is a clear and valuable report, as showing the length, direction, cost, and

method of construction of the roads, which have been completed in the year 1851

and 1852.

3. Government are under deep obligations to Major Jacob for the untiring

energy and judgment with which he has prosecuted these improvements, without

professional assistance of any kind, and at a very moderate cost.

4. The roads which have been finished under the superintendence of this

officer would seem well suited to the nature of the country through which they

pass, and to the present state of the province ; the greater part of which can be

traversed by carts at any period of the year, provided bridges be made where

required, and the lines cleared and raised if necessary.

5. The Governor in Council sanctions for the repair of the bridges and roads

already completed the sum of Rupees (8,830) eight thousand eight hundred and

thirty, applied for by Major Jacob. His Lordship, at the same time, fully

approves of that officer's suggestion, to execute the repairs on the contract
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system, which, under his vigilant supervision, has heen so advantageously applied isth July, i853.

to the construction of bridges and roads in the first instance.

6. Government do not, however, consider it necessarj^ to make the above grant

an annual charge, both because the practice is nowhere else in force, and because

it is impossible to foresee what may be the cost of these repairs in future years.

7. Estimates for repairs should be submitted annually, as is done elsewhere.

8. The Governor in Council concurs with you in your condemnation of the

system of statute labor, and in your desire to see it abolished. His Lordship

would, however, -tvish for a more full exposition of your views on the alternative

referred to in your 30th paragraph, before coming to a decision.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. G. LUMSDEN,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, SOth June, 1853.

(True copies.)

(Signed)
_

W. ELLIS,
Assistant-Commissioner.

[Copy.]

No. 267 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland, i9th July, issa.

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. Dated 19th July, 1853.

My Lord,
With reference to Mr. Secretary Lumsden's letter, as per margin, I have the

No 1884 of 6th June honor to Submit extracts from communications received

1853, declining to sanction from Major Jacob, Political Superintendent on the

fnYrease^'tT'thrScai Frontier, with the expression of a hope that your Lordship
EstabUshment at Jacob- in Council will reconsidcr the decision conveyed in Govern-
*
No. 149, dated 6th July, mcnt letter ahove referred to, and allow the degi'ee of

1853, from the Political assistance recommended bv the Medical Board in the last
Superintendent; and Is o. 3, ir.i-i. .T • i ^

dated the 6th July, 1853, paragraph 01 their letter therein enclosed.
from the Medical Officer in

charge of the Dispensarj', . t i o o
Jacobabad. 1 have, &C., &C.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, IQth July, 1853.

Commissioner,

No. 2,964 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

To H. B, E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. 8th September, i853.

Sir,

In reply to your letter. No. 267, dated IQth July last, the Right Hon.
the Governor in Council has desired me to transmit to you an Extract

(paragraphs 1 and 2) of a Report by the Medical Board, dated the 18th ultimo,

and to refer you to the decision cummunicated to you under date the 6th June
last.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) A. RICHARDSON,
Deputy Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 8th September, 1853.

K
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8th September, 1853. EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 1 and 2 of a Report by the Medical Board,

dated the 18th August, 1853.

1st. The Medical Board, even with the explanation of the almost inconceivable

blunder into which Assistant-Surgeon Cruickshank has fallen, as to the numbers
in daily attendance at the Dispensary, Jacobabad, and with the correct returns

now given, do not consider that more is required than they have already

recommended.
2nd. In reviewing and reporting on all such matters the Board may state,

that they use their best endeavours to be just ; and a re-examination and
re-consideration of the correspondence connected with the Dispensary at

Jacobabad, ab origins, have failed to indicate to them that, with the information

before them, any of their inferences have not been altogether just, although the

contrary has been stated in paragraph 4 of Major Jacob's letter. No. 149, of

which extracts have been transmitted.

(True extract.)

(Signed) A. RICHARDSON,
Deputy Secretary to Government.

No. 2,712 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier,

Jacobabad, in reference to his letter, No. 149, dated 6th July last.

(Signed) • H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 2\st September, 1853.

[Copies.]

No. 1,825 of 1853.

25tii April, 1853. From H. E. GoLDSMiD, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B. E.

Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 25th April, 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Hon. the Governor in Council to acknowledge

the receipt of your letters, Nos. 72 and 78, dated the 2nd and 10th ultimo.

2. From these letters it appears that a larger body of police was formerly

employed than now, under Major Jacob, Political Superintendent and
Commandant on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, and that the employment of the

horse in Boordicka has rendered many of the former police available for duty

elsewhere.

3. Before coming to a decision on the subject of your application, his Lordship

in Council is desirous of being furnished with a report, showing the number of

police thus rendered available, their former duty, and present employment, and

cost, accompanied by all further particulars requisite to enable Government to

decide, whether they could with advantage have been retained for frontier duties

in lieu of some of the newly employed horse ; or, if unfit for that duty, whether,

or no, their discharge might have been a set ofi' against the new expenditure.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. E. GOLDSMID,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 25th April, 1853.
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No. 230 of 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Falkland, 29th June. i853.

Governor and Pi-esident in Council, Bomba)^ Dated 29th June, 1853.

My Loud,
In reply to Mr. Secretary Goldsmid's letter, as per margin, I have the honor

No 1 825 of the 25th *<> submit the following remarks, on the subject of the police

AprU, 1853,' requesting in- on tlic frontier districts of Upper Scinde, especially those

R Poll"' beforraedcun!. recently resumed from Ali Morad.
whether they can, with 2. To make my remarks clearer, I have annexed a rough
a van age, e rt ame

sketch, showing the position aiid extent of the resumed and
frontier districts.

3. Major Jacob has pointed out that the number of policemen now employed*

Mounted Eeoulaes. ^^^^^' 1"™ ^^ less than formerly. To explain this.

Police Sowars. it is ncccssary to bear in mind that a large force of

1 Jemadar 30 ""o^' police was formerly employed on the North-West
4Dufledars 100 Frontier line from Kumber to Kusmore. I find

54 Sowa?s'irresuiarrV.V"V".V" 1,080 that, at the beginning of 1847, the police so
15 Jekranees Sowars, at Rs. 15 225 employed (cxclusive of Khyhecrees employed

K^fid fill l(L OC/U' iZ/Sm ^ ^-^ ii/^*\ 1 '

2 Jemadars at Rs. 20 40 altogether beyoud the trontier) was as shown m
16 Sowars at lis. 20 320 ^j^g margin ; and 30 rural police, and 30 moimted,

Rurais. and 50 Chandia sowars, costing in all Rupees 1,650

6Ha'^udars'atRs!'i"2""!!!!!."."! 72 P®^ meuscm, sccm to havo been the usual strength

I Naique 10 of the police on that frontier, to a much later
80 Privates at Rs. 8 UP

^^j..^^^^ ^^j ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ gradually with-
Total Rupees 2,604 8 drawn, and there are now none of them on the

frontier, or in the Boordicka district.

4. They were not all withdrawn at once, and consequently it is not possible to

say exactly how they have been disposed of. The distribution of the police is,

necessarily, subject to continual variation, as occasion requires, and as the number
of men at head quarters admits of weak posts being strengthened.

5. Some of the Shikarpoor police have, for some time past, been employed in

guarding Tannas which pi'operly belong to the Kurrachee police, but of which

the Kurrachee corps were too weak to take charge.

6. On the late resumption of territory from His Highness Meer Ali Morad,
it became necessary to pronde for the protection of the resumed districts. The
posts in Boordicka—the district more immediately in question—were at first

occupied by men of the Shikarpoor police ; but, as they were w^anted elsewhere,

and I ])roposed to entrust the charge of the district to Major Jacob, the Shikar-

poor police were withdrawTi, and I concurred in a suggestion of Major Jacob's

to entrust the police duties of the disti'ict to a body of 100 Belooche Horse,

similar to the Jekranee Horse, who have been found for many duties quite as

efficient and less costly than the regular sowars of the mounted police.f

7. This body now forms the police force of the districts under Major Jacob's

charge. It is most efficient, and not, I think, by any means too large, when it is

considered that the country is a most wild and lawless one, and of gi'eat extent

;

that there is no such thing as a village police, and that the kardars and district

officers have no police peons. These 100 men, in fact, do the work which in

India would employ a small army of village chowkeedars and havildars, with a

large number of police peons, sebundecs, &c.

8. The police duties in the other resumed districts, which were not placed

under Major Jacob's charge, were entrusted to the men of the Shikarpoor

Rupees.
* 4 Jemadars, at Rupees 25 each 100

100 Sowars, at Rupees 15 each 1,500

Total, 104 men Rs. 1,600

f The pay of a Jekranee Sowar is Rupees 15 per mensem ; that of a regular Police Sowar,
Rupees 20.
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29tii June, 1853. ^t ^ c

'

t. policG. It was, of coufse, impossible thatNew Lew Shikakpoor Police. ^, ,,p , ^ ^ i ^ i

Rs. such an extent oi country snouid have been

i?f™'''|" -v-i;""- ; ?„ occupied by the same force which had been
2 Uuiftdars, at Rs. 20 each ^^

i i- -i i i /v. •

51 Sowars, at Rs. 15 each 765 betore Considered as no more than sumcient

2 Jemadars, at Rf2feadr.:!: 50 ^^ the old districts of ShikarpOOr : COn-

2 Duffedars, at Rs. 20 each 40 sequcntly, additional men were entertained
27 Sowars, at Rs. ^^^p-^- 405 ^^ ^j^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ -^ ^j^^ margin. Their
61 Privates, at Rs. 8 each ...^ 488 number and pay was fixed at the lowest

50 MoL^edRegXr 'Mice," atTs.'2o 'each 1,000 amount which Captain Marston, Captain of—— Police, and Captain Stanley, his Lieutenant,

considered safe, and on the express under-

standing that no detachments or outposts of regular troops were to be required.

9« Had not this been done, there must of necessity have been several such
outposts, which would have harassed the troops, and been in many ways
expensive ; and it would have been impossible to have withdrawn the Regiment
of Native Infantry from Sukkur, as was done immediately afterwards.

10. I trust I have now shown the reasonableness of the apparent large increase

in the police force in Upper Scinde. I have no doubt but that, if peace continues

in the neighbouring states, I shall be able to make considerable reductions in

the expenditure under this head ; but they must be made cautiously, and on full

consideration of the probable demands on a force which ought never to be
reduced so low as to make the speedy assemblage of a respectable body of well-

trained men a matter of difficulty.

11. It is not possible now to go into much detail as to the mode in which
reduction may be effected. I think much may be done by reducing the number
of posts, and perhaps more by employing camel sowars and Belooche horsemen on
Rupees 15, instead of the more expensive Hindustanee sowars. But I must beg
your Lordship in Coimcil to leave me some discretion as to the time and mode
of making reductions, which, if precipitately ordered on insufficient information,

may' be productive of much mischief in a country heretofore so little known to

the officers who have lived longest in Upper Scinde, and containing many
elements of disquiet.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 29th June, 1853.

No. 3,663 of 1853.

irth Au.Kvist, 1853. From A. Malet, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B. E.

Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 17th August, 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honble. the Governor in Council to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter. No. 230, of the 29th June last, reporting on the police

of the frontier districts of Upper Scinde, and especially of those recently resumed
from Meer Ali Morad.

2. In reply, I am desired to state, that this report will be submitted to the

Most Noble the Governor-General of India in Council, to enable that authority

to come to a decision regarding the police establishments for the frontier districts

;

meanwhile. His Lordship in Council, in leaving to your discretion the time and
mode of reducing the large expenditure incurred on this account, relies on your

neglecting no favourable opportunity to effect reductions.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

Bombay Casflc, Xlth August, 1853.
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No. 2,497 of 1853. 1st September, 1853.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
True Copies forwarded for the information and guidance of Major Jacob,

From Government, No. 1,825, of 15th April, 185.3. Political Superintendent on the Frontier, in
To ditto No. 230, of 29th June, 1853. reference to my endorsement, No. 585, of
From ditto No. 3,663, of 17th Aug., 1853. ,i i rviV- HT U 1 *
Regarding the PoUce of the Frontier Districts. tne lUtn Marcn last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, Ist September, 1853.

No. 169 of 1853.

Sir, 22nd .July, 1S5.S.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2,017, of the

l6th July, 1853, to my address, with accompanying copies of correspondence.

For the expressions therein regarding myself, I beg leive to return my grateful

thanks to yourself and to Government.
There is one point regarding the roads referred to, to which I most respectfully

beg leave again to call attention.

It is the question of their annual repairs. If the contract for repairing these

roads be made for one year only, it evidently becomes the advantage of the

contractor to execute the work as cheaply, that is, as badly as possible, just

keeping within the terms of his contract. In fact, the worse the work may be
done, the more the man will profit by it.

There must be a continual endeavour on the part of the contractor to conceal

defects instead of remedying them. In such extended works as these roads and
bridges, the means at our disposal do not admit of the continual and minute
surveillance necessary to guard against this, and the e\'il becomes most serious.

Besides this, even where the contractor behaves with perfect honesty, he cannot,

to advantage, lay out capital on the work for one year, as he could do were his

contract extended over a longer period.

On the other hand, where the contract has been entered into for a series of

years, it becomes the interest of the contractor to execute the repairs in the

strongest and most durable manner possible. This positively insures the work
being well done.

While not only will the work (quality being equal) be executed at considerably

less cost, but repairs must be much less frequently required, and the nuisance of

continually breaking up bridges, &c., avoided.

My estimate of the cost of keeping the roads in repair was made with the

understanding that the contract would be granted for not less than three years,

and it would be, I am of opinion, better to gi'ant it for five years.

I have no doubt about the matter—it appears to me as clear as the day ; and if

I could only explain it properly, I am certain that it would appear so to Govern-
ment.

I shall have no confidence in being able to get the work reallv well done with
a cimtract for one year only, and I therefore earnestly re(iuest that I may be
allowed to make the contract for five, or, at least, thi'ee years certain, at the rate

now sanctioned.

The (;()ntractor will, of course, give good security, so that there will be no risk

of failure.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that, in consequence of the repairs re(]uired to

the roads and bridges having greatly incifeased since the date of my former letter

on the subject (4th March, 1853), and also a rise in the price of labor, I find

that I am unable to obtain a contractor to undertake the repairs to the roads

9tli August, I85.i.



126 KECORDS OF THE

9th Aug:ust, 1853. mentioned in the return which accompanied my letter above-mentioned, and since

sanctioned by Government, namely Kupees 8,830.

The lowest bid offered for the contract is Eupees (4010) four thousand and

ten for the frontier road from Kumber to Kusmore, and (8800) eight thousand

eight hundred for the others, or Eupees (12,810) twelve thousand eight hundred

and ten for the whole. Further delay wiU, of course, only cause an increase of

cost, and as the work is of such an important and necessary nature, perhaps you

will think it advisable to authorize me to enter into a contract at once, at the

rate above mentioned.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

loth August. 1853. Sir,

I have the honor to report that the Indus has carried away the whole town

of Kusmore.
No lives were lost.

The main stream of the river now runs over the site of the town, and its bank

is within 300 yards of the lines of the detachment of Scinde Irregular Horse,

which it is still gradually approaching.

These lines also may be expected to be carried away.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

27th August, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that import and export duties are

still levied, by order of the Collector of Shikarpoor, on all goods passing in and

out of the country lately ceded from His Highness Meer Ali Morad.

This proceeding is attended with much inconvenience, and its effects are most

injurious ; while it appears to be directly contrary to the instructions contained

in your notification of the 7th August, 1852, and your letter, No. 1,944, of the

same date, to my address, which, in accordance with your instructions, I caused

to be published at the time as widely as possible throughout the British and

foreign territory within my reach.

OfficiatingI have the honor to forward herewith

Collector of Shikarpoor, on this subject.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

a letter, received from the

have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

.iist August, 1853. Sir,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that no reply has been received to

my letter. No. 97, of the 7th May,' 1853, to your address, applying for the grant

by Government of the usual allowance of head money for the medical charge of

the Belooche Guides attached to the Scinde Irregular Horse.

These men require and receive the same medical attendance as any other

soldiers when sick or wounded, and the grant of the allowance appears just.

I have, therefore, the honor to request that the attention of Government may
be again called to the matter.

The allowance for the medical charge of the policemen has been sanctioned as

a civil charge, but the Military Auditor-General has, as already reported, refused

that for the Guides, who are paid in the Military Department.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) , JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, Pohtical Superintendent on the

Scinde Division Army, Kurrachee. Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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Sir, I Oth SeptfcuibiT. 1 853.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,091, of

the 7th September, 1853, to my address, mth accompaniments.

With reference to their subject, I beg leave respectfully to point out that some
misunderstanding appears to exist as to my opinion of the necessity, or gi-eat

advantage of having a train of Mountain Artillery attached to the force serving

on this frontier.

In my opinion no Artillery at all is required here under ordinary circumstances.

We can do everything that is required perfectly well without it.

But the Military Board having determined that a Mountain Battery should

be kept in Upper Scinde, and posted at Shikai'poor, I recommended, when the

matter was referred to me among other things for opinion, that, if the Mountain
Train were to fonn part of the force in Upper Scinde at all, it should be posted

at Jacobabad ; as, if ever required at all, it must be for service in the hills

beyond the border.

My opinion was afterwards called for as to the best organization and
establishment for such a battery to be attached to the border force ; I accordingly

detailed what I thought (m this subject, with reference to the ordnance M'hich I

was informed was available for service already in the arsenals in Scinde, in my
letter to the Secretary of the Military Board, referred to in the Quartermaster-

General's letter.

I am still of opinion that the nature of ordnance, equipment, &c., &c.,

therein mentioned, would be found to be the best for the purpose—that is, for

full efficiency in every way for service in this country, under a great variety of

circumstances, independent of all other artillery. For instance, a round-shot

from a 3-pounder is a formidable missile even at a range of 2,000 yards, and I

have seen many men and horses killed at such distances by such shot ; while a

verv respectable vertical fire can be maintained fi'om 5^-inch mortars, of which

a man can carry one on his shoulder.

Supposing the battery to be kept complete with men, cattle, &c., ready

for use, the cost saved by the silidar system, proposed by me, would be

enormous, and would far more than cover all the extra expenses of the proposed

establishment

.

The objections mentioned in the letter from the Quarteraiastcr- General's

letter above referred to, were considered by me ; but I think that they would

be found whoUv to disappear in practice, or that they would be more than met
bv superior advantages. The advantage of being entirely independent of

Commissariat arrangements, and all the endless troubles regarding supplies,

carriage, &c., which appear inseparable from the Regular troops—that is, from

the troops armed, clothed, fed, supplied with the tents, &c., directly by the state,

is overpowering in anything resembling partisan warfare, with which alone we
are at present concerned.

But whatever mv opinion as to the best organization, &c., of a battery for this

frontier service (the only service on which artillery in time of general peace can

be required at all in Upper Scinde), it is certain that the battery proposed by
His Lordship the Commander-in-Chief, as mentioned by the Quartermaster-

General (six 4| howitzers), would be a very excellent and efficient one, and
would prove more than equal, in all probability, to all that could ever be required

of it.

In the remarks as to draught, cattle, &c., &c., in the Quartermaster-General's

letter, I do entirely concur.

I have a strong opinion that such a battery, so equipped, would be the only

artillery required in Upper Scinde, and (unless it were to be formed as a silidar

troop of Horse Artillcr}') it might as well be posted at Shikarpoor as at

Jacobabad, therebv saving the cost of new lines, gun-sheds, &c. I would not,

therefore, recommend such a battery being added to the force in Upper Scinde,

but that the field battery now at Shikarpoor be replaced by the one proposed,

whether this be posted at Shikarpoor or immediately on the frontier. The
ordinary establishment allowed for a field batteiy, with a company of artillery

attached, would suffice for this. The guns, of course, as also the ammunition,

to be mounted on the ordinary light field carriages of such pieces, with wheels

4|^ feet in diameter. The number of horses in draught to be four for each

carriage, with one-fourth spare.
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KItll September, 1853. One hundred and fifteen camels (inclusive of spare animals), with pack
saddles, and one driver to two camels, also to be attached for the conveyance of
the whole battery when required.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.
To the Assistant Quartermaster-General,

Scinde Division Ai'my, Km'rachee.
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EXTRENCHDsG TOOLS, &c., TO BE CARRIED ^\1TH THE BATTERY.

Axes, felling, with handles

Axes, pick

Blocks, single of size, for 2 inch rope

Ditto, double
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24th^eptember,i853. at Kahun, -nTitten to Mahomed Ameen, brother of the Wuzzeer, Mahomed
Hussan, and Governor of Cutchee.

In this letter, the Peer writes that the Murrees had plundered Treehur, Mull,

&c., &c., according to Mahomed Hussan's wishes, but that they feared matters

were going too far, and becoming dangerous ; they wished to know what arrange-

ments Mahomed Hussan was making with the Sircar; that the Sircar was

getting angry, &c.

You will perceive that this positively confirms, and exactly agi*ees with that

which was formerly reported regarding the attack on Poolajee, &c., and, in my
opinion, it is absolutely necessary that such an anomalous state of things be put a

stop to, before any commercial arrangements likely to be permanently beneficial

can be effected.

I am con\dnced that satisfactory arrangements with the Khan of Kelat, and the

chiefs subordinate to his rule, will be best efi^ected by a personal conference between

yourself and the Khan, or by your directing me to meet His Highness, to arrange

matters personally.

This interview is, in my opinion, necessary to give the Khan confidence to

enable him to free himself fi-om the counsels of traitors, and to confirm his

authority over his subordinate chiefs.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

29tli September, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to point out that it appears desirable that the Commissioner
in the Punjaub be requested to direct that all native policemen, Belooche horse,

or other armed men of the country, employed at Rojaun, and elsewhere near this

frontier, be pro^ided, each man, with a note, describing the individual by name,

and stating that he is permitted to bear arms.

Men without such notes will be liable to be apprehended by my patrols.

All men of the descriptions above mentioned, employed by me on this frontier,

are provided with notes signed by me, and the arrangement is found to be essential

to good order.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

1st October, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2,790, of the

27th September, 1853, to my address, with accompaniments, and with reference

to their subject to state that I shall be happy to undertake the construction and
repair of the undennentioned roads, in addition to those now under my charge.

From Khyree Ke Ghurree to Larkana.

„ „ „ „ Shikarpoor.

I think that the estimate of the road from Kotree to Sehwan had better be

prepared by some one in that part of the country, whose calculations would be

more likely to prove correct than mine, made at a distance; otherwise I need not,

I am sure, say that you may command my poor services to the utmost of my
ability.

The construction and repair of the roads north of Larkana wall, I think, be as

much as I can well undertake to perform etficiently, in addition to the works of

canals, &c., in progress, under my charge.

AVith regard to the bridges, those built without lime cement stand tolerably

well when the arch joints are correctly drawn to a centre, and where the bricks

are rubbed and carefully laid so as to fit with very little mud between them. But
whenever lime may be procurable at a reasonable cost, it would be far better to
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build the bridges with lime mortar throughout, and this would ultimately prove ist October,

the more economical plan of construction.

I am convinced that the best method of constructing and maintaining all the

roads, &c., would be to enter into contracts (with good security) for their con-

struction and maintenance in good repair for a period of, say, (5) five years.

The interest of the contractor would then be to make the work as perfect as

possible in the first instance ; and labor, and cost of efficient superintendence,

would be reduced to its lowest possible amount.

I would, if you wished me to do so, undertake the construction of the road

from Larkana to Sehwan, in the manner above mentioned ; but I should like to

have the great works of the Begaree and Noorwah Canals finished before under-

taking any new one south of Larkana.

The establishment of two Mistries and two Peons, mentioned as having been
entertained by me in my letter. No. 196, of the 18th August last, is absolutely

necessary, to enable me to superintend works now on hand ; and I shall be
obliged by your obtaining this as a regular monthly charge.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

185:5.

Sir,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that a portion of the road between
Jacobabad and Shikarpoor is flooded during high inundations of the Indus, so as

to be impassable for wheel carriages.

The low piece of road liable to be thus submerged lies between Sooltan-kc-

Gote and Shikarpooi", and is 3,400 yards, or about two miles, in length.

In the lowest part, to keep it above the highest flood, it would be required to

be raised five feet.

The average height of the embankment throughout would be three feet. Its

average breadth, if made with a slope equal to the height, will be 51 feet,

giving the cubic contents of the whole 1,560,600 feet, which, at 500 feet per

rupee, can be thro^\Ti up at a cost of 3, 1 2 1 rupees.

Through the embankment it wiU be necessary to construct 15 brick

arches, of 12 feet span each. These must be built with lime mortar, and will

cost 440 rupees each, making a total for the bridges of Rupees 6,600. Total

cost of the proposed embankment, 9j721 rupees.

I have ascertained that I can get a contractor to undertake the work for the

amount thus estimated, and if you approve of the undertaking, I have the honor
to request that it may be sanctioned.

3rd October, 18.').'?.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER from Lord ]\Ielville, dated Jullunder, 28th 28thNoveiiib^r, is.-;;).

November, 1853.

My Dear Jacob,

I yesterday received the copy of the Record of the Services of the Scinde
Ilorsc, which you have been so good as to send mc. It is an honorable

testimony to the good services your Regiments have rendered ; and in skimming
over the book, which is all that I have had time to do as yet, I find my name
introduced in connection witli the services of the Regiment, which recalls circum-

stances of a congratulatory nature, from the confidence I felt in your Regiments,
and the admirable manner in which they always performed their duty.

The organization and equipment of the Scinde Horse may be said to have
introduced a new era in the organization of Irregular Cavalry ; for, in imitation

of your system, the grotesque appearance which the Irregular Regiments
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28th November, 1853. presented in this Presidency, armed with their spears and matchlocks, is

gradually yielding to the new armament and system which you were the first to

introduce.

The officers, however, still wear the native dress, instead of the European

uniform, which your officers wear. How time passes on ! Think of its being

six years since I was at Khanghur. *****
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) MELVILLE.

12tli October, 1853. Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2,934, of

the 8th October, 1853, to my address, and with reference to its subject to inform

vou that I estimated the cost of the proposed work of raising a portion of the

road between Jacobabad and Shikarpoor in the same manner as I have estimated

(as I formerly informed you) the cost of the other works proposed by me in this

district.

I caused the nature and extent of the proposed work to be explained by

proclamation all over the country, and then invited tenders for its execution by

contract.

Having thus ascertained that the work could be executed for a certain sum,

and that no one giving good security would undertake it for a less amount, I

calculated the rates in my estimate forwarded for sanction, so as to meet the sum
required.

This I find to be the very best mode of obtaining fair work at fair cost, and I

have never yet been disappointed in the result.

The rates thus calculated cannot, it appears to me, be higher than is necessary.

With regard to the slope, the earth in this neighbourhood stands pretty well

at a slope whose base is equal to the height. But as regards the work in

question, the total average height being only 3 feet, while the proposed breadth

of the embankment at top is 45 feet, the slope might be made as great as thought

proper or found necessary, without much affecting the estimate. The average

breadth of 51 feet, proposed in my former letter, gives a slope whose base is

twice its height, and not equal to the height as there erroneously mentioned.

In authorizing me to execute such works as these, it is necessary that

something be left to my discretion. I will be responsible that the works

proposed be executed for the amount mentioned, that full value be received for

the public money expended, that the means allowed be not wasted, and that the

work answer the purpose intended. I will answer, in short, for the general

result, but I do not pretend to be able to conform always to the rates of the

Engineer Department, or to make estimates correct in minute detail.

The arches proposed to be constructed through the embankment are not to

form one bridge ; five of them will be over canals. The others it is intended to

construct in the spots where the water naturally runs with the greatest force

across the road, so that the flow may not be checked in its course to the

westward, where it will advantageously irrigate waste lands, instead of being

turned southward, to the injury of the country towards Shikarpoor.

It is intended that the bridges through the embankment be carried through

its whole breadth of 45 feet. Each arch will thus be a semicylindrical vault,

45 feet long and 12 feet wide.

The side walls to the spring of the vault being 6 feet high, the arches would

be 2 feet, and the side walls 4 feet thick.

I have the honor to annex a rough sketch of the proposed bridges through the

embankment.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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Sir,

I have the honor to return the accompanying original letter from the

Quartermaster-General, and, as directed, to forward a proposed establishment,

&c., for a Silidar troop of Horse ArtiUerv, with a battery of six 4^ Howitzers.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Assistant Quartermaster-General,

Scinde Division Army, Kurrachee.

15th October, 1853.

[Copy].

No. 1,339 of 1853.

Head Quarters, Poonah, 3rd October, 1853.

3rd October, 1853.

Sir,

In reference to your letter of the 2 1st ultimo. No. 1,155, with enclosures, I

am instructed by the Commander-in-Chief to request you will have the goodness

to call on Major Jacob to furnish a statement in detail of the establishment and
equipment he would recommend for a battery of 6g* Howitzers, formed, as he
suggests, as a " Silidar troop," with tlie estimated cost of pay for men and
followers.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) HOLLAND, Lieut.-Colonel,

To the General Officer Quartermaster-General.

Commanding Scinde Division Army,
Kurrachee.

ESTABLISHMENT, &c., for a troop of Silidar Horse Artillery, proposed to

be added to, and to form part of, the Scinde Irregular Horse. The battery

to consist of six 4| Howitzers.

Rank or Designation.
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3rd October, 1853.

6 Howitzers

6 Aramiuiition carriages

3 Store carts

Spare

Total
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Names of Stores. No.

.3rd October, 1853.

Compasses, plain brass pairs

Cartridges, filled, serge gun, 4|ths
"(

Howitzer (8 oz.) J

„ priming, 1 11). each

,, burster, 4|ths conunon shell

„ shrapnell, 12 pairs

Cork-screws ,

Crows, iron

Drag-ropes, gun, light ordnance ... pairs

Drifts, gun
Funnels, copper, small

Fuzes, filled, common, 4|ths

„ shrapnell

Glasses, spying, 3 feet

Hammers, claw, strong

„ wrench

„ sledge

Handspikes, purchasuig
Hatchets, hand
Hoes, Europe, with helves

Keirs, grease filled

Kit" II

Knives, laboratorj-

Linch-pins, spai'e

Line, seizing, skeins

Linstocks ,

Locks, pad, brass

Mallets, fuze

„ large

Match cotton, pieces of 1 yds
Measures, copper 8 oz.

Needles, sewing
Oakum !l)s

Orcbiance, brass, 4|ths Howitzer
Paper, cartridge, camion or jjortfire, )

quires |

Powder, gun, fine, 50 lbs., packed in \
cartridges of 8 oz. each J

Pouches, cannon

„ priming
Rasps
Rope, Europe, 2-inch coil;

„ „ ratline, for lashing ... „
Scales, tangent

}

„ weighing, with weights up to

4 lbs sets

Scissors, laboratory pairs

Shells, common, prepared for service, 1

4tth8 J

„ shrapnell, 12 pounder, ditto, dittol

Shot, case
]

Spikes, gun, jagged

„ „ spring

Sponges, complete, 4|ths Howitzer
Sticks, portfire

Tarpaulins, ammunition

„ „ gun and limber
Tompions, with collars

Tools, carj)enters', Europe, very com- "|

plete sets, in chests j

„ smiths', ditto, ditto, ditto

Twine, Europe, balls

Vices, fuze

,, hand
Washers, axletree, spare

Wax cloth yds
Wires, priming
Wrenches, fuze, brass

12

1,008

84
504
336
12

21

21

6

12

1,008

504
3

15

15

6

24

30
30
21

24

12

24
48
6

84
12

15

192

12

144

56

6

6

84
8

12

3

1

6

12

3

12

504

336
168
12

12

18

12

15

6

6

3

3

6

12

12

15

144

18

12

Kcmarks.
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grd October, 1853. AMMUNITION allowed annually for exercise and practice.

Exercise.

400 rounds per gun, or

Cartridges, serge gun, filled 4? ths Howitzer (8 oz. each) 2,400

Cartridges, priming, 1 lb. . . . . . 300
Match cotton . . . . . .lbs. 30

Portfires 240

For Practice.

240 rounds per gun, or

Cartridges, serge gun, filled (8 oz.)

J)

5>

priming, 1 lb.

lbs

burster, filled 4g ths common shell

,, „ „ shrapnell

Fuze, common 4gths.

,, shrapnell 12-pounder

Match cotton

Portfires

Shot case

Shells, common, fixed to bottoms

Shells, shrapnell

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

1,440

144

800
400

2,400

1,200

20
144

360
720
360

V.nh October, 1853. gjjf

I have the honor to report that, having information of the assembly at Tooba

(a spot in the hills near Tullar) of a large body of the Murree tribe, for the

purpose of plundering in the Mitten-kote district, I sent a squadron of the

Scinde Irregular Horse to Ooch, and put other parties in motion, in various

directions, to endeavour to fall in with the marauders on their march ; hearing

of which proceedings, the Murrees broke up and returned to Kahun.

Nothing of importance has occurred during the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

2rtb Octulier, 1853, SlR,

With reference to your memorandum. No. 1,220, of the 22nd October, 1853,

with accompaniments, I have the honor to report that the statements contained in

the petition of Ramzan Fukkeer appear to be totally false in almost every

particular.

The truth of the matter is as follows :

—

The late Russuldar Alladad Khan, when Sowar, accompanied Major Eldred

Pottinger to Herat, and, on his return, brought a wife with him whom he had

married at Candahar.

In the year 1846, a quarrel took place in the Russuldar's household, caused by

the present petitioner Ramzan, who had married a sister of the Russuldar's wife,

who then was living with the latter.

The matter ended by the petitioner Ramzan regularly divorcing the woman,

and receiving a considerable sum of money from the Russuldar.

The parties, on that occasion, appeared' before me, as magistrate at Hydrabad,

and the petitioner Ramzan stated that he had renounced all claim on the woman,

who was no longer his wife.

Some years after this, in 1847, the man Ramzan again renewed his claims on

the woman, and demanded money from the Russuldar. This being refused, he
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became violent, and committed an assault on the woman and other persons in the 27th October, 1853.

Russuldar's house at Jacobabad.

For this the man was tried by me, convicted, and sentenced to imprisonment.

The Russuldar was afterwards pensioned, and resided with his family at

Raneepoor, in the territory of Mcer Ali Morad. The man Ramzan again

renewed his claims on the Russuldar to His Highness the Meer.

Meer Ali Morad referred to me for information as to the circumstances of the

case, when I informed him that the man's claims were totally unfounded.

Some time ago, the pensioned Russuldar died, when the petitioner renewed his

claims on the estate before me. These claims were totally unfounded, but the

deceased not having, for some years past, resided in British territorj', having no

property therein, and no connection with the service in any way, I had nothing

to do with the matter.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir,

With reference to your letter, No. 3,090, of the 24th instant, I have the

honor to inform you that there seems little reason to doubt the authenticity of

the letter in question.

A copy of it was sent at once to the Khan of Kelat.

The Khan has now written to request that his Wukkeel, Moolah Ahmed, may
come to him with the original. I have given him leave accordingly, and he to-day

departed from Jacobabad en route to Kelat, to wait on His Highness the Khan.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

28th October, 1853.

[Copy.]

No. 317.

From P. Melvill, Esquire, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner for the Punjaub, 29th October, i8.w.

to the Commissioner in Scinde. Dated Lahore, 14th October, 1853.

JUDICIAL.

Sir,

I am directed by the Chief Commissioner to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter. No. 1,152, of the 4th instant, with enclosure, and in reply to inform you

that orders have this dav been issued to the Commissioner of Leia to grant

licenses, for carrying arms, to the Native Punjaub Police at Rojaun, and elsewhere

near the Scinde Frontier.

2. The Commissioner of Leia has been requested to inform Major Jacob when
the licenses have been granted.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) P. MELVILL, Secretary to the

Lahore, \^th October, 1853.

Chief Commissioner for the ' Punjaub.
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29tl. October, 1853. No. l,26l of 1853.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

True Copy forwarded to Major Jacob, C.B., with reference to his letter,

No. 232, of the 29th September last.

(Signed) H. B.E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 2'dth October, 1853.

P.S.—If the orders issued by the Chief Commissioner are not what the Political

Superintendent thinks required, I shall be glad to make further reference on the

subject to the Punjaub authorities.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE.

2ncl November, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report that, on the 28th October, a party of Murree

plunderers, about 300 in number, assembled behind the "Zeen" hill, with the

intention of making a border raid, but finding parties of the Scinde Irregular

Horse patrolling to Ooch and other places, they did not venture to leave the hills,

but falling suddenly on the Boogtees living peaceably at Sooree Kooshtuck, they

killed ten of their herdsmen, and carried off a considerable number of cattle,

returning immediately to Kahun with their plunder.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

November, 1853. Sir,

I have the honor to report that, during the past season, in this frontier

district, the inundation has been of full average height, or something above it.

The river, which for many years past has threatened to destroy the town of

Kusmore, lately threw its whole force against its right bank, in the neighbourhood

of that place. The town, with the ground on which it stood, has been completely

removed, and the site is now part of the main channel of the Indus.

No lives were lost, and a new town has been commenced at a distance of a mile

from the present bank of the river, westward.

The flow of water into the " Sind " hollow has been, this season, somewhat less

than it was last year. The minor canals north of the Begaree have received a

full average and seasonable supply, but a good deal of cotton land was overflowed

late in the season, and the plants were thereby so much injured that they will, I

fear, yield nothing.

All the canals leading from the Begaree have received an unusually large

supply of water this season, owing to the enlargement of that great feeder, and

the removal from its bed of aU the " morees " or dams near the mouths of the

minor canals.

The Noorwah, Soonewah, and Meerzawah, received last season the usual

annual clearing only, I not having been able to commence the enlargement of the

Noorwah before the past inundation commenced, or even to complete the grand

work of the Begaree Canal.

There is still great want of laborers, but both these works will, I trust, be

fully completed before the next inundation, while the effects which have already

followed the enlargement of the Begaree are most satisfactory and encouraging to

all parties.

A full report of these works I purpose making separately, and I think that the

report had better be postponed till the completion of the excavation, &c.

But I may mention here two instances in which the advantages of enlarging the

Begaree have even exceeded my expectations.

In former years, the water from the great " Sind," and other hollows north of

the Begaree, at high flood, broke completely across the channel of the canal.
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swept away its banks, and injuriously overflowed an extensive tract of low country November, 1853.

towards Shikarpoor.

In order to prevent this, I was, in making the new excavation, endeavouring to

strengthen the southern bank of the Begaree in that neighbourhood by every

means in my power ; but any provision of this kind appears to be now unnecessary

;

for the enlargement, and, above all, the clearance, by removing the dams of the

Begaree, has caused such an increased capacity for drainage in that channel that

the water was found to flow strongly into it both ways, from the south as well as

from the north side, and to be rapidly carried off to the westward.

The capacity of the Begaree Canal has been about doubled by the new excavation,

but it has been again at least doubled by the removal of the " morees " erected by

the Zemeendars at the mouth of the private canals leading from the main
channel.

The prejudice regarding these "morees," and the difiiculties I met with therefrom

in their removal, will be explained in my report on the work of the canal. It will

suffice to mention here that these prejudices were not confined to the natives, and
that they were so inveterate, that when they knew that I had positively

determined wholly to remove every particle of dam, several of the chief Zemeendars
on the south side of the Begaree refused or neglected to make the usual annual

clearance of their canals, leaving them totally untouched, and giving out that as

the removal of the "morees" would prevent their getting a drop of water, they would
do nothing to the canals, for every rupee expended on them would be wasted.

Such, however, proved to be the increased supply, owing to the free clearing

and opening of the main channel, that the water, even in these uncleared canals

leading from it, stood two feet higher than usual, and, in many instances, had to

be banked out of the fields.

Several of the most violently prej udiced Zemeendars, not holding land in the

district under my charge, or in any way subject to my authority, have voluntarily

come to me to confess their error, and their unreasonable opposition, and to return

thanks for the work accomplished.

The complete exposure of the fallacy of their strong prejudices in this instance

must, I think, be of gi-eat benefit generally among the country folk.

The effect, solely due to the greater height to which the water rose this year,

by reason of flowing freely in the main channel, has been sui-prisingly great.

Thus, the land supplied with water from the Begaree, cultivated last season in

excess of that of former years, amounts to more than eight thousand Beegahs,

while the decrease in the number of wheels employed amounts to three hundred
and thirty. Each wheel kept at work costs about one hundred and thirty rupees

per season, so that the saving to the cultivators on wheels alone has already

amounted to more than forty thousand rupees, leaving the increased cultivation

wholly out of consideration.

The completion of the work on the main feeder, from tail to mouth, the

enlargement of its chief branch, the Noorwah, and its prolongation far into the

desert, all of which will be, I trust, finished before next April, cannot but be

attended with the most happy effects on the revenue, and the people of the

country.

The return to Government for its outlay is certain, and must be very great,

but from the very nature of such works, time is absolutely necessary fully to

develope their beneficial effects.

It is especially so in this countrj^, where, up to the year 1 848, the few inhabitants

walked in fear and trembling, and were too much occupied with their own personal

danger to pay much attention to the tilling of the grovmd.

The great want in the countn' now is population. The district is comparatively

but very thinly peopled, while the inhabitants suffer much from fever in the eastern

part of it; and I take this opportunity of observing that it would be an undoubtedly

profitable proceeding, as well as most humane, if Government would sanction an

arrangement whereby some trifling medical aid could be afforded to the sufferers.

On the .3rd of July last, one and a quarter inches of rain fell at Jacobabad ;

the total fall since the 1st January, 1853, having been 1.66 inches.

The absence of rain in this district is a decided advantage, as regards the

health of the inhabitants, while it is certainly not injurious to the cultivation or

revenue.

Certain Zemeendars on the border, subjects of the Khan of Kelat, are, with
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Norember, 1853. my permission, making canals from both the Begaree and Noorwah, the former

to supply the lands near Kojaun, and the other leading into the heart of the desert,

ten miles north of Jacobabad. One half of the revenue of all lands so cultivated

beyond our frontier boundary comes to the British Government.
But to what extent these operations may affect the revenue cannot yet be

determined.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major
Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

fth November, 1853. SiR,

With reference to your memorandum, No. 1,261, of the 29th October, 1853,

I have the honor to point out that it would be well if orders were issued on the

Punjaub side, that no one bear anns anywhere near the Scinde Frontier, without

permission to do so, in writing, from the Commissioner or Deputy of the District.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Pohtical Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

snth November. 1853.

[Copies.]

No. 4,001 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.
To the Commissioner in Scinde.

Sir,

With reference to former proceedings, I am directed by the Eight Honorable

the Governor in Council, to transmit the accompanying extract paragraphs 18

and 21 of a despatch from the Honorable the Com-t of
No. 28, dated 27th July last. t^. ±\, i •

j. c 1.1, x i- i
•

Directors, on the subject oi the construction and improve-

ment of various roads in Scinde, and to request that you will have the goodness

to favor Government nnth any observations or suggestions which may occur to

you on the remarks of the Honorable Court.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) C. J. ERSKINE,
Bombay Castle, 30th November, 1853. Acting Secretary to Government.

roads through Scinde, and to the opinion of

Major Jacob as to the works particularly

required for remedying this defect.

19. We now leai'n that, of the various

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 18 and 21 of a Despatch from the Honorable

the Court of Directors (No. 28), dated the 27th July, 1853.

18. In our despatch referred to in the margin, we alluded to the obstacles to

42; also paras. 34 and 35 of letters dated
^''^^^ presented by the Want of gOod direct

27tli Jan., No. 51, and letters dated 12th May,
No. 48, and 25th August, No. 85, 1852.

Replying to paras. 9 and 13 of Court's

Revenue Despatch, dated 14th Jan., No. 1,

1852, respecting the encouragement of trade

through Scinde with central Asia, and reporting

the sanction given to the construction and works pointed out by Major Jacob, saiiction
improvement of various roads in Scinde. , , ^ . ..-ur i- r ir^ has been given to the lorniation oi roads from

Khanghur—a frontier town of great and increasing importance,—to Shikarpoor,

and to Larkana, at an expense of Rupees 4,555 and Rupees 6,400 respectively
;

and that you have sanctioned, in addition to the road from Kurrachee to Tatta

—

of which we have already expressed our approval—the clearance of a line

branching off from the above to Kotree, which will connect that place with both

the above-mentioned towns. You seemed also, after receiving the report of the

Military Board on the subject, disposed to entertain favorably the recommenda-

tion for forming a road reaching from Khyree Ke Ghurree, on the extreme verge of

the province on the Khandahar road, through Larkana and Sehwan to Kurrachee

;

but you postponed your decision until you should have been placed in possession
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of the opinion of the Commissioner. This line is of far more importance than sothNovtmiier, isss

any of tlie others pointed out by Major Jacob, with the object of promoting

commercial traffic through the province, and we hope to hear shortly that you
have seen fit to authorize the construction of the proposed road.

20. The formation of a tramway along the roatl from the camp to the mole of

Kurrachee, at an additional expense of Rupees 23,262, is likely greatly to

facilitate the conveyance of heavy goods. There seems reason to think that the

metalling of this road was unnecessary, as all the officers whose opinions have

been given, appear to agree in opinion that metalling the roads in Scinde is

undesirable, not only as being very expensive in the first instance in consequence

of the scarcity of material, but also from the difficulty of keeping the metal in

good order, on account of the want of rain to bind it. On this ground, the

suggestion that the roads generally should remain immetalled, and be furnished

only with bridges and with stone trams for the wheels of the carts to run on,

seems j udicious, at least as an experiment.

2 1 . The construction of a made road to connect Sukkur and Shikarpoor seems

to have been a work of urgent necessity, and we approve of the sanction you

gave to the formation of a line on the plan above referred to. The clearance of a

road between Kh}Tee Ke Ghurree to Kumbur, at an estimated cost of Rupees 4,850,

and the construction of bridges on the line Dilmorad to Meerpoor, at an expense

of Rupees 1,970, are stated to have been necessary for completing the communi-
cation between the different posts on the frontier ; and it is with much satisfaction

that we notice the following remarks recorded by Major Jacob in connection with

them :
—" The frontier lines are daily traversed throughout by the patrols of

Scinde Irregular Horse, and the efficiency of these roads is, consequently, a most
important part of the admirable system which has, since its institution on its

present footing, secured absolute peace and security to all within this previously

distracted and almost desert frontier. The consequent increase of population

and extension of cultivation is so great, that they repay manifold such expenses

as those now passed; and I have, therefore, no scruple to recommend them as

part of a system which directly tends to the improvement of the resources of

Government." With all the evidence before us as to the varied benefits to be

expected from the improvement of the communications in Scinde, we shall

cordially approve of your sanctioning any well-considered plans which may be
submitted to you for efifecting that desirable object.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. J. ERSKIXE,
Acting Secretary to Government.

No. 3,618 of 1853.

GENERAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, Political Superin-

tendent on the Frontier, with a request that he will favor the Commissioner
with any remarks which he may have to offer.

(Signed) H. ELLIS,
Assistant-Commissioner, in charge Scinde,

Kurrachee, Commissioners Office, 8th Deconber, 1853.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 3,443, of the
21st November, 1853, to my address, with accompanying copies of papers from
the Collector of Customs relative to which my opinicms and observations are

required.

In reply, I have the honor to observe that, in my opinion, it is highly
injudicious to meddle or interfere wuth the political or social state of the

inhabitants of Mekran at all.

Istly : Because we have no sort of right or title to justify such interference.

And Sndly : Because in respect to the benefiting of tin; trade, our best course is

evidently to endeavour to draw the commerce as much as possible to our own
port, Ktn-rachce, so that it would be a positive advantage if the port of Guadir
did not exist at all.

24th November, 1853.
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24th Noveml)er, 1853. As to the Khan of Kelat establishing a better control over the Sirdars near

the sea coast, such a thing is at present totally out of the question.

Numerous former letters of mine to the Commissioner have pointed out that

the whole of the territories of the Khan of Kelat are in almost a complete state of

anarchy ; treachery prevails in his councils, and civil war among his feudatory

chiefs.

My opinions regarding the propriety of endeavouring to remedy this state of

things, and the means to be employed for the purpose, have been repeatedly and
fully laid before the Commissioner and Government.

Wherefore, it appears unnecessary to enter on the subject here ; but it seems
to me that it would be unreasonable to call on the Khan of Kelat to exert his

influence in controlling the people beyond, or on the outskirts of his territory,

who owe him only a nominal and doubtful allegiance, while he himself is con-

tinually, and hitherto in vain, begging of the British Government to afford him
aid in reducing his subjects close at hand to obedience, and in restoring order

and good government to his territory, even where it is in close connection with

our own.

It appears to me that the state of afikirs commented on by the Collector of

Customs is not only nothing unusual, but is exactly what always must naturally

occur on the confines of barbarous and civilized nations.

To attempt to remedy it by interference on our part, would, it seems to me,
be productive of greater evils than now exist, while the anarchy and injustice

existing beyond our rule may be, and often is, a positive advantage to us, by the

contrast which it presents to the condition of a well-ordered state.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To H. Ellis, Esquire, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Assistant-Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

2nd December, 1853. SiR,

Ha\dng received information that the IMurrees had assembled in force at

Kahun, and that they were preparing their artillery to proceed with it to attack

the Boogtees at Gundooee, I proceeded on the 26th ultimo, with two squadrons

of Scinde Irregular Horse, to Ghoree-Naree, in the hope that if the mountaineers

should bring their artillery (the three Howitzers taken at Nufibosk in 1840) to

Gundooee, I might be enabled to intercept them and recover the guns.

Finding, however, that the Murrees have not yet left Kahun, and that nothing

can be effected at present, I have now returned to Jacobabad, but with the full

intention of again making the attempt above-mentioned, so soon as I may learn

for certain that the Murrees have moved out with the guns. They are now
engaged in endeavouring to prepare the Howitzer shells, &c., for use.

I am not inclined to neglect the smallest shadow of a chance of success in this

business ; for, in my opinion, the recovery of these guns would be a matter of great

importance to our reputation, and to the permanent peace of the border.

The Wukkeel of His Highness the Khan of Kelat, who had been to wait on

the Khan, as mentioned in my letter. No. 266, of the 28th October last, writes

that he is en route to rejoin me.
He reports that His Highness the Khan is in all things anxious exactly to

confonn to the wishes of the British Government, and to follow the advice of its

officers.

That the Khan has dismissed the traitorous Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan, and
will not again allow him to meddle in any way with his affairs.

That His Highness has also ordered the numerous and annoying transit duties

collected by various chiefs, on merchandise passing through the Kelat territories

to and from Scinde, at once to be discontinued.

Arrangements regarding Murree plunderers, and further particulars, will be

reported hereafter.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.
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Sib, 7tli December, 1853.

In continuation of the subject of the latter part of my letter, No 290, of the

2ncl instant, I have the honor to report that Moolah Ahmed, the Wukkeel
of His Highness the Khan of Kelat, rejoined me on the 5th, bringing from His
Highness the Khan the letter and proclamations of which copies are herewith

forwarded.

Moolah Ahmed informs me that every possible arrangement is being made for

the better government of the Kelat territories, and to meet the wishes of the

British Government in respect to commerce and all else.

The whole of the vexatious transit duties levied by petty chiefs and others

throughout the Kelat territories, have been actually abolished, and the Wukkeel
assures me that this arrangement will be strictly carried out.

Bodies of horse have been ordered to be organized for the protection of

Cutchee, along the foot of the hills, one hundred being posted at Lharee, and
smaller detachments at various other places.

The traitorous Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan, who has so long purposely opposed

any permanent settlement of the country, has been disgraced, and, with all his

connections, dismissed from the Khan's service.

The Wukkeel also informs me that most of the principal feudal chiefs of the

Kelat state have agreed cordially to support the Khan in all these measures,

even where they may seem injuriously to aflfect their own internal quarrels.

Under all the circumstances of the case, I think that there is every reason to

hope that a new era will now commence in the Kelat Government, and that a

marked improvement in the affairs of that state may be looked for.

I beg leave to point out that the interview between His Highness the Khan
and the Commissioner, or an officer deputed by him, mentioned in my letter, No.
229, of the 24th September last, and in former correspondence, would be at this

present time peculiarly valuable, and would, I think, more than anything else

conduce to the establishment of a real, healthy, and permanent rule throughout

the Kelat state.

The greater part of the chiefs subject to the Khan would, in their hearts,

gladly forego all the family quarrels, &c., which are attended with such injurious

effects on the state of the country generally, could they do so with saving of their

honor according to their wild ideas.

They would then afford most effective support to the measures to be adopted

for the good government of all classes.

Deference to the authority and wishes of the British Government supplies

exactly the motive best adapted to meet the case.

It is an authority to which all will bow with a good gi'ace, and I have a strong

opinion that merely assembling these chiefs in formal Durbar, and there, in

presence of their Prince, explaining to them the wishes of the British Govern-
ment, would be attended with the happiest effects, although no promises whatever
should be made, nor we be pledged to adopt any further measures whatever.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To H. Ellis, Esquire, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Assistant-Commissioner, Kurrachee.

Sir, 12tli DtetuilHT. 1S53.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt with your endorsement. No.

3,618, of the 8th December, of Extracts of Despatches, &c., regarding roads in

Scinde.

With reference to their subject, I have the honor to state that, to complete the

series of roads under my charge, the little piece of road, ten miles in length,

from Abad to Moobarickpoor, is required as pointed out in my letter. No. 283,

of the 16th November last; estimated cost, Rupees 3,500.

Another work is also essentially necessary, as the want of it may, during the

inundation, sometimes render the main road from Jacobabad to Shikarpoor

useless. This is the raising of portion of this road about two miles in length,

near Sooltan-Ke-Gote, applied for in my letter. No. 238, of the 3rd October,

1853 ; estimated cost. Rupees 9,721.
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latliDecemlier, 1853. I beg leave to point out that, if this work be not sanctioned and commenced
forthwith, it cannot be completed before the coming inundation, when a whole
year's delay must take place.

Another thing is of much importance as regards all these roads under my
charge. The arrangement for keeping them in repair has not yet been placed

on a satisfactory footing.

To ensure that work being done properly, it is absolutely necessary that the

contract be entered into for several years, as pointed out in my letters, No. 169>

of the 22nd July, No. 187, of the 9th August, and No. 235, of the 1st October
last.

For the 470 odd miles of road now existing, the cost of repairs annually,

including bridges and all else, amount to Rupees 12,800 : this gives very nearly

the rate of 27 rupees per mile per annum, which sum I beg strongly to recom-

mend being sanctioned at once for five years, to enable me to make the arrange-

ment with the contractors in a manner satisfactory to all parties and advantageous

to Government.
I also beg leave to request that the small establishment found necessary by me

in superintending these works, costing Rupees 64 per mensem, mentioned in my
letters. No. 196, of the 8th August, and No. 234, of the 1st October last, be
sanctioned by Government as a regular monthly charge.

These things being sanctioned will, I think, complete the arrangements

regarding roads in this neighbourhood in a satisfactory, efficient, and economical

manner. But time is of importance, and delay is costly, as well as inconvenient.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

14th Dccembtr, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report that, since the date of my last letter on the

subject, the Murrees have remained assembled in force at Kahun, and two days

ago the whole moved out and made one march in the direction of Deyra, but

without their artillery.

On their spies returning to their camp the Murrees countermarched to Kahun,
afterwards sending out small parties in various directions.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Hill l)cci.'inbcr, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 641, of the

13th* November, 1853, to my address, as Commanding the Scinde Irregular

Horse, from the Staff Officer, Shikarpoor.

The Havildar therein alluded to, has also arrived at Jacobabad. With
regard to the man's proceeding to Dadur and to the object of his journey, I have

the honor to state that, with a purwanah from me, as Political Superintendent

of the Frontier, the Havildar might, doubtless, proceed in perfect safety through

any part of the territory of the Khan of Kelat.

But to obtain recruits to be made cavalry, or any other soldiers from the

Kafilas arriving from Affghanistan, &c., is an absolute impossibility. To expect

to obtain such men from such a source is so absurd, that it is difficult to treat

the matter with due gravity. The Havildar might, with equal propriety, expect

to enlist soldiers from among the Buniahs of Shikarpoor.

Leaving, however, the Kafilas out of the question, and supposing recruits to

* The date is probably a clerical error.
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be obtained from the elite of the Brahooees and Affghans, I am of opinion, that uth December, 1853.

enlisting such men would be found in the highest degree injudicious and
injurious to the service.

A residence among, and close association with, these people for more than

fifteen years, with opportunities of observing and trying them in every vvav,

enables me to write with confidence and certainty regarding them.

Everv Brahooce (the Bclooche of Kelat) whom wo enlist, is certainly either a

thief, a coward, or a traitor, or is very probably all three combined.

The Affghans are more ferocious, but have far less real courage than the

Hindustanee ; they have more cunning and less intellect ; they have more
muscular development with /r/;* less endurance.

Both the Affghans and Brahooees are absolutely faithless and untrustworthy,

wherebv they are never to be depended on as soldiers in war.

Both are quarrelsome, unruly, and murderous, in (Quarters in peace. And, in

domestic life, both are given to the most detestable vices which lead to all manner
of evil.

Whatever may be thought of these people by those who do not know them well,

it is certain that the Mussulmans of Hindustan are altogether superior beings in

every way to the Affghans and Belooches, and are incalculably better adapted by

nature to make good soldiers.

In my opinion, not rashly formed, one good Hindustanee soldier carries as

much military power with him as any three of the best of the others.

At the battle pf Goojerat, 4,000 of the very best men of Affghanistan, the elite

of Dost Mahomed's army, splendid men on splendid horses as they were described

by the officers present, commanded by the son and nephews of the Ameer in

pcrstm, were overthrown, beaten to pieces, and di'iven from the field with

tremendous loss, by 243 Hindustanees of the Scinde Irregular Horse, leaving

their leaders slain, and their standards in the hands of the victors.

I might point to numerous other similar instances against the Beloochc, also,

if necessary. Even where there is no suspicion of faithlessness, the Affghans

and Belooches are then, as the materials for soldiers, altogether inferior to that

which we have in such abundance ready to our hands in India.

But these Affghans, &c., are also utterly /ciitli less, and we can never feel a just

confidence that they will be true in the hour of need. The Hindustanee

Mussulman has a high feeling of honor : these men have 7inne ichatever—their

absolute faithlessness and treachery appear incredible to those who do not know
them, and form a startling contrast to the frank open manner, the free manly
beariftg, the burly forms and fair faces of these Affghan men ; which, until

taught by experience, we naturally associate with the possession of European
virtues. Of late years I have never admitted either Belooche or Affghan into

our ranks, and there has not been for many years past a man of either race in the

corps, though the elite of both are at my disposal.

But, formerly, when they were in our ranks, I have seen these great, strong,

tall, fair-faced warriors, throw themselves from t/ieir /lorses, and ireep like

children in fatigue, difficulty, and danger, amidst the derision of the Hindustanees,

who were always ready to dare or to endure anything without a mui-mur.

The subject of enlisting men of these foreign tribes, who are, undoubtedly,

immeasurably inferior to the men of India in all military qualities, and, in fact,

in cvervthing but personal appearance, appears to me to be one of z-onsiderable

importance" ; and as, bv position, I am necessarily better acquainted with the

matter than others, I shall be obliged if my opinions be made known to his

Lordshi]) the Commander-in-Chief.

This seems to me the more necessary, as so little is the truth of the subject

known, that great numbers of Brahooees, foreigners from the Kelat territories,

have been enlisted in the Belooche Battalion at Shikarpoor, and are now Sepoys

in the corps.

It must be evident that this practice is fraught with extreme danger, for in

case of service against the tribes bevond tlie border, the hrefliren of these people,

we should assuredly have in our ranks as many spies and traitors as we had
Brahooees. For service in other parts of the world the objections to these men
as soldiers would be general only, but on this frontier they become special and
overwhelming.

Were I proceeding on service against the tribes bordering on our Frontier, I

u
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14th December, 1853. should Consider the real strength of my force to be increased bv the absence of

such soldiers. They could not be trusted without imminent risk of failure and
disgrace.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Major of Brigade, Upper Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Shikarpoor.

P.S.—I have advised the Havildar to return to Shikarpoor.

iSth December, 1853. SiR,

In reply to your letter, No. 643, of the I7th December, 1853, to my address,

I have the honor to state that it was undoubtedly my intention to include the
men you mention, the Patans of Scinde, in my observations on the Affghans and
Brahooees—the name Patau being only the popular appellation of the Affghan.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Major of Brigade in Upper Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Shikarpoor.

20th December, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 4,103, of the
8th December, 1853, to my address, with accompaniments, and with reference to

their subject to state, that every aid and assistance in my power shall be afforded

in enabling commanding officers to carry out the wishes of his Lordship the
Commander-in-Chief with respect to recruits.

At the same time, as this matter is one with regard to which I have, fi'om

position and circumstances, had opportunities of observation and practice which
have fallen to the lot of few other officers, and which, with these opportunities, I

have constantly studied during the last twelve years to master, it may be useful

that my own opinion, whatever value may be attached to it on this subject of

recruiting among Patans, Belooches, and the other tribes of the countries on the
north-west of India, should be known to his Lordship.

With this view, I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a letter written

by me before the receipt of your commimication under reply, and while I was
quite ignorant of the wishes of his Lordship the Commander-in-Chief in this

matter, or that any orders had been issued on the subject.

Of the tribes referred to, the Seiks are, in my opinion, the least objectionable.

Of these there were, at one time, about 1 50 in the Scinde Irregular Horse—men
received from the Agency RussuUa in 1840. I have never seen finer men in

appearance than these were in every way, but I found them, in every quality

requisite for a good soldier, very inferior to the Mussulmans of Hindustan, and
remarkably so in i-espect of patient endurance of hardship, and quiet deter-

mination.

Few of them were able to endure the work which we then had to perform in

this country, and I discharged most of them gradually, at their ovm request, and
soon got rid of them all with advantage to the corps.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.
To Colonel Green, C.B., Deputy Adjutant

General of the Army, Bombay.
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No. 4,103.

From Lieut.-Colonel Edward Green, C.B., Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of stu December, isss.

the Army, to Major John Jacob, C.B., Commandant of the Scinde Horse,

Jacobabad.

Sir,

In transmitting to you the annexed transcript of a letter addressed to officers

commanding regiments of Native Infantry now serving in the Province of Scinde,

I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to request that, with a view to carry

out his Lordship's wishes, as expressed in the communication above adverted to,

you will be pleased to afford your aid and assistance in procuring suitable recruits

to such commanding officers as may apply to you.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.
Adjutant- GeneraTs Office, Head Quarters^

Poona, 8th December, 1853.

[Circular.]

No. 3,574.

Adjutant-General's Office, Bombay,
28th October, 1853.

RECRUITING.

Sir,

Adverting to the secret and confidential circular letter from this department,

No. 1,791, of the 29th September, 1848, I am directed by the Commander-in-

Chief to intimate to you his Lordship's wish that, of the one-third of the men
permitted to be enlisted from provinces beyond the limits ofthe Bombay Presidency,

or adjacent states, as therein mentioned, you should include 50 men to be selected,

from the Punjaub and Scinde, such as Seiks, Yussoofzies, and other Patans,

residents of the border country lying between Peshawar in the north, and our

frontier of Scinde on the south.

From the situation of your regiment near the frontier, you can, his Excellency

conceives, experience no difficulty in procuring suitable recruits ; and as the

service opens great advantages to these men, in the form of pay, pension, &c.,

&c., not to be enjoyed in the local regiments and battalions of police stationed in

the Punjaub, and on the frontier, his Lordship hopes that you will be able to

complete your regiment to the ordei-ed strength (800 privates) by well selected

Seik and Patan recruits, so as to form a nucleus for the introduction of these

tribes among the corps under this Presidency.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. HALE, Lieut.-Colonel,

For Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.
To the Officers Commanding 2nd, 6th,

8th, and 14th Regts. Native Infantry.

(True Copy)
(Signed) ' E. GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

No. 641 of 1853.

Camp, Shikarpoor, I3th November,* 1853. i3tii December, isss.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that a Ilavildar and Private of the 2nd
Regiment Light Cavalry have been detached from that regiment, for the purpose
of recruiting in these pro^"inces. The Havildar states his orders to be to proceed

• ShoiUd be 13tli December, 1853.
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13th December, 1853. as far as Dadur to meet the Kafilas, and from them to obtain such recruits as

he can.

The Brigadier Commanding is doubtful if this recruiting party can proceed so

far as Dadur with safety, and has directed the Havildar to report himself to you,

and should you consider that there is any danger in his proceeding to Dadur, not

.

to permit him to do so, and, further, to favor the Brigadier with your opinion
generally on the subject.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed)
_

S. C. LAW, Lieut.,

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Staff Officer at Shikarpoor.
L-regular Horse, Jacobabad.

No. 643 of 1853.

Camp, Shikarpoo?-, 17th December, 1853.

17th December, 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to request, at the desire of the Brigadier Commantling in

Upper Scinde, that, with reference to your letter, No. 298, dated 14th instant,

you will be good enough to state, for the Brigadier's information, whether the

same objection, in your opinion, exists with regard to the Patau of these provinces,

as to the Brahooees and Affghans ?

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) S. C. LAW, Lieut.,

For Lieut. Harvey, Brigade Major, Upper Scinde.

To Major J. Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde

Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

No. 642 of 1853.

Camp, Shikarpoor, Ibth December, 1853.

IStli December, 1853. SlR,

I have the honor, at the desire of the Brigadier Commanding in Upper
Scinde, to acknowledge the receipt of j'our letter. No. 298, dated 14th instant, to

the address of the Brigade Major, which will be forwarded to the General Officer

Commanding the Scinde Division of the Army, with a request that it may be

transmitted to His Lordship the Commander-in-Chief.

2. Brigadier Cavaye concurs with you in the advisability of the Havildar

returning to Shikarpoor, and should he not have left Jacobabad on the receipt of

this, the Brigadier wishes that he may be ordered to return.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) S. C. LAW, Lieut.,_

For Lieut. Harvey, Brigade Major, Upper Scinde.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde

Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

No. 1 of 1854.

Camp, Shikarpoor, \st January, 1854.

i9t January, 1854. gjj{

I have the honor, at the desire of the Brigadier Commanding in Upper
Scinde, to forward the accompanying copy of a letter. No. 1,330, from the

Assistant Adjutant-General of the Division, to the Brigadier's addi-ess.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) S. C. LAW, Lieut.,

For Lieut. Harvey, Brigade Major, Upper Scinde.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde

Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.
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[Copy.]

No. 1,330 of 1853.

Assistant Adjutant- GeneraVs Office, Camp, Bliooj,

26th December, 1853.

To the Officer Commanding in Upper Scinde, Shikarpoor. 2Gth December, 18-.3.

Sir,

In reply to your letters, Nos. 644 and 646, of 1853, with accompaniments
from Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding the Frontier, I am instructed to inform you
that the Major-General entirely concurs in the opinion expressed therein, and he
therefore requests you will desire the Havildar to refrain from enlisting any of the

class alluded to, pending the decision of his Lordship the Commandei--in-Chief.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. S. FELLY, Captain,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

(True copy.)

(Signed) S. C. LAW, Lieut.,'

For Brigade Major, Upper Scinde.

[Copies.]

No. 424 of 1853.

From A. Malet, Esquire, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 29th December, issa.

H. B. E. Freke, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 29th Dec, 1853.

SECRET DEPARTIVIENT.

Sir,

With reference to the Government letter to your addi-ess, dated the 25th April

last. No. 118, I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council
to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Officiating Under Secretary to the

Government of India, of the 8th instant. No. 5,220, and of the General Order by
the Government of India, No. 998, dated the 2nd idem, therein alluded to,

relative to the admission of certain., native officers and men of the Scinde
Irregular Horse to the third class of the Order of Merit.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Bombay Castle, 29fh December, 1853. Chief Secretary.

No. 5,220.

From J. W. Dalrvmple, Esquire, Officiating Under Secretary to the Government
of India, to A. Malet, Esquire, Chief Secretary to the Government of

Bombay. Dated 8th December, 1853.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

Your despatch of 2nd ultimo. No. 144, containing a recommendation that

certain native officers and men of the Scinde Irregular Horse may be admitted to

the Order of Merit, and that a Jemadar of Belooche Guides, named Yarroo Khan
Kosah, mav be allowed a pension of Rupees five (5) per mensem, for his services,

ha\-ing been referred to the Military Department for consideration and orders, I

have the honor to inform you that, by Government General Order in that

Department, No. 998, of the 2nd instant, the following native Officers and
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2oti[ December, 1853. Soldiers of the above corps have been admitted to the third class of the Order

of Merit:

—

B-ussuldar Shaik Kurreem,
Jemadar Hafeezoolla Khan,
Duffedar Shaik Goolam Nubbee,
DuflFedar Kallie Khan,
Sowar Shaik Ismael.

The Most Noble the Governor-General in Council is also pleased to confer

upon Yarroo Khan Kosah, a Jemadar of Belooche Guides, a pension of Rupees (5)

five monthly, from the 2nd instant, to be held irrespectively of any other pay or

pension to which he may be, or become, entitled.

2. I am also directed to bring to the notice of the Bombay Government that

the names of the native Officers and Soldiers in question are differently Witten in

different parts of the correspondence submitted, and to state that, in the General

Order, the orthography used in the margin of your letter has been adopted,

(Signed) 'j. W. DALEYMPLE,
Officiating Under Secretary to the

Fort William, 8th December, 1853. Government of India.

(True Copy.)

(Signed)
'

A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

No. 998.

GENERAL ORDER by the Government of Lidia, dated 2nd Dec, 1853.

The following native commissioned, non-commissioned Officers, and men of the

Scinde Irregular Horse, are admitted to the third class of the Order of Merit,

for gallant conduct in an affair with a band of mounted robbers, on the 3rd

April, 1853, near Kusmore.
Resaldar Shekh Kurreem,
Jemadar Hafeezoola Khan,
Duffedar Shekh Goolam Nubbee.
Duffedar Kallie Khan,
Sowar Shekh Ismael.

2. In consideration of the valuable services rendered on the above occasion

by Yarroo Kosah, Jemadar of Belooche Guides, the Most Noble the Governor-

General in Council is pleased to grant him a pension of Rupees (5) five monthly,

commencing from this date, the same to be held irres|3ectively of any pay or

pension to which he may be, or become, entitled.

(True Copv.)

(Signed)
'

A. MALET,
Chief Secretarv.

No. 41 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent on

the Frontier of Upper Scinde, in reference to his letter, No. 83, dated 13th

April last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioners Office, Camj) Mana, Commissioner in Scinde.

Jummallee, 9th January, 1854.
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Sir, 27th December, 1853.

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 3,7l6, of the 25th
December, 1853, to my address, I have the honor to point out that a material

diflforcnce appears to exist between the cases alluded to.

On the one hand, our unnecessarily interfering to improve the condition of the

foreign sea-ports on the coast of Mekran must, it seems to me, tend, in exact
proportion to our success, to draw trade from our own ports and country, and to

counteract the measures by which, on the other hand, we are endeavouring to

establish a safe and easy line of trade from Central Asia through Scinde to the sea.

However, whatever your wishes may be regarding our policy towards Kelat,

there will now, I am of opinion, be no difficulty in carrying them into full effect,

if the present opportunittj ofplacing the affairs of that state on a footing likely

to prove permanently satisfactory, be taken advantage of; and with reference to

this matter, I beg leave earnestly to call your immediate attention to the sulyect

of my letter, No. 294, of the 7th instant.

In such matters time makes the whole difference between success and failure.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 28th Deceiiibtr, 1853.

I have the honor to report that a body of about 200 Muri'ee horsemen, on
the 24th instant, attacked the Boogtees at De_\Tah, whence, after killing six men
and carrying off some cattle, they returned to Kahun.

Nothing of importance has occurred on the frontier under my command during

the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde

Sir, 30th DewmbtT. 1853.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1 89, of the

23rd December, 1853, to my address, and with reference to its subject to inform

you that no definite boundary was ever laid down between the Chandia Jaghire

and the Kelat territory, nor between Scinde and the Kelat territory, anywhere
westward of Rojaun.

Near Khyree Ke Ghurree and Shahdadpoor, the rule was established (fixing

the boundary for revenue purposes) that whei*ever the Indus water extended to,

or could be proved ever to have extended to, the land belonged to Scinde—beyond
this, to Kelat ; between Mamool and Jacobabad the boundary was definitely laid

down and recorded by land-marks.

Ex])oriencc shows that it is useless to attempt to discover by evidence any
original boundary between the provinces : it is certain that no district or

organized boundary ever existed ; and the contradictory assertions of the natives

of all ranks and stations with respect to such a line, only serve to confuse the

matter still more.

Wherefore, I am convinced that your best mode of proceeding in this business

will be, after becoming acquainted with the localities, to lay down arbitrarily the

boundary line, as may appear to yourself to be most convenient and equitable to

both the Kelat and British Government.
Ilis Highness the Khan of Kelat is quite prepared to agi-ee to and sanction

whatever you may decide on in this respect, so that the matter may be set at rest

without a chance of further dispute or trouble.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Su])crintendent on tlie

To Captain Stewart, Deputy Collector, Kurrachee, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

On especial duty in the Western Hills.
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:iSth December, 1853. No. 1,351 of 1853.

Assistant Adjutant- GeneraVs Office, Camp, Bhooj,

2Sth December, 1853.

To Major J. Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

Sir,

In acknowledging the receipt of tlie 15th instant, I have the honor to

inform vou that I received the printed copy of the Record Book of the Scinde

Irregular Horse, which has been placed in the records of my office.

(Signed) H. 'S. PELLY, Captain,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.

30th December. 1853. SiR,

I have the honor to report that the Sirdars of Candahar are said to be

moving with a considerable force to attack the Khan of Kelat, and that they have

actually arrived with their troops at Pesheen.

I have the honor to forward the accompanjing Persian papers relating to this

matter, received from the Kelat Wukkeel.

I do not myself believe that the story is true as regards the Candahar forces

having marched to Pesheen.

Nor if true, should I attach much importance to the movement.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent on the

Hydrabad. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

30th December, 1853.

4th January 185J. POLITICAL

SlE,

EEPOET on the Frontier of Upper
ending 31st December, 1853.

Scinde for the year

At the commencement of the past year, our relations with the people on our

north-west frontier were, as is shown in my reports at

the time, in an unsatisfactory state, chiefly owing to the

proceedings and intrigues of Mahomed Hussan, then

Minister of His Highness the Kljan of Kelat.

This man had for long past been endeavouring to

usurp the Khanate of Kelat, to the prejudice of his

rightful Prince, Nusseer Khan. He twice paid formal

visits to me at Jacobabad, and endeavoured on those

occasions to obtain for himself recognition by the British

Government, independently of his master the Khan.
On the occasion of his second visit to mo, his views

were so clearly developed that I told him that he was
acting the part of a traitor.

Since then the proceedings of JNIahomed Hussan
became less guarded, and his intrigues tended to thwart

everything which I was attempting for the benefit of

the country, and Cutchee generally.

It was evident that the Murree plunderers were acting with a secret

understanding with the minister ; and influential chiefs, near relations of the

latter, were actually present with a considerable force, gi^^ng countenance to the

robbers when the Khyheerees of Poolajee were attacked and plundered by the

Murrecs in December, 1852.

There was much demur also regarding giving up certain criminals who had
committed a murder in Scinde.

This state of affairs I had brnuglit to yonr notice in former correspondence,

and personally reported to you when on the frontier last year.

I had already written fully on the subject to His Highness the Khan of Kelat,

which letters were submitted to, and approved of, by you, while at Jacobabad, in

Letters
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February, 1853, when you yourself also wrote to His Highness the Khan regardino- ut January, i854.

the matters in question ; but no satisfactory replies were received from the Kelat

Government.
The Murrccs continued to plunder, as well in the British territory about •

Mittcnkote as in Cutchee. On the 20th of March last, these plunderers

assembled in such force in the hills north of Shahpoor, that they seemed to be

intending an inroad into Scinde. On this, I immediately proceeded to Shahpoor

with two squadrons of the Scinde Irregular Horse, when, as fully reported at the

time, we lost a hundred and sixteen horses by sun-stroke.

Tlie jNIurrecs, however, after plundering the village of Treehur, near Lharee,

returned to their hills, and broke up into smaller parties.

Again these inveterate marauders, after making an inroad into the districts of

the Puiijaub about Mittenkote, attempted, on the 3rd April, to carry off camels

from the Kusmore district, when they were pursued and attacked by liussuldar

Shaik Kurreem, with a party of the Scinde Irregular Horse, on which occasion a

native officer and seven men were killed on our side.

In short, the state of affairs with respect to the INIurrees and their nominal

sovereign, the Khan of Kelat, was as is fully set forth in my letter. No. 86, of

the iGth April last, and it appears unnecessary here to enter into further

particulars. Since then the Murrees have never ceased from plundering, either

in Cutchee, or in the Punjaub about Hurrund, Mittenkote, and llojaun.

In the month of September last, as before reported, certain letters were

interce])ted, which plainly proved the existence of a secret understanding between

these Murree plunderers and the minister of Kelat, Mahomed Hussan. These

letters were brought to me by the Wukkeel of the Khan of Kelat, and afterwards

shown by him to the Khan himself.

In the month of December last, the AVukkeel returned to me, at Jacobabad,

bringing letters and proclamations fi-om His Highness the Khan of Kelat,

reporting that the traitorous Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan, had been dismissed,

the vexatious transit duties abolished throughout the Kelat territories, and that

everytliing would, henceforth, be conducted to the satisfaction of the British

authorities.

Such has been the general state of our relations with Kelat during the past

year.

In my letter, No. 294, of the /th December last, and in numerous former

communications, I have endeavoured to show the advantages which would ensue

from a personal interview between yourself and His Highness the Khan of Kelat,

and rcjjcatedly recommended that such an interview should take place.

At the present time it seems to me that such a proceeding would be more than

ever advisable, and I beg leave, with the most respectful earnestness, again strongly

to urge that this interview take place as soon as possible, or that I be authorized

myself to meet the Khan with the same object. The effects of such a conference

would, I am convinced, be good" and permanent, and we might, in the manner
proposed bv me, restore union and strength to the Kelat state, and secure its

fidelity to us, without committing ourselves to any course of policy or proceedings

whatever.

The men of the other predatory hill tribe, the Boogtees, formerly such a plague

on this frontier, have, since their return to their hills, given no trouble or annoy-

ance whatever. I have thirty of their best men among my Belooche guides, and

their conduct has been perfectly satisfactory.

The Boogtees at Deyra have fi-equent quarrels and skirmishes with the Murrees,

and between the two tribes (in the hills at a distance from our frontier) systematic

rapine and murder go on as formerly.

An Englishman, by name Malcolm, who was lately in confinement at Shikar-

poor, for stealing monov from the Executive Engineer, proceeded some months

since via Bhaugh and Dadur, to Kelat, where he represented himself as a British

envoy, but I had previously warned His Highness the Khan, and the Naib of

Cutchee, of the man's character, &c., so that no particular notice was taken of

him. lie soon after proceeded to Candahar, where, I am informed, he now is

with Kohundil Khan. I am told, also, that he still maintains the character of a

British officer in Government employ.

Reports have lately been received of the march of a force from Candahar to

attack the Khan of Kelat, and it was even said that the Candahar army had
X
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1st Jamiarj', 1854. arrived at Pesheen. The reports are, however, groundless as respects any hostile

movement having actually taken place from Candahar towards Kelat.

Neither is any serious movement likely to occur in that quarter.
• Within the district under my charge, on our own border, there has been, during

the past year, wonderfully little crime, even among the Boordees, who were

formerly thieves and robbers to a man.

The entire disarming of the people, and the stimulus to honest labor, by the

construction of roads and canals, and the grants of waste lands, appears to have
been attended with the happiest effects.

The Belooche tribes transferred to Scinde, the Doombkees and Jekranees, the

men who formerly plundered all Cutchee and Scinde, up to Shikarpoor and
Larkana, and who, up to 1847, had never handled anything but weapons of war,

have settled down to their agricultural pursuits in a manner not only satisfactory,

but most surprising.

There are about two thousand adult males of these tribes now living on this

border, the scene of their former predatory incursions, and of their warlike deeds

still forming themes of their songs, where so many temptations exist to lead them
occasionally to recur to their former practices.

Yet during the last two years, out of all this number of persons, not a soul has

been brought before me for, or even accused of, any crime or fault whatever, great

or small ; there has not been a case even of common assault among them.

The nature of these people, which, in their former state, appeared so wholly and
so shockingly barbarous, must, indeed, contain many virtues.

It is not intended, I imagine, that the subject of roads and canals in our own
districts should be treated of in this report, wherefore I \\'ill enter here into no
details on these matters. But about 570 miles of road have now been completed

under my superintendence, in connection with this frontier. The raising of a
small portion of the road from Jacobabad to Shikarpoor, and a little piece of road

about ten miles long from Abad to Moobarickpoor, are also required to complete
the series. But to prevent all these works becoming useless, a proper permanent
arrangement is required for their repair, and this I have already applied for.

The grand works of enlarging the Begaree and Noorwah Canals wUl, I hope,

be quite completed by the 1st April next.

Canals from Noorwah have already been made by the Kelat people, bringing

the Indus water on to the lands of Mamool, and they are about to take another

canal from the tail of the Begaree to Rojaun ; one half of the revenue of the lands

so irrigated belongs to the British Government.
The Zemeendars of Khyra Ke Ghurree have applied for permission to lead a

canal fi'om the tail of the Begaree to their lands at Khyra Ke Ghurree, and judging
from the flow of water last year in the main channel, there wiU be a sufficient

supply for all these purposes.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Commissioner in Scinde.

5t)i .laiuiary. 1854. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3,815, of the

31st December, 1853, with accompaniments.

I have the honor herewith to forward a statement, on honor, of the sums
actually expended by me, on the public service, during the last six years. The
total amounts to about 280 rupees a month for the whole period.

But this is but a small portion of the amount of my necessary expenditure really

for public purposes, and I beg leave, with all humility and respect, to submit, that

my claim to salary for work honestly performed, during the whole period in

question, is not unworthy of the favorable consideration of Government.

Sir G. Clerk wrote me on the 18th November, 1847, thus:

—

" You may rely on it that I shall consider it to be no less a duty than a gratification

" to extend, rather than to circumscribe, your authority in the important position
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" which you have so long ably filled." In his minute, dated 7th February, sth January, isni.

1848, Sir G. Clerk writes:—" He (Major Jacob) should, in fact, be appointed
" Political Superintendent as well as Commandant on the Frontier, receiving a
" moderate additional salary in that capacity."

Knowing, then, the intentions of Government, and being well aware of the

important etfect, on this deserted coimtry, which would be produced thereby, I

did not hesitate to build and to plant, and otherwise to adopt proceedings invohang
a large outlay of money, as if I had ac^tually been in the enjoyment of the salary

which I had no doubt whatever would be granted from the date of my appointment.
In so doing, I declare that I was governed by public motives alone. I did not

doubt but that Government would cause the actual outlay to be reimbursed to

me ere long, and requite my labors with an adequate salary, but such has been
the effect of my proceeding to make a permanent home on this border, that even
though I may be myself reduced to poverty by what I have done, I cannot repent

the proceeding.

You are well acquainted with the present state of the border country, as

contrasted with its state under all other arrangements than those which have been
carried out by me, and which necessarily involved so much private pecuniary

cost.

Hundreds of square miles have been converted from desert into cornfield, &c.,

the habits and feelings of a whole population have been changed from rapine and
murder to honest and industrious pursuits, and, if what has been done were clearly

made known to Government, it would not, probably, be thought right that, in the

midst of peace, safety, and plenty, restored by means of my labors, I alone should

suffer poverty. Even if I have acted injudiciously, still I have been governed by
the best motives, and have worked hard and zealously for the public ; on which
account, though my claim be not admitted as a right. Government may still think

it advisable to support me as a favor.

But it appears to me that, possibly. Government is not in full possession of the

facts regarding this Frontier charge, and it may be weU to sketch the circum-

stances from the commencement.
In December, 1841, I received command of the Scinde Irregular Horse, and

was appointed one of the Second Assistant Political Agents, under Colonel

Outram, Political Agent in Scinde.

In those two capacities I held ^Military and Political Charge of the Frontier of

Upper Scinde, throughout the eventful year 1842, and for my conduct in that

position received high praise from my superiors.

In November, 1842, after all the other troops had been withdrawn from the

northward of Sukkur, I, with the Scinde Irregular Horse, was recalled from the

frontier, joined the array under Sir C. Napier, G.C.B., and took part in the war
in Scinde.

In January 1847, I, with the 1st Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse, was
again posted on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, and have served there ever

since, having since then, and indeed from the time of my first landing in Scinde

with the army of Lord Keane, in November, 1838, never been absent from my
duty for a day.

On assuming command of this frontier I found matters in a deplorable condi-

tion. The troops in a state of continual alarm ; detachments shut up in forts

quite powerless, and trembling for their own safety ; and even the Shikarpoor

Brigade always expecting to be attacked. The country nearly deserted, the

predatory tribes of hill and plain making continual inroads into Scinde with

perfect impunity, and roaming about the border in large or small bodies at their

pleasure. The Bclooche triljcs, from the Cutchee side, settled in Scinde by Sir

C. Napier, in 1845, still carrying on their lawless pursuits, as heretofore, unchecked,

plundering as much as the robbers residing beyond the British boundary, f^very

man going armed, and rapine, murder, terror and disorder everywhere prevailing

throughout the whole country extending from the river Indus to the Western
hills, and for twenty or thirty miles within the British frontier line.

This state of affairs I at once proceeded to remedy by every means in my
power. My efforts met with high praise from Government, and were attended

with success.

As the effects of these proceedings became more and more developed, as the

country became repcopled, and as security for life and property was established,
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stii January, 1S54. the civil labors of the officer in charge of the frontier necessarily increased

proportionally, and it became necessary to add to his power.

In February, 1848, I was formally appointed Political Superintendent as well

as Commandant on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, and up to this time have, in

addition to the military duties of my two Kegiments, performed the whole of the

magisterial and police duties of this frontier, embracing a district in Scinde of

about one hundred and sixty miles in extent, and have conducted the Political

duties with the Khan of Kelat, Meer Ali Morad, and the other chiefs in our

neighbourhood.

In the minute by Sir G. Clerk regarding my appointment to the political

charge of the fi-ontier, it is stated that a moderate salary is to be annexed to that

appointment ; but no salary has yet been granted. I have performed laborious

and important civil duties, as above mentioned, for six years past, without any
salary or allowance whatever.

Not only have my services been wholly gratuitous, but my necessary expenses

have not been paid. These civil duties have been performed at very heavy cost

to me, and the whole of my private means have been expended in the public

serx-ice.

For the performance of my political duties on the frontier during the year 1 842
—which duties were necessarily of a very trifling and unimportant nature when
compared to those of the present Superintendent of the Frontier—I received an
allowance of two hundred and fifty rupees a month, in addition to my military

pay as Commandant of the Scinde Irregular Horse.

The civil duties of this frontier at present are at least as important as those of

any minor Political Agency under the Bombay Presidency, and far more so than

those of any Assistant Political Agent ; and it is most respectfully submitted

that, under any circumstances, it would be but fair that they should be similarly

remunerated.

But the circumstances in which I have been placed on this wild desert frontier

have been peculiar, such as rendered a considerable pecuniary expenditure

essential to success, whereby my claim not only to some, but to a liberal scale of

remuneration, is, as I most respectfully submit, peculiai'ly just and forcible.

When I was placed in charge of this frontier, the country appeared not to be
habitable by man. It was a dreary waste of sand, swept for eight months in the

year by burning and noxious winds.

The country was almost wholly deserted. Even at Khanghur (now Jacobabad)
there were but five miserable families, amounting in all to about twenty souls.

The troops at Khanghur, Shahpoor, and the other posts, were shut up within

walls and entrenchments, completely isolated from the country folk.

The troops were fed, both man and horse, as if on shipboard, by the Commis-
sariat Department. Provisions, even to forage for the cavalry horses, were stored

at the various fortified posts for their use. So completely were the troops

without fresh supplies, that, to remedy the effects of stale provisions, it was
thought necessary regularly to issue with each man's daily rations a quantity of
lime-juice, and large stores of this article were found at Khanghur, &c., when
the Scinde Irregular Horse took charge of the posts.

Everything was as in a state of siege in an enemy's country. Even the outpost

of Shahpoor was, until the arrival of the Scinde Irregular Horse, supplied with
every article of food from Shikai'poor, a distance of sixty miles, at enormous cost

to the state.

The troops, both officers and men, were necessarily totally ignorant of the

country and of the people ; and their sole and most anxious and most natural

wish was to get away as speedily as possible from such an unpleasant abode.

On taking charge of the ft-ontier and finding matters as above mentioned, I

earnestly considered what would be the best means of remedying this deplorable

state of affairs.

It appeared to me that the thing of the first importance to this end, was to

make it apparent to every one that it was intended to make this country
habitable, and to make it our permanent residence. So long as the Government
officers and the troops were in a wild, unsettled state, and demeaned themselves
as if in a hostile country, it could not reasonably be expected that the poor people

could feel secure or tranquil.

I therefore proceeded to build a large house as a residence for myself and
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Lieutenants, to plant a garden in the desert, and to make all other arrangements sth January, 18.54.

for myself, officers, and men, as if they were to remain on this frontier for the

remainder of their lives.

The forts I pulled down, as impertinent to cavalry, and peculiarly improper for

oriental border war, in which moral force is of such mighty power.

But though the proper principles of action were determined on, it was no light

task to carry them into cftect : the country was a desert, almost wholly destitute

of permanent inhabitants, and a great part of the year without water, the

water naturally in the soil being as salt as that of the sea, while rain was
excessively rare, the average fall not amounting to one inch per annum. The
ditficulties to he overcome were great ; but knowing the excellence of my officers

and men, and confident in the cordial support of all under me, I thought them
not insuperable ; and the result has justified my opinion : steady perseverance in

sound principles has commanded complete success.

The old mud fort of Khanghur has disappeared, but near its site there is now
the large and flourishing town of Jacobabad, completely open, without the least

attempt at any sort of defensive arrangement by means of walls or works, with

bazaars containing some four hundred well-stocked shops.

On the fonnerlv desert border of Upper Scinde, there are now always supplies

for rni armj/, without any assistance from, or interference on the part of the state

at all in any way. Where there was formerly only sufficient brackish water for a

squadron of horse, there are now tanks and wells affording an unlimited supply of

excellent fresh water. Peace, plenty, and perfect security everywhere prevail in

a district where formerly all was terror and disorder on the one hand, or a

pathless, silent desert on the other.

Not only has peace and quiet been thus established, but, during the last three

years, under the direction of the Commissioner in Scinde, roads and bridges

have been constructed by me all over the country, in communication with the

frontier to Shikarpoor, Larkana, Kusmore, &c., &c., amounting altogether to

nearly 6OO miles in length. Canals have been excavated, which are bringing a

great part even of the desert under cultivation, and are rapidly changing the

whole face of the country from arid waste to corn-field and pasture.

All the public works on the frontier, costing in the aggregate more than two
Lacs of Rupees, have been carried on under the entirely gratuitous and unaided

superintendence of myself alone. The saving to the state on this one item (which

relates to a comparatively small portion of the civil duties performed by me
during the last six years) amounts to more than twenty thousand rupees.

For the annual clearance of the tank at Jacobabad, which proves of such

inestimable advantage to the troops and inhabitants. Government now allows the

sum of five hundred rupees, which is barelv sufficient ; but the tank was
originally excavated by me at a cost of two thousand rupees, not a fi'action of

which sum has ever been repaid by the state. This is but one out of many
similar items of expenditure, of which the accumulated amount during the six

years past is very great, and which are fairly chargeable to the state.

In short, for six years past, I have performed, to the satisfaction of my
superiors, to the great advantage of the people of the country, and of Govern-

ment, zealously at least, and to the best of my ability, the duties of Political

Agent, Magistrate, Superintendent of Police, Surveyor, and Engineer throughout

a large district, under peculiarly difficult circumstances, not only gratuitously,

but with heavy cxpcmd it ure of my private means on the public service; while,

from the very nature of the case, the better the duty might be performed the

more this gratuitous labor and expenditure must increase as the country

became more populous and cultivated.

At first I supposed that the delay in assigning me such salary and establish-

ment as seemed just and necessary to ena])le me to perform the daily increasing

duties of my apjxjintment, was merely caused by official routine, and thought

that in due time everything would be placed on a satisfactory footing, and
therefore did not hesitate to use mv o^vn private means as far as they would go,

thinking that of course all would ultimately be repaid to me. But though
(luring the last four years the matter has repeatedly been presented to Government
by the Commissioner in Scinde, this has not yet been done. Yet I only ask for

the means of laboring in the public service in a field in which it has been proved

that I am able and willing to labor to the advantage of the state ; while more
than twentv-five vears' unintermitted service in India, of which more than fifteen
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6tii January, 1854. vcars have been passed in hard service in Scinde, have neither destroyed my
energies nor abated my wish to work.

In a late letter from the Government of Bombay to the Commissioner in

No. 2,151, dated 30th June,
Scinde, it is added that Government are under " deep

1853. General Department, obligations" to Major Jacob for his labors on this frontier.

Secretary ?o Grernment^'?o The effects of these labors, as
_
resulting in increased

H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Com- rovcnue, are Only now Commencing to be apparent, but
missioner in cm e.

^^^ prospcct is most encouraging ; and to be enabled to

continue those labors without pecuniary ruin to myself is all that I now pray for.

As it is, my honest exertions, however profitable to the public, have to myself

hitherto brought only poverty and loss of rank : loss of rank, because when a

detachment of my men was sent on service to the Punjaub, I was informed by
the Commander-in-Chief and by Government, that I could not be allowed to go
on command of this detachment, because my personal services were too valuable

to be dispensed with on this frontier. For urging my claim to be allowed to

proceed to the Punjaub war on this occasion, as was thought too strongly, I was
severely reprimanded by the Commander-in-Chief.

I remained, and did my duty zealously. Had I gone, and survived the

campaign, I should have returned with increased rank and honors. I have,

however, nothing to reproach myself with ; but it seems hard that services which
involve such sacrifices, and for which Government acknowledges deep obligation,

should be expected to be gratuitously performed for a period of six years. In
conclusion, I now most respectfully pray that a proper civil allowance and
establishment may at once be granted me, with arrears, from the date of my
formal appointment to be Political Superintendent on the Frontier, at the rate

of 280 rupees per mensem, for actual expenditure incurred, and 500 rupees for

my own salary, with 100 rupees ofiice rent for the future.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

en route to Roree.

14tli January, 1854. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication. No. 44,

of 1854, dated 9th January, with copies of letters conveying the sanction of

Government for the establishment of surveyors, mentioned in my letter, No. 210,

of the 1st September, 1853, to your address.

I have the honor to recommend that properly qualified persons, to be native

surveyors on this establishment, be sent to me from India. These men should

be Hindoos or Moosulmans, if such be procurable, rather than Christians

of European extraction, as I find that persons of the latter class do not get on
well in this country.

I have also the honor to bring to your notice that, with the exception of a

measuring chain, none of the instruments mentioned in my letter and indent of

the 29th September, 1853, have yet been supplied to me.

Another theodolite was sent to me from Hydrabad by the Deputy Commissaiy
of Ordnance, in September last, but this instrument was also unserviceable and
useless, and I was obliged to return it. After two years of correspondence and
indenting to no purpose, despairing of obtaining good instruments otherwise, I

purchased an Evenest's theodolite from the late Captain Fitzgerald, for Rupees
250, and have had another theodolite made in England, which I am in daily

expectation of receiving, and for which I am to pay £50.

The cost of these instruments I have the honor to request may be repaid me
by Government.

In addition to these instruments, others, for the native surveyors, as mentioned

in my letter. No. 41, of the 21st February, 1853, will be required, namely,

—

Theodolite, 6-inch, complete, best ...... 1

Level, Gravatt's, complete large, with good set of graduated staves . 1

Chains, measuring 100 feet, with arrows . . . . .2
Drawing Instruments, small common set . . . . .2
Paper, Pencils, &c., a moderate supply.
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The sanction mentioned in my letter, No. 210, of the 1st September, 1853, for uth .Tanuary, i8r,4.

the cost of erecting such towers as I may require is also requisite.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scindc, Frontier of Upper Scmde.
en route to Roree.

SiK, 23rd January, 1854.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement. No. 145,

of the 18th January, 1854, with copy of letter. No. 76, of the 7th June, 1854,

from Government, on the subject of roads and bridges.

2nd. With respect to the contract for the repairs of roads mentioned in the

first paragi*aph of the letter above mentioned, I have the honor to point out that

the sum there mentioned for these repairs annually is (12,010) twelve thousand

and ten, but the sum necessary for this purpose is (12,810) twelve thousand eight

hundred and ten. (Vide Letter, No. 187, dated 9th August, 1853.J
3rd. A contract for these repairs at this rate has actually been made by me,

under your sanction, and the work is progressing well.

4th. I could not, as before reported, get a contractor to undertake it for less.

The sum 12,010 rupees, mentioned in the letter from Government, may be merely

a clerical error ; whether it be so or not, I have the honor to request that it may
be rectified.

5th. As regards the remarks on bridges and wheel-carriages, by the super-

intending engineer, I have the honor to point out that, to construct the bridges

with paved roadways, &c., would more than double the cost of the roads in this

part of the country, without, in my opinion, at present offering corresponding

advantages.

6th. A permanent pavement on bridges built without cement, or only with

mud between the bricks, woiUd be out of place ; the whole construction must
therefore be altered, and the bridges built with lime mortar throughout. This
might prove the best plan ultimately, but the cost would be great, tlie time and
establishment required to carry it into effect would far exceed that employed by
or contemplated by me in proposing or executing these works.

7th. A few years ago, this country was almost impassable, but by means of

these roads and bridges it is now traversed with ease and comfort at all seasons,

in every direction. This amount of work was accomplished in about one year at

a very trifling comparative cost.

8th. With the means available in this country, ten years would not have
sufficed to construct all these bridges with lime mortar and paved roadways, while

the cost would have been enormously increased.

9th. It is, in my opinion, better to have a moderately good road at once than

to have only the prospect of a better one ten years hence.

10th. I have worked in these matters, not altogether in ignorance of the arts

of road and bridge making, nor of constructive art generally, but I have
endeavoured to make, not the best possible bridges, &c., but to produce the

greatest effect in improving the communications of the country with the least

possible expenditure of time, money and labor.

1 1th. I have worked entirely after a fashion of my own, without establishment,

without any aid whatever, and with the people of the country alone ; the result is,

I think, quite satisfactory, the comparison being made not with what might be

under other circumstances, but witli what, up to a late period, was the state of

the communications.

12th. With regard to the preservation of the roadways of the bridges,

experience shows that the most effectual way of protecting the masonry in this

district, is to keep it well covered with earth. The bridges near camps or towns,

which necessarily are those most used, and which suffer by far the most wear,

shovdd be covered with stable litter or such like, which, if renewed occasionally,

till the whole be consolidated into an elastic mass, stands better than anything

else. No ordinary road metal will bind in so very dry a climate.

There is a bridge here at Jacobabad, built of burnt brick, with mud cement
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2oni j-Mu-.uy, 1854. oiily, wliich, being so protected, has stood perfectly uninjured for seven years

though under water up to the crown of the arch dining the whole time of

inundation every season.

The earthing of the bridges, and all other repairs, are included in the contract

mentioned in the 2nd paragraph of this letter. Under that arrangement, the

contractor will keep every bridge in proper order, but no arrangements for repairs

of these roads having been hitherto made, the repairs now required are, in some

places, very great. All are, however, to be completed by the 1st of April next,

and thereafter every defect will be at once remedied as it may occur.

With regard to the question of wheel-carriages, everything in my power has

been done to endeavour to introduce a better construction of vehicle, but I have,

for some time past, abandoned all attempts of the kind, being convinced that they

are useless.

The introduction of wheel-carriages with iron tire, &c., might be an advantage

in many ways, but would not, I think, benefit the roads much, if at all, the whole

ground of the country, with the exception of a few patches of salt earth here and

there, through which these roads pass, is such, that it becomes speedily reduced to

an impassable powder, for many inches ia depth, whatever description of wheel-

carriage be used.

The roads are excellent for camels, by which the traffic of the country is almost

wholly carried on, the carts being chiefly used for the transport of agricultural

produce, but the roads in such a soil could not be made well adapted even for the

best wheel-carriages, without metal, which is not only not easily procurable, but

which, I think, from the excessive dryness of the air, would be found not to answer

in this country.

We cannot as yet reasonably hope for roads in this district absolutely good

for wheel-carriages ; neither would it, in my opinion, be of use to attempt to make
them ; but very much may be done, nevertheless, to maintain tolerably easy

communication at all times through the country.

Bridges always passable, and straight roads from place to place, form an

immense improvement on the former condition of things, and this may be insiu-ed

under the arrangements applied for.

The introduction and general use of an improved description of wheel-carriage

with iron tire, &c., implies a complete change in the whole native population or

societv : it involves the necessity for the existence in each little village throughout

Upper Scinde of such artificers as are now only to be met with at Shikarpoor

and Larkana, and of whom there are not more than a dozen in the whole

province of Scinde ; it involves also the existence of increased capital, new wants,

and improved habits among the country folk generally : all this may come in due

•time naturally, as civilization advances.

But as things now are, the carts at present in use are, perhaps, better adapted

to the means and wants of the people than anything we could hope to succeed in

substituting for them.

The things are rude and noisy, it is true, and at first sight seem ridiculous
;

but they can be constructed in any village at a cost of four or five rupees each

:

they can be kept in repair by the village carpenter, while the loads they carry

are as heaw as could well be drawn by one pair of bullocks on these roads on

anv carriage. For instance, I have had carried on one of these carts from

Sukkur to Jacobabad, on several occasions, from six to eight hundred weight of

ii'on, without a break-down.

The bricks in use here usually weigh on the average ten pounds each ; and I

have frequently counted as many as one hundred and twenty of such bricks being

carried on one" of these carts—a load of twelve hundred pounds.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

en route to Roree.
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Sir, 2.5tli January, 1854.

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred on the

frontier under my command during the past week.

The Boogtee chiefs Islam Khan and Moortuza Khan have reported to me
that emissaries from Bawulpoor had come to them to induce them to proceed to

take service with the Nawaub Hajee Khan, but that they had refused to do so.

The accompanj-ing original letter, from the notorious Futteh Mahomed
Ghoree, Minister of the Nawaub of Bawulpoor, to the Boogtee chiefs, has been
forwarded to me by the latter.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir,

1 have the honor to report that a Giljee Chief, by name Goolam Seedeek,

arrived at Jacobabad this morning, with twenty-four horsemen from Candahar.
The man, on appearing before me, stated that he left Candahar in consequence

of ill treatment received from Kohundil Khan, in the expectation of obtaining

service under the British Government.
I have forwarded him and his followers to the Lieutenant of Police at

Shikarpoor, to remain under surveillance till your pleasure be known.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

5tli February, 1854.

No. 68 of 1854.

From Lieutenant F. Harvey, Brigade-Major, Upper Scinde, to Major John ntii February, 1354.

J.\coB, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

Shikarpoor, \Ath February, 1854.

Sir,

Agreeable to instructions received from Didsional Head Quarters, I have
the honor, by direction of the Brigadier Commanding in Upper Scinde, to

forward for your information transcript of a letter, from the Adjutant-General

of the Army to Major-General Sir H. Somerset, K.C.B. and K.H., Commanding
Scinde Division of the Army.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) F. HARVEY, Lieutenant,

Brigade-Major, Upper Scinde.

[Copy.]

No. 471.

From Lieutenant-Colonel H. Hancock, Adjutant-General of the Army, to

Major-Gcncral Sir II. Somerset, K.C.B. and K.H., Commanding Scinde

Division, Kurrachee.

Siu,
•

I have had the honor to receive, and to submit to the Commander-in-Chief,
your letters No. 1,328 and 1,333, of the 26th ultimo, respectively, with

accompaniments.

It is impossible, I am to state, but that His Excellency should be strongly

imprcss(>(l by the opinions recorded bv ^lajor Jacob, of the great inferiority of

the Seikh, Affghan, and Belooche, compared with the llindoostanee, as regards

all the higher qualities which fit men for service as soldiers ; but now that, by
recent extension of our boundaries, large numbers of the former have their homes

Y
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utii February, 1854. established within them, His Excellency has deemed it politic and just to open
the ranks of the army to them in common with all other British subjects, and it

is only to such as have their homes established within British territory, that His
Lordship intended to accord the privileges. A circular letter has, therefore,

been issued with reference to that dated the 28th October last (No. 3,574),
directing enlistments to be limited as above, in view to prevent a recurrence of

the mistake made in the case of the recruiting party of the 2nd Regiment Light
Cavalry ; and the Commander-in-Chief has also deemed it expedient to restrict

the number of men of the classes alluded to who may be enlisted into each corps

to thirty, instead of fifty, as originally fixed.

I am to request that Major Jacob may be furnished with transcript of this

communication.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. HANCOCK, Lieut.-Colonel,

Adjutant-General of the Army.
Adjutant- GeneraFs Office, Head Quarters, Bombay,

28th January, 1854.

(True copy.)

(Signed) H. S. PELLY, Captain,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

(True copy.)

(Signed) F. HARVEY, Lieutenant,

Brigade-Major, Upper Scinde.

No. 511 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

27th February, 1854. From the COMMISSIONER IN SciNDE, to Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent

on the Frontier, Jacobabad. Dated 27th February, 1854.

Sir,

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, as per margin, I have the honor

No. 34, of 23rd February *° inform you that I imagine a brief sketch of our political

regarding the Political Ke- relations with the Kclat State, and with the tribes of

mTnt,'anfforwa'dedZ"; Boogtces, Murrccs, &c., isall that is required, and such a
Commissioner's endorse- sketch as you could furnisli, from your own knowledge,
"^^

'
"'

' ° s ini
. g^ggjg^gf^ Ijy ^Ijp records of your office, would, I am sure, be

more valuable than any report which could be prepared by other parties from
any records in existence.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Camp, Larkana,
27th February, 1854.

lull February, 1854.

Adjutant-GeneraFs Office, Head Quarters,

Bombay, Wth February, 1854.

EXTRACT from General Orders, by the Commander-in-Chief.

The attention of the Commander-in-Chief having been drawTi to a paper

headed " Remarks on the Native Troops of the Indian Army," under the signature

of " John Jacob," which appeared in the Bombay Times newspaper, of the 30th

ultimo and 1st instant, and contains observations and statements of a most

objectionable nature, relative to the organization, discipline, and order of the

native army, His Excellency feels himself called upon to express his marked
disapprobation of the way in which Major Jacob has chosen to make his opinions

known to the public. All officers have a perfect right to form opinions on the

organization and order of the army they may have the honor to serve in, but they
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are not to publish their opinions in their official capacity. Major Jacob had full ntii Febmarj-, 1854.

permission to make any suggestion he might have conceived would have been for

the benefit of the army to the Commander-in-Chief; and, indeed, he was called upon
to do so by the General Order, No. 1, dated 1st June last. He had no right,

therefore, to reflect upon and censure nearly every rule, regulation, and order

framed by his superiors, for the administration of justice and discipline, and for

the well-being of the Bombay Army—conduct, to say the least of it, most
unmilitary, and tending to sow discontent in the native ranks, and thereby

greatly wound the discipline of the native corps. Grieved as His Excellency is

to have been obliged to make the foregoing remarks. His Lordship is still more
so in having to censure INLijor Jacob for pointedly using the words " the refuse,"

as applicable to the Regimental Officers—an expression as unfounded injustice as

it is insulting to that most excellent hard-working portion of the army : composed
as it is of officers full of zeal and assiduity, and whose thoughts and wishes are to

do their duty. To these soldier-like sentiments and feelings of the officers doing

duty with their corps, the Commander-in-Chief can fully testify ; His Lordship
having had the honor to have made the personal acquaintance of a large portion

of them within the last year ; and a more gentleman-like, zealous, hard-working
set of officers does not exist. The Commander-in-Chief deeply laments being

forced to observe that the conduct now so strongly condemned emanated from one
who has received (most justly) honors from his Sovereign, and the approbation

of the Government he has the honor and good fortune to serve.

Bv Order of His Excellencv the Commander-in-Chief.

(Signed) H. HANCOCK, Lieut.-Colonel,

Adjutant-General of the Army.

(True extract.)

(Signed) T. STOCK, Captain,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

For Lieut.-Colonel Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

(True extract.)

(Signed) F. HARVEY, Lieutenant,

Brigade-Major in Upper Scinde.

Sir,

With reference to the extract from General Orders received this day, with
your letter, No. 92, of the 22nd instant, I have the honor to request the favor of

its being brought to the notice of His Lordship the Commander-in-Chief, that

the paper therein mentioned was written by me with the best and highest

motives.

That it was not written in any official capacity, nor for publication in the

Lidian newspapers.

The paper appeared in print in the London Times of the 26th December last.

It was written by mc as an English gentleman, having knowledge of the

matters in question, and striving to apply that knowledge to the good of his

country and Government.
With respect to the word " refuse," I beg that it may be explained to His

Lordship the Commander-in-Chief, that this word is a quotation (and so marked
by me) from the evidence of an officer of high rank in the Indian army, given
before Parliament, and pid^lished in the Parliamentary Blue-books.

I used the word in no invidious sense whate\cr ; in fact it was not my own.
Under the explanation above given, I trust that His Lordship the Com-

mander-in-Chief will see fit to relieve me from the heavy public censure
conveyed in the General Order above alluded to.

I cannot adequately express my sorrow at finding that, after more than a
quarter of a century of honorable service—more than lifteen years of which period
have been passed in hard and unremitting labor in the field in Scinde and
Afighanistan—my best efforts for the good of that service to which my life has

24th Februarv. IS.")4.
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4tii February, 1854. been clevoted, should have resulted in the severe displeasure of the highest

.

authority on whose countenance and approbation I most relied.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To Major of Brigade in Upper Scinde,

Shikarpoor.

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

No. 760.

[Circular.]

Adjutant- Generals Office, Head Quarters,

Bombay, 1 5th February, 1854.

15th February, 1854. SiR,

With reference to the prevailing general opinion that the native cavalry

soldier, when in personal conflict with the enemy, is more disposed to make use

of the edge of his sword than the (more eifective) point, and for which the

weapon with which he is at present armed is more particularly adapted, I am
directed by the Commander-in-Chief to request that you will report whether,

with the view of habituating the trooper to the more general use of the point,

you consider it advisable to discontinue the practice of the "cuts" in the sword

exercise, restricting the men to the " guards, " parries," and " points."

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. HALE, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.
To the Oflacer Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse,

Jacobabad.

24th February, 1854. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter. No.

760, of the 15th February, 1854, to my address, and with reference to its

subject to state, that experience in real fight shows that, for horse soldiers, the

cut is far more deadly and effective in every way than the point of the sword.

The straight sword, and the use of its point, are far more formidable than the

cutting sword in the hands of men on foot, and I was myself strongly prejudiced

also, until many trials in the field quite

rapid pace, as the cavalry soldier ought

in their favor for use on horseback

convinced me of the contrary.

On horseback, when moving at a

always to be in attacking, the arm, after a home-thrust, cannot be drawn
back sufiiciently quickly; the speed of the horse carries all forward with great

velocity, and the blade runs up to the hilt, or breaks before it can be withdrawn.

I have had my own sword forcibly struck from my hand in this manner, the

hilt striking with the greatest violence against a man's breast after the blade

had passed through his body. The blade happened to be very good and strong,

and the hilt was attached to my wrist by a stout leather strap ; neither gave

way, but as the horse passed on at speed, the body of the tall heavy man who
had assailed me, turned completely round and over by the blade of the sword

in it, before the weapon could free itself.

The violence of the shock, and the concurrent circumstances attending this

and hundreds of other somewhat similar circumstances, perfectly convince me
that on such occasions the chances are ten to one that the sword will break or

the cavalry soldier be torn from his seat ; or both these accidents may occur.

I have for long past had not a doubt but that the cutting sword is by far the

most formidable weapon for the hands of the cavalry soldier.

The old curved dragoon sabre is about its best form ; these blades, made of the

best English cast steel, mounted with steel basket-hilts, with the scabbards lined

with a complete scabbard of wood, appear to me to be the most perfect weapons
possible.
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The native soldiers much prefer them to any Eastern blade whatever, and I 24tii Febni^vry, is54.

can imagine nothing more effective.

I have never used any sword exercise with the men of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, thinking that it is not required ; but I have myself witnessed very many
instances of the terrible power of their cutting weapons, and those of the enemy.
Two remarkable instances occur to me which it may be well to mention.

At the battle of Meeanee, a well-mounted Belooche warrior was flourishing his

sword and challenging all comers. A sowar of the Scinde Irregular Horse rode

at him at speed, and in an instant cut the man's head off" at one blow. In the

same battle, a sowar of the Scinde Irregular Horse, riding hard at the man
opposed to him—a stout, able-bodied Belooche on foot, armed with sword and
shield—the latter was knocked violently down by the horse's shoulder, but as he lay

on his back on the ground, the Ik-looche warrior struck upwards so violent a blow
with his heavj' curved blade, that the sword cut completely through both

branches of the under jaw of the sowar's horse, and the front part of the

animal's lower jaw, with all its incisor teeth, remained hanging by a piece of

skin only.

The force of this blow appeared to me so extraordinary, that I for long

preserved the skull of the horse on which it took effect.

In my opinion it would be of very great advantage to replace the straight swords

at present in use, by the broad curved cutting blade, like those now used by the

Scinde Irregular Horse.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To Colonel Hale, Deputy Adjutant-General

of the Army, Bombay.

Sir, 27th February, 1S54.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 472, of the

2.3rd instant, to my address, with accompanying correspondence regarding the

affaii's of Kelat.

As you are already in full possession of my views and opinions on the subjects

in question, I have but few more observations to offer. It being now too late in

the season for the commencement of active operations in the field, none such

could be undertaken before the month of November next, even supposing such a

course to be necessary. But the affairs of the Kelat state will now, I trust,

undergo considerable alteration for the better.

The removal from office and power of the traitorous Wuzzeer, Mahomed
Hussan, and the taking off of the vexatious duties throughout the Kelat dominions,

appear to me to be capital moves towards a better state of things than has hitherto

existed.

The late visit of His Highness the Khan, and his interview with yourself, at

Jacobabad, will, I doubt not, prove of the greatest benefit, by confirming him in

the course he has lately commenced, and discouraging the disaffected among his

subjects.

I have no doubt that the late Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan, has been steadily

pursuing liis object from the time of his first proceedings towards Sir A. Burnes,

in 1839, till now. This object was undoubtedly to displace the present reigning

family of Kelat, and scat himself in their place.

It was, without doubt, by liis contrivance that the father of the present Khan
was ruined, and he, Mahomed Hussan, evidently intended acting in like maimer
towards the son.

Thinking apparently that the proper time had arrived, he exposed his game
too openly to mo at a personal interview, as formerly reported, w hen I called him
a traitor to his face.

His proceedings liaving been thoroughly exposed, he has now apparently fallen

without hope of recovery, and will, I trust, in future, have little power to work
mischief.

But you yourself observed, at the late p(>rsonal interview with the Khan, how
completely His Highness had been kept in ignorance of the real demerits of his

late Wuzzeer.
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27th February, 1854. His fall may cause the commencement of an era of better government for

Kelat, and if we can, by any means, cause a quiet and steady improvement

in the government of that state, such as may, before long, result in the

possession of sufficient power hy it to restrain and rule its hitherto turbulent

feudatories, such a course will doubtless be far preferable to any violent measures

whatever.

The Murrees, indeed, are troublesome neighbours, and are still as active as

ever in the predatory expeditions. Only three days ago, a body of about 2,000

of these mountaineers suddenly left the hills, and fell on the Boogtees between

Gundooee and Ooch, killed sixteen men, and carried away much cattle, driving

off their prey, and returning to their hills without a moment's delay.

As that part of the country is far beyond the British territory, and these

Boogtees are not British subjects, the continuance of such incursions may not be

held to be sufficient reason for our sending troops into the hills against the

mountain robbers, and, doubtless, with the force at my disposal, I can sufficiently

pi'otect the territory from inroad.

But when recommending the grant of pecuniary aid to the Khan of Kelat, I

hoped that by such aid and countenance we might, perhaps, enable His Highness

permanently to establish his authority over the Murrees, which might be

expected to check their lawless proceedings far more effectually than any occasional

blows, however severe, directly given by ourselves.

Circumstances have, however, considerably altered since the commencement of

our correspondence on this subject, and it seems possible that we may accomplish

the object in view by the continued quiet action of moral causes alone.

If it be found necessary or advisable hereafter to afford more direct assistance

to the Khan of Kelat, the advantage of such assistance must assuredly depend far

more on its beingr well-timed than on its amount, wherefore it would be well if

Government entrusted me with full discretionary powers to act m this matter

when and how it may seem best, as mentioned by you. One good Battalion of

Infantry, with some mountain Artillery, would be all that I should require under

any circumstances in addition to the force now at my disposal.

With regard to the Commissariat supplies for the force, I should be authorized

to make my own arrangements so as to alarm no one.

Meanwhile, as regards the Murree plunderers, no active proceedings seem to

be required in the hills at present.

I from the first informed the Boogtees that we permitted no private war, and

that, if they plundered and killed the Murrees, they, the Boogtees, were just as

much robbers and murderers as if the Murrees were our best friends. The
Boogtees, notwithstanding my repeated warnings on this head, did plunder and

slay the Murrees, who, of course, severely retaliated. There is certainly no

necessiti/ for our interference in the matter, our own territory not being invaded,

or our subjects directly injured. But much good must, it seems to me, be

accomplished among these wild but not unintelligent people, by our resolutely

setting om- faces against all private war whatever, whether against our friends

or enemies.

You are aware of what has been the effect of such principles on this frontier,

and I need not enlarge on this subject, but it seems right that I should bring to

your notice that very great evil is caused by the contrary practice close to us ia

the Punjaub districts. Muzzarees, Boogtees, &c., &c., have been there permitted,

or even encouraged, to retaUnte on the hill plunderers—a proceeding fraught

with terrible and increasing ill consequences.

So little are the principles on which we have, since 1 847, acted on the Scinde

Frontier understood by our neighbours, that, not long ago, on the occurrence of

one of these lawless attacks by the hill-men on their neighbours, the Officer

commanding at Asnee wrote to congratulate me on the success of my Boogtees

against the Murrees.

I having informed the Boogtees when they wrote to me boasting of what they

had done on the occasion in question, that had they been British subjects, or

living in British territory, I would have had them all hanged for their robbery

and murder. The principle of totally putting a stop to private warfare on this

frontier, where it once existed to such terrible extent, having been attended with

such excellent effects, it seems matter of regret that it should not be acted on

in the districts in such close contact with us as that part of the Punjaub south of
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Mittcnkote, where the same tribes exist on both sides of the border in both 27tii February, if.w.

provinces ; and the people and even the families being the same, the influence of

proceedings in one district must be more or less felt in the other.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

SiRj 4tli March, 1854.

Having, for a long series of years, carried on experiments on a large scale,

with a view to discover the best desci'iption of rifle musket for the army, and

having arrived at conclusive and, 'as it seems to me, most important results

thereby, I wish to place the knowledge which I have acquired with so much cost,

labor, and study, freely at the disposal of Government, with which view I have

the honor to forward the accompanying paper, to be dealt with in such manner

as the Board may think best for the sendee.

I have also the honor to state that I have ordered from England a pattern

rifle of the exact description recommended by me, with proper bullet-moulds, &c.,

which, on receipt, I purpose to do myself the honor of forwarding to you as a

specimen for trial, or to be disposed of as may be thought proper.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To the Secretary' to the Military Board, Bombay.

MEMORANDA on Rifle Muskets for the Army.

For many years past the writer of this paper has been engaged in making
experiments with rifled guns, with a view to determining the best weapon for a

soldier. Every species of arm has been tried by him thousands of times, and

more than twenty rifles of sorts have been made for him in the course of these

experiments. The result is now communicated in the hope of its being useful to

the public.

It was very early in these trials discovered that the two-gi'ooved rifle has

defects which render it quite unfit for the army.

If its ball be made to fit loosely, it is at liberty to roll in the direction of its

two grooves, and thus the advantage of rifling the piece is entii'ely thrown away.

If the ball be made to fit tightly, the difficulty of loading becomes a most

serious evil. The two-grooved rifle was, therefore, after trial, rejected.

The four-grooved rifle, with the ball with two bands round it (No. 1 of the

plate), was then tried, and fijund to be wholly free from the defects of the two-

grooved and poly-grooved i"ifles. Other shaped balls were also tried, but as their

use has been superseded by others of a better shape, it is not thought necessary

to describe them.

The two bands gave such a firm hold on the grooves of the barrel, that though

the ball was made so loose as to drop into the barrel, and the twist of the rifles'

grooves was made more than usual, the balls always followed the sweep of the

grooves exactly. The gun was more easy to load than even a common smooth-bored

musket, while in accuracy of performance the piece was surpassed by none

;

the balls provided for the two-grooved rifle, or the common musket-ball cartridge,

could be used for it on emergency if necessary, and the piece seemed to have such

important advantages for military purposes over the rifles in use in the army,

that the results of the experiments, &c., were placed freely at the disposal of the

Indian Government.
But the proposed four-grooved rifle was rejected by authority, for the reason

that the two-gi'ooved rifle, which was thought good enough for the Royal Army,
was jjood enoutrh for the soldiers in India.

The best nature of gun being now established, experiments were continued to

determine the best shaped ball.

All manner of forms were tried after a series of experiments carried on
diligently for many years ; the conical ball (No. 2 of the plate) proved very
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4tii March, 1834. greatly superior to all other shapes thought of up to that time. The round ball

was found of little use after 300 yards. This conical ball, though heavier than

the round ball of the same calibre in the proportion of three to two, required a

charge of powder in the inverse proportion of these weights : that is, the charge

of the round ball being three drams, that for the conical ball, with the same
range and elevation, was but two drams.

All manner of rifles were tried, both breech and muzzle loading, of every

length, weight, &c., of various twists to the grooves, and of various calibres, from

32 to 8 gauge.

The conical ball, No. 2, for long held its ground against all others. Its

advantages were overpowering, and excellent practice was made with it at 600
and even 800 yards.

The experiments had reached this point long before the Minie ball appeared,

but immediately that invention was known, great things were expected of it, and

it was tried in the fairest manner, and on a large scale.

The original Minie ball, with iron cup, is shown in figure No. 3.

After long and patient trials, for weeks together, it was found to fail

completely.

Under the most favorable circumstances, it never equalled or even approached

to the excellence of the conical ball. No. 2, and it was liable to the enormous

defect of having the iron cup blown through the ball, the resulting tube of lead

not unfrequently remaining firmly and almost immovably fixed in the barrel.

The ball had another great defect: it was cast from the foremost end, so that

the roughness left by the ingate of the mould, defects of air-holes, &c., must
occur where theform of the hall was required to be most perfect.

This ball, to our great disappointment, was then condemned ; but others,

similar as to the expansion principle, were then largely tried, of all manner of

shapes : that sho^vn at figure No. 4 was the most promising ; it was made with

projections to fit the grooves, so that its hold on the rifles was not dependent on

the expansion only ; it was cast at the hinder end. The conical fore-part gave it

great advantages in getting through the air, while the hole in the hinder part was
reduced in depth so as to avoid, as it was hoped, the chance of its being blown

into a tube.

Still this " improved " Minie ball proved on trial no way superior to the ball

No. 2, while, though no iron cups were used, still the balls occasionally were

bloATO into tubes, and thus often rendered the gun unserviceable for the time.

Figure No. 5 was then tried, and this succeeded well, having apparently some
small advantage over the conical ball. No. 2.

It will be observed that a perfect and very firm hold on the screw formed by
the rifle grooves, is given by the projections on the ball, quite independently of

the action of the expansion pi'inciple, while the conical hollow at the back part of

the ball gives sufficient expansion to close all vrindage when the piece is fired,

however loose the ball may be when inserted in loading.

The hold on the grooves of the gun being so great, even with the ball quite

loose, it was found that the twist of the rifles could be increased to any extent

required, without the least danger of what is technically termed " stripping "

—

that is, the ball being driven through the barrel without followmg the sweep of

the grooves. The rifles were therefore made with the grooves, taking one whole

turn in twenty-four inches of length, and this twist is found to answer admirably.

The shape of the ball being found to have such gi-eat influence on the

resistance of the air to its flight, and the twist of the rifles being found of full

power to keep the point of the ball foremost with unerring certainty even in the

longest ranges, the form of the ball was still further studied, till that of Figure

No. 6 was finally adopted ; and this shape, after hundreds of thousands of experi-

ments, proves to be quite perfect : some of the results obtained are most curious.

For instance : the weights of the balls Nos. 1, 2, and 6, are very nearly in the

proportion to each other of the numbers 2, 3, and 4, but the charges of powder
required for them, wnth the same elevation, are in the inverse ratio of their

weights ; so much is the resistance of the air reduced by the shape of the ball,

that No. 6, being double the weight of No. 1 , requires only one-half of its charge

of powder

!

The ball No. 6 is perfectly and accurately effective up to 1,200 yards, and
probably to much greater distances. The effect of its shape in overcoming the
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resistance of the air is so great, that its progressive velocity after a flight of 1,200 4tii March, i8.)4.

yards is but very little reduced ; and even at 1,400 yards' distance, or further,

the percussion shells of this shape burst well.

These percussion rifle shells constitute the most formidable missile ever

invented by man. They are perfectly simple and safe in use, and when properly

made, cannot be injured by time, weather, &c.

The great reduction of the resistance of the air to projectiles of this shape,

enable us with the usual initial velocity to reduce the elevation required for long

ranges so much that the frround between the rifleman and his mark becomes no
longer safe by reason of the high curve of the flight of the projectile, and errors

in judging of distance become in proportion of less serious importance.

Judging from our practice at Jacobabad, it seems certain that two good
riflemen, so armed, could, in ten minutes, annihilate the best Field-Battery of

Artillery now existing. The shells are formed as shown in the figure : a copper

tube of proper size and shape, filled with percussion powder in the usual way, is

thrust into a deep opening cast in the fore end of the ball. The tube is first

dipped in melted resin, " kitt," or such like cement, so that it cannot ever become
loose ; the ramrod end is hollowed, so as to press wholly on the lead in loading.

All otiier particulars will be apparent from the figure.

The peculiar form of the hinder end gives the shells also the advantage of

the expansion principle.

The annexed table of times of flight, &c., is curious. The initial velocity

appears to be but little reduced in the long ranges. The numbers in the table

are the mean of hundreds of experiments.

It seems evident that, if the arms above described be supplied to our soldiers,

their power would be increased at least four-fold. The army which should flrst

adopt these weapons would thereby obtain an advantage equal to that of the

exclusive possession of fire-arms a century ago. One effect of these would be

that the whole of our field artillery must become totally useless.

The guns must be rifled also ; in which case Shrapnell shells of the shape of

figure Xo. 6 would be fully effective at distances of 5,000 yards or more.

For common shot, the hold on the rifle gi'ooves could be given by a wooden
bottom, formed with proper projections to fit the gi-ooves, and fixed to the shot

by a square tenon cast on the latter, and a mortice through the wood.

The twist of the grooves might be one whole turn in forty-five diameters.

This plan is, it is understood, being tried at Woolwich, on the suggestion of

the Author of this paper. The thing was freely offered to the Indian service, but

no notice was taken of it.

The subject, however, appears to be one of vast importance, and with regard

to it wonderful ignorance seems to exist.

The.exact description of rifle recommended for use throughout the army is as

follows :

—

Single barrel, 24 gauge, 30 inches long, 4 grooved
;

grooves to take one

complete turn in the length of the barrel. Weight of gun, inclusive of sword,

about ten pounds.

Case-hardened iron mountings ; balls of the shape of figure No. 6, made to

fit quite loosely and easily into the barrel, with a patch round them.

Charge of powder, two drams ; folding and sliding sight accurately marked
and engraved for 100 yards up to 1,500 inclusive.

Mainspring of lock connected with tumbler by link, half-cock little above

nipple. Outer end of ramrod to have a brass head bored hollow, exactly to fit

the smaller end of the balls.

The substitution of case-hardened mountings for brass will be a great improve-

ment ; for, as it is, the brass about the Rifleman's arms can be seen flashing

through the jungle in the sunshine, at a distance of several miles.

The reduction of the bore to 24 gauge implies no reduction of the weight of

the ball, which will weigh a little more than the present musket-ball—namely,

about 1 oz. 5 drams.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major.
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[Copy.]

No. 2,389 of 1854.

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the zetii Jiay. 18.54.

Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 26th May, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

With reference to the Government Circular, No. 712, dated the 11th inst.,*

and particularly to the injunctions in its 2nd paragraph, I am directed by the

Right Honble. the Governor in Council to request that, if you have not already

despatched to this Government, and to Sir Henry Lawrence, the narratives of

British relations with the Native States within the sphere of your Political

Superintendence, you will lose no further time in complying with that requisition.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 26th May, 1854.

No. 1,649 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier of 7th May. 18.54.

Upper Scinde, with a request that all reports due may he transmitted as soon as

possible.

(Signed) A. F. BELLASIS,
Officiating for the Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 7th May, 1854.
o

[Copies.]

No. 712 of 1854.

[Circular.]

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the luii lebruary. 1854

Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 11th February, 1854.

Sir,

With reference to the Government Circular, copy of which is annexed.

No. 2,458, dated the 13th October, 1843, I am directed by the Right Honble.

the Governor in Council, to transmit to you copy of a circular letter, dated the

16th January, No. 345 of 1854, addressed by the Officiating Under Secretary to

the Government of India, to the Political Officers mider the Supreme Government,
and, in accordance with the orders therein conveyed, to request that you will

forward to this Government narratives of British relations with the Native states

within the sphere of your Political Superintendence, completed to the e7id of 1853,

transmitting a copy thereof to Sir Henry Lawrence, the Governor-General's

Agent for the States of Rajpootana.

2nd. You are enjoined not to delay their transmission beyond the 1st May, 1854.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

Bombay Castle, llth February, 1854.

• Slioiild be, llth February last. The date of this letter is probably a clerical error.
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No. 2,458 of 1843.

ith n-bruary, 1854. POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
To

Sir,

I am directed by the Honble. the Governor in Council to transmit to you

copy of a letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of India in the

Foreign Department, dated the 9th ultimo, No. 694, and of the two circular

orders therewith transmitted, and to request that you will be pleased to prepare

with the gi-eatest care, and forward to this Government, xvith tlie least possible

delai/, a report of the nature required by the Right Honble. the Governor-General

in Council.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) J. P. WILLOUGHBY,

Bombay Castle, 13th October, 1843.

Secretary to Government.

(True copy.)

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretary.

No. 694 of 1843.

From W. Edwards, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government of India, to

L. R. Reid, Esquire, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. Fort

William, the 9th September, 1843.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

By direction of the Governor-General in Council, I have the honor to

transmit, for the information of the Honble. the Governor in Council, the

accompanying copy of a circular letter, issued under this date, and of the pre\dous

one of the 17th October, 1833, therein referred to, and to request that similar

information may be obtained, as early as possible, from the Officers under the

control of your Government, and furnished to me for submission to His Lordship

in Council.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. EDWARDS,
Under Secretary to the Government of India.

Fort William, the 9th September, 1843.

[Copy.]

No. 692.

[Circular.]

To

Sir,

With reference to the circular letter of the 17th October, 1833, regarding

the enlargement and completion of the plan of Major Sutherland's sketch

of our political relations with Native states, I am directed by the Governor-

General in Council to request that you will submit a revised copy of the reply

made to that call, with the narrative of events brought down to the present

time.

1st. A clear and succinct statement of the circumstances and considerations

which led to the formation of our treaties or engagements, from the earliest period

of our connection with the state or states within the sphere of your Political
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Superintendence, as also to any subsequent modification of such treaties or engage- nth February, iss*.

ments, and you will give a particular account of subsisting treaties of whatever
description.

2nd. The history of the Reigning Family, age of the present Chief, name and
condition of the Heir apparent, noticing any peculiarity or local custom that may
exist, in respect to the order of succession.

3rd. A specification of the boundaries of each state, with an outline sketch map
of the same. Under this head may be given a brief account of the climate, general

features, and productions of the state, as also the rivers and roads which pass

through it.

4th. The revenues and disbursements, with the amount of tribute paid, in

whatever shape, to the British Government, and any engagements that may exist

with other neighbouring states in regard to the farming of portions of territory

or otherwise.

.5th. The object, formation, and constitution of any local or contingent corps

that may exist ; when raised, from what sources paid, and the limits within which
it is bounded to serve.

6th. The strength, organization, and character of native force not under British

control, with an account of the system of police which obtains, especially with

reference to the preservation of peace and security of property on the borders of

contiguous states, and the sum contributed, if any, towards the maintenance of

the general police of the country.

I have, &e.,

(Signed) W. EDWARDS,
Under Secretarv to Government of India.

Fort William, the ^th September, 1843.

(True copv.)

(Signed) W. E. EDWARDS,
Under Secretary to the Government of India.

[Circular.]

To

Sir,

I am directed to transmit, for your information, a printed copy of a sketch,

drawn up by Major Sutherland, of the history of our relations with the different

allied states.

2. In the opinion of the Right Hon. the Governor-General in Council, it is

an object of paramount importance to collect and place on the Records of

Government a history of the leading events which have occurred in each of the

protected and allied states since the period of our first connection with them,

observing particular reference to the course of policy pursued towards them by
the Supremo (Tovemmcnt, and aiming to place its general result in a clear point

of riew ; and I am, therefore, directed to request that you will enlarge and
complete the plan of Major Sutherland's sketch as far as it relates to the states

under vour political superintendence, taking for the basis of the work the ample
information to be found in the records of your office, to which may be addetl

intelli'rence derived from other authentic sources, and anv observations which vou
mav think proper to make upon the general character and tendency of the events

narrated. It is not intended that this work shoidd interfere with the current or

other more urgent duties of your office, [but it may be taken up from time To be aiWressci to

to time, and gradually accomplished as leisure permits, and the history of a
havc*^ more'^uLi "me

single state should be first completed and submitted for approval, in order that state muier their I'o-

it mav serve as a model for the rest, after the requisite alteratitms have been ^^H
S"P6''"'t«^n -

made.]

[The preparation of this work will form an appropriate duty for your assistant, to be addressed to

and besides contributinsr to the formation of a valuable national record, he will *'"'*"' "''" ]'^"-''' ""^'

or more ussisttints

acquire, in the course of the researches it will be necessary for him to make,

much information that will be useful to him in his after career, and by a comparison
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iti. Feiiniary. 1854. of the effects of the policy which has at different times been pursued towards

diflFerent states, an excellent opportunity will be afforded him of forming a correct

judgment on the important subject of our foreign relations.]

3. I have been, at the same time, desired to apprise you that you are not to

consider these sketches as a published work, but to record them as a secret

document of your office.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) W. H. MACNAUGHTEN,
Secretary' to the Government of India.

Fort William, the \7th October, 1833.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) W. EDWARDS,
Under Secretary to the Government of India.

(True Copies.)

. (Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Secretarv.

[Copy.]

No. 345.

[ Circular. ]

With reference to the circular letters of the 17th October, 1833, and 9th

September, 1843, I am directed by the Honorable the President in Council to

request that you will forward to Sir Henry Lawrence, the Governor-General's

Agent for the States of Rajpootana, narratives of the relations of this Government
with the native states within the sphere of your political superintendence

completed to the end o/'1853 : you are enjoined not to delay their transmission

beyond the 1st May, 1854.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) J. W. DALRYMPLE,
Officiating Under Secretarv to the

Government of India.

Fort William, the iQth January, 1854.

(True copv.)

(Signed)
'

J. W. DALRYMPLE,
Officiating Under Secretary to the

Government of India.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) A. MALET,
Chief Seci'etar>\

No. 466 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier,

with a request that he will furnish the required report with regard to the native

states within the sphere of his political superintendence with the least possible

delay.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner s Office, Jacohabad, ^ Commissioner in Scinde.

2\st February, 1854.
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[Copy.]

From Brigadier Cavaye, Commanding in Upper Scinde and Inspecting Officer, nth March, 1 85+.

to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Scinde Division Army.

Camp, Shikarpoor, Wth March, 1854.

Sir,

In obedience to instructions contained in your letter, No. 163 of 1854, I

have taken the inspection of the 1st and 2nd Regiments of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, and I have the honor to report that the whole Corps is in the highest state

of efficiency.

The corps was commanded by Major J. Jacob, C.B., and Lieutenants

Merewether and Briggs, seconds in command, commanded their respective

Regiments.

The movements were well combined, and rapidly and accurately executed.

Squadrons and Troops were ably commanded by the Native Officers, and Non-
commissioned Officers smart and intelligent. All ranks were well driUed, and
appear to be well acquainted with their duties.

The arms and equipments are of the best description, and in excellent order.

The horses are of a good and serviceable class, and in good condition.

The Corps is in every respect complete, and for every vacancy of a private many
candidates present themselves. No man is admitted on the list of Omedwars,
then in hope and expectation of being enlisted, wdthout first showing that he is a

good rider, and, in many instances, are at drill and fit for the ranks before they

enter the service.

That the frontier is, in every way, well protected, and that the outposts are

vigilant and active, is best sho^\'n by the fact that, although many attempts have

been made, in no instance have the marauders had the slightest success. The
greatly increasing town of Jacobabad, the recent census of which gave a population

of more than eleven thousand souls (troops inclusive) is a convincing proof of

the confidence of the people, and the security they feel of protection.

The high merit of Major Jacob, and the celebrity of the corps under his

command, is too well knowm to require me to enter into this subject, but this has

the effect of leading one to form great expectations of its state and discipline. An
inspection of it, in my opinion, will fuUy confirm this expectation, and that it

would only have been brought about by a happy combination of the highest

qualities in the Commander.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. CAVAYE, Brigadier,

Inspecting Officer.

SiRj 17tli March. ls.-,4.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,145, of the

7th March, 1854, to my address, with accompanying copy of petition from Syud
Meer, late Sowar of the Scinde Irregular Horse.

As directed, I have the honor to report that, from the first existence of the

corjis, as soon as it was supplied with arms, &c., of uniform pattern, tlie rule was

established in the Scinde Irregular Horse that able-bodied men, demanding their

discharge without good reason, should not be allowed to take with them, nor to

receive back the price of, their regimental clothing, arms, and accoutrements, but

that these should be returned into regimental store as the property of the

regiment.

To prevent any misunderstanding, or pretence of misunderstanding on this

subject, I directed, in 1846, that this order should be read -out and explained to

every Recruit on his enlistment, and this has alwavs been done since that time.

When the Recruit appears before me to be registered, the order above mentioned

is read to him at orderly room, in my presence, and that of the European and
Native Officers of the Regiment. Each man fully understands, and signifies his

assent to the rule in question, on entering the service.

The arrangement is found to work well and satisfactorily to all parties. It

affords some advantage as an additional security for the good conduct of
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i:tii March. 1854. Bliargheers ; it gives them a greater interest and stake in the service, and tends,

in some degree, to keep out bad characters, and thereby strengthens the weak

point of the Silidar system.

The man, Syud Meer, now petitioning, retm-ned from furlough in November,

1853 ; he again applied for furlough in January last, and was of course refused
;

on which the man demanded his discharge, when I ordered him to be discharged

accordingly, in R. O., dated 6th January, 1854, " under the provisions of

Regimental Order of the l6th October, 1846."

Before receiving his discharge certificate, the man was questioned by me,

publicly, at orderly room, as to whether he had any claims unsettled, &c., and on

his acknowledgment that he had none, the discharge certificate was filled in and

signed.

This course is always followed, in every instance of discharge from the Scinde

Irregular Horseo
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To Colonel Hale, Deputy Adjutant Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse

General of the Army, Bombay.

[Copy.]

No. 99 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

'""' ^^"'i'' '85^- From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honble. Lord Elphinstone,

G.C.H., Governor and Pi-esident in Council, Bombav. Dated 20th March,

1854.

My Lord,
In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter, as per

No. 5,146, of 3rd Decern- margin, I havc the honor to
_
state, in submitting the

ber. Regarding salary and accompanviug copy of a Communication from Major Jacob,

tfiiJorTacob."^''''^"''''^ Political Superintendent on the Frontier, that I can add

.,.^ ^ .. .„ T little or nothing to what I have, on so many former
No. 5, of 5th January, . i

^
i , i • i -.., i - j ,• i

i854.on the above subject, occasions, and vcry lately, in paragraphs /3 and /4 oi the

No. 90, dated the 20th letter noted in the margin, stated, regarding my sense of the
March. On the Finances yalue of Major Jacob's Services, and of the necessity for

assigning to him suitable remuneration for them, and I feel

assured that I may now safely leave his case to the justice and liberality of your

Lordship in Council.

I have &c.

(Signed) il. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 20t]i March, 1854.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 73 and 74 of a letter, No. 90, dated the 20th

March, 1854, from the Commissioner in Scinde.

Para. 73.—In the Political Department there is only one ofiice of importance,

and for that I have proposed a very moderate amount of salary, not exceeding

that of the lower grades of political agents in India. As regards this ofiice, I

cannot urge the inefiiciency of past performance of the duty, as a reason for now
inci'casing the salary, owing to the very peculiar idiosyncrasy of the incumbent,

who has for some years performed the duty in the most efficient manner possible,

not only without salary, but at the cost of a very considerable sacrifice of private

means.

Para. 74.—Without, for one moment, undervaluing a class of motives at once

the most powerful as well as most honorable which can infiuence a public servant,

yet, on the principle that every laborer is worthy of his hire, and that in the well
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ordered admininistration of India, an approximate salaiy is assigned to each 2otii March, 1854.

specific public duty, I would advocate the grant of the salary I have
recommended.

No. 884 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copy and extract forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, C.B.,

Political Superintendent on the Frontier, in reference to my letter. No. 766, of

21st March.
(Signed) R. ELLIS,

Assistant-Commissioner in charge Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee,

3lsf March, 1854.

No. 1,543.

From Lieutenant-Colonel H. Hancock, Adjutant-General of the Army, to the istii March, 18j4.

Officer Commanding Scinde Division of the Army.

Sir,

I have submitted to the Commander-in-Chief, Major-General Sir H.
Somerset's letter. No. 280, of the 2nd instant, with accompanying communication
from Major J. Jacob, Commanding the Scinde Irregular Horse.

The Commander-in-Chief, I am to state, never supposed that Major Jacob had
been actuated by unworthy motives in writing the paper referred to in the Major-

General's letter under acknowledgment ; but that the circumstance did not

render it the less His Excellency's duty to censure the serious breach of discipline

committed by Major Jacob in giving publication to remarks containing comments
upon the system of Army Government established by his superiors, and tending

at once to lower the Native Army in public estimation, to excite ill-feeling and
discontent in its ranks.

The Commander-in-Chief remains impressed with the conviction that the

censure passed upon Major Jacob in General Order of the 11th ultimo is

perfectly just, and was imperatively called for; His Loi'dship, therefore, cannot

accede to that Officer's solicitation to be relieved from it.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. HANCOCK, Licut.-Colonel,

Adjutant-General of the Army.
Head Quarters, Bombay, 2bth March, 1854.

(True copy.)

(Signed) H. S. PELLY, Captain,

Acting Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Armv.

No. 409 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant-Generars Office, Kurrachee,
bth April, 1854.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding in Upper Scinde, Jacobabad. sth April, 1834.

Sir,

I am directed to transmit for your information copy of a despatch from the

Hon. the Court of Directors, No. 9, dated 8th February, 1854.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General.

A A
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5th April, 1854. COPY OF A DESPATCH from the Hon. the Court of Directors, No. 9,

dated 8th February, 1854.

Para. 1.—Our attention has been called to a letter addressed to the Editor of

The Times, sig-ned " John Jacob, Scinde Horse," in which the writer denounces

as having ruined the efficiency of the Native Army, the Regimental System
established in the year 1 796, the Articles of War framed under the authority of

the Legislature, and the general system of discipline established by the orders of

Government.
2nd.—Any Officer in the service is at liberty, and, indeed, in many cases is

bound in duty, to communicate confidentially to the Commander-in-Chief of the

army to which he belongs, the opinions he may entertain on points affecting the

discipline or efficiency of the troops ; but he is not at liberty to denounce publicly

the system established by the Legislature and by the Government he serves :

such conduct is entirely subversive of discipline, is calculated to excite discontent

and insubordination in the army, and we cannot express in too strong terms our

disapprobation of the course which appears to have been taken on the present

occasion.

3rd.—We have now resolved to instruct you to call upon Major Jacob to state

whether the publication above mentioned is authentic ; should his reply be in the

affirmative, you will communicate to him our marked disapprobation of his

conduct, and warn him that a repetition of it will subject him to removal from
the service.

4th.—A copy of this despatch will, as usual, be forwarded to the Supreme
Government, who will be instructed to publish such orders on the subject

generally as may be required to prevent similar misconduct on the part of any

other Officer.

(True copy.)

(Signed) T. MAUGHAN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.

(True copy.)

(Signed) J. HALE, Lieut.-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

(True copy.)

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.

No. 424 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant- General's Office, Kurrachee,

IZth April, 1854.

iDtii April, 1854. To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding in Upper Scinde, Jacobabad.

Sir,

I am desired to transmit to you herewith, a Star of the 2nd Class of the

Order of British India, for presentation to Russuldar Shaik Abdool Nubbee, of

the 1st Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse, appointed to that distinction by the

Government of India, and to request, that on the occasion of the Star being

presented, you will give the ceremony every eclat and publicity, by assembling

the troops at Jacobabad, and having the object of the ceremony clearly explained

to them.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.



SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 179

No. 3,996.

From Lieutenant-Colonel IL Hancock, Adjutant-General of the Army, to aotii November, isis.

Alajor J. Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

Sir,

I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to inform you that, in considera-

tion of the long, faithful, and honorable service of Russuldar Shaik Abdool
Nubbee, of the 1st Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse, as reported in the

Dcscrii)tivc Roll of Native Officers, dated the 1st May last. His Excellency has

had much pleasure in recommending the Russuldar to Government for a])point-

ment to the 2nd class of the Order of British India, to fill a vacancy ; which I

am to request the favor of your communicating to the Russuldar.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. HANCOCK, Lieut.-Colonel,

Adjutant-General of the Army,
Adjutant- General's Office, Head Quarters,

Poona, SOth November, 1853.

No. 179.

From P. Melvili., Esquire, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to H. B. E. istu April, isj4.

Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated Lahore, 15th April, 1854.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

With reference to the correspondence marginally noted, and the suggestion

of Major Jacob, Commanding on the Scinde Frontier, that
From Commissioner in in liV. -u iixui

ScinJc, No. 1,327, dated ^o <>ii6 DC allowed to Dear amis anywhere near that boraer,
uth Novetuber, 1853, with without permission in writino- from the Commissioner or

Deputy Commissioner of the district, I informed you in

my letter. No. 395, of the 3rd December, that the Chief Commissioner was
about to visit the Derajat, and wished, until then, to defer coming to any

decision in the matter. The Chief Commissioner has now had the advantage

of seeing this countrv, and making himself acquainted with its peculiarities and
the hal)its and customs of its inhabitants. He has also personally consulted the

Officers in charge of the frontier districts.

2. The nearest station to the Scinde Frontier is Mittenkote, where two
civil Officers are stationed ; and the distance between the two points cannot be
less than 70 miles.* An order which prohibited the people from bearing-

arms without a permission in writing from these Officers (which, to be of any
value, must be preceded by some inquiry into the character and hal)its of the

applicant), would be tantamount to a general prohibition against bearing arms.

3. But the inhabitants of the hills, who prey on the ])eople of the Derajat, are

in close proximity to thcin, our military posts are placed at long intervals, and
their garrisons are numerically weak ; so that, without the aid and co-operation

of the people, it would not be practicable to defend the country from plunder.

4. There does not exist any real obstacle, beyond the resistance which the

people can offer, to the hill men passing between our posts and plundering to a

considerable distance in the rear. These robbers are usually back again into

tlie liills before the garrisons of the posts can muster in sufficient force to ojjjiose

tlu'ui. This has often been the case, even under the present system. It would
become still more difficult to defend the ])eople if prohibited from carrying arms.

5. As a general rule, the villages of the Derajat are situated at a considerable

distance from the hills, probably from six to ten miles. The whole face of the

country, especially in the southern Derajat, excejit in the vicinity of the Indus,

is utterlv destitute of water and foraiic. For both these necessities of life, the

cattle have to go to the lands close under the hills, and it is essential for their

security that the herdsmen be well armed.

* Tlierc are four posts belonging to the Punjaub, between Mittenkote and the Scinde frontier.

The nearest is at Kin, twenty miles from Kusmore.
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istii April, 18)4. 6. For thesG reasons, the Chief Commissioner would not wish to prohibit the

people from bearing arms. On the contrary, he would incite and encourage

them to go well armed, so as to resist the hill men. But as he also desires to

co-operate, as far as possible, vrith the Scinde authorities, he will direct the issue

of a proclamation forbidding the people of the Derajat entering the Scinde border

with arms in their hands, and explaining that, by infringing this order, they

will be liable to lose their arms and suffer such punishment as is laid down by the

rules in force within that territory.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) P. MELVILL,
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner.

Lahore, \bth April, 1854.

No. 463 of 1854.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
"

True copy forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent on

the Frontiei", in reference to his letter. No. 276, dated 7th November, 1853.

(Signed) A. F. BELLASIS,
Officiating for the Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 6th May, 1854.

[Copies.]

No. 151 of 1854.

utii iM;iy, 1854. From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretai*y to the Government of Bombaj^, to

A. F. Bellasis, Esquire, Assistant-Commissioner in Scinde, in Charge.

Dated 6th May, 1854.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Plonorable the Governor in Council to forward

to you copy of a letter from Mr. Secretary Grant, dated the 26tli ultimo, No. 53,

and to request that you will immediately obtain from Major Jacob, and forward

to me, the information called for in paragraph 6.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 6th May, 1854.

No. 53.

From J. P. Grant, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India, to H. L.
Anderson, Esquire, Acting Secrctarv to the Government of Bombay.
Dated Fort William, the 26th April, 1854.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the

8th instant. No. 43, forwarding a copy of a letter from the Commissioner of

Scinde, i-eporting the particulars of a recent interview with the Khan of Kelat,

and of a communication from Major Jacob, relative to the affairs of that chief.

2. In reply, I am directed by the Governor-General in Council to state that

the Government of Bombay will hereafter be addressed respecting the proposals

on which instructions are asked. At present, the Government of India does not

desire to carry them into effect.

3. The attention of His Lordship in Council has been drawn to certain

passages in the letter of Major Jacob. In paragraph 16, that Officer says:

—

" Much good must, it seems to me, be accomplished among these wild, but not
" unintelligent people, by our resolutely setting our faces against all private war
" whatever, whether against our friends or enemies." Major Jacob then proceeds,
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in paragraph 17, to state:—"But it seems right that I should bring to vour tith May, i8S4.

" notice that very great evil is caused by the contrary practice close to us in the
" Punjaub Districts. Muzzarees, lioogtees, &c., &c., have there been permitted
" or rather encouraged to ' retaUate ' on the hill plunderers ; a proceeding fraught

"with terrible and increasing ill consequences." In the 18th paragraph, Major
Jacob illustrates this statement by narrating how he, not long ago, received a
letter from the Officer commanding at Asnee, congratulating him on the successful

attack of the Boogtecs on the Alurrees.

4. The Governor-General in Council has, very recently, signed a General
Order, issued by the s])ecial instruitions of the Court of Directors, pronouncing

a severe censure upon Major Jacob, for the publication of opinions in which he
denounces the Military System " established by the Government he serves." His
Lordship in Council regrets to perceive that this Officer has now thought proper

to denounce to his superior Officer, in official record, the policy which he asserts

is pursued by the Supreme Government of India in the frontier districts of the

Punjaub.

5. With the private letters which may pass between two Officers, the Government
of India has no concern, and will take no cognizance of them. But when direct

and injurious allegations against the public policy of the Government, or against

the ccmduct of its Servants, are officially advanced, the Officer who advances them
shall be held severely to account.

6. His Lordship in Council requests, therefore, that Major Jacob be required,

without delay, to furnish the proofs of his assertion.

1st.—That in the Punjaub Districts, close to Scinde, a policy is pursued
contrary to the policy which sets its face against all private war, whether against

our friends or enemies.

2nd.—That the Muzzarees, Boogtees, &c., &c., have, in those districts, been
" permitted, or even encouraged, to ' retaliate ' on the hill plunderers."

I have, &e., &c.,

(Signed) J. P. GRANT,
Fort WUliam, the 26th April, 1854. Secretary to the Government of India.

(True copv.)

(Signed)
'

II. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

No. 1,367 of 1854.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to Major Jacob, with a request that he will furnish the

information called for by the Government of India.

(Signed) A. F. BELLASIS,
Officiating for the Commissioner in Scinde.

Commis.siouers Office, Kiirrachee, \5th May, 1854.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 3, from a Resolution bv the Honl)le. Board, iki. M;.y, i854.

dated 26th April, 1854.

Para. 3.—Resolved, that the fact of there having, as reported by Major Jacob
in paragraph 20, been an entire absence, during the years 1852 and 1853, of any
criminal or other charges, requiring investigation by that Officer, against a single

individual of the Doombkee and Jekranee tribes located on the borders of Upper
Scinde, is satisfactory.

No. 1,371 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
True Extract forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent

on the Frontier.

(Signed) A. F. BELLASIS,
Officiating for the Connuissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrnchee, \bth May, 1854.
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20tli April, 1854. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 261, of the

17th April, 1854, to my address, and to forward the accompanpng Embarkation
Return in triplicate, as thei'ein directed.

I have the honor to explain, that the numbers shown therein are those of the

followers actually present with the detachment, and which are necessary to its

efficiency.

The object of this detachment proceeding to Poona being, that His Lordship

the Commander-in-Chief may see a portion of the Scinde Irregular Horse
complete and ready for service in every respect.

The details were, by His Lordship's orders, expressly left to me, and I consider

the presence with the troop of a proper number of Lascars, Bheestees, Bazar
establishment, and Artificers, as essentially necessary to its efficiency in the field.

Wherefore I have the honor to request that passage may be provided for every

man and beast borne on this return. When, if Government should hereafter

decide that any individuals may not be entitled to a free passage, the amount
due on this account can easily be recovered from the regiment.

I have the honor to report, as directed, that the troop marched from Jacobabad,

en route to Kurrachee, with orders to proceed via Larkana, Sehwan, and Kotree,

and may be expected to reach Kurrachee about the 20th May next, but the great

rise of the river which has lately occurred, may render a change in this route

necessary, and possibly delay the arrival of the detachment at Kurrachee a few days.

The reports which will bo forwarded to you, by the Officer commanding the

detachment, will keep you informed in this respect.

I have the honor herewith to forward, in duplicate, another report of departure,

as called for in yom* letter under reply.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) J. JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse,

and in Upper Scinde.

To Captain Evans, Deputy Quarter-Master-General

Scinde Division Army, Kurrachee.

No. 691 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant- GeneraTs Office,

Kurrachee, ^rd June, 1854.

ird.Tuno. 1854. To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding in Upper Scinde, Jacobabad.

• Sir,

I am desired to forward, for your information, copy of a letter, No. 2,524, of

the 27th ultimo, from the Adjutant-General of the Army.
I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 2,524.

From Lieutenant-Colonel H. Hancock, Adjutant-General of the Army, to Major-

General Sir H. Somerset, K.C.B. and K.H., Commanding Scinde Division

Army, Kurrachee.

Sib,

With reference to the Inspection Report for 1853-54, of the 1st and 2nd

Reoimcnts Scinde Irregular Horse, I am directed to communicate the Com-

mander-in-Chief's satisfaction at the very favorable report made by Brigadier

Cavaye of these Corps, commanded during the past year by Major Jacob.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) II. HANCOCK, Lieut.-Colonel,

Adjutant- GeneraFs Office, Head Quarters, Adjutant-General of the Army.

Mahahleswar, 21th May, 1854.
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No. 502 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant- Generars Office, Kurrachee,
26fh April, 1854.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commandmg in Upper Scinde, Jacobabad. 26th AprU, 1S54.

Sir,

In acknowled<>ing the receipt of your letter, No. 82, of the 22nd instant, I

am desired to acquaint you that Major-General Sir H. Somerset quite concurs

in your opinion of the advisability of having the Frontier Command separate and
distinct from that of Shikarpoor, but that there are obstacles to any change at

l)rcsent, which may I'cnder Government unwilling to entertain a proposal of this

nature.

The Major-General, however, will transmit your letter, and strongly

recommend it to favorable consideration.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 824 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant- General 's Office,

Kurrachee, 1st Julj/, 1854.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding the Frontier, Jacobabad. ist July, is.w.

Sir,

I am directed to transmit for your information copy of letter No. 2,777, of

the 21st ultimo, from the Adjutant-General, and to request you will in future

report direct to Divisional Head Quarters.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 2,777.

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. Hale, Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of the 21st June. 1 854.

Army, to Major-General Sir H. Somerset, K.C.B. and K.H., Commanding
Scinde Division.

Sir,

In continuation of the letter from this Department, No. 2,233, of the 11th

ultimo, I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to inform you that the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council has sanctioned the alterations recommended
in the present arrangements with respect to the Commands in Upper Scinde

and Hydrabad, subject to the approval of the Government of India.

That part of the alteration which proposes the separation of the Frontier

Command from that of the Brigade in U])per Scinde, is to be at once carried into

effect ; and the station of Jacol)a])ad will accordingly cease to be included in the

latter command from the date of the receipt of this order at Shikarjjoor.

The other alterations are not to be carried into effect until approved by the

Government of India.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) J. HALE, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.
Adjutant- General's Office, Head Quarters,

Poona, 2\st June, 1854.

(True copy.)

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.
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28tli July, 1854. SiR,

Bv favor of the Collector of Shikarpoor, Ij have to-day seen and perused

a printed volume of " Selections from the Records of the Government of India,

No. 2, Punjaub Report."

On other occasions, I have been officially supplied, by your order, with copies

of such reports for my office, but this one I have not so received.

In this volume, I find at page 40, paragraph 133, the following passage :

—

Tiieir duties com- " 133. Aided by 400 Infantry, the Cavalry detachment, in all 800 strong (of

the'^^'sdnde "irregu-
" ^vhich the troopers receive only 20 rupees per mensem), almost entirely hold

lar Horse. ° " and protect the Derajat Frontier line 300 (three hundred) miles long, and
" distant on an average only six miles from the hills, whence the robber hordes
" come pom-ing dovni ; while the Scinde Horse, 1,400 strong (of which each
" each man receives 30 rupees per mensem), guard a frontier only 70 miles long,

" and that distant generally 30 miles from the hills. The Eusufzye Frontier,

" from Toongee, on the Swat River, dow-n to Pehoor, on the Indus, is of the

" same length as the Scinde line from Kusmore to Khanghur ; and yet the

" former is patrolled and defended by the Guide Corps, 800 strong, including both
" cavalry and infantry. In neither case are the supports taken into considera-

" tion. Our Derajat line is supported by the Cavalry of Dehra Ismael Khan,
" Asnee, Dehra Ghazee Khan, and Bunnoo, and the Scinde line by those of Sukkur
" and Shikarpoor. The duty thus imposed upon the Punjaub Cavalry is

" arduous, and several Commandants have expressed their opinion that the

" present high state of efficiency of their regiments cannot be maintained under
" such constant toil and exposure."

On this passage I beg leave to offer the following remarks :

—

The Scinde Frontier, guarded by the Scinde Irregular Horse under my
command, extends from Chandia Hills to the Indus above Kusmore, near

IMittree. The distance is detailed below—the names given being those of the

frontier outposts and head-quarters.

From the Chandia Hills to Dost Ali
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With regard to the proximity of the hills, the fact is, that this is a vcrv groat 2Stii July. is54.

advantage. The niouutaineers, the very hest of them, are contemptible in the

plain ; but when, to reach them, the cavalry has to make a weary march of 50 or

60 miles through a desert, constant toil and exposure are, indeed, necessary to

success.

In former days, when I had posts at Shahpoor, Chutter, Poolajee, Koomree,
&c., close to the hills, fewer men sufficed for the work. At present, our frontier

line is only at its extremities near the hills, the distance from which generally is

about sixty miles. The most fonnidable plundering tribes are, however, not the
mountaineers, but those of the plains. The Doombkees, Jekranees, Rumdanees,
Kosahs, Booi'dces, Muzzarecs, &c., &c., are all inhabitants of the plains of

Cutchee and Scinde, and it was these, and not the mountaineers, who formerly

laid waste the whole border country.

Even now, the Muzzarees living within our own border in the Punjaub,
between Mittenkote and Kusmore, are the worst marauders in the whole country.

These men still continually plunder in the British territory on the left bank of

the Indus (which they cross cleverly and habitually on skins), in the

Bhawulpoor country, and occasionally in the hills. Only a few weeks ago a gang of

these ^luzzarees, fully armed, was committing depredations in the Gotkee district.

Within the Scinde border similar practices formerly prevailed on a very large

scale, but these have been for many years totally put a stop to, and since 1848
no man has been allowed to bear arms.

Under the arrangements carried out on the Scinde border, whole tribes,

amounting to many thousands of men, whose sole or chief occupation formerly

was plunder, have been actually reclaimed from their evil habits, and have long-

since become useful and industrious members of society.

The labors, then, of the Scinde Irregular Horse have, at least, been attended
with complete and permanent success: the frontier has not only been guarded bv
the corps, but our foes have been converted to friends, and the robber tribes to

peaceful subjects.

The constant toil and exposure necessary in the first instance to produce these

results are now no longer requisite, and where proper principles are followed out

such must always be the effect.

But the Scinde Irregular Horse have not only held and quieted the frontier

without aid or support from any other soui'ce, but even, at a critical period, when
all the border tribes were in a state of violent irritation, the Scinde Irregular

Horse detached five hundred men to serve for nearly two years in the Punjaub.
As to the " robber hordes which come pouring down from the hills," I am well

acquainted with the statistics of the tribes and the country generally—at least

up to Mittenkote ; and it is certain that the only formidable predatory tribe

in the hills, the men of which have for many years past made incursions with
the British in that quarter, is the Murree tribe. But these men have far to go
to roach that country, and the largest body of them which has left the hills to

plunder in the country between ^littenkote and Kusmore, since the annexation
of the Punjaub, did not amount to 300 strong.

The Lasharocs, Goorchanoes, &c., are contemptIl)le ; the Khetrances are not
a predatory tribe at all, and if not annoyed by the hostile incursions of others,

remain at peace w'ith all.

The Boogtoes, formerly so formidable, have long since been reduced bv me to

total submission and obedience, and have, for years past, ceased to annoy the

Punjaub territory, or to injure its inhabitants, unless, perhaps, in defending
thoms(>lves occasionally against the inroads of the Muzzarecs of Rojaun.

The paragi'a])h (juoted above from the Punjaub report, being founded on
imperfect information, is then e^'idently incorrect as to fact, and unjust as to

conclusion ; and I ])og respecl fully to claim (as I think that I have a right to do)

the })roto(tion of the head of the province in wliicli we have so long served from
these injurious remarks, made and published regarding our proceedings by the

Board of Administration of the Punjaub, who have evidently been misinformed as

to the state of things, and to whom we are not responsible.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, :\rajor.

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent on the

Kurrachee. Frontier of Upper S'^'ude.

B B
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211(1 Auiiust. is.u. Sir,

I am honored by your letter, No. 677, of the 19th July, 1854, and, in reph,

have the honor to inform you that I have at present by me no Rifle of the exact

description I should recommend for the army, but I am in daily expectation of

hearing of the arrival of several Rifles at Kurrachee for me from England, made
exactly according to the description recommended by me as to weight, bore,

mountings, and all else.

The moment I receive them, the instructions conveyed in your letter under

reply shall be carried out.

Meanwhile, I have the honor to inform you that I have to-day written to my
agents in London, immediately to have another Rifle, of my pattern, made and
sent without any delay to the Honble. the Court of Directors, together with

moulds for the balls of the shape which I have found best.

Since the date of my former memoi'andum on Rifles, I have found that a ball

of the one sent herewith answers admirably for any description of Rifle whatever,

or even for a smooth bore ; and this would, I think, be the best ball for the army.

The ball should be one size less in diameter than the Musket, and the wad
attached to it one size larger; thus for a 14 gauge Rifle the ball should be

15 gauge and the wad 13.

The ball is cast from the larger end, where a little neck is left, by which the

wad is riveted with one blow of a hammer.
No patch is used, and the edges of the wad being greased when the ammunition

is prepared, the gun never becomes in the least foul so as to interfere with the

loading.

The ball being quite loose in the barrel would be liable accidentally to fall out,

but the wad keeps it securely in its place.

When the gun is fired, the pressure of the powder expands the lead, so as

completely to till the rifle grooves, as will be seen by the fired ball sent herewith.

I should recommend the Soldier being supplied with blank cartridges containing

the proper charge, and the wadded balls to be carried in a separate pouch, or a

separate partition in the pouch.

These balls appear to offer great advantages.

1st.—Accurate practice up to 1,500 yards.

2nd.—Absolute simplicity, no patch or anything else being required.

3rd.—Ease of loading far greater than that of a common smooth bored musket.

4th.—The barrel never fouling, even after firing 200 rounds in rapid succession.

5th.—The ball being adapted for use with all species of fire-arms.

6th.—The ammunition being as easily and cheaply prepared as the common
ball cartridge.

I should recommend a quantity of these wadded balls being made up and tried

by the Rifle Corps, from the Rifles now in use, when their superiority will at once

be apparent.

In making experiments with these, or other elongated balls, it should be borne

in mind that their wonderful superiority over the round ball is only fully apparent

at ranges beyond 300 yards.

The initial velocity of the round ball, with the usual charges, is much greater

than that of the long ball ; but the terminal velocity of the former, owing to the

enormous resistance it sustains from the air, is much less.

Thus a round and a long ball, fired with the same charge, may leave the gun,

the former with a velocity of 800, and the latter 400 feet per second, but after a

flight of about 300 yards their respective velocities will have become equal ; and
as the range increases the round ball stops altogether, while the long ball retains

velocity enough to carry it half a mile further.

This explains the fact which has often puzzled experimenters in England,

namelv, that the pointed ball requires a higher elevation than the round ball for

short ranges, and a lower one for long ranges.

If Government wish it, I shall be happy to make and forward moulds for the

wadded balls of the size for the regulation musket now in use.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To Colonel Birch, Military Secretary of the

Government of India, Calcutta.
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ROUGH ^lE^rORAXDUM on Scinde Frontier Proceedings since 1846, in 9tii August, is5t.

distinction to those of the neighbouring Punjaub District.

(Forwarded to the Commissioner in Scinde at his request.)

SCINDE.

Entirely offensive measures on the part of the troops, the possibility of attack

by the marauders never being contemplated. No defensive works whatever
allowed anywhere ; existing ones destroyed or abandcmed ; the troops always

freely exposed, and obstacles to rapid movements removed as much as possible
;

the people protected.

No distinction permitted between plundering and killing by private persons,

whether friend or foe. Robbery and murder treated as equally criminal,

whether the victim be a British subject or not.

The plea of family blood feud, or retaliation, in such cases, considered as an

aggi'avating circumstance, as proving the most deliberate malice aforethought.

No private person allowed to bear arms, or possess arms, without written

permission.

The highest moral ground always taken in all dealings with the predatory

tribes, treating them always as of an inferior nature so long as t/teij persist in

their misdeeds : as mere vulgar, criminal, and disreputable persons, with whom
it is a disgi-ace for respectable persons to have any dealings, and whom all good
men must, as matter of course, look on as objects of pity, not of dread—with

hatred, possibly, but never with fear.

As perfect information as possible of all movements, or intended movements,
of the plundei'ing tribes I'esiding beyond our border. Such information acted on
with the greatest activity, our knowledge of the nature and habits of the

Beloochc robbers being sufficient to enable us in almost every single instance to

judge correctly of their probable proceedings, and effectually to check and
counteract them at a distance from the British boundary.

The feeling instilled into every soldier employed being, that he was altogether

of a superior nature to the robber—a good man against a criminal ; the

plunderers being always considei'ed not as enemies but as malefactoi's.

The strictest justice always acted on, and no success, or want of success, or

any other circumstance whatever, being allowed to influence the terms offered to,

or the treatment of offenders, whether whole ti'ibes or indi\iduals. Violence,

robbery, bloodshed, held as equally criminal and disreputable in all men ; the

abandonment of such practices, and the adoption of peaceful and industrial habits,

being considered as most honorable, and encouraged in every way. A few words
will sum up the whole system. At flrst, put dowTi all \aoience with the strong-

hand ; then, your force being known, felt, and respected, endeavour to excite

men's better natures, till all men, seeing that your object is good, and of the

greatest general benefit to the community, join heart and hand to aid in putting

down or preventing violence.

This is the essence of the whole business.

The Court of Directors found fault with me for my proceedings on the Scinde

Frontier at first as too violent and severe ; the Punjaub Commissioners have now
asserted that our task was too easy, and that we did nothinsr ! lioth parties are

in error. The principles on which we have acted on the Scinde Frontier since

Januarv, 1847, have always been exactly the same. The great power of a

machine is shown by its smooth and easy working ; a noise and struggle show
the effects of opposition ; and therefore, in fact, a deficiency of power. The
w-orking of true principles is now apparent here in almost total absence of open
physical force.

When we came to the Scinde Frontier in 1847, the people had no idea of any

power but violence. The proceedings of the British authorities tended to confirm

this state of feeling.

When the men of Cutchee plundered in Scinde, the only remedy applied b\

the Govei'nor of Scinde was to encourage the Scindees to plunder in Cutchee.

Both parties then Avere ecjually guiltless or equally criminal ; no idea of moral

superiority was thought of.

Such being the case, it was absolutely necessary in the first instance to have
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atii August. 1854. recourse to violent measures, to show the predatory tribes that we possessed, in

far greater degi-ee than themselves, the only power which they respected—mere

brute force.

Our first year (1847) on the border was one of enormous bodily labor; we

had literally to lie down to rest with our boots and swords on for many months

together. "We crushed the robbers by main foi-ce, and proved far superior to

them, even in activity. And, for the information of the Punjaub people, it may
be well to observe that, at this time, but one Regiment of the Scinde Irregular

Horse was on the frontier.

The observation of the Punjaub Commissioners about the posts being close to

the hills, is curious. Wlien our frontier was in a distui'bed state, I had my posts

close to the hills, esteeming this arrangement to be an advantage. Since quiet

has been established, I have withdrawTi them, save as respects some Belooche

Guides. But though we had succeeded in forcibly subduing the robber tribes,

I should have considered our proceedings as a failure, had it been necessary to

continue to use violent measures.

Having by the use of force made ourselves feared and respected, we were able

to apply better means, and to appeal to higher motives than /ear. This I had

in view from the very first.

The barbarians now feel (which they could hardly imagine before) that

strength, courage, and activity may be possessed in the highest degree by those

also influenced bv gentle and benevolent motives.

Under the influence of this growing feeling, the character of the border

plunderers has been changed ; whole tribes, within and without our border,

amounting to more than twenty thousand souls, have totally abandoned their

former predatory habits, and taken to peaceable pursuits.

Our Jekranees and Doombkees, formerly the wildest of the border riders, are

now the most honest and industrious people in all Scinde.

Every man of the Scinde Irregular Horse is looked on and treated as a friend

by all the country folk.

The Pimjaub Commissioners appear to suppose that the duties performed by

my men have been walking up and down from post to post, and such like ; but, in

truth, the moral power of their bold and kindly bearing and proceedings has

spread far and wide through the country, and effected what no mere force would

have done. Even the Murrees, who have not felt our physical force much, are

fast coming under this influence, and are beginning to feel themselves

disreputable.

If the irritation and excitement to evil practices, caused by the incursions of

our Muzzarees, and other proceedings practised and permitted in the Punjaub,

do not interfere with the full development of the causes now at work on our

border, it seems to me certain, that pei'fect peace and quiet will be established

among all the tribes in hill and plain, whose sole or chief pursuits have hitherto

been robbery and murder.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

9tii August, 18.54. ROUGH NOTES on the Proceedings on the Punjaub Frontier in the district

adjoining Scinde.

PUNJAUB.

Measures strictlv defensive—fortified posts—the troops protected by works

—

the people encouraged to bear arms and to " protect the/nselves."

Attacks on neighbouring tribes, such as the Boogtees, Lasharees, &c., by

private British subjects, encouraged by the British authorities.

Moral influence over the predatory tribes within and beyond our frontier not

even thought of. The whole question treated as one wherein " might makes
right ;" men's evil passions alone excited ; revenge and rapine considered as the

normal and necessary state of things
;
quarrels perpetuated ; and hatred, terror,

and alarm systematicallv maintained.
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Our troops at the outposts being beaten, apply for assistance to the villagers, 9tii August, is54.

anil take refuge in the villages, while the peasantry keep off the " enemy." The
posts seldom aware of the proceedings of the " hill men " till actually attacked

by them.

In short, every particular exactly resembles the state of aflftiirs on the Scinde

Frontier from January, 1843, till January, 1847- Similar principles have been
followed in cither case by similar effects ; but the bold and numerous riders of

Cutchee having been rather more formidable people in the plain than the robbers

infesting the Punjaub border, the effects on Scinde of Sir Charles Napier's

border arrangements were far more terrible and more miserable than anything

that has ever occurred in the neighbouring Punjaub district.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, 9th August, \9:>i.

I have the honor to report that the notorious border robber, Sunjur Rind,

the last remaining at large, and the most persevering of tlie outlaws who formerly

infested the Scinde Frontier, came in three days ago, and surrendered to the

Wiikkcel of the Khan of Kelat.

During the year 1847-48, this man Sunjur had numerous most nari'ow escapes

from ])arties of the Scinde Irregular Horse. He was supposed to have been killed

in Lieutenant Merewether's fight with the Boogtees, in October, 1847; but, as it

afterwai'ds appeared, he was one of the two men of the enemy who escaped on

that occasion.

He has, during the last two years, frequently written to me to beg to be

allowed to come in and receive pardon for his crimes ; but the man's murders,

robberies, and crimes generally, had been so enormous, that I returned no other

answer than that I should certainly catch and hang him some day.

Sunjur then went to Islam Khan, the Boogtee chief, and begged him to

intercede mth me for him, which he did, receiving the same reply as before, with

the addition that, if the Boogtees harboured such criminals, they would be

considered as guilty also.

The Boogtees then informed Sunjur that, if he came to live with them, they

would send him prisoner to me.

He then went to the Murrees, but these people, greatly alarmed at our late

arrangements with Kelat, and anxious to avoid giving offence, threatened to

imprison Sunjur also, whereupon, in despair, the man came in and surrendered as

above mentioned.

The man is of diabolical nature, and totally irreclaimable ; but as he voluntarily

surrendered, I have recommended the Kelat authorities not to execute him, but

to keep him prisoner for life.

Nothing else extraordinary has occurred on the frontier during the past week.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying Persian letter, received this

dav, from the Lieutenant of Police at Shikarpoor.

The subject of it appears to me to be one of considerable importance, inasmuch

as I can hardly imagine anything more mischievous, or more likely to unsettle the

minds of our border tribes, and to bring back former evil habits of life among
them, than sending the Jekranees to take service in the neighbouring districts of

the Punjaub, where the arrangements on the frontier are conducted on principles

exactly contrarv to those acted on, and successfully carried out, by me on the

Scinde Frontier.

Much harm has alreadv been done in the Kusmore district, among the Muzzarees,

letli August, 185-t.
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16th August, 1854. who werc there completely disarmed, and were taking wholly to peaceful pursuits,

when they were made discontented, and many in consequence left the country,

from seeing their brethren in their immediate neighbourhood, under their chief

Dost Ali, still allowed habitually to carry and to use arms.

The evil of this state of things has lately been made very apparent, by several

parties of these Muzzarees having proceeded across the Indus, on plundering

excursions, into the Bhawulpoor territory.

This subject having been fully entered into in former correspondence lately, I

need not now enter into it farther.

But it seems to me that, under any circumstances, the application to the

Lieutenant of Police was irregular and improper, I being in charge of these

border tribes—and more especially of the Jekranees, who were placed solely

under me by Sir C. Napier, in 1847.

I beg leave, therefore, to request the favor of your protection from such

interference with them in future.
'

I have the honor, &c„
(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

21st August, 1S54. Sir,

With reference to the subject of your letter, No. 614, of the l6th August,

1854, to my address, with accompaniments, received this day, I have the honor

to report that, in the immediate neighbourhood of the Cantonments of Jacobabad

and of the frontier outposts, with the exceptions of those near Kusmore, Koomree,

and Kundkote, there is no obvious cause for malaria in the form of undrained,

ill-ventilated, dirty villages, stagnant water, wet or foul cultivation, high hedges

or jungles, extensive burying-grounds, &c.

The camps near Kusmore, Koomree, and Kundkote, are in a low jungly

district, a great portion of which is either marsh land covered with high reeds,

or dense forest. The camps themselves were cut out of such forest.

From the appearance of this district, extending from Kundkote to Kusmore,

and from the desert to the Begaree Canal, I should have supposed that it had

been the very hotbed of fever and malaria ; but, notwithstanding appearances,

/ experience shows that this tract of country is in no degree more unhealthy than

any other part of Upper Scinde.

The trees evidently absorb or neutralize the ill effects of malaria.

The Cantonments at Jacobabad, and other outposts, are in the immediate

neighbourhood of the desert between Scinde and Cutchee. This desert is a hard

dry arid plain, pei-fectly without vegetation, and of superficial extent equal to

about 4,000 square miles. In the hot season it becomes intensely heated, and the

air passing over it, already wholly deprived of its moisture during its passage

over the arid country of Beloochistan and the Persian frontier, becomes like a

flame. Yet when the desert is dry there is, probably, no real malaria ; though

blasts of the Simoom, or poisonous wind, are of frequent occurrence, and the dust

storms are of astonishing extent, duration, violence, and intensity.

But whenever rain falls on the desert in sufficient quantity thoroughly to wet

its surface to any considerable extent, malaria arises from it with such virulence,

and in such mighty quantities, that hardly a single individual in the whole

district escapes fever.

This fact has been established by observation during a great many successive

years : the i-esult above mentioned never fails to occur.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Assistant Quarter-Master General,

Scinde Division Armv, Kurrachee.
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EXTRACT from the Commissioner's Letter to Government, No. 258, dated the i5th August, i854.

15th August, communicating the information contained in Major Jacob's

letter. No. 142, of the 9th August, 1854.

Occurrences like that now reported are among the most conclusive and
satisfactory proofs which could be afforded of the good effects of a system like

that established by Major Jacob, showing that the moral influence of his measures

is felt far beyond the range of the physical power which he directs.

No. 3,850 of 1854.

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B. E. 29th August, is54.

FuERE, Esquire, Commissioner iu Scinde. Dated 29th August, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 258, dated the

15th instant, and to inform you that the Right Honble. the Governor in Council

has received with great satisfaction the intelligence of the surrender of Sunjur
Rind.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Bombay Castle, 2Qth Augitst, 1854. Secretary to Government.

No. 2,577 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier, with sth September, iss-i.

refei'cnce to his letter. No. 142, of 9th August, 1854.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 6th September, 1854.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1,039, of

the 8th September, 1854, to my address, with accompaniments, and with
reference to their subject to state that, in my opinion, it will not be advisable to

attempt to put a stop to people crossing the Indus in the manner mentioned by
Major Stewart.

Istly. Because the attempt to do so would probably not succeed as regards
thieves and evil-disposed persons, who would contrive to pass over secretly

notwithstanding.

2ndly. Because such an attempt on our part would be the cause of excessive

annoyance and inconvenience to numerous honest and well-disposed men.
3rdly. Because far more effectual means are available for putting a stop to the

rcibberies complained of.

The chief (if not the sole) per})etrators of the outrages in question are the
Muzzarecs of Rojaun, who, being allowed and even encouraged to bear arms, as

you arc aware by former correspondence, possess great facilities for carrvin<>- on
such depredations, which they have ])ractiscd from time immemorial.

These men being of the same families with those of Kusmore, and intimatelv

associated with them, naturallv induce inhabitants of Scinde occasionallv to join
in similar proceedings, and aid them in such cases in escaping with impunity.

This has been particularly the case with the people of Mittrce, a new villao-e

which has lately sprung up on the very edge of the Kusmore xlistrict, where it

joins that of Rojaun.

12th September, 1854.
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12th September, IS J4. In some instances, men of some note of Maatchkah, and otlier places in the

Bhawulpoor territorj-, have themselves been the plunderers, and have, with the

natural cunning of these people, come to the Kusmore side, and thence induced
men to join them, supplying them with arms, &c., on reaching the Bhawulpoor
territory ; and after the robbery, dismissing them to their homes in our territory

with a portion of the spoil.

A case of this kind was very lately tried by me, and the judicial proceedings

relating to it are before you. Several other such cases have occurred.

The Kardar or head official of Subzulkote has hitherto, instead of aiding in

detecting and securing offenders, done all in his power to impede and harass my
proceedings.

The favorite tactics of these people consist in raising an outcry against the

inhabitants of other districts, in order to conceal their own misdeeds.

In several instances, the Subzulkote authorities have done their best to screen

offenders by declining to send witnesses, &c. However, after all, during the last

two years there have only been four instances of men really of our border districts

committing the robberies complained of; the actual offenders almost always, and
the instigators and contrivers invariably, appearing to be men of the Punjaub, or

of the Bhawulpoor territory itself.

I have been in correspondence for a considerable time past with the Political

Agent at Bhawulpoor on the subject of these petty inroads, and the want of co-

operation on the part of the Bhawulpoor Officers, and there is reason to believe

that some improvement has taken place on that side.

I have also adopted such measures as will, I trust, prevent the possibility of

marauders from our border districts escaping with impunity, and have latelv

placed a Police Thanna at Mittree, which will, I hope, effectually put a stop to

any future attempts at such lawless excursions by the people living in the jungle

in that neighbourhood.

It seems to me that rothing more need be, or can be, with advantage, done on
our side. But, doubtless, so long as the Muzzarees and others in immediate
contact with the Kusmore frontier shall be allowed and encouraged to bear and
use arms, robberies will continue, and the real offenders will lay the blame on
their neighbours in Scinde.

It might be well, I think, if it were to be pointed out by yourself to the

Bhawulpoor authorities, that the neglect and opposition of the Officers of

Subzulkote and its neighbourhood (particularly one Lalla Kurrum Chund), have
been one chief cause of the outrages complained of; and that peace, safety, and
good order would speedily be established if they would only attend to my
suggestions in these matters, and aid me when I require their assistance.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

18th September, 1834, SiR,

With reference to the subject of my letter. No. 156, of the 11th September,

1854, I have the honor to explain that the Sind hollow, a long time ago,

formed a reservoir by means of canals, from which a large tract of country along

its north-western side was at one time richly cultivated; the communications

of the hollow with the river having, partly by artificial means, and partly from

natural causes, become choked, these lands have, for nearly a century past, been

left Avaste, and are mostly covered witli jungle.

The remains of the old canals, and appearances of former cultivation, however,

are still apparent, and were the water again freely admitted, so as to rise to the

same level as before, which can be easily accomplished, the whole might be, and

would be, again brought under the plough, and would prove highly productive.

This of itself seems to constitute full and sufficient reason for opening the

connecting channels with the Indus, as proposed by me ; but other important

advantages arc dependent on this work.

The Sind hollow communicates with the Begaree Canal, and, in conse-
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qucncc of this hollow not being fairly filled, the (rreatcst difficulty is experienced in i8thSeptember,i854.

preventing the water of the canal from breaking into it and so running to waste,

much expense being thereby incurred for sluices, bunds, &c.

Were the water freely a<imitted into the Sind instead of drawing water from

the Begaree, it would tend to increase the supply in that important feeder, and

all sluices, &c., might be dispensed with.

Again, the drainage frcmi the Sind Hollow continues to flow into the

Begaree long after the Indus has fallen below the mouth of that canal ; and

were the water freely admitted into the Sind during the whole season

of the inundation, there is good reason to believe that the Begaree Canal

would never run dry, but would become a permanent stream, to the immense

advantage of the large district to the westward, which it supplies with water.

In the year 1849, I caused the people of INIeer Ali Morad, to whom the

district then belonged, to make a cut into the Sind near Budanee, which

proved valuable as far as it went ; but the means at our command were scanty,

and the work was of trifling dimension compared with what was really required

to develope the full advantages of the measure.

I now propose to make a new channel at a spot near Gheehulpoor, where the

main river now runs nearest the bed of the Sind, at least 200 feet wide and 10

feet deep ; the length of the cutting is only about 2,000 feet, so that a great

result can be secured with comparatively little labor.

No water from the Sind will be permitted to cross the channel of the Begaree,

so that the districts south of that feeder will not be otherwise affected save by the

increased supply of water ifi that canal.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

fD

Sir, 22nd September, 1S34.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 3,997, of

the II th September 1854, to my address, with proceedings of the Select

Committee in the matter of Rifle practice.

I have the honor to point out that the four-grooved Rifle with which the

Committee has been carrying on experiments, is not the Rifle recommended by

me for use in the army, but it is one which was made purposely exactly like the

Rifle now in use with the army, with the single exception of having four grooves

instead of two.

This was done with the sole object of Jacilifi/ of loading; in all other respects

the piece possesses exactly the same merits and demerits as the common soldiers'

Rifle heretofore in use.

The ball may be dropped into the four-gi'ooved, but must fit tight in the two-

grooved Rifle ; the round belted ball is here referred to.

The question of easy loading appears not to have occupied the attention of

the Committee, yet it is in war the most important point of all.

The advantage of a proper shaped ball refers, of course, equally to both rifles,

but the weight of these pieces is much tof) small to admit of a ])ropcr charge of

powder being used with the long balls, and it will be observed that the Rifle which
I propose for the army is twenty-four gauge only.

One circumstance should, I think, be noticed for the aid of future trials. No
Rifle can be laid correctly by a gunner's quadrant : proper sights must be used, or

no accuracy can be obtained.

Such, and many other minor facts regarding small arms, can only be discovered

by long practice. One curious instance I may mention which relates to a
circumstance which the Committee were evidently quite unaware of.

Rifl(; practice from the shoulder, at all distances, is more correct than when a

carriage is used.

I have made carriages for my Rifles here very strong and heavy, mth screw

adjustments, both horizontal and vertical, expecting, as did the Committee, by
fixing tlie Rifle to obtain more accurate results ; but, much to my surprise, the effect

was contrary to what was expected, and the practice inferior to that from the

c c
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L>2udSeptcmi>cr,i854. slioulcler. I liave never here, with the worst shots, seen such wild practice as that

reported by the Committee, and this is, I think, to be attributed to the fixing of

the Rifle when firing.

Observation shows, that when the piece is fixed, apparently immoveably, it

undergoes a vibration when fired, which causes more deviation from truth than

when the piece is fired from the shoulder of a good and practised shot.

There must be some mistake as to the form of the balls after firing, as

observed by the Committee. It is not possible that lead forced through a cylinder

can assume any but a cylindrical form under such treatment : the balls in question

observed to be elliptical, &c., must have had their shape altered by striking the

earth or something else. I have examined thousands of balls after firing, when
they had not been injured by striking an object, and always found them exactly

to fit the barrel. They fitted air-tight, just as if they had been cast in the

barrel itself.

This refers, of course, to that part of the balls which comes in contact with the

-barrel in firing.

I find also, after many thousands of trials, that no hollow whatever in the ball

is required to give it the full power of expansion. The length of the ball alone

causes this efiect to its fullest extent.

The Committee observe that balls with hollows in them require less elevation

than the others ; this must assuredly be the case if the same charge of powder be

used, for there is just so much less lead for the powder to propel ; but in this case

it would be far better to use a solid ball of the same weight as the hollow ball,

when the missile, being of smaller surface, would sustain much less resistance

from the air than the large hollow ball.

I am in daily expectation of receiving from England some Rifles of the exact

pattern recommended by me for the army, and immediately on their arrival, I

will do myself the honor to forward one of them to you.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To Colonel Hancock, Adjutant-General

of the Army, Bombay.

22ud Si ptcuibcr, 1 854. SiR,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying Report called for in

your endorsement. No. 466, of the 21st February, 1854, and your letter.

No. 511, of the 27th February, 1854, to my address, and in doing so, I

beg leave to observe that, that this Report is not only very inferior to what
such an historical sketch ought to be and might have been in abler hands, but
that I am quite conscious of its being much less full and less complete in every

way than I could myself have made it, had my time and mind not been otherwise

occupied. To write any approach to a good Historical Report, requires quiet and
full leisure for thought and research on the part of the writer.

But my ordinary current duties have been sufficient for themselves completely

to occupy my mental and bodily powers, and this Report had to be written amid
the distractions and interruptions of all manner of other necessary duties.

I trust, therefore, that the circumstances under which it has been written, will

be accepted as an apology for its defects.

As far as the paper goes, however, it may be depended on as correct; and as an
outline to be filled up by others, even this imperfect Sketch may prove useful.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

I

I
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22nl September 1834,

SKETCH OF STATES AND TRIBES
CONNECTED WITH THE

FRONTIER OF UPPER SCINDE;
FROM THEIR

FIRST INTERCOURSE WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT UP TO THE

YEAR 1854.

The States and Tribes connected with the Frontier of Upper Scinde are " The 1854.

Principalities of Bhawulpoor and Kelat."

The Tribes of Khetrances, Murrees, Boogtees, Lasharees, Goorchanees, I

Muzzarees, Bordees, Doombkees, Jekranees, Brahooees, Mugzees, Chandias,

Juttooees, Jummalees, Kosahs, Oomranees, Khyheerees, the Kujjucks, and
Barozhies of Seebee, and others.

On the Bhawulpoor State it is not, I imagine, intended that I should remark.

The others may be naturally arranged under three heads :

—

1st. The Tribes residing beyond British territory, and " de facto"

independent of any other State.

2ndly. The State of Kelat with the individual border Tribes, its subjects.

3rdly. The border Tribes, British subjects, living within the British

Frontier.

INDEPENDENT TRIBES.

Under the first head are comprised the Khetranees, the Lasharees, the

Goorchanees, the Kujjucks and Barozhies of Seebee, and the predatory hill

Tribes the Boogtees and Murrees.

The Khetranees are a distinct race, said to be neither AfFghan nor Belooche, Khetranees.

but intermarrying with both races. They are of peaceable habits and agricultural

pursuits ; their country is sufficiently rich and productive to supply their wants,

and, though a warlike people when attacked, they usually abstain from plundering

their neighbours.

Their ])resent chief is Meer Hajee. Their numbers are said to amount to six Xiumri^ai strength.,

thousand adult males. They are generally in alliance with the Boogtees—the

chiefs of the tribes being connected by marriage, and frequently at feud with the

Murrees, who often make predatory inroads in their territory.

Their country is wholly in the hills to the northward of the Boogtee territory,

to which it adjoins.

Its greatest extent is north and south about one hundred and twenty miles. Extent,

and east and west about seventy.

The chief town is Burkhan, which is about one hundred and sixty miles north- chief tmvn.

north-cast from Shikarpoor.

To the north of the Khetranees arc the Aflfghans, to the west the Murrees, BountUrios.

and on the east the Lasharee and Goorchance Tribes.

The climate is considered good, being moderately hot and cold. In the spring climate,

and autunm a considerable quantity of rain falls, which insures an ample supply

of water for cultivation ; several streams run tlirough the Khctranee district, the

chief one is the " Lar," which rises not far from Burkhan, and, flowing westward,

joins the Nara in the Murrec hills north of Seebee.

The country is for the most ])art barren mountain, but there are numerous I'roduce.

valleys which are fertile and well cultivated. These produce abundance of wheat,

barley, maize, and various kinds of pulse—also good fruits, particularly pome-
granates, which are in high repute.
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!2nd September,lS54.

^asliarccs.

Cujjucks and
Sarozhics of Seebee.

Always at feud with
he JIurrees, who
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hem.

»ara river.
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liraate.

Itebce repaired and
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Jritish in 1842.

ilarcli 1841, arrears
f revenue demanded
n the name of Shah
loojah.

Some alum is found in these hills, but no other minerals of commercial value

are produced. The commerce is trifling—some little trade is carried on with the
AfFghans to the north, and with the district of Hurrund Dajel.

A road from Ghuznee to the Deyrajat passes through the countrj', but the
passes are diflScult for camels, and the route is little frequented.

There is little or no intercom-se between the Khetranees and Scinde, and they
have never attempted any act of hostility on the British frontier but once ; when
under the influence of Mooltan gold, Meer Hajee joined the Murrees and Boogtees
in an attack on Kusmore, in Api'il, 1849.
The Lasharees and Goorchanees inhabit the strip of hill country between the

territory of the Khetranees and the province of Mooltan. As a body these

Tribes have never been concerned in any way with the Scinde Frontier. They
are shepherds and herdsmen—their country is barren and unproductive.

The Kujjucks are an Afighan Tribe, residing in the town of Kujjuck and its

adjoining lands, in the Seebee district.

The Barozhies reside in the town of Koork, also in the Seebee district.

These two Tribes are always at feud with each other, but are not predator}'.

Both are frequently attacked by the Murrees, who occasionally succeed in

stealing their cattle. But these Seebee Tribes are quite strong enough in

numbers and in spirit to protect themselves against the inroads of the moun-
taineers, which they do effectually.

The Seebee District is a semicircular bay in the hills north-east of Dadur,
about twenty-five miles in the diameter.

It is bounded on the north and east by the Murree hills, on the south by the
desert of Cutchee, and on the west by the Nara river, which there enters the
plain.

The water of this river at its highest flows in various channels through the
whole length of Cutchee, and even into Scinde, where it sometimes in a strong
stream joins the Indus water in the canal near KhjTee Ke Ghurree. But in the

ordinary low state of the stream the Nara is slightly dammed near Gooloo Ke
Shehur, and the whole of its water is di-awn off" by various canals to irrigate the
fields of the Seebee districts.

The soil is very fertile, and produces large crops of excellent wheat.

The supply of water being permanent and continuous, the character of this

little piece of country is quite different from that of the neighbouring province

of Cutchee, of which it is not considered to form a part.

The climate seems healthy, and in the spring is delightful. The winter is

cold, but during the hot season, fi-om April to October inclusive, the heat is

most intense. In comparison with the neighbouring districts, much rain falls in

Seebee. There is, however, no regular season for rain, but the heaviest falls

appear to occur in the months of March and April.

The district of Seebee belongs to Candahar, and pays revenue to the Chiefs of

that place.

The chief town of the district was Seebee, formerlv a fine, well built,

flourishing, and populous place. Adjoining the town is a large and substantial

fortress, which is still a place of great strength even in its present decayed
condition. Both (fortress and toMTi) are now wholly deserted, having been
plundered and burnt by the notorious Hajee Khan Kakur in 1828, wlien he ivas

Governor of the province on behalf of the Candahar Chiefs.

The fortress was repaired, and was garrisoned by British troops in 1841-42;
but with this exception the place has never been occupied, and is now a deserted

ruin.

No officers of the Candahar Chiefs now permanentlv reside in the Seebee

district, but a Sirdar with a detachment of troops is sent generally every year to

receive the revenue of the district, which is usually willinglv paid without any
demur. After the destruction of the town of Seebee, Kujjuck remained the chief

town of the district, and the Kujjucks were always at feud with the Barozhies their

neighbours. Our first connection with the people of Seebee commenced in 1839,
when Missree Khan Barozhie of Koork was, with a body of his horsemen, taken
into our service.

In the month of Mai-ch, 1841, the Political Agent in Upper Scinde, Mr.
Ross Bell, deputed one of his Assistants to demand arrears of revenue from the

Kujjucks, and other Tribes of Seebee on account of Shah Soojah. The Officer



SCINDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 197

was accompanied by a detachment of British troops of all arms, but the business 22n(iSeptember,i854.

was mismanaged, and much mischief thereby was produced. The affair mis-

The Kujjucks had at first not the least intention of resisting; everything KurUicks had at first

remained as usual in their town, and the Sepoys of the British detachment "" intention of

were freely admitted into the place, going to and fro, and making purchases in
'^'"''"* '""^'^'

the bazaar of the town, &c.
On the second day, however, after the arrival of the British force, the 20th Marcii, i84i,

Kujjucks were excited to resistance, chiefly by the insults of Missree Khan """'^

Barozhie. They refused to pay the tribute demanded, and their town was
attacked by the British troops. There were no gates to the town, and the place

was otherwise not well adapted for defence ; but, owing to strange misconduct,
||

and to the accident of the Commanding Officer being killed, the troops were Attack repulsed.

unsuccessful.

On the next day, the 21st March, 1841, large reinforcements arrived with 'r|'e Kujjucks

General Brooks, but the to«Ti had been completely deserted by the Kujjucks during the nigiu!

during the previous nii>ht. i- •• 1 1 ^ .

T"! 1 1 •
r" 1 1 1 1

Ivuijuck plundered
1 he place was taken possession of, plundered, burnt and destroyed, the walls ami destroyed by

of the buildings being levelled with the ground, by order of General Brooks.
Brooks!

^"""'''^

But these proceedings were disapproved of by the Government of India, and Kujjucks reinstated

the Kujjucks were next year reinstated and their town was rebuilt. by order of Goreni-

From November, 1841, to September, 1842, an Assistant Political Agent
resided at Seebee. When the British troops were withdrawn from Afighanistan,

and finally evacuated Cutchee in 1842, the district of Seebee was given over by
the British authorities to the Khan of Kelat, but the latter did not take

possession, and has not since then openly asserted any right to the territory.

The people thenceforth have paid allegiance to the Sirdars of Candahar. They
j

have never plundered in Scinde or Cutchee, and have maintained respectful and '

friendly intercourse wdth the British, whose subjects they would gladly be.

The Boogtees are still a numerous, and were up to 1847 a powerful Belooche Boogtccs.

Tribe. They inhabit the hill country, south of the Khetranees. Their principal

town is Deyra. The present chief of the Tribe is Islam Khan.
Their numbers, much reduced of late years, amount now to about 2,000 adult

males.

Their country is chiefly rugged, barren hill, but contains much good pasture

land, and some fertile valleys. The regular occupation of the whole Tribe was,

till lately, plunder, which was carried on svstematically on a large scale. Every
,

man of the Tribe was a robber. The Khan of Kelat claimed sovereignty over
\

them, but they paid revenue to no one, and, protected by their rocky fastnesses,

maintained stormy independence, usually at war with the Muri'ees, and perpetually

plundering their neighbours.

The connection of the Boogtees with the British commenced in 1 839. The Boogtccs' first con- t

predatory tribes of Cutchee had caused such loss to British convoys, and S'sj"
" '"* '*"'

'

rendered communication with the British army in Affghanistan so dangerous
\

and difficult that, after all other means had been trieil and had failed, a force

was, in the month of October, 1839, sent under command of Major Billamore

to reduce the robber Tribes bv force. On the arrival of the force at Poolajec, it

was found that the Cutchee plunderers had deserted the country, abandoned
their homes in the plain, and taken refuge in the Boogtee hills.

Thither thev wore followed bv iSlajor Billann)re's detachment, it being thought

important to show the mountaineers, both Murrces and Boogtees, that they were

not only not ablt; to protect our enemies, but were not even themselves safe from
our arms.

As the British force approached Deyra, the Boogtees at first seemed
disposed to be submissive and friendlv ; but the sniallness of the British force

tempted them to hostilities, and they attacked i\Iajor Billamore with their whole

strength.

The Boogtees were twice signally defeated with great loss ; their chief,

Beebruck, was captured, and sent prisoner to Scinde, their town of Deyra was
taken and plundered, and great loss inflicted on the Tribe generally. Major
Billamore's force remained- in the hills nearlv three months, and then, having

accomplished every object intended by the expedition, retiunied to the plains by
the famous and difficult passes of Nuffbosk and Surtoff". The ])roceedings

regarding the other Tribes will be mentioned in the proper place.
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22ii(lSi'ptember,1854,
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lestroyed by I.ieut.

Herewcthcr.

The plundering excursions of the Boogtees were checked, and they gave little

more annoyance to their neighbours till 1845, when the removal of their rivals

the Doombkees and Jckrances from the plains of Cutchee, after the hill

campaign of Sir C. Napier laid open the then ill-defended Frontier of Scinde
to their incursions.

In January 1845, General Sir C. J. Napier, G.C.B., Govei'nor of Scinde,

proceeded with an army of seven thousand men, of all arms, and accompanied by
Meer Ali Morad, with an army of Belooches, to attack and reduce the plundering
Tribes of Cutchee, who, under the able guidance of Beejah Khan Doombkee, had,
since the commencement of the year 1843, completely and with impunity laid

waste the whole border country of Scinde, up to the walls of Shikarpoor and
Larkana at their pleasure.

Beejah Khan, with the plundering Tribes of the plains of Cutchee—the

Doombkees, Jekranees, and others—again, as in 1839, took refuge in the hills,

and joined with the Boogtees. Sir C. Napier pursued them with strong forces,

but his Commissariat arrangements totally failed. He had made little progress

when the hot season approached, which would have compelled him to withdraw

;

and had not the Murrees aided him by refusing to allow neither the Boogtees or

the fugitives from Cutchee to enter their country, the enemy must have escaped
uninjured.

The negotiations with the Murrees on this occasion were entrusted to

Captain Jacob, and he had great difficulty in persuading them to assist Sir

C. Napier. At last, however, he succeeded, but only just in time. As it was,

the Boogtees effected a safe retreat, and Islam Khan with his Tribe took refuge

with the Khetranees, until Sir C. Napier had retired to Scinde, when the

Boogtees returned to their own country.
The predatory Tribes of the plains of Cutchee, the Doombkees, Jekranees,

&c., having been removed to the British territory, the Frontier of Scinde became
fairly open to the incursions of the mountaineers. The Boogtees accordingly

commenced a series of inroads of more or less importance, until, growing more
and more bold from impunity, they, in December, 1846, assembled their whole
force for one grand incursion, marched through the line of British posts to

within fifteen miles of Shikarpoor, plundered the whole country at their leisure,

and returned with all their booty, amounting to some fifteen thousand head of

cattle, in perfect safety to Deyra, in spite not only of the outposts but of a
cavalry regiment sent from Shikarpoor to repel the inroad, but which found the

marauders too strong to be attacked.
On the affair being reported to the Governor of Scinde, he immediately

ordered the Scinde Irregular Horse, then at Hydrabad, to the frontier. They
arrived in January, 184/, and their Commander at once commenced to remedy
the existing disorders. His measures, founded on principles exactly contrary to

those previously acted on, proved successful. No man, not a soldier or policeman
m the service of the State, was permitted to bear arms, and no private war on
any pretence was allowed. All defensive works, forts, &c., for the protection of

the troops were abandoned ; the troops took the initiative, and acted always
on the offensive against the robbers. The strength of the latter had been in

the terror which they inspired. It was now destroyed—the soldiers were exposed,
and the people pi'otected ; no violence or plundering was permitted by our own
subjects, on pretence of retaliation, &c.
The blood-feuds between Tribes and individuals were completely broken, all

offenders being treated exactly as ordinary malefactors. Our own subjects ceased
to be robbers, the occupation of a " Lootoo" ceased to be respectable, and has
now become a subject of shame instead of glory to the wild hordes themselves.
Peace, quiet, safety for life and property, were thus established along the border;
while the Boogtees who, now shut out from Scinde, persisted in making
predatory inroads on the plains of Cutchee, were, on the 1st October, 1847, in
one of the incursions, intercepted by a detachment of the Scinde Irregular
Horse, under Lieutenant Merewether, and signally punished. On this occasion,
about one half of the whole fighting men of the Tribe were killed or taken
prisoners. The strength of the Trilje was completely broken, and the Boogtce
Chiefs soon came in to the British authorities in Scinde, and surrendered at

discretion. They, with the greater part of their followers, men, women, and
children, to the number of some two thousand, were settled on lands near
Larkana.
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The prisoners were released, and some of the men taken into the British service 22iidSeptcmbcr.if«54.

as police, and all might have remauied in peace and comfort at their new settle-

ment, had it not been for the intrigues of one Aliff Khan, a distinguished Patan
Officer, then Native Adjutant of the Scinde Police. Frightened by continual

threats and demands of bribes by the Police Officer, Alitt' Khan, the Roogtec

Chiefs, in March 1848, fled and again returned to their hills. On this occasion,

one of the wives of the Chief Islam Khan, the families of some others of the

principal men of the Boogtees, and, altogether, some 700 or 800 persons of the

tribe remained in Scinde.

The Chiefs who had fled to the hills made several attempts to renew predatorv

inroads, but without success, and, after a while, they again came to the Political

Superintendent on the Frontier, to beg for mercy and favor, the tribe being

completely broken and incapable of further mischief. That portion of it settled

in Scinde was allowed to return to the hills, and they did so in October, 1851.

Some of the best of the men belonging to it were afterwards taken into the

British service, and the Kidpur Chief, Allum Khan, with thirty of his followers,

are now enrolled in the Belooche Mounted (luides employed on the Scinde

Frontier, in which capacity they have proved faithful, diligent, and generally

very useful.

The country of the Boogtees is generally barren hill, but it contains some Nature of country,

fertile spots, such as the valleys of Murrow and De}Ta, and the plain of ^lutt,

which are cultivated and produce good crops of wheat and jowaree.

There are several permanent streams of good water flowing through their

country, and there is good and abundant pasturage for sheep and cattle.

The wealth of the people consists in cattle, and they sell many sheep to the Produce.

people of Scinde, purchasing cloth and grain in I'cturn. There is little or no

other trade, but, formerly, in quiet times, a road from Mooltan to Lharee,

through this tract of country, was much frequented by merchants.

For many years past the Boogtees have paid no revenue to any one. An- Revenue,

unsuccessful attempt at collection of revenue at Deyra was made by Mr. Bell in

1840. The Chiefs of the tribe acknowledge the Khan of Kelat as their feudal

superior, but have, since the time of the old Nusseer Khan of Kelat, maintained

a wild and stormy independence.

The Murrees are by far the most powerful of the independent Tribes above Murrccs.

enumerated. A great many families of the same Murree stock long ago

settled in Scinde ; many thousand of souls of this race are now residing in Br.inciies of the

Lower Scinde, in the districts near Sukkurund, and in the Khyrpoor territory, in'sdnde."

But these Scinde ]\Iurrees have had no connection or even communication with Have no connection

the Murrees of the hills, for several generations. We are now concerned with with tiieiiiii Mur-

the latter people only.

Their country extends from the neighbourhood of the Bolaun Pass, on the Hill Murrees.

west, to the Boogtee and Khetranee territory, on the east, about 100 miles; and

from the SurtofF hill, on the south, to the AfFghan territory, in the north, a

distance of about 80 miles.

This tract is, for the most part, barren hill, but it contains many extensive

vallevs and fertile spots ; through it runs the Nara River, a considerable stream,

which, rising far northward in the Affghan territory, enters the plain at Seebee,

waters that fertile district, and thence flows through the whole proAance of

Cutchce, its waters occasionally reaching Scinde, and journey with those of the

Indus at Khyree Ke Ghurree.

A large tributary of the Nara called the Lar, also runs through the JNIurree

covmtry from Barkan through ThuU Chateally.

The Lharee River is another considerable stream which traverses this track,

and there are some other permanent streams of less note.

The chief town of the Murrees is Kahun. This consists of about five hundred chief town,

good houses, built of sunburnt brick and nmd. The town is an irregular

pentagon, about one thousand yards in circumference, and is surrounded by a

good mud wall about twenty-five feet in height, flanked with a round tower. It

has one gate on the western face.

The valley in which the town of Kahun stands, is about twelve miles in Vaiiey of Kaimn.

length, and three in extreme breadth. The hills on the south side of the valley

are distant al)out one mile from the town.

There is the Pass of Nuffbosk, which commences about one and a half miles PassofNufloosk.
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Surtoff.

Road over Nuffoosk
made by Capt. Jacob
in 1839.

Traffic.

Habits are altogether
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the British.

British detachment
sent to occupy Ku-
huu.

Major Brown evacu-
ated Kahun, and
leaves the hills on
the 1st October, 1840.

Sir C. Napier's Hill

Campaign of 1845.

IMurrce co-operation
essential to success.

Sir C. Napier in-

structs Capt. Jacob
to do all in his power
to secure the aid of
the Murrees.

JIurrce Chiefs per-

suaded by Captain
Jacob to wait on Sir

C. Napier.

The JIurrees refuse
to admit the Doomb-
kees and Jek ranees
into their country.

from Kahun, winds over and among very difficult mountain ranges for four and
a half miles, and leads to the table land above Surtoflf", another steep mountain
but not a detile, the path over it being on the broad open face of the hill.

The road by Surtoff and Nuffoosk is the best from Cutchee into the valley of

Kahun from the south. There is another road along the Lharee River, but it is

much longer, and is also very difficult.

The road over Nuffoosk was a mere footpath, and was little frequented, until

in Major Billamore's expedition into these hills, in 1839 and 1840, when a road

practicable for artillery was, with immense labor, cut out of the hills by Captain

Jacob.

There is little or no traffic in or through the Murree hills. The Tribe is rich

in cattle of all kinds, and has now many horses.

The habits of the Murrees are altogether predatory ; they plunder their

neighbours on all sides.

They infest the Bolaun, and attempt to rob the Cafilas passing. They are

continually making predatory inroads on the more wealthy and peaceable Tribes

of Affghans around them, especially the Khetranees, and are generally fighting

with the Boogtees and Kujjucks.

After the year 1845, when the removal of the warlike Doombkees and
Jekranees from Cutchee, left the southern plains open to their incursions, the

Murrees plundered and laid waste the whole province of Cutchee, making use on
these occasions of large bodies of horse, of which, until they captured Clibborn's

horses at Nuffoosk, formerly there were none belonging to them.

They frequently also plunder in the Punjaub Districts, south of Mittenkote.

The strength of the tribe may be about 3,000 fighting men.
The Murrees first came in contact witli the British on the same occasion as

did the Boogtees as mentioned above.

When Major Billamore's force was in their hills the Murrees wholly deserted

•Kahun, and retired with all their families and property to the northern part of

their country.

They once assembled in full force to oppose us, but being out-manoeuvred

changed their mind, and did not then venture to engage in a struggle with the

British troops. They offered some slight opposition to the work of cutting the

road over Nuffoosk, but did not seriously obstruct the troops in marching
through their countrv.

The British force left the hills in February, 1840, and in the month of April

the same year, a detachment was sent, under command of the late Major Lewis
Brown, permanently to occupy the town of Kahun.
The proceedings of this detachment will be described hereafter.

Major BrQwn quitted the Murree hills on the 1st October, 1840. From that

time there was little communication between the British and the Murree Tribe

until 1845.

In January, 1845, Sir Charles Napier, then Governor of Scinde, proceeded,

as mentioned above, to reduce the plundering Tribes of Cutchee to obedience.

But the Commissariat and other arrangements proved defective, and had the

country to the northward been open to the retreat of the enemy, the British

forces could have effected nothing against them.

Wherefore, it was of the highest importance, and, indeed, under the circum-

stances, it was absolutely necessary to success, to secure the co-operation of the

Murrees. Accordingly, at the commencement of operations. Sir C. Napier

instructed Captain Jacob to do all in his power to secure this co-operation, which,

after experiencing gi'eat difficulty, he effected.

The ^lurrees were gi'eatly alarmed at Sir C. Napier's proceedings, removed
all their families and property from Kahun into the hills northward ; while the

whole fighting strength of the Tribe assembled in arms at Kahun and its

neighbourhood.

However, their chiefs were at last persuaded to wait on Captain Jacob at

Lharee, and having explained the wishes of the General to them, he persuaded

them at last to visit Sir C. Napier at Deyra, and co-operate witli him against

the Doombkees, Jekranees, &c., &c.

This they did effectually, and the Belooches of Cutchee, who had taken

refuge in the hills, thus having their further retreat cut off, wei'e compelled to

surrender, and were removed by Sir C. Napier to Scinde.



SCIXDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 201

The Murrecs were treated with favor by Sir C. Napier, who made them 22ndSepteniber,i8r>4.

handsome presents. The General also commenced negotiating with them for

the surrender of three guns abandoned by Major Clibborn, which they had in

their possession at Kahun.
The discussion took place in presence of Captain Jacob ; the Murree Chiefs

promised, at Sir C. Napier's request, to give up one of these guns, and to

send it to Poolajee ; but knowing the bad effect of such proceedings on the minds
of these barbarians, and that they had neither the intention of giving up the

gun, nor the power of transporting it to the plains, Captain Jacob expressed a
strong opinion as to the impolicy of the negotiation, and told Sir C. Napier that

the Murrecs thought we were afraid of them. On this His Excellency abruptlv

broke off^ the negotiation, and the matter was never again agitated.

After this, the Murrees remained nominally in alliance with the British, but
the field being opened to them by the removal of the Doombkees and Jekranees,

and the Tribe having by this time acquired many horses, they plmidered all

over Cutchce as far south as Kunda, laying waste the whole province. The
feeble Government of Kclat did nothing to protect its country and people from
these robbers, Avho had indeed a secret understanding with certain traitors of

influence in the Durbar of the Khan of Kelat.

The Murrees for long abstained from outrages on the British border, and from The xiurrees for long

annoving the Khvheerees in Cutchee, who were under our protection. Their ""'*!'"". *^^?'",,i^.'"""

ii" • 1 c Till T-r.--!^ •!• 1
iltTiii!; in the British

lawless pursuits were, theretore, unchecked by the British troops, within whose territory.

range they took care never to come.

However, becoming bold by long impunity, and instigated by the gold and Attack on icusmorc.

the promises of Deevan Moolraj of Mooltan, the Murrees, in 1849, attempted
predatory incursions into the British territory of Scinde, and in April that year

one of their principal chiefs, Gool Gawur, with 200 men of the Tribe, formed
part of a band of marauders who made a furious attack on the British post of

Kusmore. This attack was repulsed with terrible loss to the assailants, and the

Murrees never again attempted an inroad into the British territory of Scinde

in force.

Petty attempts were made on various occasions by small parties of the Tribe
to carry off" camels from Boordicka, and in some instances the British horsemen,
following the robbers far into their hills, sustained from them considerable loss.

Lately all hostile attempts on the Scinde border have ceased ; but the Murree
plunderers still infest the district of the Punjaub between Mittenkote and Rojaun.

They have also repeatedly plundered the Khvheerees of Poolajee and its

neighbourhood, as well as the Boogtees at Sooree Kooshtuck, Ooch, &c.

STATE OF KELAT.

With the exception of the tracts occupied by the people above described, The state of KeUa.

the whole country adjoining the British dominions on the north and west of

Scinde is really as well as nominally subject to the Chief of Kelat.

The dominions of this Prince extend from Quetta, on the north, to the sea on Exteut of territory.

the coast of Mekran, a distance of near 400 miles ; and from the Frontier of

Persia, beyond Kharan and Punjgoor, on the west, to the boundary of British

Scinde, on the east, a distance also of about 400 miles.

By far the greater part of the extensive tract, comprising the whole of ^aturl oi louiiiry.

Beloochistan, is barren hill or sandy desert waste. In it is found almost every

variety of climate; and when the plains of Cutchee are intolerable, as in the

month of Mav, bv reason of the intense heat, dust storms, and poisonous winds,

the country about Quetta and Mustoong rejoices in the weather of an English

spring.

In Cutchee the air is almost perfectly free from moisture ; there are no climate

periodical rains, and rain seldom falls at all, the average quantity being about

two inches a year. When it docs rain, severe fever is certain to follow, from

which scarcely a soul escapes.

The well-kno\\Ti Bolaun Pass is the chief road connecting the upper with the BoUum Pass.

lower country. By this route, from Dadur to Quetta is about seventy-five miles;

while the difference between the climate, the plants, the animals of the provinces

is as great as if thev were on opposite sides of the earth.

In the upper or hill country, there are several very fertile valleys, of which
D D
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22ndSeptember,i854. Mustoong and Shawl (or Quetta) are the chief. These favored spots are,
Produce. hovvever, rare, and not extensive. The cultivated country of Mustoong is about

equal in surface to a circle of fifteen miles in diameter, while Shawl is much
smaller.

These valleys are watered by beautiful clear streams from the hills around,

and produce abundance of wheat, barley, various sorts of pulse, as also excellent

fruits, such as apples, pears, grapes, plums, apricots, &c., &c.

The hills abound with wild sheep and goats of several species, the flesh of

which is most excellent venison. The wealth of the country chiefly consists in

sheep, which are very numerous all over Beloochistan.

Wool. Their wool has of late years become a most valuable article of trade ; it is,

indeed, the only staple production, and as the communications of the country and
the intelligence of the people improve, the supply may be indefinitely increased.

cutchee. That part of the Kelat territory more immediately connected with British

Scinde is Cutchee.

This province is the plain country extending from the town of Dadui', at the

mouth of the Bolaun Pass in the north, to near Khyree Ghurrce, in British

Scinde, in the south, a distance of 100 miles, and from the foot of the western hills

to the frontier of the Punjaub districts, a distance of about 150 miles eastward.

The district of Hurrand Dajel, now in the Punjaub, was formerly the most
eastern possession of the Khans of Kelat, but it was about the year 1830 occupied

by Runjeet Sing, not restored by him to Kelat, and is now British territory.

Between Cutchee and Scinde is a desert, averaging about 20 miles in breadth.

Soil. AVherever water can be obtained the whole of this area of Cutchee is capable

of rich cultivation. It is watered by streams of the Bolaun, the Nara, the

Lharee, and the Teywaugh. The Nara being the most important.

But the produce of the country is in great measure dependent on rain.

Occasionally little or no rain falls during two or three years, and then the greater

part of the country is reduced to the state of arid desert. But when the seasons

are favorable during several successive years the country becomes repeopled, and
proves wonderfully fertile and productive.

I'rodxice. The grains chiefly grown are Bajeree and Jowaree, and such is the richness of

the soil with plenty of water, that from one sowing two, and even occasionally

three, crops of Jowaree have been reaped : the plant growing out again from the

old root.

In the immediate neighbourhood of Dadur, Lunnee Shorun, Gundava, Kotree,

and Jull, there are permanent streams always flowing from the hills, and at these

places gardens with fruits, &c., and some wheat are cultivated.

Kovemie. The whole revenue collected from the province of Cutchee amounts to about

Rupees 80,000, in favorable years. It has never reached so high as one lac.

In 1841, when Mr. Bell, then Political Agent in Upper Scinde, sequestrated

the province and collected its revenues, not more than 60,000 rupees could be

obtained.

(;inif town. The chief town of Cutchee is Baugh, and there the Brahooee Governor of the

province resides. The town contains about 6,000 permanent inhabitants, and
possesses a considerable trade. It is situated " on the Nara River, which is

strongly bunded near the town, and affords an abundance of good water. The
town next in importance to Baugh in this province is Gundava, which is, indeed,

sometimes considered as the chief town, as being the usual residence of the Khans
during the winter seasons ; but Gundava is inferior to Baugh both as to size and
importance.

Triii()=. The chief Tribes inhabiting Cutchee are, the Mugzees, and other branches of

the great family of Rind, various clans or families of Brahooces, Jutts, Kosahs,

Jumalces, Juttooees, Matchees, and the Belooche Tribes, the Doombkees and
Jekrances, and the distinct and peculiar tribe of Khyheerees.

Mugzees. The Mugzecs adjoin the Chandias in British Scinde.

The chief of the clan is Ahmed Khan, who resides at Jull. The Tribe can

muster about 2,000 fiohtinjif men.
Jutts. The Jutts, Kosahs, Jumalees, Juttooees, Matchees, Oomranees, Rundanees,

&c., &c., compose the mass of the peasantrv of the country, and are dispersed all

Predatory tribes, ovcr the proviucc. The Doombkees and Jekranecs (until part of the first and
i.<Kmd,keesundJc]<-

^-^^ ^^,j^^lg ^^ ^^^^ j^^^ ^^^^^ rj.^.^^^^
^^^^^ removed by Sir C. Napier, in 1845)

resided in Eastern Cutchee, where the majority of the Doomlikees are still living.
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The chief of the Doombkee Tribe is Belooche Khan ; he resides at Lharee, 22HdScptember,i854.

which, with a large tract of land in the neighbourhood, belongs to him.

The Doombkees also formerly possessed Poolajee and various other places in Tiie Khyheerees

its neighbourhood, from which they had driven the rightful possessors, the
''"^"^"o"*-

Khyheerees, who, about the year 1828, abandoned the country, and fled into

Scinde.

The Doombkees arc said to have come originallv from Persia, and to have Doombkees.

derived tlieir name from the river Doombuk in that province ; they are a most
hardy, brave, and warlike race, strongly resembling in character and manners
the Beedooeen Ai*abs. Their habits were predatory, and they were all Habits predatory.

horsemen.

The chief of the Tribe, Belooche Khan, being of peaceable disposition and Beioociie Khan,

indolent temperament, never joined in or encouraged the predatt)ry exploits of

his clan, but, with a small portion of his Tribe, resided in ease and quiet at

Lharee.

His Kinsman, Beojah Khan, who resided at, and possessed, Poolajee and the Bctjaii Khan,

adjacent country, was of an entirely opposite character, and, though Belooche

Khan was still respected as the hereditary chief, Beejah Khan commanded the

whole warlike power of the Doombkees, and of the Jekranees who associated

with them.

The chief of the Jekranee Tribe was, and is, Durrya Khan ; the Tribe is Jekranees.

quite distinct from the Doombkees, but, as the two clans were, under Beejah, ^""^^ ^ '•""'

united in war, and in all their proceedings with reference to the British

Government, they will be described together.

The two Tribes could, in 1839, muster, under Beejah Khan, about 1,500

horsemen well armed, and tolerably mounted, with probably five hundred more
able-bodied armed men on foot.

The British Government has been more concerned with these two Tribes than

with any other subject to Kelat ; but, before describing proceedings with these

men, it may be well to sketch here our first connection with the Kelat State

generally.

The first intercourse between the British Government and that of Kelat took Firet intercourse

place early in the year 1838, when Lieutenant Leach was detached to Kelat to «ith Keiat.

make arrangements regarding supplies, &c., for the army about to proceed to

Affghanistan.

Mehrab Khan, then Khan of Kelat, was a man of feeble temper, and was led intrigues of Maiio-

by one Moollah Mahomed Hussan, a very clever, plausible, and determined '"*^'' Hussan.

character, who by means of intrigue, assassination, and treacherous murder done

by his own hands, had raised himself to be the Khan's chief minister. This

man aspired, as will be seen hereafter, to be Prince of Kelat in his own person,

and had probably even then commenced intriguing for that purpose.

This Mahomed Hussan contrived that mutual dislike and mutual cause of

offence should arise between Mehrab Khan, and Lieutenant Leach ; and the

latter soon left Kelat in anger with, and to the joy of the Khan.
After the departure of Lieutenant Leach, Sir A. Burnes addressed angry

letters to Mehrab Khan, and the latter was most unjustly accused of seizing or

destroying divers stores of grain collected by order of Lieutenant Leach, for the

use of the British army.

When Shah Soojah, Sir W. MacNaughten, and the British forces arrived in

Scinde (with also the pretender to the Khanate of Kelat, Shah Newaz, in their

camp), Mehrab Khan wished to send envoys to express his good will and submission,

and the same Mahomed Hussan caused himself to be chosen for this duty.

Mahomed Hussan accordingly proceeded to meet the advancing army, and found

Sir W. MacNaughten at Baugh.
Mahomed Hussan there represented to Sir W. that his master, ^lehrab Treachery of ^ra•

Khan,was full of plots and evil intentions, but that he himself (^Mahomed Hussan)

was the most devoted friend of the British. The bearing and tact of Mahomed
Hussan might have imposed on any man who believes that worth could co-exist

with treachery ; as it was, he completely deceived both Sir W. MacNaughten and

Sir A. Burnes.

Mahomed Hussan was received as a fast friend of the British, and was

dismissed with instructions to endeavour to prevent his Prince from becoming

our enemy.



204 EECORDS OF THE

2211(1 Si'pteiiiber,1854,

ilalionit'd Hussan
deceives both par-
ties.

Writes to Bccjah
Khan and otliers in

tlie Khan's name.

Mohuii Lall

trigues.

The Kliai: is

tracted.

dis-

I'reilatory tribes

armed to attack
the JJritisli by Ma-
homed Hussan.
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He returned to Kelat, and informed Mehrab Khan that the English were

determined on his ruin, making use of every argument in his power to convince

him that his only chance of safety lay in open opposition.

At the same time, this Mahomed Hussan having, as Minister, the Khan's seal

in his possession, wrote letters to Beejah Khan Doombkee, and other predatory

Chiefs, to direct them to attack and plunder the British convoys passing through
Cutchee, to oppose the march of the troops, and otherwise to give the British

authorities all the annoyance in their power.

Many of these letters fell into the hands of Mr. Bell, the Political Agent in

Upper Scinde, and were esteemed as conclusive evidence against Mehrab Khan,
though he had no hand in their issue, and knew not of their existence.

From Quetta Sir A. Burnes was sent by Sir W. MacNaughten as envoy to

Kelat, for the purpose of removing ill impressions, and making friendly arrange-

ments with the Khan, with the view of keeping our communications through

Cutchee safe and free.

Everything was apparently agreed to, and it was settled that the Khan was to

proceed to Quetta, to pay his respects to Shah Soojah, but Sir A. Bui'nes was
again completely deceived by Mahomed Hussan, Shereef, and other clever traitors

in their train.

The Khan was made to believe that the English intended to imprison him ; still

he would have accompanied Sir A. Burnes, but the latter was induced to quit

him and proceed in advance to Quetta, leaving his Hindoo Moonshee, Mohun
Lall, to conduct His Highness the Khan.
Mohun Lall intrigued on his own account, and the Khan, uncertain on whom

to depend, delayed his march.
Meanwhile, Mahomed Hussan managed to have Sir A. Burnes waylaid and

attacked at night by some of his (Mahomed Hussan's ) servants, and robbed of a

sum of money, and the draft of the treaty agreed to and signed by Mehrab
Khan.

Sir A. Burnes was, of course, made to believe, without a shadow of doubt, that

this outrage had been committed by order of Mehrab Khan, against whom,
worked on by the inti'igues of Mahomed Hussan, Mahomed Shereef, and others,

he now became indignant.

Sir A. Burnes proceeded to tell his tale to Sir W. MacNaughten, no further

friendly negotiations were attempted, but it was determined to punish Mehrab
Khan when convenient.

Moollah Mahomed Hussan continued in secret communication with the British

authorities, but now assured his master that his cause was desperate, and that the

only course left for him was to assemble his forces and resist, as he could, the

attack which had become inevitable.

Meanwhile, all the predatory tribes owing allegiance to Kelat were incited by

Mahomed Hussan and Mahomed Shereef to plunder and annoy the British in

every way. What followed is notorious.

When Sir Thomas Wiltshire's division was returning to India, the General

was ordered to turn off from Quetta and attack Kelat.

The place was taken by storm on the 13th November, 1839, Mehrab Khan
was killed, and the town and citadel given up to plunder, Mahomed Hussan and

Mahomed Shereef surrendering themselves to the British.

The young son of Mehrab Khan, Nusseer, then some fourteen years old, became
a fugitive, and the British authorities set up as Khan of Kelat, Shah Newaz, a

descendant of an elder branch of the family of Mehrab Khan, but which branch

had been deposed by Ahmed Shah Abdalee a century before, and had not since

then pretended to the Khanate with any chance of success.
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The lineage of the Khan of Kelat is as follows

;

ABDOOLA KHAN.

MoHBCT Khan
Succeeded his father on

the Tlirone of Kelat :

after reigning three years,

was removed by AJinied

Shah Abdalee.

Hajee Khan.

Beaham Khan.

Ahmed Yar Kh.vn,

Killed by Mehrab Khan.

Shab Newaz.

Eltarz Khan,
Accidentally killed by
his brother, Nusseer, an-

cestor of the Eltarzabees.

Nusseer Khan.

Mehmood Khan. Mahojied Rehim
Khan,

Killed by the sis-

ter of Moostuffah

Khan, in revenge

for her brother's

murder.

Moostuffah Khan,
Murdered by his

brother, Mahomed
Rehim Khan.

SiRFEEAz Khan,
Killed by Mehrab

Khan.

Mehrab Khan,
Killed at the storming of

Kelat by the British, on
the 13th of November,

1839.

NussEEK Khan,
(Originally Hussan lOian) the present prince of Kelat.

AzTM Khan,
Still living.

Cutoliee taken from
the Kel.it ten-itory.

The Province of Cutchee had formerly belonged to the Kulora Ameers of

Scinde, but was taken from them by Nadir Shah, and given to Mohbut Khan,
Chief of Kelat, in requital for the death of his father, Abdoola Khan, killed in

battle with the Kulora Prince. Since the time of Nadir Shah, Cutchee had
been the undisputed territory of the Chiefs of Kelat.

But when, after the overthrow of Mehrab Khan, the British set up Shah
Newaz as Prince of Kelat, it was thought proper to sever from his territory the

province of Cutchee, which was accordingly annexed to the territories of Shah
Soojah-ool-Moolck, and administered by British Officers.

All this being arranged. Shah Newaz was established at Kelat with a British siiah xewaz esta

Resident, Lieutenant Loveday, at his court ; another Political Agent, Captain '^ "^' "* ^^' ''*'

Bean, being posted in Shawl. Neither of these officers was, perhaps, well

chosen, and neither proved equal to the delicate and difficult task he had to

perform ; their proceedings excited neither the respect, the fear, nor the love of

the Brahooees, who, on the contrary, either hated or despised them both. Shah
Newaz appears to have acted with good faith and considerable ability throughout

the transactions which followed.

But the Brahooee Tribe rose against him whom they considered an usurper,

and in favor of the young Nusseer Khan. The English Resident was murdered.
Shah Newaz compelled to abdicate, and open war commenced between the young
Khan and the British.

Several confused and disorderly encoimters took place between the Brahooees Skirmishes between

and the British troops at Kotree, Dadur, and other places. tiie British.

The Brahooee tribes

rise.
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Deatli of Mr. Bell.

Colonel Outram suc-

ceeds him.

Colonel Stacy suc-

I'eeds in bringing iu

the young Khan.

Nussecr Khau placed
on his father's

throne.

Political officer ap-
])ointed to reside at

Kelat.

Treaty with Kelat.

Rapine, yiolence, and anarchy prevailed throughout the country until, on the

death of Mr. Bell, Political Agent in Upper Scinde, in August, 1841, Colonel
Outram, then Political Agent in Lower Scinde, was appointed to the management
of all Scinde and Beloochistan. Acting on the advice of this officer, the
British Government revei'sed its former policy.

To Colonel Stacy was entrusted the difficult task of inducing the young Khan
to come in to the British authorities. In this he succeeded with the most
consummate ability. In company with Colonel Stacy, the young son of Mehrab
Khan waited on Colonel Outram, and was replaced on the throne of his father

in full sovereignty, and Cutchee, with all other forfeited portions of his territory,

was then restored to him.

A British Officer of ability and experience was appointed to reside at the
Court of Kelat, and order was speedily restored throughout the country.

A treaty between the British Government and the new Khan of Kelat was
made, as follows :

—

TREATY entered into between Major Outram, on behalf of the Government
of India, and Meer Nusseer Khan, Chief of Kelat, on his own part.

Whereas Meer Nusseer Khan, son of Mehrab Khan, deceased, having tendered
his allegiance and submission, the British Government and His Majesty Shah
Soojah-ool-Moolck recognise him, the said Nusseer Khan, and his descendants,

as Chiefs of the Principality of Kelat, on the following terms :

—

1st.—Acknowledges Meer Nusseer Khan himself, and his descendants, the
vassals of the King of Cabool, in the manner as his ancestors were formerly vassals

of His Majesty's ancestors.

2nd.—Of the tract of country resumed on the death of Meer Mehrab Khan,
namely, Cutchee, Mustoong and Shawl, the two first will be restored to Meer
Nusseer Khan, and his descendants, through the kindness of His Majesty Shah
Soojah-ool-Moolck.

3rd.—Should it be deemed necessary to station troops, whether belonging to the

Honble. Company or Shah Soojah-ool-Moolck, in any part of the territory of

Kelat, they shall occupy such positions as may be thought advisable.

4th.—Meer Nusseer Khan, his heirs and successors, will always be guided by
the advice of the British Officer residing at his Durbar.

5th.—The passage of merchants and others into AfFghanistan, from the river

Indus on the one side, and from the sea-port of Soumeeanee on the other, shall

be protected by Meer Nusseer Khan, as far as practicable, nor will any oppression

be practised on such persons, nor any undue exactions made beyond an equitable

toll to be fixed by the British Government and Meer Nusseer Khan.
6th.—Meer Nusseer Khan binds himself, his heirs, and successors, not to hold

any political communication, nor enter into any negotiation with foreign powers,

without the consent of the British Government, and of His Majesty Shah Soojah-

ool-Moolck, and in all cases to act in subordinate co-operation with the Government
of British India, and of the Shah, but the usual amicable correspondence with
neighbours to continue as heretofore.

7th.—In case of an attack on Meer Nusseer Khan, by an open enemy, or of

any difference arising between him and any foreign power, the British Government
will afford him assistance or good offices, as it may judge to be necessary or

proper for the maintenance of his rights.

8th.—Meer Nusseer Khan will make due provision for the support of Shah
Newaz Khan, either by pension, to be paid through the British Government, on
condition of that Chief residing within the British territory, or by gi-ant of

estates within Kelat possessions, as may hereafter be decided by the British

Government.
Done at Kelat, this 6th day of October, A.D. 1841, corresponding with the

A.H. 1257.

The Brahooces licncc-

fortli remained at

])cace.

Predatory tribes of

])lain and hill.

Beejah Khan.

Henceforth the Brahooee Tribes and all those of Western Cutchee remained
in peace and quiet, but meanwhile the predatory Tribes of Eastern Cutchee, the

Doombkees and Jckranees, and the hill Tribes, the Murrees and Boogtees, had
been at open war with the British.

During the year 1839, Beejah Khan and his lawless followers, induced by
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habit and inclination, as well as by the intrigues of the ti'eacherous minister, 22ndSeptember,T854.

Mahomed Ilussan, attacked and attempted to plunder every party passing through
Cutchee.

In this way they did immense injury to the British ; no man was safe, and the

troops were harassed beyond endurance by the strength and frequency of the

escorts required through the hot season.

Mr. Bell, the Political Agent, in ]\Iay, 1839, endeavoured to make an arrange- jionthiy payment

nient with Jieeiah Khan, wherebv, for a pavment of some 3,000 rupees a month, ">'>'''i<^<^

the iseejau

1 T ni • £• 1 1 1 \, 1 .
•" !• II- 1

to abstain from plun-
the maraudmg Uhiet slioukl agree to abstam trom plundermg, and to protect our .lering the British,

convoys, but the Doombkees scornfully rejected the oiFer. ''"* lefused by him.

It was then determined to send a force against him, and to attack the robbers Tiie British antho-

in Poolajee, &c., and on the 3rd June, 1839, fortv European soldiers, Artillerv "'ies determined to

IT.' -IT- /-I / IT ^ r'> ^- 1 T^ • 1 •, send a lorce aganist
and Infantry, with Lieutenant Lorry, ot 11. M.s //th Kegiment, marched Beejaii.

from Sukkur to Shikarpoor, under command of Lieutenant Jacob, to join the

intended expedition to Cutchee.

The heat proved so intense, that, in spite of all possible care, and though the From the intense

men marched onlv at night. Lieutenant Corrv and eleven of the European soldiers
'"^"t "'=i".y fasnaities

Til 1
• A 1 • • 1 1

• -11 -lit f,i •. occur, and the expe-
died by the way. At this time the thermometer m the hospital shed at ohikar- 'lition does not pro-

poor was standing daily at from 130 to 140 degrees.
'^^'''''

It was thought impossible to carry on military operations in such weather, and
the expedition was, for the time, abandoned. Becjah had full information Beejah becomes more

regarding our intended proceedings, and now, of com-se, his marauding parties
''"'''"

became more bold than before.

However, in the month of October, 1839, another force was prepared, which, Anotiier expedition

under command of Major Billamore, of the 1st Bombav Grenadier Kesjiment, '* ^ent agamst the

•
1 1 rn*i pT-i' /-i ^

pliuiuerers.

proceeded to operate against the predatory iribes of Eastern Cutchee and the

neighbouring hills.

This detachment arrived at Poolajee early in November, 1839; but Beejah The force arrives at

Khan, with the whole of his followers, had abandoned the plain country, and a'baiXned'byBlejah.

with their wives and families taken refuge in the jNIurrec and Boogtee Hills,

which commence at a distance of five miles only from the town of Poolajee.

After considerable delay, it was determined that the British detachment
should enter these formidable mountains, and attack the robbers in their

strongholds.

Accordingly, Major Billamore entered the hills in two detachments, one tiio force under

proceeding bv the route of the Lharee River to Kahun, and the other to Devra, ^'''"^ Biiiamore
^ A ^ /~n ' • ' enters the lulls.

Via the Ghoree.

Both parties reached the places above-mentioned Avithout serious opposition ; Reaches Deyra and

but not without great labor, by reason of the extraordinary difficult nature of the ^'^•''""'•

country.

At Deyra the British detachment was twice attacked by the whole Boogtee Attacked in force by

Tribe, who were defeated with severe loss. Their chief, Bcebruck, was seized, ""^ i^o"^'tees, who

and sent prisoner to Scinde. ]Many other minor affairs occurred with the fcated.

mountaineers, who were always beaten with loss.

Major Billamore marched over the hills from Deyra to Kahun with his Jrajor Billamore

Artillery, took possession of that place, and thence proceeded over the Passes of Irevcrrd'irech'on

Nuffoosk, Surtoff, &c., to Poolajee, having traversed the hills in every direction, "''•' •'« Artillery.

making roads as he went, taking his Artillery everywhere over everything, and ibosMoVhe plain."

'

having beaten the enemy in every encounter.

^leanwhile, Beejah Khan, Durrya Khan, and the other chiefs of the Beejah ichan biin-

Doombkees and Jekranees, finding themselves not safe in the hills, while Major surrender,'.''*^

'"''*'

Billamore was at Deyra, went in and surrendered to the Political Officers in the

plain, and were imjjrisoned by order of Mr. Bell, the Political Agent.
British troops of all three arms were now posted at Lharee, Poolajee, Chuttur, British troops postal

1 oi 1

^ ' » J
»

J
i„ (^utchee.

and Slialipoor.

Belooche Khan, the Doombkee Chief, who had from the first refused to join

the Beejah in hostilities against the English, was, with his followers, treated with
consideration and favor ; but the other portion of the Doombkee Tribe, and the

Jekranees, were deprived of their lands at Poolajee, Chuttur, &:c., and an attempt Attempts are made

was made to replace on them the Khyheerees who had been driven out by Beejah iictTCcs'in Cutchee.

eleven or twelve years before.

The Kliyheerees in the British service, to the number of two hundred men,
did, indeed, in consequence, return to their old abode ; but the bulk of the
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22iulScptember,1854.

It is determined per-

manently to occupy
Kaliun.

JI:ijor Brown is

sliijhtly opjiosed at

XuHbosk, and Lieut.

Clarke wounded.

The detachment
reaches Kahuu.

A Soobadarand
party destroyed to a
man by the Murrees.

Clarke is attacked at

Surtoff and killed.

JIajor Clibborn sent

to relieve Kahun.

Kuffoosk occupied
by the Murrees.

The Pass attacked
by tlie British, 30th
August, 1840.

The Murrees fall

violently on Major
Clibborn's force, and
are repulsed with
licavy loss.

Heat and want of

water intolerable.

Major Clibborn is

betrayed by Meer
llussan Notanee, and
loses his horses.

Major Clibborn
abandons his artil-

lery, leaves Kahun
to its fate, and re-

treats in disorder.

JIajor Brown holds
out in Kahun till the

cud of Sei)teniber,

and then honourably
capitulates

Tribe feared to do so, and remained in Scinde with all their families and

property.

It was also determined that British troops should permanently occupy the

town of Kahun, and in pursuance of this resolution, three hundred men of the

5th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, with a detachment of Artillery with two

field pieces, and a small party of the Scinde Irregular Horse, under Lieutenant

Clarke, the whole under command of Captain Lewis Brown, of the 5th Regi-

ment, entered the hills on the 2nd May, 1840. Captain Brown was slightly

opposed by the Murrees at the Pass of NuflPoosk, when Lieutenant Clarke and

several men were wounded, and one killed on our side.

The detachment reached Kahun, however, in safety on the evening of the

11th May, 1840, having with it provisions for four months. On the l6th.

Lieutenant Clarke proceeded from Kahun with the camels which had carried

the provisions to Kahun—some 600 in number ; 50 men of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, and 150 of the 5th Regiment Native Infantry, according to instructions

received from Captain Brown, under command of a Soobadar, were sent back

by Clarke after he had crossed NufFoosk in safety. In its way back to Kahun,
this party was attacked by the whole force of the Murree Tribe, and destroyed

to a man.
The Murrees, then, flushed with success achieved Avith such unexpected ease,

followed up Clarke, and came on him at Surtoif, which he had descended in

safety.

Totally unaware of what had occurred at Nuffoosk, Clarke had halted for the

night at the water at the foot of SurtofF. Seeing the Murrees occupying the

hills about his camp, he proceeded to attack them with a portion of his Infantry.

His ammunition failed, and being overwhelmed by numbers, he was killed, with

all the men with him. Most of the horsemen, bringing with them twelve of the

Infantry, escaped to Lharee ; the rest of the party were destoyed, and all the

camels fell into the hands of the enemy.

Communication with Kahun was now cut ofT; it was closely invested by the

Murrees, who, however, dared not assault the place. Captain Brown was left to

his own resources until August, 1840, when Major Clibborn, with a Regiment

of Infantry, half a Field Battery, and 300 of the Scinde and Poona Horse, was

sent to relieve Kahun, with supplies and reinforcements.

Major Clibborn reached Nuff'oosk on the 31st August: he found it occupied

by the Mui-rees in great strength. The heat of the weather was excessive, and

Major Clibborn found no water at Nutfoosk. The British detachment arrived

on the spot at 10 a.m., and at 2 p.m. Major Clibborn proceeded to storm the

Pass.

The path is steep and narrow, and the advance party, nobly led by Captain

Raitt, of the Grenadiers, was overwhelmed by showers of stone and shot, its

leader and several other oflacers killed, and its shattered remains, mingled with

thousands of the Murrees, were driven headlong down the hill. Without a

moment's pause, the crowd of Murrees threw themselves on the main body of

Major Clibborn's detachment, and a close fight ensued, which speedily ended in

the repulse of the mountaineers, leaving 240 of their best men dead on the ground.

The Murrees had fled, but want of water and intense heat had exhausted the

British troops. Major Clibborn made no attempt to follow, but sent his

artillery horses, under charge of a treacherous guide, to where it was said they

would find water.

The guide (one Meer Hussan Notanee, now in prison at Ahmednuggur) led

them into an ambuscade. The horses were taken, and the escort destroyed by

the ]\Iurrees.

On receiving information of this disaster, at 10 p.m.. Major Clibborn

determined to abandon Kahun to its fate, and retreat as he could to the plains.

Guns, camels, stores, and all else, were abandoned ; and the debris of the force

fled to Poolajee, which place they reached in safety ; the Murrees having sufifered

far too severely to attempt any pursuit or annoyance.

Captain Brown being now left to his fate, remained holding the town of Kahun,

until the 28th September, when having entirely exhausted his provisions, nearly

expended his ammunition, and having forty men of his small garriscm totally

disabled by sickness, he evacuated the place, under agreement with the Murrees,
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and with noble dctci'niination taking his Howitzer with him, with infinite exertion, 22ndSeptember.i854.

reached Foolajee on the 1st October, 1840. Kea^llesl'oolajee^^ith

The Hill Tribes were now left alone. Beeiah Khan, and the other Chiefs in "f
""' ';'^^'

• J, lie Ivii vucerecs
prison, were released, and restored to their lands in the plains of Cutchee, whence again ejected, and

the Khvheerces were again unceremoniously ejected bv the Political Ajrent, Mr. pct'j/>i>Kiiau restored
• o . J . o J to Ins former lands.

J3ell.

At the end of the year 18-11, after the death of Mr. Rell, when ^lajor Outram New arrangements

had succeeded to the Political Agency in Upper Scinde and Beloochistan, and had '" ^'"''^''ee.

restored Nusseer Khan to his father's throne, new arrangements . were made
throughout Cutchee.

Scebee had been taken possession of, in the name of Shah §oojah, and a
Political Officer was now appointed to reside there ; our troops were withdrawn
from Lharec ; Cutchee was restored to Kelat ; and measures were taken to

prevent any further annoyance from the predatory Tribes.

The tranquillity of this country, and the good will of its Chiefs and people, now Measures taken by-

became of the greatest possible importance, by reason of the revolt of the
en'sure\he"tran-*"

Affghans and the state of affairs at Cabool. Our disasters there were well quiiuty of the coun-

known to the Chiefs of the predatory Tribes in Cutchee, and on the frontier, as
*''^'

well as to the Ameers of Scinde, while our available military force was very small.

In December 1841, the Political Agent, Colonel Outram, selected Captain Captain Jacob ap-

Jacob for the command of the Scinde Irregular Plorse, and the Political charge fi^'SV]j™ar
of Eastern Cutchee. By reason of the number of men detached, only about 250 Horse.

men of the Scinde Irregular Plorse were available for service in this quarter, iiiiitary arrange-

But a company of Native Infantry and two field pieces were posted at Chuttur, "jj"'^ °° ""^ ^'*'""

which place Captain Jacob made his head-quarters.

A field work was drawn around the Camp, and provisions were stored in it for

three months, by which arrangements every single horseman became available for

active service outside.

The princi})al leaders of the predatory Tribes, with about 150 of their horsemen, BeioocUe horsemen

were taken into the British service, and attached to the Scinde Irregular Horse
; atniclied t'o^tlie'

'""^

among these were Beejah Khan, Mahomed Khan, and ]\Iumdhoo Khan, scinde irregular

Doombkees ; Durrya Khan, and Toork Ali, Jeki'anees. The arrangements "'^'^'

succeeded well.

Toork Ali, the oldest man and shrewdest robber in the country, then 90 years Toork au Jekranee,

of age (still living and in good health, and now, 1854, 104 years old), proved stuTaU^ve'aTiol!''

treacherous, and deserted to the Boogtees, on whose hills he managed to collect

a large body of outlaws and plunderers, to the number of 1,500, wnth whom he Attempts at inroads

attempted an inroad into Scinde, but the attempt proved vain, for, on Lieutenant '""* ^'-'"'''^•

Jacob proceeding to attack Toork Ali and his followers, who had assembled at

Ooch, the robbers dispersed, and their army was completely broken up, and These attempts fail.

Toork Ali compelled to fly to the Punjaub. Beejah Khan and all the other Beejah Khan and the

wild Chiefs, with their followers, proved pci'fectly faithful during all the trying fec'th-^faluitui.'^^'^

period of 1842, and exerted themselves actively and honestly under the British

Oificers in preserving the peace of the country.

The ^luzzarecs, Boordees, Boogtees, and others, were kept completely in Predatory tribes

check, our communications through Upper Scinde and Cutchee were preserved ','^'" '" '^
'^''

unmolested, and no successful inroad into Scinde occun-ed during the whole protected throughout

year 1842. is-*^-

The following communication was made to Captain Jacob, by the Political

Agent, on this subject :

—

LETTER from the Political Agent in Scinde and Beloochistan to Lieutenant Letter from Political

Jacob, Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, dated 9th November, 1 842. tiirsdnde irregu'iar

Horse.

Sir,

I cannot depart from Scinde without performing my duty to yourself and the Letter.

corps you command, in acknowledging the great obligations I am under to you,

to Lieutenants Malcolm and Fitz-Gerald, and to the Native Officers and men of

the Scinde Irregular Russala.

For the first time within the memory of man, Cutchee and Upper Scinde have

been for a whole year entirely free from the irru])tion of the Hill Tribes, by which

villages were annually destroyed, lives and property sacrificed, and the whole

country kept in a state of fever.

E E
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Letter.

22ndSeptember,i854. During the past year, the emissaries of our enemies had been unremitting in

their exertions to instigate the northern Hill Tribes to resume their marauding
habits, with a view to disturb our communications with Affghanistan, through
Scinde and Cutchee, and so far succeeded, that large bands of freebooters were,

at one time, assembled for the purpose, mider some of the most noted of their

former leaders ; but in vain they strove to effect their objects, which were solely

counteracted by the indomitable zeal with which you, your Officers, and men, so

constantly exposed yourselves, especially throughout the hot months, whereby
every attempt of the marauders to enter the plains was baffled ; the extraordinary

vigilance you have exerted, and the strict discipline you have maintained, not

merely in the Scinde Russala, but also among the quotas of Belooche Horse which
were under your orders, have deterred the northern Tribes fi-om connecting

themselves in hostility during the late exciting period, in dread of the Corps you
so ably command.

I am bound accordingly to attribute to the Scinde Irregular Horse the

profound tranquillity which has been preserved in Upper Scinde and Cutchee,

and I beg you will accept yourself, and convey to your Officers and men, my
gi'ateful thanks. I have the honor to annex an extract ( Para. 11) from a

despatch which I addressed to Mr. Secretary Maddock on the 9th ultimo,

expressing my obligations to you personally.

(Sigiied) J. OUTRAM, Major,

Political Agent Scinde and Beloochistan.

Beloochlstan evacu-
iited by the British.

Conquest of Scinde.

The Doomhkees and
Jekranees resume
their predatory
habits.

Measures to protect
the frontier prove
msuccessfiU.

Sir C. Napier's hill

jampaign of 1345.

By the end of November, 1842, all the British troops and functionaries had
been withdrawn from AiFghanistan, Beloochistan, and Cutchee.

The Belooche Chiefs and followers were dismissed from our service, the camp
at Shikarpoor was ordered to be abandoned, and the whole British military force

in Upper Scinde was concentrated at Sukkur.
Then came the war in Scinde, and in the month of March, 1843, the province

was annexed to the British dominions.

During the year 1843, no troops were stationed on the frontier, and no one

was placed in charge of it.

Beejah Khan, with his Doombkees and Jekranees, having been for a full year

in peace and quiet, returned to a life of rapine and adventm'e with double zest

;

they were joined by many hundred of discontented, lawless, and desperate

characters from Scinde and the neighbouring countries, and the Bobber Tribes

of Cutchee became more formidable than ever.

Their inroads extended up to Shikarpoor and to Larkana, the country was
laid waste, and no man's life or property was for a moment safe.

The robbers entered Scinde in bodies of five hundred horse or more, and
sacked and burnt large villages far within the British border in open day, with

perfect impunity.

Bv the end of 1843, nothing- could have been worse than the state of affairs in

this part of the country : no man on either side of the desert could find safety

except by joining the robbers.

All this evil might have been prevented by retaining, or again entertaining in

our service, the best of the border Chiefs, with a sufficient number of their

followers to form an effective Police, but nothing was done until the end of 1843,

when the Governor of Scinde attempted to remedy these terrible disorders by

building a fort at Larkana, and there posting the Scinde Camel Corps, then

being raised
;
placing strong detachments of Cavalry at Khyree Ghurree and

Rojaun ; a Regiment of Cavalry, with a Field Battery, at Khanghur ; and a

strong Brigade at Shikarpoor ; Frontier Head-Quarters being established at the

last named place, and an Officer specially appointed to command the whole

Frontier.

But neither Officers nor men well understood their work, and these measures

did not prove effectual.

The country people were not in the least protected ; the wildest disorder,

rapine, and bloodshed everywhere prevailed ; the British troops were several

times signally defeated by the robbers, and were never successful against them :

while, on the other hand, they not only did not protect our peasantry, but

sometimes killed and wounded great numbers of them by mistake.

This state of affairs continued till in January, 1845, Sir C. Napier in person,
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with Generals Hunter and Simpson, at the head of an army of about seven 22ndSeptember,i854.

thousand men of all anns, and accompanied by ^leer Ali ^lorad, with an

auxiliary force of some 4,000 Bcloochcs, proceeded' against the Robber Tribes of

Cutchee, under Beejah Khan Doombkee.
Beejah, of course, fled before the coming storm, and, with all his followers and Beejah Khan flies to

their families, took refuge in the Boogtee Hills : the Boogtees making common ^'"'^ "^^^

cause with them. Sir C. Napier followed with all his forces, and pursued them
in the hills for two months or more ; but the pursuit would have been in vain. Major Jacob en-

but that at last the Murrees (the negotiations with whom had been entrusted to
go^itfons withUie

Major Jacob) were induced to deny the fugitives a passage through their Murrees, induces

country . fugitives a passage

Unexpectedly cut oflF from that side, the Doombkces and Jekranees surrendered : through their terri-

Beejah Khan, with the chief poi-tion of the former Tribe, to Ali Morad ; the
°^^'

others to Sir C. Napier. But Islam Khan and his Boogtees all effected their

retreat to the Khetran countrv.

Beejah Khan and his son, Wuzzeer Khan, with the rest of his family and Beejah Khan being

followers, remained state prisoners in custody of Meer Ali Morad till' 1851,
fono^l.'^sare.lt'the

when Beejah Khan having meanwhile died of old age, at the request of Major recommendation of

Jacob they were released, and in October, 1851, allowed to return to Cutchee, Ita^ed.OctobeMssi-

where they joined their Chief, Belooche Khan, and have up to this time been

behaving peaceably and well.

The prisoners released on this occasion amounted to about fifteen hundred

souls, men, women, and children.

The Jekranees under Durrya Khan, with the remaining portion of the

Doombkees under Jummal Khan, with other associated petty Tribes who
surrendered on this occasion to Sir C. Napier, were removed to Scinde, and "^^he

^^^^f^^.!'"'^Ill !• c • 1 1-1 others remain m
established at and near Janadeyra, close to the border or ocmde ; these then scinde.

became Tribes of British Scinde, and will henceforth be treated under that head.

While the troops were in the hills, Major Jacob was instructed by Sir C.
jt^r^^eted'Thidu'ce

Napier to endeavour to induce the Chandias or Murrees to settle in Cutchee, on the chandias and

the lands frorn which the Doombkees and Jekranees were removed, but these
^^ja'i^ds^ot^the^^

Tribes feared to occupy them, and Major Jacob then recommended that the Boogtees.

rightful owners, the Khyheerees, should be re-established on the lands of their They refuse,

fathers.

Sir C. Napier at once assented, and offered to confirm whatever ai*rangement

Major Jacob thought best and could make. Major Jacob w^as personally

intimately acquainted with all the Khyheeree Chiefs; but their fears were great,
^hen reiusflted with

and much difficulty was experienced by him in inducing them again to occupy some difficulty.

the country from which they had been forcibly expelled. However, at last they

consented in good earnest, and sent for their women, childi-en, and families from

Scinde. They were then formally reinstated in their lands, with the full consent

of the Khan of Kelat, with whom Major Jacob was instructed to arrange the

matter.

After Sir C. Napier left the hills and returned to the plain, the Khan of

Kelat waited on him bv appointment at Shahpoor.

Nothing was, however, arranged at this interview in any way calculated to procecHngs with the

strengthen the Khan's hands, or to enable him to establish good government in ^^^'^ "'" i^'^'"'-

his dominions.

Sir C. Napier considered the treaty of 1841 as waste paper, and the influence

of the traitor Mahomed Hussan was still paramount in Kelat Durbar.

No permanent arrangement of any kind was made; in short, the position of The Khan misunder-

the Khan was quite misunderstood.' The interview was rather productive of ^^"°^

mischief than otherwise, for the traitors now thought their policy secure.

After the hill campaign, a detachment consisting of two Companies of Infantry, Frontier arrange-

a Troop of Cavalry, and a field piece, was posted at Shahpoor, in Cutchee ; the "^mpai^^'^o/m""

Bundelcund Legion was posted at Khanghur, &c. ; its Commandant, Captain

Beatson, being appointed to the especial command of the frontier.

The Scinde Camel Corps was posted as before at Larkana, and was included

in the frontier force.

The country remained quiet for some months, but the Jekranees and

Doombkees having been removed, the Murrees and Boogtees, now finding the

wav open to them, took their places as border robbers.

Their proceedings are described under the proper heads.
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>2nd September,] 854.

Major Jacob ap-
|)ointed Political

Superintendent and
Commandant ou the
frontier, January,
1848.

Proceedings of Jla-

liomed Iliissan,

minister of Kclat.

Interview between
Xusseer Khan and
tlie Conmiissioner in

Scinde, Februarj',

1854.

JIajor Jacob directed

to execute a new
treaty with Kelat.

Soon after Sir C. Napier's departure from Scinde, in October, 184/, Major

Jacob was formally appointed Political Superintendent as well as Commandant
of the Frontier.

Wukkeels were appointed by the Khan of Kelat and Meer Ali Morad to

reside with him at Jacobabad, and other arrangements were made which will be

described when treating of the British territory.

The traitorous Wuzzeer, Mahomed Hussan, was now at the zenith of his power,

and thought that the time had come to bring matters to a crisis.

After many preliminary negotiations, and a formal visit to Major Jacob by his

brother, Mahomed Ameen, the Governor of Cutchee, to feel his way, Mahomed
Hussan asked to be allowed himself to visit the Political Superintendent at

Jacobabad.

He came, accordingly, on the 11th March, 1851. At this time Major Jacob

w-as not fully acquainted with the extent of his treachery ; while the man's noble

bearing and great mental power might have enabled him to deceive any one not

on his guard.

On the occasion of this first visit, Mahomed Hussan remained at Jacobabad

for a fortnight or more, and had strictly private confidential conferences with

Major Jacob, but during all that time only affected the greatest zeal for the

welfare of his Prince, the Khan of Kelat, and Major Jacob had little suspicion of

the game which he was playing.

The following year he again sought an interview, again came to Jacobabad,

and now explained his real object, which was, in eiFect, to obtain the consent of

the British Government to his usurpation of the Khanate of Kelat, of which he

already possessed all the real power. As soon as this object was clear beyond a

doubt. Major Jacob told him that he was a traitor, and next day he departed on

his return to Kelat.

Finding success now hopeless as regarded the countenance of the British

authorities, Mahomed Hussan became desperate, intrigued with the Murrees,

whom he assisted in plundering in Cutchee, and did all in his power to prevent

peace and quiet being established.

When proper opportunity occm'red, Major Jacob explained all these matters

fully to the Khan of Kelat, who was with some difficulty convinced of the truth

of what was reported to him regarding his Wuzzeer, by whom he had been kept

in a state of pei'fect ignorance ; but being of a good disposition, and not wanting

in natural ability, Nusseer Khan soon roused himself, and endeavom'ed to transact

the business of his Government in person. Mahomed Hussan was removed from

office and placed in arrest (but not in confinement), in which position he still

remains.

In February, 1854, at the request of Major Jacob, the Khan of Kelat himself

came to Jacobabad to meet Mr. Fi-ere, the Commissioner in Scinde. This

personal interview had the best effects in removing doubts and misunderstanding,

and completely overthrew whatever remained of the influence and power of the

traitor JMahomed Hussan.

The Khan and his Sirdars returned well pleased from the conference.

jNIajor Jacob, on the 22nd April, 1854, was honored with the commands of

the Government of India, directing him to make a new Treaty with the Khan of

Kelat.

In pursuance of these instructions he immediately proceeded to Mustoong, at

which place he requested that His Highness the. Khan would meet him. On
arrival at Mustoong, on the 12th May, Major Jacob found His Highness the

Khan waiting to receive him.

The terms of the new Treaty were soon discussed, and all being agreed to, the

Treaty was formally signed and sealed by the Khan on the 14th May, 1854.

Treaty with Kelat
executed 14th May,
lt^.".4.'

TREATY between the British Government and i\Ieer Nusseer Khan, Chief of

Kelat, concluded on the part of the British Government by Major John
Jacob, C.B., in virtue of full powers' granted by the Most Noble the

Marquis of Dalhousie, K.T., &c.. Governor-General of India, and by Meer
Nusseer Khan, Chief of Kelat.

Whereas, the course of events has made it expedient that a new agi-eement

should be concluded between the British Government and Meer Nusseer Khan,



SCIXDE IRREGULAR HORSE. 213

Chief of Kclat, the following articles have heen agreed on between the said i22ndSeptember,i854.

Government and His Highness :—
^

'^''^''"•^' "'"' '^'^''"

1st. The Treaty concluded bv Major Outram between the British Government
and Meer Nusseer Khan, Chief of Kelat, on the 6th October, 1841, is hereby

annulled.

2nd. There shall be perpetual friendsliip between the British Government and
Meer Nusseer Khan, Chief of Kelat, his heirs and successors.

3rd. Meer Nusseer Khan binds himself, his lieii-s and successors, to oppose to

the utmost all the enemies of the British Government, in all cases to act in

subordinate co-operation with that Government, and to enter into no negotiation

with other states without its consent, the usual friendly correspondence with

neighbours being continued as before.

4th. Should it be deemed necessary to station British ti'oops in any part of

the territory of Kelat, they shall occupy such positions as may be thought

advisable by the British authorities.

5th. Meer Nusseer Khan binds himself, his heirs and successors, to prevent

all plundering or other outrage by his subjects, within or in the -neighbourhood

of British territory, to protect the passage of merchants to and fro, between the

British dominions and Aflfohanistan, whether bv wav of Scinde or bv the^w '•11
seaports of Mckran, and to permit no exactions to be made, beyond an equitable

duty, to be fixed by the British Government and Meer Nusseer Klian, and the

amount to be shown in the schedule annexed to this Treaty.

6th. To aid Meer Nusseer Khan, his heirs and successors, in the fulfilment

of these obligations, and on condition of a faithful performance of them year by

year, the British Government binds itself to pay to Meer Nusseer Khan, his heirs

and successors, an annual subsidy of fifty thousand (50,000) Company's Rupees.

7th. If, during any year, the conditions above mentioned shall not be faithfully

performed by the said Nusseer Khan, his heirs and successors, then the annual

subsidy before mentioned of fifty thousand (50,000) Company's Rupees will not

be paid by the British Government.
Done at Mustoong this fourteenth day of May, 1854.

Schedule showing amount of duty to be levied on merchandise passing through Schedule referred to

the dominions of the Khan of Kelat referred to in Art. 5 of this Treaty. '" -•
r u l ...

On each camel load, without respect to value, from the Northern Frontier to

the sea, either to Kurrachee or other port. Company's Rupees six (6) on each

camel as above, from the Northern Frontier to Shikarpoor, Company's Rupees

five (5). The same duties to be levied on merchandise passing in the contrary

direction from the sea, or from Scinde to the Kelat territorv.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde

The following memorandum shows the nature of the matters which ]Major

Jacob endeavoured to impress on the mind of the Khan when oiFering the Treaty

for his acceptance.

MEMORANDA of personal communication by Major Jacob to his Highness Hra.hoic..«tereme

the Khan of Kclat, at Mustoong, on the 13th May, 1854, referred to in
'"'""• ^••'"•

Letter No. 88, of the 14th May, 1854, to the Secretary to the Government

of India.

In the year 1841 the British Government, through Colonel Outram, made

with your Highness a Treaty, by which yoiu- Highness bound yourself to be true

to the British Government and" to Shah Soojah, to protect trade, &c., through

your territory, and to conform to some other arrangements, while the British

Government agreed to protect your Highness against all foreign enemies.

The death of Shah Soojah,' the overthrow of his dynasty, and the complete

change of circumstances which have since taken place, necessarily rendered this

Treaty void, as Government formerly decided, at the recommendation of Sir C.

Na])ier, when the question was raised in 1842-43.

But vour Highness has done nothing in breach of the treaty, and has deserved well

of the British Government. While, with reference to the state of the Frontier of

S.:inde, it has always been my opinion that the establishing of a firm, active, and
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22iidSei)tcmi)er,i854. friendly power at Kelat would be gi'eatly for the advantage of the British

H'i^iiir"s the'Khan^
interests ; and accordingly, since I was placed in political charge of the Scinde

uf keiat. Frontier in 1847, I have never ceased to urge this on Government.
There were, however, sei'ious objections to the course recommended by me,

which I will presently explain to your Highness. But, on the whole view of the

case, the British Government has now authorized me to conclude with your

Highness a new Treaty, on such terms as will, I trust, afford satisfaction to your

Highness, and, I hope, prove of beneficial effect on all concerned. The
difficulties hitherto experienced in efifecting a satisfactory arrangement between

the two Governments have been caused by the peculiar state of affairs in your

Highness's territories, and by the conduct of some of your Highness's Officers,

especially of the Wuzzeer Mahomed Hussan. Without order and unity of

purpose there can be no good government. The British Government for long

thought it hopeless to attempt to assist yom* Highness, because until some
intention of establishing order and some unity of purpose appeared, such

assistance would have been abused, or, at all events, have been of no permanent
benefit.

When the subjects of your Highness plundered and laid waste all the British

border in 184.3-44, and the Governor of Scinde called on your Highness to put

a stop to these outrages, your Highness asserted your inability to control your

turbulent subjects. A Bi'itish army was then led by Sir C. Napier against the

predatory tribes in rebellion against your Highness; punishment was inflicted on

them, but still the authority of your Highness did not appear to have been

strengthened : your subjects were no better controlled than before, and the

British territory was still insulted and wasted by their lawless inroads.

Under these circumstances, to assist yom' Highness with troops appeared of

little use, while pecuniary assistance seemed to be equally objectionable, because

whatever aid might be granted would probably be misapplied and wasted on the

private intrigues and quarrels of your Highness's feudal chiefs, instead of being

employed, as intended, in effecting general arrangements for the good government
of your country.

From the first day of my receiving charge of the Frontier of Scinde, I have

exerted every effort in my power to bring about the establishment of order and

ffood jjovernment in vour Highness's neighbourino; dominions. But I labored

to little or no purpose, for I was always secretly thwarted by your Highness s

Officers.

As your Highness is aware, the Wuzzeer Mahomed Hussan twice -visited me
at Jacobabad, and I, thinking that he had the welfare of your Highness in view,

fully explained to him my opinions regarding the existing state of affairs, &c.

At our first interview I did not understand his intrigues, but on his second

visit he exposed his real object to me, which was nothing less than to induce the

British Government to recognise and treat with him on his own account,

independently of the Khan of Kelat : in fact, it was treason towards your

Highness, his lawful sovereign.

All this I have already explained to your Highness personally and by letter,

and your Highness is acquainted with all that has occurred since.

It was now evident to me wherein had existed the cause of all the disorder and

bad management in your Highness's dominions, and the matter soon became publicly

apparent ; for the Wuzzeer no longer even pretended to restrain evil doers,

but encouraged the rebellious subject of your Highness, the Murrees, in their

outrages, released their hostages, and by the presence of his relations and
followers, assisted these robbers in plundering Poolajee, &c.

Mahomed Hussan is, I understand, now finally dismissed from your Highness's

councils, and I trust that under the arrangements about to be entered on, a new
era of prosperity -wall commence in your Highness's dominions, which neither the

ex-Wuzzeer nor any other traitor will be able to disturb.

It must be evident from my actions as well as words, that firom the first I had
but one plain object in view. I have not the slightest private enmity towards or

regard for ^lahomed Hussan or any other of your Highness's Officers ; but my
sole object and that of my Government in this business, is to arrange matters so

that there may be a strong and friendly Government established throughout

the dominions of your Highness. To bring this about, it is necessary that the

Officers of your Highness should be faithful, active, and miited.
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Bv the terms of the new Treaty, your Highness engages to prevent all outrage 22nd September, 1 854.

by your subjects on British territory ; but to cause the country to be prosperous Conference witii his

and wealthy, and the Government of your Highness to be respected, it is necessary of fiXr
to do more than this.

Measures should be taken to protect life and property within yom* Highness's

own dominions also, and I strongly advise your Highness, as your very true

friend, to adopt means to ensure this result.

No oppression or violence should be allowed, whether by great or small.

Justice should be strictly administered to all men. Cultivators and traders

should be encouraged and protected, roads made safe and easy, and no private

transit, or such like exactions, should be allowed. All this cannot be accomplished

without exertion, but if your Highness attend to this advice, and act on it, the

state of Kelat will, under your Highness's rule, by God's blessing, become rich,

powerful, and respected. But without some such arrangements and efforts from
within, no amount of external assistance alone will make it really strong and
flourishing. Your Highness should understand that the pecuniary aid now to be

given to you by the British Government is really of far more value to your

Highness than would be assistance by force of arms, inasmuch as in the latter

case it must be apparent to all, that your Highness, wanting strength yourself, is

only upheld by British troops. On the other hand, the aid now to be afforded to

your Highness will, with proper arrangement, materially assist your Highness in

establishing a strong Government of your own, in improving your own resources

in various ways, and in making such arrangements as will cause your country to

become rich, flourishing, and powerful, as it is the wish of the British Government
that it should be.

The matter stands as if a man being sick and weakly were assaulted by an
enemy, and a friend at hand strike that enemy do^\'n ; in this case one enemy may
be overthrown, but the weak man is no stronger than before, nor in any wav
permanently benefited. But if, instead of acting thus, the friend, when the other

is threatened, administer food, medicine, &c., and thus cause the weak man to

become healthy and vigorous, and able to support and defend himself by his own
strength, the assistance thus afforded is far more important than the other, and
the benefit is evidently infinitely greater.

Your Highness may rest assured that no effort will be wanting on my part to

enable your Highness to carry out measures such as I have alluded to, and that

they, and they only, can lead to the happiness and prosperity of your Highness,

your nobles, and your people.

I bog also to recommend to favorable notice your Highness's servant, Moollah
Ahmed, who has so long resided with me as your Highness's representative. He
has, in all things, and on all occasions, conducted himself as your Highness's

true and faithful subject ; he has labored hard for your Highness's advantage, and
it gives me pleasure to be able to say that he has never, on any occasion, while

performing his public duty, sought to secure his ovai private advantage. He is,

I know, well acquainted with the views of the British Government towards the

state of Kelat, and is well deserving of your Highness's favor.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB.

Major Jacob's proceedings were highly approved of, and the Treaty was ratified Treaty ratifieii, and

by the Government of India, on the 2nd of June, 1854, and returned with the ^""''' '*^^-

foUowino- letter :

—

o

No. 61.

From G. F. Edmonstgne, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India, to

!Majin" John Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent and Commandant on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde. Dated Fort William, 2nd June, 1854.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 88, dated

the 14th ultimo, transmitting, signed and sealed, with a report of your interview

with the Khan of Kelat, the Treaty which you were instructed to negotiate with

His Highness.
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22iiiisei)t'ember,is54. 2nd. Tlic Governor-General in Council feels that he cannot praise too highly

the promptitude, the zeal for the public service, and judicious tact, which you

have displayed in your execution of the instructions addressed to you by the

Government of India, and in your successful negotiation of the Treaty with the

Khan of Kelat.

3rd. The Governor-General in Council accordmgly desires me to convey to

you an assurance of the high approbation with which the Government has viewed

vour conduct in this matter, and of the gratification which His Lordship will feel

in bringing it, with marked consideration, mider the notice of the Honorable the

Court of Directors.

4th. His Lordship in Council has been pleased to ratify the Treaty which you

have submitted. Two copies of it are enclosed, one for transmission to the

Khan of Kelat, the other for record in your office.

5 th. A Copy of the Treaty will be sent to the Commissioner in Scinde, through

the Government of Bombay.
I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) G. F. EDxMONSTONE,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Fort William, Ind June, 1854.

Border tribes living
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Since then nothing of importance has occurred with regard to our connection

with Kelat.

The chief border Tribes living within the British territory of Scinde are the

Muzzarees, the Boordees, the Kosahs, the Jummalees, the Juttooees, the

Doombkees, the Jekranees, and others.

The Muzzarees inhabit the country on the right bank of the Indus, between

Mittenkote and Boordicka. This tract is chiefly in the Punjaub, a small part

onlv fallinof within the boundarv of Scinde.

The head of the whole Tribe, at present, is one Dost Ali; he resides at Kojaun,

about half way between Mittenkote and Kusmore.
The strength of the Muzzaree Tribe mav be about 2,000 adult males.

The habits of the Tribe were wholly, and are still to a great extent, predator}'.

The Muzzarees continually plundered the river boats, and made frequent

incursions into the Bhawulpoor territoiy, on the left bank of the Indus.

They were often at war with the Boogtees and Murrees, and feared not to

proceed to attack these people in their hills. They at times even proceeded so

far as to attack Doombkees and Jekranees at Poolajee, Chuttur, &c., from

whom they occasionally succeeded in driving off much cattle.

The Muzzarees are the most expert cattle-stealers in the border country, and

had the reputation of being brave warriors.

Not many of the Tribe now remain in Scinde, even in the Kusmore District.

Most of them have left that part of the country, and taken up their abode with

their Chief and brethren in the Pmijaub, whei*e they are allowed to bear arms,

which they are not permitted to do in Scinde.

They still make occasional plmidering excursions into the Bhawulpoor country

and the British territory on the eastern bank of the Indus.

The Boordees reside chiefly in that district, called after them Boordicka,

which lies on the western bank of the Indus, between the Muzzaree District on

the north, and the Sind Canal to the south.

The head of the Tribe is Shere Mahomed, who resides at the town of Shere

Ghur, on the Begaree Canal.

The numerical sti'ength of the Boordees amounts to about 800 adult males.

The whole tribe does not reside in Boordicka, there being several petty Chiefs

and detached branches of the Boordees in various parts of Scinde and Cutchee,

as, for instance, Ali Shere of Bui'shoree.

The Boordees first came in contact with the British in 1838, when the fortress

of Bukkur was handed ever to the British by Meer Rustom, of Khyrpoor.

The habits of the Tribe were formerly wholly predatory, and up to 1847 the

Boordees made frequent marauding inroads on their neighbours in Cutchee and
in the hills, as well as in Scinde.

In 18.39, the Boordees, in common with the Belooche Tribes of Cutchee,

continually plundered the British convoys moving towards Affghanistan. On this

accoimt, the Chief, Shere Mahomed, was imprisoned by Meer Rustom, of
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Khyrpoor (whose subjects the Boordees were), and sent to Mr. Bell, then 22nd September,! 854.

Political A^cnt in Upper Scinde.

Several of the Boordee Chiefs, Shere Mahomed, JIajee Khan, and others, with

a number of their followers, were then taken into British pay by the Political

Ajjent ; but proving faithless, and continuing their predatory habits, they were,

after a few months' trial, discharged.

The Tribe continued in the practice of murder and robbery as before, until

the year 1842, throughout which year the country being well guarded, they

abstained altogether from plunder.

On the deposition of Meer Rustom and the conquest of Scinde in 1843,

Boordicka came under the rule of Meer Ali ^lorad, and the Boordees resumed
their predatory habits with more than wonted vigour, till in 1844 Meer Ali

Morad seized the Chiefs of the Tribe, and kept them in close confinement in the

fortress of Deejee.

The Boordee Chiefs remained in prison till December, 1844, when Meer Ali is44.

Morad released them, and directed them to accompany him, with as large a force

of the Tribe as thev could command, on the hill campaign of Sir C. Napier.

This thev did, and were afterwards restored to favor.

After the predatory Tribes of Cutchee (the Doombkees and Jekranees, &c.)

had been transported and settled by Sir C. Napier on the Scinde border, they

joined the Boordees and Kosahs in carrying on frequent plundering excursions

in secret ; their lawless proceedings were generally attributed to the Boogtees and

other hill men till 184/, when the Scinde Horse was again posted on the

Frontier, and Major Jacob discovered and broke up the whole confederacy of

robbers on the British border, and punished many of the offenders.

At this time every one in this country went armed, but Major Jacob now i847.

applied for and obtained permission to disarm all men not in Government employ,

and this rule was rigidly enforced.

Meer Ali Morad also gave Major Jacob full power over all his subjects on the

oorder, but the greater part of the district of Boordicka was covered with almost

impenetrable jungle ; its nature afforded great facilities in the practice of

robbery, which, in spite of every effort, was carried on by the Boordees

occasionallv in gangs of from six to twenty men calling themselves Boogtees,

but really inliabitants of Scinde. In order to lay open this wild country. Major
Jacob obtained permission to cut roads through the jungle. This was done, and

together with the other measures adopted, proved completely successful in

(juieting the country, which has thenceforth become as orderly and peaceable as

possible.

The people have taken wholly to agricultural and pastoral pursuits, and

cultivation has greatly increased.

Boordicka became British territory in 1852, when the lands of Meer Rustom, Boordicka became

which had been given to Ali Morad at the time of the conquest of Scinde, were

again resumed from him.

The revenue of the district was about Rupees 60,000, but since the whole

became British territorv, and great works of irrigation and communication have

been executed in it, the revenue must rapidly increase, and will probably speedily

be doubled.

The Kosahs are a very numerous Belooche Tribe, not confined to any one Kosahs.

locality, but scattered all over the country from Nuggur Parkur to Dadur.

The men are plunderers, cultivators, soldiers, shepherds, &c., according to

circumstances ; there are several villages of this Tribe on the Scinde border.

They have now few peculiarities to distinguish them from the other Tribes of

Scinde and Cutchee, but are said originally to have been Abyssinians, and some

have derived their name from " Cush," but of this nothing certain or even

probable can be discovered.

The number of the Tribe on the Scinde border now amounts to about 3,000

adult males.

The Juttooees and Jummalees are two Belooche Tribes. Both Tribes are

numerous, and scattered about the country of Upper Scinde and Cutchee. They
are cultivators and artificers, and, as bodies, arc not predatory.

The Do()nd)kces and Jekranees were the most formidable and warlike of all

the Belooche Tribes of hill or plain. They, up to the year 1 845, resided in the

F F
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22nd September,! 854.
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plains of Eastern Cutchee, where they held the lands of Lharee, Wuzzeera,
Poolajee, Chuttur, &c., &c.

When the British forces first entered the country in 1839, the position of these

Tribes was as has been already described under the proper head.

After Sir C. Napier's hill campaign in 1845, that portion of the Doombkee
Tribe which had surrendered to him at Trukkee, was placed under a Chief, by
name Jummall Khan, on lands near Janadeyra, on the Scinde Frontier.

Durrya Khan and Toork Ali, with the Jekranees and some men of other clans,

were settled at Janadeyra itself and its neighbourhood.

The lands were granted to these men free for three years, which grant was
afterwards, at Major Jacob's request, altered to a free grant in perpetuity, and it

was expected that they would now take to agricultural pursuits and entirely leave

their former predatory habits.

A Commissioner was appointed to reside at Janadeyra and superintend the

refoi'med Beloochees.

A strong detachment was posted at Shahpoor, in Cutchee, and the other

frontier arrangements were made as before described.

These arrangements did not prove successful. The Doombkees, Jekranees,

Kosalis, Boordees, &c., with or without permission, made repeated plundering

excursions from British Scinde into the neighbouring countries, both hill and
plain. The Boogtees did the same from their side into Scinde : mm-der and
robber)- everywhere prevailed.

The troops were shut up in forts, and did nothing to protect the people. The
people themselves were encouraged to bear arms, and to commit acts of violence

;

the lives and property of the Boogtees being ordered to be taken, and destroyed

wherever and however found, and a reward of ten rupees per head being oflFered

for the destruction of the whole tribe, and proclaimed throughout the country.

The district along the border was left uncultivated ; the canals were not cleared

out for many years, and nearly all the peaceable people left the country. The
troops were perfectly isolated in their entrenchments ; no supplies were drawn
from the country folk, but all were fed as if on shipboard by the Commissariat,

even at the distant outpost of Shahpoor, in Cutchee. The troops and camp
followers were supplied with every article of consumption from the public stores

forwarded by the Commissariat Department, at an enormous cost, from Shikar-

poor, some sixty miles distant. Even the horses of the Cavalry were fed in

like manner.
The troops, so placed, being completely separated from the inhabitants of the

countrv, and holding little or no communication with them, were entirely

ignorant of their nature and habits ; knew not friend from foe ; were always in a

state of alarm, and expecting to be attacked even at Shikarpoor itself.

Notwithstanding that the Boogtees had been proclaimed outlaws, a price set

on the head of every man of the Tribe, and all of them ordered to be treated as

enemies wherever found, they were not subdued—not, indeed, in any way
weakened by any of the proceedings of the Governor of Scinde.

The removal of the Jekranees and Doombkees from Cutchee left the Scinde

border temptingly open to their incursions, and they failed not to take advantage

of the circumstances, until at last becoming more and more bold by impunity,

they assembled a force of some 1,500 armed men, mostly on foot ; and on the 10th

December, 1846, marched into Scinde, passed through the British outposts, who
dared not to attack them, to within fifteen miles of Shikarpoor, and remained

twenty-four hours within the British territory, secured every head of cattle in

the country around, and returned to their hills, some seventy-five miles distant,

with all their booty, in perfect safety.

The Boogtees on this occasion conducted their proceedings in the most cool

and systematic manner :' they brought with them, besides the armed force above

mentioned, nearly 500 unarmed followers to drive the cattle, of which they

obtained, by their own account, some 15,000 head. This inroad was thought to

be in too great force for the detachments on the outposts to attempt anything

Timely information
sent to Shahpoor.

A regiment ofcavalry
finds the Boogtees
too strong to be
attacked.

against it.

Timelv information reached the Shahpoor post, but no troops moved from it

against the invading Boogtees.

A Regiment of Cavalry and 200 Native Rifles were sent from Shikarpoor to

repel the invaders. The Cavalry came on them at Hoodoo, some 45 miles from
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Shikarpoor— the Boogtces en masse— their unarmed attendants meanwhile 22ndSept€mber,i834.

diligently continuing to drive on the cattle towards Loree Kooshtuck and the

hills. However, the British troops were igniorant of the ground, thought the

robbers too strong to be attacked, and returned to Shikarjwor without attempting

anything further, the Boogtees ultimately reaching their hills, with all their The robbers reach

prey, without the loss of a man, save one killed by a distant random shot from
!,revin pcrfcctsaitu'^

the matchlock of a .Jekranee.

One Regiment of the Scindc Irregular Ilorsc, then at Hyderabad, was now 1847.

ordered up with all speed to the frontier, where it arrived on the 9th The ist Regiment of

J
1 Q (

T

Scinde Irregular
anUtU_\, lO-i/.

^
Horse sent to the

Major Jacob was appointed to command the frontier, and since then has held frontier.

this post. On arrival at Khanghur, desolation and terror was found to prevail

everywhere in the country. No man could go in safety from place to place, even

on the main line of communication from Shikarpoor to Jaghun, without a strong

escort.

Not a man of the Beh)ochc settlers, the Jckranees and Doombkeos, had as yet Tiie Beiooche settlers

attempted any peaceful labor, or ever put his hand to any agricultural implement.
"fte\„'tgJa""i ""i'

There were no made roads in any part of the country, and no bridges ; indeed, ture.

there was not a single mile of good road in all Upper Scinde.

At Khanghur there was no village and bazaar, and but four or five wretched

huts, containing twenty-two souls in all ; the Cavalry detachment was found on

arrival locked up in the fort, the gate not being opened at eight o'clock in the

morning : and this was the normal state of things.

On the night before the arrival of the Scinde Irregular Horse, the Boogtees had
carried oif some camels from a detachment of the Baggage Corps between Jaghun
and Shikarpoor ; and this was their last successful attempt at plundering in Scinde.

Our predecessors, during the previous four years, knew little or nothing of the

countrv, or of the people on the border ; the men of the Scinde Irregular Horse
were familiar with both, and this gave them confidence and power.

After assuming the command and relieving the outposts, Major Jacob at once

ordered all idea of defensive operations to be abandoned ; every detachment was

posted in the open plain, without any defensive works whatever
;
patrols were sent

in every direction in which it was thought an enemy might appear, and these

parties crossed and met so often that support was almost certain to be at hand if

wanted. The parties were sent to distances of forty miles into and beyond the

desert, and along the frontier line.

, AVhcnevcr a party of the Scinde Irregular Horse came on any of the plunderers,

it always fell on them at once, charging any number, however superior, without

the smallest hesitation.

Against such sudden attacks the robber horsemen never attempted a stand
;

they always fled at once, frequentlv sustaining heavy loss in men, and never

succeeding in obtaining any ])lunder.

These proceedings, and particularly the tracks daily renewed of our parties all

over the desert, and at all the watering places near the hills, far beyond the

British border, alarmed the robbers, and prevented their ever feeling safe, and

they so(m ceased to make attempts on the British territory, although still

plundering all Cutchee. Meanwhile, Major Jacob had discovered, that not only

the Boordees and Muzzarees, who were always inveterate marauders, but the

Bclooche settlers at Janadevra, had been, all along, systematically carrying on

plundering excursions on a considerable scale, entirely unknown to their

Commissioner residing amon<j them.

The horses of these Jckranees and Doombkees had been taken from them a

year before, by order of Sir C. Napier, and sold by auction ; but Major Jacob

found that the sale had been fictitious, and that, according to the custom of the

coimtry, the former owners still retained shares in these horses.

It mav be proper to explain here, that among the Belooche border Tribes of I'roiicny in horses

Scinde, a horse (or rather mare, for they ride only the latter) very seldom belongs Bd^chcs!°each'"^

to one man onlv : and, sometimes, the propertv in one mare is shared among as horse having man.v
• ' ' I r .

o
owners.

many as twenty men.
Thus, when the horses of the Jckranees and Doombkees were supposed to have

been finally disposed of, only certain shares in them had been sold ; the animals

were kept by various Zemeendars all over the country, and whenever a foray from

Scinde was agreed on, the horses were ready for their old masters. The men
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2ndSeptember,i8o4. left Janadeyra, &c., by ones and twos, went for their horses, and then proceeded

to the appointed rendezvous, generally in the territory of Meer AH Morad, the

village of Thool being a favorite place.

These musters sometimes amounted to as many as a hundred horse or more,

with many other men on foot. After the foray into the hills, or elsewhere, the

booty obtained was shared at some place beyond the British boundary, the

plunderers dispersed, replaced the horses with the Zemeendai-s, and returned,

one by one, to their homes.

The existence of these proceedings had never been suspected, until pointed out

by Major Jacob, and then at first they were thought impossible ; but having good

information of what was going on, Major Jacob caused the places of these

predatory rendezvous to be suddenly surrounded by parties of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, just after the return of a body of Jekranee plunderers from a foray; the

robbers were all secured, with their horses, arms, and a large quantity of stolen

cattle.

Concealment was no longer possible, and Major Jacob now obtained permission

to disarm every man in the country not being a Government servant, which was

at once done.

At the same time. Major Jacob set five hundred of the Jekranees to work, to

clear the Noorwah canal (a main feeder cleared by Government, then belonging

to AH Morad). The men were very awkward at first, but were strong, energetic,

cheerful, and good natured ; they soon became used to the tools, and were then

able to do a better day's work, and of course to earn more pay than the ordinary

Sindee labourers. The men seemed proud of this, and the experiment was

perfectly successful,

'he rubbers are now Soon afterwards the Belooche settlers took to manual labour, in their own
oiniiieteiy reformed, fields, with spirit and even pride. From that time they were really conquered

and reformed. They are now the most hard-working, industrious, well-behaved,

cheerful set of men in all Scinde.

Their numbers amount to about 2,000 adult males, but, for three years past,

not a man of them has been convicted, or even accused, of any crime whatever,

great or small
;
yet seven or eight years ago, they were the terror of the country,

murderers and robbers to a man.

Plundering having been put a stop to on the Scinde side, and the border also

protected from inroad from without. Major Jacob proceeded to render the

Boogtees powerless for the future, and this was also accomplished, as has been

before described.

Since then the country has been gradually becoming more and more peopled

;

the Fort of Khanghur has been long ago totally destroyed, but near its site is

now the town and camp of Jacobabad, of which the last census showed more than

eleven thousand inhabitants, and where there is a large bazaar with water, and

supplies of all kinds sufficient for an army.

Good roads have been made all over the country, means of irrigation have

been multiplied foui'-fold, and everywhere on the border life and activity with

perfect safety exists, where formerly all was desert, solitude, or murderous

violence ; not an armed man is now even seen, except the soldiers and police

;

and person and property are everywhere perfectly protected.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB.
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Sir, 2nd October, 185-(.

With reference to the correspondence forwarded to me, with endorsement,

No. 2,844, of the 26th September, 1854, I have the honor to point out that, as

mentioned in my weekly report, No. 136, of the 2nd August, 1854, to your
address, it was reported to me by my Belooche guides, that the predatory excursion

therein mentioned had taken place, not in the British territory, but in the hills

west of liurrund.

It would appear, from the correspondence now forwarded, with vour endorsement,

above alluded to, that the brothers of men in the British service are permitted to

commit outrages some thirty or forty miles beyond the border of the Bunjaub.
As the Mussooree Boogtees extend along a considerable portion of the Scinde
Frontier also, and their proceedings may affect the tranquillity of this district, it

might, it seems to me, be well to prohibit such retaliatory expeditions, or at least

to cause it to be fully understood that the British Government disapproved of

them.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

Sir, 3rd Octoljer, 1854.

With reference to the subject of my letter. No. 159, of the 12th September,

1854, to your address, I have the honor to forward the accompanying copy of a

letter received this day from C. W. Richardson, Esquire, Deputy Collector,

Hyderabad.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

[Copy.]

Hala, 28fh September, 1854.

Mv DEAR Jacob,
^ _

28tliSeptember,1854.

I have much pleasure in sending you an account of all I remember regarding

the sale of prize property at Hyderabad, in 1843, and you are at liberty to make
any use you please of it.

Your remarks regarding the sale of articles of female wearing apparel are

correct. I saw women's sarees, choolees, pyjamas, bedding, cots, &c., &c., old

and new, put up to public auction, and, moreover, bought some of the things

named.
Bedding and pillows, procured at sale, I have at this moment in my possession

;

new covered, it is true, for the old covers have long since been worn out.

The wearing apparel was, as you state, in all stages of finish : some half done,

some with the embroidery completed, but the parts not put together, some quite

finished and new, some old and worn. Will Younghusband, I wonder, believe

that out of these lots I made uj) some complete dresses, male and female, and sent

them home as curiosities ? By made up, I mean that I selected from the ready

made things I bought, pyjamas, choolees, sarees, &c.

Whv ! the ladies themselves knew their clothin<x was bcin<j sold bv auction, and
looked with scorn on the transaction. They said, " Our gold and jewels were

vour lawful prize, but why sell women's garments." The al)ove is the substance

of remarks which they made to my wife, when she went to visit them, as she

frequently did, and does now occasionally. Will Younghusband deny that

crockery was sold ? why ! it was sold, I mav say, bv the cart-load. I can show
him tea-pots, basins, plates, cups and saucers, all of which came from the prize

sale. Scarce an article of household furniture can be named that was not to be

found there; chairs, beds, stools, carpeting (lots of the latter well worn.)

I also know (which, perliaps, Y'ounghusband docs not) and can tell him how,

when the Meer's ladies left their palaces in the fort, they went to Yoosuf ke Tanda,

about 1^ or 2 miles distant from Hvderabad, where they are now, I believe,

with their followers, and there these ladies, whose bare feet had, probably, never
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28tii September,! 854. before trod on anything harsher than a Persian carpet, there they slept on bazaar

charpovs, the mud floors only covered with a coarse mat, and the rain (you

i-emember how it rained in 1843) dropping on them through the roof. I did not,

of coui-se, see this myself, but my wife did.

Now this, I maintain, was not the fault of Sir Charles. Had he known it, he

would have remedied it sharp ; but it did happen, and it was the fault of those

immediately about him that he was not informed of these things. With this,

however, I have nothing to do. I have held my peace hitherto, and should have

continued to do so, had I not considered Younghusband's attack on you as most

unwarrantable. He savs he never saw female clothing sold. I believe him ; or

he never certainly would have made the assertions he has ; but the fact of his not

seeing or noticing these things, does not make your statements the less true.

He is quite right when he says the Meer's ladies were not searched on leaving

the fort : they were allowed to pass out unmolested, and they went in Palkees, one

of which was mine lent for the occasion. But their icomen servants were all

searched by Leesons whore.

Yours ever

(Signed) C. W. RICHARDSON.

P.S.—I have forgotten to mention that pieces of embroidered "guzzee"

worked in silk, which we call table-covers, but which were used by the ]\Ieers'

families as bed-covers, seeing they had no tables, least-ways not what we call tables,

these were sold by the dozen and I bought one ; bales of cloth, cotton, colored

leather skins, morocco of all colors, silks in the piece in endless numbers were

sold ; loongees old and new ; shawls ditto ; in fact it woidd be a difficult task

to name an article of either Indian or European manufacture that was not

represented. A sale of glass, crockery, &c., was held once a week outside the

fort, where might be purchased such articles, from the splendid china bowl to the

humble white delf chamber utensil. I remember well, and often since mentioned

it in talking over by-gone times, the odd appearance the mixture had, the very

commonest earthenware being mixed up with the most costly china and glass-

ware.

"Whoever says nay to this, knows nothing about it ; he either did not go there,

or if he did, he did not make use of his eyes.

x ours &c.

(Signed) c! W. RICHARDSON

atli Oc-to))Cr, 1854. SiR,

I have the honor to report, that I have this day despatched to your address,

specimens of the mineral water mentioned in the accompanying memorandum.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

PoUtical Superintendent on the

To the Secretary to Military Board, Bombay. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

MEMORANDUM regarding the Mineral Springs at Ooch, in Cutchee, with

Specimens of the Water, &c.

Ooch is a spot in the territory of Kelat twelve miles E.S.E. from Shahpoor,

in Cutchee, and twenty-eight miles N.N.E. from Jacobabad, on the Scmde

frontier.

It is a little vallev running nearly East and West between rocky hills of sandstone,

and calcareous pebbles, about 100 feet high. Through this little valley runs the

bed of the Muzzerdaun, an occasional mountain stream, but generally quite dry.

Along the north side of this bed, for about two miles, extends a rounded bank of

earth about twenty feet high, covered with a strong thick growth of green reeds

with some date trees.

From the whole of this bank, from top to bottom, oozes out water, which,

collecting in a little stream along the base of the bank, flows into the desert, but

the quantity being very small, it is almost immediately lost in the ground.

A rough calculation of the quantity of water issuing from the whole bank

gives about 100 cubic feet per hour. At the base of the bank, where the water
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has in some spots collected to the depth of a foot or two, hydrogen gas stii October, i854.

continually escapes, in three or four places some hundred yards distant from

each other, through the water, giving it in those places the appearance of a

bubhling spring, which it is not.

The temperature of the water is much higher (about 20 degrees) than that of

the atmosphere in the cold weather, but is not seitsihlji warm in the hot season.

The whole bank and the ground about is covered with a white incrustation of

efflorescent saline matter.

Great numbers of cattle, and men at times for months drink only of this

water. For those accustomed to its use, it seems to be wholesome, and on them
to produce no particular effects.

Many horses at first refuse to drink of it, and in strangers it acts as a strong

purgative.

The natives of the country do not imagine the water to have any medicinal

effects, but esteem it perfectly wholesome for ordinary use.

The low hills about Ooch are quite distinct from the great hills north of

Cutchee, from which they are distant about twenty-five miles. There is no other

spring of water of any kind in all the plain of the province of Cutchee, and

no water whatever nearer to Ooch than Shah])oor, where the supply is quite

superficial, from Cutchee wells dug in the bed of an occasional mountain

torrent.

The water at Ooch has never been known to fail altogether, even though no

rain may have fallen for several years.

Specimens of the water in its natural condition, and also after boiling away

one-half, have been forwarded to the Medical Board ; also a quantity of

efflorescence collected from the bank from which the water runs.

There are no conferva about the spring.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, nth October, 1S54.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3,003, of

the 10th October, 1854, to my address, with accompaniments.

With reference to their subject, I have the honor to report that the statements

of Sooltan Bin Joomah with regard to the duties levied on merchandise in the

Kelat dominions are totally false.

The case alluded to, in this man's statement, of Naib Mahomed, occurred

while I was at Baugh, on my return from Kelat after settling the Treaty with

the Khan.
The Treaty was not then ratified, and its contents were, as I supposed, perfectly

secret ; but this man Mahomed had by some means obtained a knowledge of its

contents, and insisted on paying no more duties than were settled in the Treaty.

The man even proceeded so far as to assault some of the Kelat officials, who
came to me to complain, when I advised them to punish the offender for his

insolence.

I have ascertained beyond a doubt, that since the ratification of the Treaty, no

duties whatever have been levied on merchandise passing through the Kelat

ttjrritories, except the amount mentioned in the Treaty, which is levied per camel

load of six maunds of eighty pounds each. In many instances, tricks to defraud

the revenue have been practised by the traders : they have on many occasions

contrived to pack on a camel's back a load of eleven maunds ; and in one

instance a load of 1,000 lbs. was carried for a short distance by one camel, the

owner demanding, and actually being allowed to pay duty for this as one camel

load.

On the ratification of the Treaty, it was explained by me to His Highness the

Khan, and jn-oclaimed by him, that the camel load meant six maunds, or 480 lbs.

According to the published statements of a Connuittcc assendded at Kur-

rachee, to report on trade, &c., the amount of transit duties through the Kelat

territories amounted, I think, to thirty-seven rupees per camel. The sole duty or

payment of any kind or description now levied, is the one sum of six rupees per

camel load.
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14th October, 1854. All complaints regarding such matters are carefully and promptly attended to

by me, and the means of ascertaining the truth in every case are here at hand.

In every instance, I have found the Officers of the Khan most anxious to meet
our wishes, and to behave with the greatest forbearance and indulgence to all

traders.

This forbearance and indulgence have been carried to such an extent that the

traders—the servants, at least, of the merchants—have presumed on it, have
become most insolent even to the Khan himself, and have attempted to commit
all manner of frauds on his revenue.

(Signed)

To the Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

I have the honor, &c.,

JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

No. 1,259 of 1854.

Assistant Adjutant- Generars Office
Kurrachee, 17th October, 1854.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

17tli October, 1854. SiR,

I am desired to acquaint you that Major- General Sir H. Somerset

being unable to proceed to Upper Scinde this year, has directed Brigadier Smee
personally to take the annual inspection of the two Regiments of Scinde Irregular

Horse, under your command, at an early date.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.

IStb October, 1854] SiR,

As directed in your letter, No. 711, of the 22nd September, to my address,

I have the honor to report that I have this day forwarded to your address, by
post, a small package containing three bullet-moulds, for wadded balls, of the

shape recommended by me, and of size adapted for the Rifle now in use with

the army.

The Rifles and Muskets now in use are, however, of too large bore to enable

them to do justice to these balls ; the weight of lead is so great in proportion to

that of the gun, as not to admit of the use of a full charge of powder with the

pieces now in use in the army ; but I find balls of this shape answer admirably

for pieces of 24 and 32 gauge, with charges of three and two drams of powder
respectively.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To the Secretary to the Government of India

in the Military Department, Calcutta.

lOtb October, 1854. SiR,

With reference to the subject of circular, No. 804, of the 2 1st July, 1853,

and to your memorandum, No. 1,186, of the 10th October, 1854, I have the

honor to report that no case of female suicide, in the district under my control,

has occurred since the date of the circular above mentioned, and, in my opinion,

no special proceedings in the matter arc here required.

The prevalence of such suicides appears to me always to have been caused by

the gross degi-adation and tyranny to which the women in Scinde generally have

been subjected by reason of the sale of women, little children, infants (sometimes

even before they are born) in marriage, which is extensively practised, and often

enforced contrary to, or without the slighest regard to the will of the woman
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herself, even when of age to be consulted ; and of the detestable practice, i9th October. iS54.

which is most common in Scindc, of men marrying women for the sole purpose

of making money l)y their prostitution.

In my opinion, the most beneficial effect on the morals and social state,

generally, of the people of Scinde, would be caused by declaring all such

proceedings illegal, and no pecuniary claims relating to them to be recoverable

by law.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To J. Gibbs, Esquire, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Assistant-Commissioner in Scinde,

Kurrachee.

Sir, 20th October, 1854.

With reference to the subject of a despatch from the Honorable the Court

of Directors, received with your endorsement. No. 3,084, of the 14th October,

1854, I have the honor to observe that, in my opinion, it would be of the greatest

advantage to the public, and, therefore, necessarily eventually to Government, if

good travellers' Bungalows were erected at convenient distances along the chief

lilies of communication throughout Scinde.

Each of these Bungalows should have plenty of roomy out-houscs or sheds,

which can be erected and kept in repair at a trifling expense, while it is of the

greatest importance that every one ti'avelling in this couutiy in the hot season,

that is, for eight months in the year, should be able to find cover.

At each station, quite distinct from these Bungalows, it would be well to have

a laree shed for the accommodation of native traders and travellers.

Thus, on the roads connected with the frontier, I am of opinion that three

commodious travellers' Bungalows should be erected between Jacobabad and
Larkana, and one between Shikarpoor and Jacobabad ; and that large sheds for

traders and travellers should be erected at similar intervals, as also at Klm-a
Ghurrec, Jacobabad, Soojawul, Poonoo, Bhy Khan Thyme, Rutna Deyra, and
at the spot where the Begaree Canal crosses the road between Larkana and
Jacobabad. At this last-mentioned spot a well is also much required, the

usefulness of this road being much impaired for six months in the year by the

deficiency of water at that part of it.

I am quite certain myself that all such accommodation, made available to the

public entirely free from all payment whatever, must result eventually in a great

pecuniary return to the state.

Thus—by way of example—say one-third of the pi-oducc of the land belongs

to the state, and comes into the public treasury ; the country is not half peopled,

and not half cultivated ; every increase of means of the people is employed in

increased cultivation : wherefore, everything which adds to the means of the

people, in like proportion adds to the revenue.

Travellers and traders are attracted by good roads, good accommodation, and
safetv. The amount which such persons expend amcmg the people is out of all

proportion greater than any fees which could be collected from them ; one-third

of such expenditure almost certainly finds its way eventually into the coffers of

the state ; while the free passage of strangers through a country excites new
wants, new desires, and new efforts to gratify them, and thereby adds to the

energies as well as to the means of the people.

On the other hand, the imposition of fees for accommodation is a merely

deceptive gain; the impost, however just it may ap])car, is assuredly unwise.

The amount collected is itself trifling, but the injurious effect of such collections

mav be verv great. They tend to keep strangers out of the country, and to

impede their progress through it; and assui'edly every rupee so received into the

pul)lic treasury keeps three rupees out of it.

This principle is a law of nature, its effects are certain. Even the establish-

ment now maintained for registering the traflic on this frontier is injurious to a

certain extent, and with every care it must act repulsively, and though we collect

G G
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2i)tii October, 1S54. no impoi't or export duties we actually pay an establishment of servants to impede
the trade and injure our revenue.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

9tli October, 1854.

[Copies.]

Office No. 4,315.

No. 135 of 1854.

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
to G. F. Edmonstone, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India.

Fort William, dated 9th October, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

In a letter dated the 12th ultimo, to the addi*ess of the Commissioner in

Scinde, Major John Jacob has appealed to this Government against an attack on
him, made in the Lahore Chronicle, of the 6th idem, by Lieutenant J. W.
Younghusband, of the 8th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry.

As Lieutenant Younghusband is now employed under the Government of India,

as Captain of the Punjaub Police, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council

has dii'ected me to transmit to you a copy of Major Jacob's letter, above alluded

to, with its enclosure in original, and to request that you will be good enough to

submit the same to the Most Noble the Governor-General in Council for such

notice as His Lordship may deem it to deserve.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 9th October, 1854.

No. 4,316 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Copy of the above letter is forwarded to the Commissioner in Scinde, with

reference to his letter, dated the l6th September, No. 308, of 1854.

Bv Order of the Risrht Honble. the Governor in Council.

(Signed)

Bombay Castle, 9th October, 1854.

H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

No. 3,148 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

2otii October, 1854. True copies transmitted to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier, in

reference to his letter. No. 159, dated r2th September last.

H. B. E. FRERE,(Signed)

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee,

20th October, 1854.

Commissioner in Scinde.
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IsV 3,144 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPxVRTMENT.

From IT. B. E. Fuere, Esquii-c, Commissioner in Scindc, to Major Jacob, C.B., aotii October, i854.

Political Supcriiitondont on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, Jacobabad.

Dated 20th October, 1854.

Sir,

I have great pleasure in communicating a copy of the letter, as per margin.

No 4 348 of the nth ^"'^ enclosm-e from Government, on the state of the Frontier
October,' i85'4. under your superintendence.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Comynissiojjers Office, Kurrachee, Commissioner in Scinde.

20//i October, 1854.

[Copies.]

No. 4,348 of 1854.

From II. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Govcniment, Bombay, to H. B. E. iitii October, i854.

Freke, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 11th October, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

With reference to your letters, dated the 18th July, No. 1,387 of 1851, and
25th February, No. 60 of 1853, relative to the territory under the Political

Superintendence of Major John Jacob, in Upper Scinde, I am directed by the

Rio'ht Ilonble. the Governor in Council, to ti'ansmit to vou, for vour information,

and for communication to Major Jacob, an extract, paragraphs 5 and 7, ft'om a

despatch from the Honble. the Coiu't of Directors, No. 19, dated the 26th July

last. I have, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, Wth October, 1854.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 5 and 7, from a Despatch from the Honble.

the Court of Directors, dated the 26th July, No. 19 of 1854.

Para. 5.—The state of the Frontier under the superintendence of Major Jacob,

continues to be reported of in the most favorable terms by Mr. Frere. " While
all," observed that Officer in his letter, dated 18th of July, 1851 (para. 6),
" bevond Major Jacob's outposts is exposed to rapine and bloodshed, and is, in

" truth, a desert, perfect peace and security exist within, and the population is

" increasing and becoming settled, cultivation is extending and the revenue
" improving." In his letter of the 25th of February, 1853, ]Mr. Frere savs :

—" I

" have conversed with numbers of men, once the terror of all the honest cultivators

" of these districts, men who could not deny that, up to the period when the frontier

" was placed in Major Jacob's charge, th(!y had followed no calling but rob])ery

" and violence ; and their statements are always to the same effect, that Major
" Jacob's arrangements had made the calling of a freebooter, on which thev once
" prided themselves, first dangerous, and then contonipti])le and unfashionable."

Mr. Frere has frequently brought to your notice that, although Major Jacob
performed so admirably Civil and Political duties, he received no allowances except

those of Commandant of the Scinde Irregular Horse (Rupees 1,500 per mensem),
but was even put to considerable expense for establishment and contingencies, and
Mr. Frere has long urged the assignment to Major Jacob of a civil salary and
a regular establishment; you have, in conse(|uence, in a letter dated the 14th of

September, 1853, recommended to the Government of India (in which recom-

mendation Mr. Blane and Mr. Bell did not concur) the gi'ant to Major Jacob of
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lltli October, 1S54. a civil allowance of 500 Rupees per month, reserving the question of establishment,

and of the appointment of an assistant, for future consideration.

^ 6.—The Government of India has declined to entertain the proposal for an

increase of Major Jacob's allowances or establishment, pending a general revision

of establishments in Scinde, but has authorized the grant of office rent with

arrears on that account, and the reimbursement to Major Jacob of all sums bond

fide expended by him for the public service, from the date of his employment on

Political duties.

7.—We entirely approve of these arrangements, and with reference to the

excellency and success of Major Jacob's administration on the Frontier of Scinde,

and the nature and extent of the Political duties which have for several years

been performed by that Officer, we shall be prepared to give favorable

consideration to whatever change in his allowances the Government of India may
see fit to propose.

(True extract.)

(Signed)

(Signed)

(True copies.)

H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

H. ELLIS,
Assistant-Commissioner in Scinde.

20th October, 1854.

[Copies.]

No. 4,446 of 1854.

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government of Bombay, to

H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde, Kurrachee. Dated
20th October, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

Referring to my letter, No. 3,850, dated the 29th August last, I am directed

by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to enclose for your information,

and that of Major Jacob, C.B., copy of a communication fi-om the Under
Secretary to the Government of India, No. 4,199> dated the 22nd ultimo,

expressing the satisfaction of that authority at the surrender of the border

robber, Sunjur Rind.

I have, &c., &c.

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 20t/i October, 1854.

No. 4,199.

From J. W. Dalrymple, Esquire, Officiating Under Secretary to the Govern-

ment of India, to H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to the Government
of Bombay. Dated Fort William, the 22nd September, 1854.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 120, dated the

29th ultimo, and in reply to express the satisfaction of the Governor-General in

Council at the report therein submitted relative to the surrender of the border

robber, Sunjur Rind.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. ^Y. DALRYMPLE,
Officiatinop Under Secretarv to the

Government of India.

Fort William, the 22nd September, 1854.

(True copy.)

(Signed)
'

H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.
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No. 3,258 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded for the information of Major Jacol), C.B., Political 30th October, 1 854

Superintendent, in refei-ence to my endorsement. No. 2,577, of the 6th
September, 1854.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 30th October, 1854.

Sir,

With reference to former correspondence on the subject of the country
people, the Muzzarees of Rojaun, &c., in the Punjaub District, immediately
adjoining Kusmore, I have the honor to bring to your notice that, on the 29th
instant, a party of three of the mounted police of the Frontier District proceeded
in pursuit of some thieves who had stolen a buffalo from a man near Ghcchulpoor

;

they proceeded on the tracks of the robbers to the neighbourhood of the town of

Kin, about eight miles beyond the Scinde boundary in the Punjaub Districts.

There, in the jungle, at nightfall, they came on four armed men, iSIuzzarees of

Kin, on foot, with the stolen buffalo. On the approach of the party of police,

the robbers drew their swords and attacked them.

The robbers called out loudly for their brethren to aid them, and were speedily

joined by three other men, also Muzzarees, of the town of Kin.

The three policemen still insisted on recovering the stolen buffalo, and on
endeavouring to apprehend the robbers, a fight ensued between them and the

seven Muzzarees, when one of the policemen was killed, and another wounded

;

they succeeded, however, in recovei'ing the stolen buffalo, but were imable to

secure any of the robbers, who escaped in the jungle in the dark.

I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of the Persian report on the

subject, received from Mullic Gooljar, Jemadar of Police.

I have also forwarded a copy of this report to the Deputy Commissioner, Dcrah
Ghazee Khan.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of L^pper Scinde.

31st October, IS54.

[Copy.]

From Brigadier W. Smee, Commanding in Upper Scinde, and Inspecting Officer, 'nh October, 1854.

to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Scinde Division Army,
Kurrachee.

Sir,

In obedience to instructions conveyed to me in your letter. No. 1,258, of

1854, I have now the honor to report, for the information of Major-General
Somerset, K.C.B. and K.H., that I have taken the Inspection and Review of the

Scinde Irregular Horse at Jacobabad, and found that corps in a highly efficient

state.

2. I inspected the two (2) Regiments on the evening of the 24th instant, inspection.

numbering about "95 sabres. They had a fine, soldier-like manner in the ranks.

Their swords, firmly grasped, were sharp and fit for immediate use ; also a

cheerful and hoalthv a])pcarance pervad(>d the whole bodv under arms.

The men, upon being questioned by me if they had any complaints, said they Complaints.

had none.

The whole of their appointments were uniform and complete, of the very best Appointments,

material, and well put on.

The arms consisted of a double-barrelled carbine, weighing (5) five pounds. Arms,

detonating locks, and slung bv a hook on the rii^dit side, and kept steady in its

place by a small strap from the belt, and easily handled ; the sabre about 2 feet
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27tli October, 18j4.

Dress.

Kcvicw.

Horses.

Ileavj- marching
order.

Hospital.

Xativo officers.

Commanding officer.

Orl^erl^ room.

1 inches long, broad at the end, slightly curved, and of the old dragoon kind

;

the scabbard particularly light and strong ; the belt (the pouch belt containing

20 rounds) of the best English leather.

A dark green coat, reaching about four inches below the knee, and made of

strong English broadcloth ; the pantaloon of the same material, with a broad red
stripe, and high jack boots, of English leather ; and all so uniformly put together

as to show the labor Major Jacob has bestowed in equipping them.
On the 25th instant, I reviewed the two RegimentsW parade, under the

command of Major J. Jacob, C.B., Lieutenants Merewether and Green, seconds
in command, and Lieutenants Briggs and Macaulay, Adjutants. They marched
and trotted past in column of squadrons and of troops, and afterwards filed past

in a most orderly and steady manner, and everything that could be wished for;

as was every subsequent manoeuvre that was done, with much rapidity combined
with precision, though often in a cloud of dust.

3. The attack and support by alternate squadrons was excellent, as was their

skirmishing, the formation of lines by echellon ; also the flank march of threes,

and charge of front. The charge in line was firm and as rapid as it could be,

and appeared as if it would have carried everything before it, and scarcely a
man out of his place upon the bugle sounding the halt.

The horses in excellent order and condition ; the men so firm in their saddles

that I only observed one man leave the parade-ground, his horse having fallen

lame. This, after a lengthened parade, carried on with such rapiditv, sometimes
in a cloud of dust, speaks of itself of the great state of efficiency, and convinces

me of the extreme zeal with which Major Jacob and the Ofiicers under him, both
European and Native, have labored to bring these two Regiments into such a
splendid state of efficiency.

On the 26th instant, I inspected the two Regiments Scinde Irregular Horse
in hea\-y marching order ; this parade was one of the most complete that I have
ever witnessed. The men all mounted and fully equipped, ready for them to

have marched off" the parade-ground at a moment's notice. The Officers and
men all had on over their coats a Neemcha (or sheep-skin jacket) reaching
below the knees, and partially covering the arms, both easy and flexible, the

woolly side inwards, and which in every way protects them from the inclemency
of the weather. The men had the double-barrelled carbine ; and the Native
Officers a brace of double-barrel pistols.

The horse furniture is in excellent order, and most complete ; each man
carried his horse's head and heel ropes, pegs, &c., two or three days' provisions

for man and horse, and also a most valuable acquisition in the shape of a small

water mussock, which contains about two gallons of water, and is carried under
the horse's belly, and which in no way incommodes. On the average thev ride

fifteen stone ; indeed all seemed so complete that nothing appeared wanting

;

and, as above noticed, ready for immediate start, as the baggage camels and
tattoos, and everything the men required, as well as ten days' supply belonging

to the bazaar established for each man and horse, was regularly drawn up in line

on the reverse flank, and with the guides at the head of the column, all ready

to move off" upon the bugle sounding.

I visited the hospital which I found clean in every respect.

The Native Officers appear to be highly intelligent, and to be well acquainted

with their various duties, and are able to manoeuvre the regiments. The words
of command are given in English, and in a firm and distinct manner. Many of

them have two medals, and the Order of Merit, and Order of British India.

The high and distinguished honor attained by Major Jacob are well known to

the Major-General, but I consider it just to that Officer that the merit of

having organized two such efficient regiments as those now reported on is due to

him. His system of carrying on his durbar or orderly-room is one of the best I

ever witnessed ; as the whole of the interior economy, and all duty connected

with the regiment, is daily conducted by him in the presence of the European
and Native Officers, and all who may have occasion to come before him in such

a way that no one can plead ignorance of any orders that may be issued.

The outpost duty in guarding the frontier is such that there is now protection

to all around ; scarcely is there an instance now of cattle-stealing or marauding
taking place where formerly no one was secure. In fact, everything bespeaks not

only the high merit and talent of Major Jacob, but also his labor and zeal are
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such for the good of the service, that not only the European and Native Officers, 27th October, issj.

but all under his command, seem to act with a cheerfulness and willino-ness to his

orders and wishes, as cannot but ensure to Government a willingness on their

part to attend to any command, and go on any service Government may call

upon them to perform.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) W. SMEE, Rrigadicr,

Commanding in U})por Scinde, and

Shikarpoor, I'tth October, 1854. Inspecting Officer

(True copv.)

(Signed)
'

W. SINIEE, Brigadier,

Inspecting Officer.

No, 1,339 of 1S54.

Head-quarters, Kurrachee, Qfh November, 1854.

To Major Jacob, C.B., Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad. 9th November, 1854.

Sir,

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to communicate to you the

verv great satisfaction he has derived from the report made by Brigadier Smee,

of the high state of efficiency in which he found the two Regiments of Scinde

Irregular Ilorsc, at the late annual inspection of these Corps.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) R. R. YOUNGHUSBAND,
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General,

Scinde Division Army.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that during the past season in the frontier

district the inundation of the Indus has been most favoi'able. It has Ikjcu of

the full average height, and of remarkable steadiness.

The water entered the Begaree Canal on the 13th April, and from that date

to the 25th September, on which date tlie river left the mouth of the Canal, the

flow has been continuous, and without any considerable fluctuations as regards

the level.

The su])ply of water at the tail of the Noorwah Canal has been very good,

and has irrigated a very large tract of the old desert both without and within

the British boundary. At the tail of the Begaree Canal the supply of water has

been as nmch as the present Canal could bring down, but has been by no means

equal to the demand.

At the tail of the Begaree Canal lies a very extensive tract of land which is

now and alwavs has been desert, ])ut which lies low, and which, with a full sup})ly

of water, would be capable of rich cultivation, and prove very productive with

the smallest ])ossible amount of labor.

This land is already in gi'cat demand, and, could the supply of water bo

increased fourfold, the present means in regard to population, &c., suffice to

emplov everv drop of it most profitably to Government.

The present main channel of the Begaree—before its gi*eat branch the Noorwah
leaves it—is certainly capable of bringing down more water than the tail now
carries off", and the more rapid the flow through this main channel, the less is

the deposit and consequent cost of annual clearance. I, tlu'refore, strongly

recommend that the tail of the Begaree, that is, that portion of the Canal

westward of the ])oint at which the Noorwah leaves it, be enlarged from 16 feet

at bottom and 28 feet at toj), about its present average dimensions, to 24 feet at

bottom and 36 feet at top, and extended in length ten miles further into the

heart of the desert.

This work could be accomplished, I think, for thirty thousand rupees, and

would ultimately return to Government thirty per cent, of this outlay annually.

There is now no room to doubt of this result, for the revenue report of the

district for the last vear shows that lauds have alreadv been granted in the

13tliNovembtr,18r>4.



232 EECORDS OF THE

i:niiNoverai)er,i854. desGi't, Consequent on the new supply of water, to the extent of more than

(180,000) one hundred and eighty thousand beegahs, which, two years hence,

will yield a permanent revenue of about (70,000) seventy thousand rupees, or

about iifty per cent, on the cost of the enlargement of the Begaree Canal.

I have been endeavouring' to oret the Zemeendars to undertake the work
themselves on their own account, and with their own private means. The
certain profit was a most tempting inducement, but, however willing, I find that

the people have not the means of obtaining the necessary capital except at

ruinous interest; and, on the whole view of the subject, it appears to me that the

work is one which should be executed, and which would be most wisely under-

taken by Government.
The losses and gains by alluvion and diluvion dm'ing the last season have been

very trifling: about 1,000 beegahs were carried away, of which 350 beegahs were

under cultivation, and about 1,700 beegahs have been thrown up, of which 700
are fit for cultivation.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

21st Novemlier, 1854. Sir,

With reference to the subject of your letter. No. 3,405, of the l6th

November, 1854, to my address, 1 have the honor to state that, consequent on

the aiTangements of the Treaty lately concluded with His Highness the Khan
of Kelat, the payment to the Khyheerees will, in my opinion, no longer be

necessary.

I should, however, recommend that it be continued up to the 30th April next,

that the men may receive fair warning of the intention of Government in this

respect.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) , JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

on Circuit.

lull Iitociiilicr, 1854. Sir,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying Persian documents received

this day from the Commissioner of Leia.

With refei-ence to their subject, I have the honor to submit that such

interference on the part of the Civil Oificers of the Punjaub with me in the

performance of my duties is uncalled for, embarrassing, and likely to prove

mischievous.

I have, therefore, the honor to request that such proceedings may be put a

stop to, and that you will favor me with your instructions in this matter.

The petition purporting to be that of one Muzzar Khan Boogtee is a tissue of

falsehood and absurdity from beginning to end.

None of the statements contained in it have any foundation, in fact.

There is no Boogtee Chief by name Muzzar Khan, and I find on inquii-y that

the petition in question was really written by the well-known Meerza Khan
Boogtee, a subject of Kelat, who is still residing at Beebruck Ke Deyra, the

chief town of the Boogtee country in the hills, Kelat territory.

Meerteza Khan, the Boogtee Chief, has lately been writing petitions direct to

me also, regarding the man Futtch Khan, when I referred the petition to the

Government of Kelat, of which he is a subject.

The case of Futteh Khan is as follows :—The man was formerly a follower,

servant of Durrya Khan Jckranee, and lived with him at Janadeyra until about

the month of November, 1851, when, being suspected of having committed a

robbery which occiyred at Janadeyra, Futteh Khan left that place and proceeded

to reside with the Doombkecs near Koomree ; while there he took advantage of

an alarm of a pretended inroad of robbers from the hills to steal the cattle of the

Doombkees, with whom he was residing.
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For this offence he was lately tried in my court, found guilty, and sentenced to nth December, 1 854

three years' imprisonment with hard labor.

The proceedings in the case were confirmed by you, and the man is now under-

going his sentence.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) JOIIX JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Sclnde.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Persian letter, dated
4th December, 1854, to my address, with accompanying copy of a petition,

purporting to be ft-om one Muzzar Khan Boogtec.

The petition seems to have been really preferred by Meerza Khan, a petty

Boogtee Chief, a subject of Kelat, and residing in the Boogtee Hills, Kelat
territory. The statements contained in the petition are wholly without foundation

in fact.

Mcerteza Khan, the Boogtee Chief, has lately forwarded to me also several

petitions regarding the matter in question, which petitions were referred by me
to the Kelat Government, whose subject the petitioner is.

The man, Futteh Khan, resided for many years at JanadejTa, in Upper Scinde

;

then, in 1851, under suspicion of having committed an extensive robberv, the

man proceeded to live with the Doombkees, settled near Koomree, also in Upper
Scinde. While living in this place, Koomree, Futteh Khan, in November 1851,

took advantage of an alarm of a predatory inroad of hill plunderers to steal the

cattle of the Doombkees, with whom he was living, and fled with them to the

Boogtee Hills, where he was employed by Meerza Khan Boogtee.

Having again made his appearance in the district under my charge, Futteh
Khan was apprehended, and brought to trial for the robbery committed at

Koomree.
He was regularly tried, convicted, and sentenced in my court to three years'

imprisonment, with hard labor ; the sentence was duly confirmed, and the man
is now underjjoino^ it.

As such interference wnth my proceedings as has occurred in this instance, on

the part of the authorities in the Punjaub, seems to me uncalled for, and to be

likely to cause mischief, I have thought it my duty to refer the matter to the

Commissioner in Scinde.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To Major Ross, Commissioner, Leia.

lUh December, IS54

Sir,

With reference to your letter, No. 1,375, of the 9th December, 1854, to my
address, I have the honor to state, that it was my intention, on the conclusion of

the trials of the parties concerned in resisting the police, and causing the death

of the i)oru-eman SufFur, to have applied for the grant of a pension of four rupees

per mensem to the father of the deceased.

The murdered man himself was quite a youth, and has left neither wife nor

child ; he was one of Jummal Khan's Doombkees, and no man could possibly have
behaved better than did he and his companions, on the occasion in (juestion.

A gift, as a mark of approbation to the two surviving Sowars, would also I

think be proper, and would certainly be a))preciated.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

on Circuit Lower Scinde.

1 9th December, 185.;

Diirrya Khan, fathe

of (It'ceased Sowar
SufTiir Doombkee,
resides near Jacob-
abad, aged about
seventy years, admit
ted for pension
granted by Govern-
ment Letter,

No. 1,621, dated 28t

April, 185.").

Sowars Dattali Kha
and Ali l?ux re-

warded for meri-
torions conduct.
Autliorized by lette

with endorsement,
Xo. .!.S75. of tlie 30t;

Decembor, 18.)4, fror

the Comniissiuner ir

Scinde, with cost of
two Loongees and
two carbines—l!u-

pees (90) ninety.

H H
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26th December, 1854. SiR,

With reference to the subject of former correspondence, I have the honor to

report that I am informed by my agents in London ( Messrs. Hartley and Co.,

15, St. Helens-place, Bishopsgate-street), that they have handed over to the

Honorable Court of Directors, a Rifle, made for me, of the pattern recommended

by me for use in the Army.
Not having seen this Rifle myself, I cannot be quite certain that it has been

made in accordance with my wishes ; those made for me of the same pattern, at

the same time, have not yet reached me.

But it is certain that the eflficiency of the arm depends much more on the

shape and construction of the ball, than on any peculiarity of the Rifle itself.

The four-grooved 24-gauge Rifle, with a great twist in the grooves, is

undoubtedly the best for the army ; but, with proper balls, any tolerably good

Rifle, even the old two-grooved, will prove efiective up to a range of 800 yards

or more.

Since the date of my last communication on the subject, I have been pursuing

mv experiments with somewhat interesting results, which I now, in the hope of

being useful, take the liberty of communicating.

I long ago discovered that there was one form of ball which experienced much
less resistance from the air than any other, and which, with small charges, have

most accurate and satisfactory results, proving perfectly effective with a charge of

powder of one-sixteenth the weight of the ball at a thousand yards and upwards.

AVith this ball and charge, the accuracy and certainty of our practice was

astonishing : one out of four, in a mark the size of a man, at 1,000 yards, was

about the average practice, while all the shots struck close around. This far

exceeds the efffect of the best Minie balls : but, on trying larger charges, it was

found that the lead gave way so much under the pressure of the gunpowder that

the fore part of the ball entirely lost its original shape, and with it a great part

of its power in overcoming the resistance of the air.

This defect, with leaden balls, can only be remedied by greatly increasing the

length of the balls, which makes them inconveniently heavy, or by making them

with a hollow behind, as in the Minie balls.

But if this hollow be made deep enough to prevent the fore part of the ball

changing its shape, under the crushing effect of the powder from behind, the ball

becomes very liable to be blowTii through into a tube of lead. This actually

frequently occurs, and thus a greater defect is introduced than the one sought to

be remedied.

Another great disadvantage of the hollow in the ball is, that it is equivalent to

leaving an empty space between the powder and the ball, which causes much
strain on the barrel, and is even liable to cause any but a very good one to burst.

After trving many different experiments, mth a view to discovering a ball

which should meet with the least resistance from the air, and at the same time be

capable of sustaining the shock of the powder uninjured, it appeared to me that

this could only be accomplished by making the fore part of the ball of some hard

substance, which would resist the greatest shock of a large charge of powder, and

the hinder part of softer material, which, though entering the gun loosely, would

spread out under the pressure, so as perfectly to fill the Rifle grooves and fit air-

tight in the barrel when the piece was fired.

This I have now successfully accomplished. The fore part of the ball is made
of zinc, cast in a separate mould, and the hinder part, of lead, is then cast on to

the zinc, in a mould of the form described by me in former communications, and

which is found to sustain the least resistance from the air.

The performance of these balls far exceeds my utmost expectations ; the hard

zinc point remains quite unchanged under the heaviest charges, even double those

which completely distorted the lead, while though the balls are made to fit quite

looselv, so as to load with ease and rapidity, the soft lead spreads out when the

gun is fired so as to fill the barrel and grooves with perfect accuracy. The hard

substance and favorable shape of these balls is also found greatly to increase their

penetration, and, at 1,200 yards distance, I find the l6-gauge balls of this

construction penetrate full four inches into a wall of the hardest sun-burnt brick.

A third advantage is the hardness of the points of the balls prevents all

possibilitv of injury to their shape by knocking about men's pouches.

The l6-gauge balls, with a charge of 2^ drams of powder, make excellent and
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perfectly accurate practice at a range of (2,000) two tliousand yards, and tliis is, 26th December, i854.

I am quite convinced, by no means the extreme limit of their effective range.

At the same time, the very great advantage is secured of very gi'eatly reducing
the elevations required for more moderate distances, which I find to be about
one-half of the elevations required for the best Minic balls, according to the

Enfield reports.

These balls of zinc and lead are of the most simple construction, and can be
made wholesale at no greater cost than the ordinary ammunition with the most
perfect ease.

The four-grooved 24-gaugc Rifle—the grooves taking one complete turn in

the length of twenty-four inches—is undoubtedly the best for general purposes,

but it is evident that these zinc and lead balls will prove proportionally effective

from any Rifle, and that they woidd answer admirably for the two-grooved Rifles

now in use—the balls, of course, being cast with two projections instead of four.

The lighter weight of the zinc will be found a great and positive advantage
with Rifles of the large bore of those now in use, as the recoil will be thereby
materially lessened.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding to you, in a separate packet, specimens

of the Rifle balls above referred to ; and
I have the honor, &c.

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Military Secretary to the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Government of India, Calcutta.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 90, of the

19th December, 1854, to my address, and, with reference to its subject, to assure

you that no effort has ever been, or shall be, wanting on my part cordially to

co-operate with yourself and the other authorities of the Punjaub in conducting

the public business of our respective districts.

The Boogtees referred to in your letter under reply have certainly been playing

a double game, and endeavouring to make use of one British authority to obstruct

the measures of another.

I understood—it now seems erroneously—that your first letter to me conveyed

a request, almost an order, to me to release a prisoner who had been regularly

tried, convicted, and sentenced in my court, under which impression the

concluding paragraph of my letter, No. 231, of the 11th December, 1854, was

written.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JxVCOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To Major D. Ross, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Commissioner and Superintendent Leia Division,

Punjaub.

26th December, 1S54.

No. 3,S6l of 1854.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to Major Jacob, C.B., Political soth December, 1 854.

Superintendent on the Frontier, Jacobabad.

Sir,

In reply to your letter. No. 223, of the 5th instant, I have the honor to

forward a copy of a letter I had addressed to Government on the subject,

and to express my veiy great regret that I should have been the cause of

delaying the transmission of youi* explanation.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Camp, Miffee, Commissioner's Office, Commissioner in Scinde.

30^/i December, 1854.
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[Copy.]

No. 242 of 1854.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Hon. Lord Elphinstone, G.C.H.,
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. Dated 4th August, 1854.

My Lord,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Anderson's

No. 151, of the 6th May, 1854. Forwarding letter, as per margin, and, in reply, to submit
a letter from Supreme Government, and di- the aCCOmpanving COpV of a Communication,
recting that Major Jacob be called on to trive •,i-. ••ii r ht- t i_

proofs of assertion-made by him in regard to With itS Original eilcioSUrCS, trom Majorjacob,
the policy pursued in the Punjaub. Political Superintendent on the Frontier, on

No. 94, oi the 25tii May, 1854.
|-]jg points regarding which his explanation was

required by the Government of India.

2. These papers had been left over by Mr. Bellasis till my return, which will

account for the delay in submitting them. In now doing so, it may perhaps be

unnecessary for me to do more than bear my humble testimony to Major Jacob's

devoted loyalty to the Government he has the honor to serve, and to express my
conviction that he would never wittingly offend by officially denouncing any

policy which he knew had been approved by the Government of India.

3. And from the many personal communications which we have had on the

subject, I can also testify that he shared my own doubts, as to whether the

members of the Punjaub Government were aware of the extent to which the

system of permitting or encouraging our own subjects to retaliate on the border

plunderers was carried, or of the manner in which it worked.

4. It was, I feel convinced, because the practice in the Punjaub was at variance

with the principles which he felt certain the Supreme Government would

approve for the Punjaub, as they had already repeatedly approved of them in

Scinde, that Major Jacob noticed the different system of the neighbouring

districts. Had I for a moment imagined that his remarks implied any criticism

on a policy adopted or approved by the Supreme Government in a neighbouring

province, I should consider myself more culpable for forwarding than Major

Jacob for writing them.

5. It will be seen from the correspondence which he forwards, that I had long

been in communication with the Punjaub Government on the subject, and that

the final decision of the Chief Commissioner on the most important branch of

, , ., it—the permission to our own subiects to bear arms

—

No. 179, of the 5th April, 1854. , ,^ , ^.,, i i i • •., i A t . . jwas delayed till he had visited the district, and was

only communicated to my locum tenens after that visit in April last.

6. I have only just seen that letter among the papers now submitted, and have

a strong impression that I could show to the satisfaction of the Chief Com-
missioner, that the arguments stated in his Secretary's letter had been strongly

urged as a reason against the same measure of disarming in Scinde—that they

had in practice been proved invalid, and that it has been found by experience to

be far easier to defend the people since they have been prohibited from bearing

arras.

7. But any discussion of the reasons of my belief would be foreign to the

object of my present communication, and I will only further express a hope that

Major Jacob may be relieved from any of the displeasure of the Supreme

Government, or that if his explanation be not deemed perfectly satisfactory, I

may be permitted to bear my fair share of the blame for forwarding remarks

which are considered open to such serious censure.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Kiorrachee, 4ih August, 1854. Commissioner,
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No. 420 of 1854.

From the Commissioner in Scixde to the Right Ilonorahle Lord Elphinstone, 29th December, isra.

G. C.ll., Governor and President in Council, Bombay. Dated Qth

December, 1854.

My Lord,
With reference to the letter noted in the margin, I have the honor to

Caiiin" for an early
enclose a letter, No. 242, wliich I addressed to your

answer to No. 151, dated Loi'dsliip in Council on the 4th of August, and to explain
6ti ay ast.

^^ ^^^^ causc of the letter not being forwarded on the date it

bears, that, on reading it over before it was despatched, it occurred to me that

it would be desirable to enter somewhat more at large on the subject of the sixth

paragraph.

2. For the purpose of doing this, I retained the letter as it now stands, instead

of sending it back to the office to be despatched.

3. The blami! of the delay rests entirely with me, as my office establishment

supposed the letter had gone. I can only express my very sincere regret that

any act or omission of mine should have caused so much needless trouble, and
still more that it should have delaved the submission to the Government of Lidia

of the explanation of Major Jacob, which would, I trust, as far as that officer is

concerned, have been satisfactory, without any further comment from me.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner.

Camp, Vinp;ee, Commhsinners Office,

Qtii December, 1854.

(True copies.)

(Signed) J. GIBBS,
Assistant-Commissioner.

No. 25 of 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Right Honorable Lord Elphinstone, 2ist January, ii!S4,

G. C. H., Governor and President in Council, Bombay. Dated 21st

January, 1854.

My Lord,
In submitting the Annual Report required by Government on the subject of

Vide Mr. Chief Secretary ^'^^ political relations of the province during the past

Maiefs letter. No. 4,141, of year (1853), I havc the honor to transmit copv of a
the 3ist August, 1850. j^^^^j. ^^^ ^j^g Political Superintendent on the Frontier,

No. 4, of the 4th instant.

2. Major Jacob's full report on the district under his able charge, leaves me
little to add relative to our relations with the Khan of Kelat and the tribes to the

west and north-west.

3. In reference to paragraph 1 1 of the report, I may observe that I hope

to meet the Khan of Kelat in the course of my present tour.

4. The proposition for the construction of the roads mentioned in paragraph

Raising a portion of ti>e road between jacobabad 22 has been Submitted to Government,
and Sliikarpoor, vide Comniissiouer's letter, No. 510, and Major JaCob liaS bcon reOUCStcd
date<l 2iiud Dec., .and makins; a sliort line from A bad ^ ,, ^- • ^- c
to M,H,barickpoor, vide Commissioner's letter to tO COmmenCC thcm HI anticipation ot

Government, No. 522, of the 30th Dee,, 1853. sanction.

5. The arrangement for the permanent repair of these district roads has been
Vide Mr. Secretary submitted to vour Lordship in Council for the sanction of

ErsKuic's letter. No. 76, of , r~\
'

. / t i-

the 7th instant. the Government ot India.

6. I can testify to the correctness of the description given by ^lajor Jacob of

the condition of these frontier districts, and mav add that the change which

has taken place in them and their inhabitants is mainly owing to the energy-

and abilitv of Major Jacob, and the judicious and liberal measures which he

has suiiirested and Government has sanctioned.
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21st Januarv, 1854. 7- The aggressions of Persia on the petty Chiefs of Mekran have of late years

been systematic and persevering, and the Persian Frontier is now nearly 200
miles nearer Scinde than it was 40 years ago. It is, of course, as far as the real

value of the possession is concerned, quite immaterial to us how much of Mekran
Persia may possess ; but this extension of dominion over provinces- quite useless

in themselves, appears not unworthy of note.

8. There is nothing new to report in our relations with His Highness Meer All

Morad. Hunting, and the prosecution of frivolous and disreputable intrigues for

the recovery of his forfeited dominions, appear to have divided his attention.

The Mr. Malcolm described by Major Jacob was at one time

entertained by the Meer as his Agent, but His Highness
subsequently returned to his former Agent, the notorious Ali Akbar, who has,

as Government is aware, gone to England with a memorial from His Highness.

9. On the Eastern Frontier more cases of cattle-stealing by the borderers of

Eajpootna have been reported than in former years, but whether the crime has

really increased is doubtful.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Kurrachee, 1\st January, 1854.

No. 2,104 of 1854.

8th May, 1854. From H. L. Anderson, Esquirc, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to A. F.

Bellasis, Esquire, Assistant in Charge of the Office of Commissioner in

Scinde, Kurrachee. Dated the 8th May, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to

acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Frere's letter, with enclosure. No. 25, dated the

21st January last, reporting on the political state, during the year 1853, of the

country under his charge, and submitting a similar report from Major Jacob
regarding the state of the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

2. In reply, I am desired to transmit for your information, and in order that

the substance of paragraph 3 thereof may be communicated to Major Jacob, copy
of a Resolution passed by Government under the 26th ultimo, upon Mr. Frere's

letter, under acknowledgment.

I have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 8th May, 1854

RESOLUTION by the Honorable Board, dated the 26th April, 1854.

The Commissioner in Scinde, in the accompanying letter, reports on the

political state, during the year 1853, of the country under his charge, and at the

same time has submitted a similar report from Major John Jacob regarding the

state of the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

The Khan of Kelat, having been convinced of the intriguing character of his

INIinister, Wuzzccr Mahomed Hussan, has dismissed him from his sei'vice. The
Khan has abolished by proclamation the levy of transit duties throughout his

territories, and has intimated to Major Jacob that " everything would henceforth
" be conducted to the satisfaction of the British authorities." In a subsequent

letter, Mr. Frere has reported the result of an interview which, in the presence

of Major Jacob, he had with the Khan of Kelat at Jacobabad, in the month of

January last, when this Chief renewed his expressions of his intention to be

guided in the conduct of his affairs by the counsels and advice of the British

Government.
Resolved,—That the fact of there having, as reported by Major Jacob, in

paragraph 20, been an entire absence, during the years 1852 and 1853, of any

criminal or other charges requiring investigation by that officer, against a single
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individual of the Doombkec and Jekranee Tribes located on the borders of Upper 8th Slay, i854.

Scinde, is satisfactory.

The gradual advance being made by Persia into Mekran was brought, by this

Government, to the notice of the Government of India, on the II th November
last, and Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaircs at Teheran was addressed on the

subject by the Most Noble the Governor-General in Council, on tlie 8th

December last.

llesolvcd,—That the attention of the Government of India be drawn to the

7th paragraph of Mr. Frere's letter, containing further information on this

subject.

(Signed) ELPHINSTONE.

26//i Jpril, 1854.

J. WAllDEN.
J. G. LUMSDEN.

(True copy.)

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretarv to Government.

No. 5,261 of 1854.

From II. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to II. B. E. aoth December, i8.'i4.

FuKUE, Es(|uire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 20th December, 1854.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

With reference to your letter. No. 25, dated the 21st January last, reporting

on the Political relations of the Province of Scinde, during the year 1853, and
submitting copy of a communication fi-om the Political Superintendent on the

Frontier, regarding British relations with the neighbouring states during the

same period, I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Coimcil to

transmit to vou, for vour information, and for communication to Major John
Jacob, an extract, paragraph 22, from a Despatch from the Honble. the Court of

Directors, No. 29, dated the 4th October last.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Bombay Castle, 20th December, 1854. Secretary to Government.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 22, from a Despatch from the Honble. the Court

of Directors, dated the 4th October, No. 29 of 1854.

Para. 22.—The annual reports by Mr. Frere, and by Major Jacob, on the

relations of Scinde during 1853, are most satisfactoi-y- AH difru-ulties with the

Khan of Kelat are at an end, and the reformation of tlio plundering Tribes

settled in Scinde is so complete, that out of about 2,000 adult males of those

Tribes, not one has, in a space of two years, been " accused of any crime or fault

" whatever, great or small. There has not been a case even of common assault

" among them."

(True extract.)

(Signed) 11. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

No. 110 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, C.B., Political ntii January, 1 855

Superintendent on the Frontier, in reference to his report, No. 4, dated 4th

January, 1854.

(Signed) 11. B. E. FRERE,
Commissio/wr.s Office, Camp, Meerpoor, Commissioner in Scinde.

Wth Januarij, 1855.
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irtli .J:im:ary, 1855. SiR,

In continuation of the subject of my letter, No 200, of the 2nd November,

1854, I have the honor to report that His Highness the Khan of Kelat has

formally assented to the arrangements regarding the customs levied on

merchandise passing through his territory.

1st. The method of levying the customs at per camel load, to be abolished.

2nd. The amount of customs paid for merchandise to be henceforth eight (8)
annas per maund ; the maund being forty seers, the seer eighty tolas.

3rd. On each horse for sale, a duty of five rupees.

4th. That no other fees, customs, or duties, on any pretence whatever, will be

permitted to be levied on goods passing through the dominions of the Khan of

Kelat, with the sole exception of four annas per camel load, to be paid to the

Chief, Omeyd Ali, by merchants proceeding by the road which passes through his

district. This last payment is said to be necessary, because the assistance of

Omeyd Ali and his people is actually necessary to travellers and the traders

traversing that tract of sterile mountains, and the services afforded will be fully

equivalent to the small payment to the Chief.

The above arrangements will, I think, prove very satisfactory to all parties

concerned, and mil reduce the total sum payable in the Kelat dominions to about

one half of the amount previously levied.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

iTiii .Tamiary, 1855. POLITICAL EEPOET on the Frontier of Upper Scinde for the year ending

31st December, 1854.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that, during the past year, the state of our political

relations with the State of Kelat and the Tribes on this Frontier has been most

satisfactory.

The Border itself, on both sides of the desert, has been perfectly undisturbed

from without. The only gang robberies which have occurred were committed

by the Muzzarees residing about Eojaun, British subjects, Avho, according to the

rules in foi'ce in that district of the Punjaub, are permitted and encouraged to

bear arms.

In one instance, in an attempt to carry off cattle stolen from the Kusmore
district of Scinde, by these Muzzarees, they killed one of the district policemen,

and wounded another.

The proceedings in this case have been already reported to you in full.

The Belooche Tribes within our own border have been behaving admirably,

steadily persevering in their agricultural and industrial pursuits ; and again

another vear has passed without any offence having been committed by Jekranee

or Doombkee.
The famous old border Chieftain and plunderer, Toork Ali, held to be the

best of the Jekranee leaders in their predatory warfare, died quietly in his bed,

at his own village, five miles from Jacobabad, on the 10th October. He had
reached to the extreme age of one hundred and four years, and retained the full

possession of his intellect, and great natural shrewdness to the last. Llis grand-

son. Dad Mahomed, now thirty-five years of age, has been long one of my
Jemadars of Belooche guides, and is one of the best men I have in the service.

There have been no instances, during the past year, of any violence, robbery,

and loss, occurring to Kafilas or merchants, while proceeding through the Bolaun

or other passes, and the roads from Quetta to the sea have been quite safe, and

free from any natural obstacles.

"With the details of the new Treaty, and arrangements with Kelat, you yourself

and the Government are already well acquainted. These arrangements appear

to be working well, and to have resulted in the most beneficial effects.

Peace and quiet have generally prevailed throughout Cutchee and Beloochistan,

and even in the hills.

The happiest effects on the state of the affairs of Kelat have followed the
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removal of the treacherous minister, MooUah Mahomed Hussan, from office. The nth January, isss.

Khan, since mv interview with him at Mustoonir, in May last, has been attending

personally, and with diligence, to the management of the public business of

his Government, to the manifest advantage of himself and his people.

Some mistakes occurred at first, as to the amount of customs to be levied by

the Kelat Government under the new Treaty caused by the indefinite amount of

a camel load of goods, and the use of different weights under the same name.

Some of the wild Chiefs of Beloochistan also attempted, in some instances, to

persist in levying transit dues on merchandise passing through their country.

But all this has been remedied and adjusted, and settled in a manner quite

satisfactory, and there is every reason to believe that no cause for complaints

reoardinff such matters will exist in future.

The Boogtees and all the other formerly predatory Tribes near the Frontier

have, with the sole exception of the Murrecs, been perfectly peaceable and quiet.

The Miu'rees have occasionally committed depredations in Cutchce, in the

neighboui'hood of Lharee, but to no great extent ; and I am inform(!d tliat His

Highness the Khan of Kelat is taking measures effectually to control this Tribe

of marauders in future.

The Kelat Government is much alarmed at the reports of proceedings of the

Persians at Candahar, and at their thi'eatening the Eastern provinces of

Beloochistan ; but I have assured His Highness the Khan that no serious

hostilities can be intended or can occur against him from those quarters.

Much distrust and annoyance is, however, caused by the proceedings, threats,

and intrigues of Persia (or carried on in the name of Persia) in these countries,

which, perhaps, it might be weU to put a stop to.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent on the

on Circuit. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, IStli January, 1855.

I have the honor to return the accompanying correspondence, and, with

reference to its subject, to remark that the rule mentioned in the second

paragraph of letter No. 587, dated 28th December, fi*om the Secretary to the

Chief Commissioner in the Punjaub, is, and has always been, followed by all

under my command.
2. From the time of the annexation of the Punjaub this rule has been most

strictly enforced by me.

3. On the occasion of the murder of the Policeman Suffer by the INIuzzarees,

the first place which the Scinde Police approached in the Punjaub district was

Kin. They came on the robbers with the stolen property in their possession

near the above-mentioned place, Kin, at nightfall, and had no opportunity of

reporting to the local authorities there, for as they approached they were

immediately attacked by the Muzzarees, one of the three killed, a second

wounded, and the third man did well to get back safely that night to Kusmore
with his wounded companion and the stolen buffalo.

4. On the men reaching Kusmore the circumstances were immediately

reported by the Police to the Kardar of Rojaun, and aid was sought and afforded

by the police at that station.

5. There seems to have been no misconduct or shortcoming on this occasion

on the part of any one in the service, whether of the Scinde or Punjavd) districts.

6. So long as the Muzzarees or other border Tribes are permitted and
encouraged to bear arms, such occuiTences must be expected. It is for my
superiors to decide if they are counterbalanced by corresponding advantages.

7. The report made to Captain Bristow by tlic Thanadar of Rojaun, that the

Scinde Police are in the habit of taking away offenders from the Rojaun district,

without reference to the local authority, is erroneous—such course is never

pursued.

8. The boundaries of this district seem to be unknown to this Thanadar. The
offenders reported by him to have been captured on the 4th October, and taken

away bv the " Jemadar of Budanee," were taken in the Boogtee Hills, in the

territory of the Khan of Kelat.

I I
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istii January, 1855. These men were tracked into the hills by Jemadar MuUic Gooljar, of the

Frontier Police, assisted and acco))ipamed hy the Punjaub Police from liojaun.

The Thanadar himself was, I understand, present and aiding in the capture

:

no report could have required to be made to him. The robbers were captured

in the Kelat territory—part of my political charge, and not belonging to the

Punjaub at all.

The proceedings in the trials of the murderers in question having been

forwarded to you in full, the facts of the case must be known, and I need not

again state them.

The chief offender, Junghee Khan, who escaped, has not yet been recaptured.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) J. JACOB, Major,

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Political Superintendent on the

on Circuit. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

[Copy.]

No. 293 of 1855.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

27tli Jauuary, 1855.

Lieuteuant Mere-
^sether. Sciude Irre-

gular Horse, to be
Deputy Collector of

tlipFrontier Districts.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to the Political Superintendent on the
Frontier, Jacobabad. Dated 27th January, 1855.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward an extract from a letter I have addressed to

Paras. .31 to 34 of Com- Government on the subject of the Deputy Collector in
inissioner's Letter to Go- charge of Boordicka, and to request that, if you have no
vernment, No. 446, of 20th &

, ' IT-* *T\/ ^X, •

December, relative to Es- oDjection, you Will at oncc placc Lieutenant Merewcther m
tabiisiiments in Scinde. charge, in anticipation of the sanction of Government, and
instruct Lieutenant Lester to report himself to the Collector of Shikarpoor, who
has received instructions relative to his future employment.

I have the honor, &c,,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Camp, Gmnba/i, Com77iissioners Office, Commissioner in Scinde.

27th January, 1855.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 31 to 34 of a Letter from the Commissioner

in Scinde to the Government of Bombay, No. 446, of 20th December, 1854.

31. In the statement, I have retained the name of Lieutenant W. C. Lester,

as Deputy Collector of the Frontier Districts, under Major Jacob, C.B. The
salary as sanctioned is Rupees 500, besides district travelling allowance ; and
this amount will be drawn by Lieutenant Lester.

32. It would be a more economical, and, probably, a better arrangement, if an

Officer of the Scinde Horse wei'c allowed to hold this appointment in addition to

his own. I cannot be certain that, in the event of an Officer of less varied

talents than Major Jacob being in command of the Frontier, such an arrange-

ment would be sufficient ; but so long as the present Political Superintendent is

in charge of the district, the arrangement now suggested would be most conducive

to the efficient performance of the duties of his assistant.

33. I would in that case recommend a consolidated allowance of Rupees 250
per mensem, with travelling allowance while away from Jacobabad, in addition

to the pay and allowances held from the Military Department. As long as this

arrangement continues, it will effect a saving of Rupees 250 as compared with

the present arrangement.

34. In the event of this proposition being approved, I would suggest the

nominati(m of Lieutenant jNIercwetlier, Lieutenant Lester being transferred as

a Deputy in one of the CoUectoratcs.

(True extract.)

(Signed) J. GIBBS,
Assistant Commissioner.

\
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[Copy.]

No. 320 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

From the Co.mmissioner in Scinde to the Chief Commissioner for the soth January, isss.

PuNJAUB, Lahore. Dated 30th January, 1855.

Sir,

With reference to Mr. Temple's letter, as per margin, I have the honor to

XT =o, e *u oo.i forward a copy of a letter fi-om Maior John Jacoh, C.B.,
No. 587, of the 28th

-r, , . . , ^ ' • • t t>.t i tt'- -n ] •

December, 1854, on the sub- rolitical superintendent JNorth-VVest J^rontier, explaining

i'otelalX'r'Mula- that the practice described in paragraph 2 of Mr. Temple's
rees.nearKin, intheRojaun letter has been invariably followed on the frontier under

'^''^"^'' Major Jacob's command, and that the Tannadar was mis-

taken in supposing that oifenders apprehended in the Rojaun District had been
taken away without reference to the Punjaub authorities.

2. The Punjaub Police appear, on the occasion in question, to have afforded

every assistance ; but I trust you will not think that I step beyond the bounds of

Endins with tiie letter ™y own duty if, with reference more especially to the
from the Secretary to tiie correspondence iiotcd in the margin, I beg your re-considera-
Chief Commissioner, No. ,. ,. ,, ,. n .,,." ^ . i

179, of the 15th AprU last tion ot the qucstion ot permitting our own subjects, who are
—Judicial Department, iiqi j^ t^g scrvicc of Government, to bear arms without a

special license.

3. The rule forbidding all but the Military and Police to carry arms without

sucli a written license, is strictly enforced in Scinde. Of late years, no penalty has

been found necessary beyond the forfeiture of the arms, when no good cause could

be shown for ignorance of, or non-compliance with, the rule.

4. As the possession of arms in a man's own house is not forbidden, and no
search is ever made for them without special cause, the rule can never be made
an instrument of oppression or extortion by our native officials.

5. Nor docs it leave the people defenceless in case of their villages being

actually attacked by a band of plunderers.

6. Its simple operation is to draw a clear line of distinction between the

armed servants of Government and all other persons. It thus helps a people

long used to obtain redress for themselves, to understand that there are such

things as public wrongs, and a public agency to redress them.

7. Moreover, it marks every armed man not in the sernce of Government,
who may move about the country, and renders it easier to trace him. Every
shepherd boy learns to distinguish the armed malefactor from a neighbouring
shepherd or traveller, which cannot be done when all bear arms. The effect is

found to be tliat petty thieves and robbers cease to carry with them their arms,

which would excite obsei'vation, and facilitate their detection.

8. But the most decided and remarkable effect is to put a stop to private

feuds and retaliation between frontier tribes, and to check inroads of armed men
from beyond our frontier. Our own people, when they can do so with impunity,

are as much addicted to plunder and aggression as their foreign neighbours. On
a frontier where clan feuds have been rife for centuries, it must be impossible to

say what is aggi-ession and what retaliation. As long as it is supposed that we
allow our own subjects to retaliate, our neighbours will feel justified in doing

the same ; but when we begin by prohibiting our own people from taking the

law into their own hands, and compel them to submit their feuds and claims for

compensation to the arbitration of the (government authorities, foreigners as well

as our own subjects become convinced that we arc in earnest ; and such sense of

justice as may still exist, even among the rudest, is enlisted on the side of good
order, and excites stmie respect for measures which might otherwise perhaps not

be fully comprohciided.

9- The prohibition to carry arms has not been always nor uniformly acted on
in Scinde. The North-west Frontier was for many years an exception, many of

our own subjects not in the Government service being there permitted to carry

arms on a plea of self-defence.

10. When that portion of the frontier was made over to Major Jacob, the
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30th January, 1855 Strict observance of the prohibition to carry arms was at once enforced. It is

difficult to state to which of all the measures Major Jacob has adopted the

present state of perfect peace and good order on that frontier is to be attributed,

but I believe he would himself reckon the putting a stop to carry arms, and the

consequent check to private warfare and retaliation, as among the most efficient

causes of the gi-eat change he has wrought in the habits of the people on both

sides his border.

1 1

.

I trust you will not think me intrusive in thus stating the results of the

system in this province. I would not have ventured to do so, had I not been

mvself converted from a very decided and, as I believe, well-considered opinion

—

the reverse of that I now express. The system has been now enforced for some

years, under such a variety of circumstances and agencies, that there can, I

think, be little doubt of its practical effect : it is observed along the whole

frontier, from Mekran round by Kelat, the Punjaub, and Eajpootna to Guzzerat

and Cutch, and unless Guzzerat, where an opposite system has been in force, be

much changed within the last few years, the good effect of the prohibition to

carry arms is nowhei'e more marked than in contrast mth one of the oldest

provinces of our Presidency.

12. In conclusion, I trust you will fm-ther excuse my pointing out that the

Punjaub Officers on the fi-ontier above Kusmore, hardly appear to recognise the

fact that the Boogtee country adjoining the British territory is part of the

territorv of the Khan of Kelat.

13. Anv separate treating with inferior chiefs must, of course, tend to weaken

the authority of the Sovereign ; and I need not point out that this must in time

weaken our "hold on the country, and diminish our means of obtaining redress

when we would wish to obtain it through His Highness.

14. The Khan's power over these Tribes has never recovered the injury it

sustained by the destruction of Kelat, and the death of his father in 1839. But

recent events have tended to strengthen his hands, and none more so than the

conclusion of a Treaty with him in May last, and he will now, I hope, possess the

means, as he had, I believe, always the will to punish the misconduct of his more

distant feudatories.

15. Our relations with His Highness are conducted through the Political

Superintendent on the North-West Frontier, and I feel assured that Major Jacob

will, with pleasure, exert himself to secure the Khan's co-operation in carrying

out anv measures proposed by the Punjaub Officers in the neighbourhood of his

territorv, calculated to secure the peace and good order of the frontier.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FEERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Camp, Saida,

2>Qth January, 1855.

No. 343 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copy forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent on

the Frontier, in reference to his letter, No. 28, of the 18th January, 1855.

(Signed) H. B. E. FEEEE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Camp, Tanoojee,

\st February, 1855.
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[Copy.]

From Major D. Ross, Commissioner and Superintendent Leia Division, to istu January, i855.

H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde.

Camp, Dehra Ismael Khan, I5ih January, 1855.

POLITICAL.

Sib,

In reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo, No. 3,846, I have the honor to

inform you that I have explained to Major Jacob the circumstances under which
the petition of JNIeerza Khan Boogtee was sent to rac bv the Officiating Dcputv
Commissioner of Dehra Ghazee Khan, for transmission to him. Had I been
aware that Meerza Khan's representation in favor of Futteh Khan was entirely

false, his petition would not have been forwarded. Futteh Khan, it appears,

was an oflPender who had been deservedly punished by Major Jacob. I did not

request his release, but merely wished to know the particulars of his case.

Parties who may in future present similar petitions shall be referred to Major
Jacob, and I have directed the Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Dehra
Ghazee Khan to warn the small section of Shumbanee Boogtees, who have been
permitted to settle as cultivators on the waste lands of the Southern Derajat,

that they will be forthwith expelled if, while located in om* territory, they
attempt to prosecute their old feuds, or commit any act of aggression on the

frontier.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) D. ROSS,
Commissioner and Superintendent.

Commissioner and Superintendent's Office, Leia Division,

the \bth January, 1855.

No. 372 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copy forwarded to Major Jacob, in reference to his letter. No. 230, of

the 11th December, last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Camp, Sangrar,

Srd February, 1855.

Lieutenant M. S. Green proceeded en route to Bombay, for the purpose of ut February, issj

obtaining leave to Europe on sick certificate.

EXTRACT from Regimental Orders, by Major John Jacob, C.B., Commanding
Scinde Irregular Horse.

Lieutenant W. L. Briggs will act as second in command in addition to his

duties as Adjutant, during the absence of Lieutenant M. S. Green, or until

further orders.

(By Order)

(Signed) W. L. BRIGGS, Lieutenant,

Adjutant and Acting Second in Connnand,
2nd Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse.



246 EECOEDS OF THE

1st February, 1855. EXTEACT from General Orders, by the Eight Honorable the Governor in

Council.

Bombay Castle, 3rd March, 1855.

No. 196 of 1855.

Lieutenant M. S. Green, of the l6th Eegiment Native Infantry, Second in

Command of the 2nd Eegiment Scinde Irregular Horse, is allowed a fuj-lough to

Europe for fifteen months, on medical certificate, under the new furlough

regulations.

By Order of the Eight Honorable the Governor in Council,

(Signed) T. MAUGHAN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government..

l3t February, 1855. SiR,

With reference to the subject of your letter. No. 102, of the 29th January,

1855, to my address, with accompanying correspondence, I have the honor to

request that it may be represented to the Commander-in-Chief that I respectfully

submit that I am entitled to receive an apolog}- from Captain Younghusband, of

the Punjaub Police, for his unprovoked attack on, and insulting language

towards, me.

Not only was this attack quite gratuitous on the part of Captain Younghusband,

but the assertions made by him were directly contrary to the facts as they actually

occurred, as will fully appear fi-om the accompanying copies of letters on the

subject from Ofiicers best acquainted with the matters in question.

Having been prohibited from protecting myself from such insults, on the

appearance of Captain Younghusband's letter in the newspapers, I immediately

appealed for protection from Government, in a letter of which I have the honor

to annex copy for the information of the Commander-in-Chief. To this I have

as yet received no reply, but I have the honor, with respectful humility, but

firmly withal, to submit that having, in obedience to the orders of my superiors,

abstained from all private means of enforcing satisfaction for the gratuitous insult

offfered to me by a brother Officer, I am entitled to obtain it by means of the

same authority which restrains me.
I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Irregular Horse.

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, Scinde

Division Army, Kurrachee.

6th February, 1855. SiR,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying scheme of a Canal proposed

to be taken through the middle of the desert, for such notice as you may think

proper.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

PEOJECT for bringing under cultivation a considerable part of the present

Desert between Scinde and Cutchee.

The experience now acquired of the value of the soil of this desert, since the

enlargement of the Begaree and Noorwah Canals, shows that a supply of the

Indus water alone is required to convert the virgin soil of the vast plain now
lying perfectly bare, waste, and unproductive of even a blade of grass, into most

rich and fertile corn-field. Cotton also grows in it with wonderful luxuriance,

and there were, last year, in what had been hitherto the very centre of the desert,
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about ten miles north of Jacobabad, large fields of this plant in the finest eth February, is55.

condition, and of great beauty.

The desert itself is an almost perfectly level plain, but lying low, so that there

is a considerable fall from the Indus to it, in every direction. I last year carried

a line of level from Jacobabad along the whole length of the Boodwah, Noorwah,

and Begaree Canals, to the exit of the latter from the Indus. The level was

taken along the bottoms of the Canals, and showed a fall of twenty-five feet, the

distance being about fifty miles.

The flow of water along the Noorwah, during the whole period it remains full,

I have observed to be at the rate of (me hundred and forty feet in a minute,

continually, and with very little change of sjjced during the entire season.

It is now proposed that a large Canal bo taken from the Indus, above Kusmore,

sav from the jNIittree inlet or thereabout. This spot stands about fifteen feet

higher than the mouth of the Begaree, and the ground beyond Khyra Ghurree

(to the neighbourhood of which it is proposed to lead the Canal) about eight and

a half feet lower than Jacobabad. This gives a ftill of about forty-eight and a

half feet for the whole course, the distance being about 150 miles.

It is proposed to lead the Canal, from the spot above mentioned, along the

boundarv line between the British and Kelat territory, through the very heart of

the desert, as far as the spot called " Bagh," a few miles south-westward of

Khyra Ghurree.

The dimensions of the channel might be 96 feet wide at top, and SO at bottom,

and 8 feet deep.

These give for area of section 88 x 8 == 704. Length, 150 miles = 792,000

feet.

792,000 X 704 = 557,568,000 cubic feet of earth to be excavated.

The ground is very favorable for such operations, and, though labor is not

plentiful, the excavation could probably be made at the rate of 1 ,000 feet per

rupee : this gives for first cost of the Canal 5,57,568 rupees.

In addition to this, the annual clearance would cost about one-eighth of this

sum—say 70,000 rupees.

Some "other expenses will also be incurred for bridges, &c., the whole of which

will be amply provided for by a sum of 50,000 rupees added to the first cost of

the work.

Some additional margin must be allowed also for contingencies.

The return for this outlay may be estimated thus

—

About 1,500 square miles of land now absolutely bare and waste, but capable

of highly productive culture, would be brought under the plough.

One-third of this area, according to the usage of the country, would always be

productive, the other two-thirds lying fallow. A square mile of land under

cultivation yields here to Government, at the fair and moderate assessment now

established, about 1,700 rupees annually.

The land revenue derivable from this Canal would then be 1,700 x 500 =
8,50,000, or eight and a half lacs per annum. But as one half of the lands

cultivated by means of the Canal would He beyond the British boundary, in the

Kelat territory, the revenue of that portion would be, according to established

agreement, made when settling the boundary, e(|ually divided between the Kelat and

the British Government. This causes a deduction of one-fourth, leaving for total

annual profit—8,50,000 x | = 6,37,500, six lacs thirty seven thousand five

hundred rupees, or considerably more than a hundred per cent, on the outlay.

The value of such a Canal for the purposes of navigation, &c., it is, perhaps,

not requisite here to enter into, as an additional argument in favor of the scheme,

but these collateral advantages must, nevertheless, be very great.

From intiuiries which I have made, I am clearly convinced that suflUcicnt

pc()])le would be forthcoming, both to execute the work, and permanently to

cidtivate tlie land of the desert. Most of the inhabitants of Cutchee, and many

of the hill people, would flock to the work.

I have been turning this ])roject over in my mind for some years past, liut the

results seemed so startling in proportion to the means I'cquired, that I was

diflident in bringing forward the scheme. However, the more I think over the

matter, the more practical does the work appear, and the more certain the result.

It seems, th("rcforc, to bo my duty to mention it.

On explaining my project to some of the best informed natives, I learn that a
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6th February, 1855. somewhat similar work was undertaken, and actually commenced lontj ago, by
Meer Noor Mahomed ; some progress was made, and the old Noorwah at Koomree,
lately cleared and banked by Jummall Khan's Doombkees, was a portion of the
work. But the undertaking was abandoned, in consequence of its having been
attempted to execute the work by forced labor, which was found very injurious to
the people, and ruinous to the success of the project.

(Signed) J9HN JACOB, Major,
Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.
Frontier Districts, 6th February/, 1855.

[Copies.]

No. 32 of 1855.

uth February, 1855. From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B. E.
Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 14th February, 1855.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

Referring to your letter. No. 420, dated the 9th December last, with
enclosures from Major Jacob, the Political Superintendent on the Frontier of

Upper Scinde, in explanation of his allegations regarding certain public measures
in the Punjaub, I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council
to transmit for your information copy of a letter from the Secretary to the

Government of India in the Foreign Department, No. 13, dated the 26th
ultimo, and to request you will have the goodness to communicate the views of

the Government of India, therein expressed, to Major Jacob.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bomhaij Castle, lith Februari/, 1855.

No. 13.

From G. F. Edmonstone, Esquii'e, Secretary to Government of India, to H. L.

Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of Bombay. Dated Fort
William, the 26th January, 1855.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 20th
ultimo, No 129, forwarding the explanation required by the Governor-General
in Council from Major Jacob, regarding an assertion made by that Officer on a

late occasion, that the authorities in the Punjaub had permitted, or rather

encouraged, the border Tribes to retaliate on the hill plunderers.

2. It appears that Major Jacob has no other ground for the charge which
he has brought against the authorities in the Punjaub than the expressions used

in the 2nd paragraph of a letter from the Board of Administration to the

Commissioner in Scinde, dated the 17th April, 1852, No. 400, on the subject of

an aggression committed by a body of Muzzaree horsemen upon the Boogtee
Tribe in the preceding month. It was stated that there could be " little doubt
" that the foray complained of by the Commissioner of Scinde was made by the
" Muzzarces in retaliation for that made by the Murrees in the previous
" December."

3. It seems to the Governor-General in Council, that in the letter of the

Board of Administration above cited, there is nothing to show that they

sanctioned the " retaliation " which they admitted, or rather they connived at

it, or that they considered " private war" justifiable. The Board admitted that

the attack had been made by the Muzzarees, and they declared their opinion
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that it had been made by way of " retaliation ;
" but they did not declare it to be uth February, isss.

their policy or their practice to " encourage" such retaliation. The people on the

frontier, it is true, were not disarmed, and this is explained by the fact that the

police-posts were so distant and so weak, that, without the armed co-operation of

the people, they were unable to repel the aggressions of the border Tribes. But
to defend one's property, or to assist in its defence, is very different, his

Lordship in Council observes, fi-om systematic " retaliation " and " private war."

4. His Lordship in Council, however, is willing to exonerate Major Jacob of

the charge of knowingly misrepresenting the policy of the Supreme Government.

At the same time, I am directed to say that his observations were not justified

bv the facts he has stated.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) G. F. EDMONSTONE,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Fort William, the 26th January, 1855.

(True copv.)

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

No. 705 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded to Major Jacob, C.B., Political Superintendent Upper
Scinde, in reference to my letter. No. 3,861, of the 30th December, 1854.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,

Catnj), Sukkur, Commissioners Office,

28fh February, 1855.

Commissioner in Scinde.

[Copies.]

No. 94.

From R. Temple, Esquire, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner for the sth ivbruury. is55

Punjaub, to H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated
Lahore, the Sth February, 1855.

JUDICIAL.

Sir,

I am directed to reply to your letter. No. 320, dated 31st ultimo, with its

enclosures, relating to the affairs of the frontier.

2. I am to state that the Chief Commissioner is happy to listen to any
suggestions you may offer on these matters. He concurs generally in the tenor

of what you have written regarding the ])olicy of arms-bearing. On this head I

am to transmit copy of a letter recently addressed to the Supreme Government,
whereby it is recommended that our Trans-Indus population be permitted to

possess arms in their houses, and to use them in self-defence, or in pursuit of

robbers, but are prohibited from carrying them in public.

3. In reference to your remarks regarding the Boogtee Tribe, the Frontier

authorities have been directed not to interfere with these people within their own
bounds, nor to communicate with them, except through Major Jacob.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) R. TEMPLE,
Lahore, the Sth February, 1855. Secretary.

K K
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No. 107.

2ik1 February, 1855. From the SECRETARY TO THE ChIEF COMMISSIONER FOR THE PuNJAUB tO the

Secretary to the Government of India, dated Lahore, 2nd February, 1855.

POLITICAL.

Sir,

"With reference to the Standing Orders of Government interdicting the

carrying or possessing arms in the Punjaub Territories, with the exception of

the trans-Indus and Huzara Districts, I am directed to submit a correspondence

From Lt H Bruce Com- which has arisen in respect to the feasibility of extending

mandant at Assnee, No. the prohibition to a portion of the last named exempted

t\!e ctrnmis^L'^er ti" w- districts. It will be observcd, that the civil authorities

vision. No. 882, dated 22ud in the Dcrajat, and also some of the military authorities,

^
From'^Do. No. 2, dated concur in thinking that some restrictions, and at least a

the 4th January. partial prohibition, may be introduced into that district.

2. The Chief Commissioner also considers that the time has arrived when
the practice of arms-bearing in the exempted districts may be safely restricted.

He is still decidedly averse to the entire disarming of the frontier population,

^ and still holds that they ought to be allowed to possess and keep arms in their

houses for self defence. But there is a wide and appreciable difference between

such possession and the open carrying of arms, and it is this latter practice

which the Chief Commissioner would now interdict.

3. It will be observed, that for the Derajat, a proposal has been made to

render the frontier road a line of prohibitory demarcation, that is to say, that

the bearing and possession of ai-ms should be permitted on the West side of the

road, and interdicted on the East. But the Chief Commissioner does not

consider this plan to be practical. The road itself does not furnish a good

boundary line for this purpose. In some places it may not have been made at

all, in others it may be tortuous, running far inland. Moi-eover, evasion and

uncertainty might arise when men might lawfully bear arms up to the very

edge of the road, by the crossing of which, while so armed, they would incur

penalties. Again, parties armed might with impunity move along within

forbidden limits, by simply keeping near the road, for they would only have to

step beyond it to be safe.

4. Rejecting any plan of the above nature, the Chief Commissioner would

prefer interdicting the public carrying of arms in the exempted districts ; namely,

the Derajat, Bunnoo, Kohat, Peshawar, and Huzara. He would suggest that

proclamations be issued, declaring that while the people are allowed to keep

arms in their houses, for the protection of their persons and property, and if

assailed by robbers they may sally forth with their arms to pursue the criminals,

yet they are not permitted to wear arms in public, nor to move about the country

with them under pain of the same penalties as those enforced Cis-Indus.

The District Officers shall severally be dii'ected to assemble the heads of

Tribes and Clans, and explain to them the terms and meaning of the prohibition.

An exception might be made in favor of herdsmen feeding or proceeding to feed

their herds and flocks, on or near the outer ranges of hills while so employed.

But such parties should be registered, and the heads of their Tribes should be

held responsible for guarding against any abuse of this license.

5. On the above points, the Chief Commissioner would solicit the orders of

Government.
I have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) P. TEMPLE,
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner

of the Punjaub.

(True copy.)

(Signed) L I. THORPE,
for Superintendent.

True copies transmitted to the Political Superintendent, &c., for information

in reference to his letter. No. 28, of the 18th January last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Camp Arore, 2lst February 1855. Commissioner in Scinde.

Note.—The recog-

nising these heads

of tribes is one of the

greatest evils pos-

sible.
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Sir, ISth February. 1855.

Lieutenant Malcolm Green being compelled by failing health to apply for

leave to proceed to Europe, I beg to solicit the favor of the undermentioned

api)ointments being made in consequence of his departure.

Lieutenant Green, under the new furlough rules, does not vacate his appoint-

ment; tliose now applied for, will thus necessarily be only temporary.

Lieutenant Briggs, Adjutant 2nd Ecgiment Scinde Irregular Horse, to act

as second in command during the absence of Lieutenant Green.

Lieutenant Alexander, of the 22nd Regiment N. I., to act as Adjutant

2nd Eegiment Scinde Irregular Horse, ^^ce Lieutenant W. L. Briggs.

Lieutenant Alexander has not, I understand, passed an examination in the

Ilindustanee language, but he has been studying for some time past, and I trust

that this deficiency will not be allowed to bar his appointment.

Our position here is special, and very peculiar, and if objection to the Officer

recommended by me do exist in the respect above mentioned, possibly the

Commander-in-Chief and Government might be inclined to relax the rule in my
favor, under the peculiar circumstances in which we stand.

I have altogether but four Officers to two strong and complete Eegiments,

continuallv at work on as active employ as can be in time of peace. We are

stationed in a part of the country, the climate of which is probably the worst on

the earth generally, and particularly so as respects the effect of long-continued

intense heat in destroying European energy- and activnty of mind.

Yet, with this veiy small number of Europeans, not only are the two

Regiments of Scinde Irregular Horse maintained in excellent order, training, and

discipline, but we are enabled to carry on the whole revenue, magisterial, and police

duties of a large district, comprising an area of some three thousand square

miles ; to conduct the political relations with the States and Tribes on and beyond

our border ; and to execute numerous im])ortant public works, of such extent as

to add very considerably to the public revenue.

It must "be obvious, that to enable the few Officers to conduct and carry out

successfully duties so numerous and of such varied nature, the most perfect

understanding must exist among them. The slightest incongruity might

seriously impede business.

Everything has hitherto been managed to the entire satisfaction of my
superiors, and this result is in great measure owing to my having always been

granted, both by Government and the Commander-in-Chief, the favor of

choosing my own Officers, and I trust that this favor will be now continued to me.

The disposition, the temper, the constitution, and the qualifications required

are peculiar, and these cannot be in any degree secured by general regulations.

My Lieutenants are the nerves of the body of which I am the head, and as the

success of my labors depends on them, my own selection seems the most likely,

or indeed the only metliod of insuring energetic and harmonious co-operation,

without which I might be paralyzed.

As regards the particular qualification of passing in the Hindustance language

it is assuredly one of minor importance in itself; and, moreover, the mass of the

people of this country do not understand one word of Hindustanee.

It is certain that the most ordinary knowledge of the language of the people

among whom we are working, is sufficient for all useful pur])oscs where the other

necessary qualifications are possessed. Where there are zeal, energy, correct

feeling, and full mental force from within, such defects as want of words are never

felt, and men are not misunderstood though they may speak ungrammatically.

The Commander-in-Chief, and Government, may well be assured, that 1 will

take good care that my Adjutant possesses, or speedily acquires such a knowledge

of Oriental languages', and of everything else as may be essential to the proper

and efficient performance of his duty. The matter chiefly concerns myself, and

I ho])c that Government will now grant me the indulgence of leaving it in my
hands, holding me responsible for the result. I trust also that in reciucsting this

favor, I shall receive the countenance and support of the ap])robation of the

Commander-in-Chief. I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

To Colonel Hancock, Adjutant-General Commanding Scinde

of the Army, Poona. Irregular Horse.

P.S.—After all it seems possible that I have been supposing objections where
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15th February, 1855. none actually exist, as I am informed that Lieutenant Alexander is now acting

as Adjutant to the 22nd Regiment, N.I.

NOTICE.
stii February, 1855. j^ ]ias been brought to notice that in many parts of the country Nerricks are

published by authority, under colour of which all Government Departments and
servants exact supplies at rates much lower than the current bazaar rates of the

place.

This is therefore to give notice, that Government strictly prohibits its servants,

whether Europeans or Natives, on the Establishment of the Commissioner, the

Collector, the Police, the Kardars, or any other Government Department what-

soever, from taking any supplies, however trifling, without paying the full price

thereof. There is not to be one price for Private indi^dduals, and another for

Government servants : all are to pay the full current bazaar price of the day for

everything they require.

Any Government servant who may be found to have refused payment at such

current bazaar rates for any supplies, however trifling, he may have received, will

be made to pay on the complaint being made known to the superior authority,

and will besides be liable to dismissal from the service for breach of this order.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioners Office, Camp, Meerpoor,

Sth February, 1855.

[Copy.]

No. 462 of 1855.

[Circular.]

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

8th February, 1855. From the COMMISSIONER IN SciNDE tO the ThREE COLLECTORS, CaPTAIN OF
Police, Superintending Engineer, Forest Ranger. Dated 8th Februarv,
1855.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that I have received complaints in various

parts of the country of " Nerricks" being published by authority, under colour

of which all Government Departments exact supplies at rates much lower than

the current bazaar rates of the place.

2. Sometimes these Nerricks were the correct price currents of large market
towns 30 or 40 miles otf, and no allowance was made for the carriage of articles

which could not be got nearer than such market towns.

3. The loss at one place, where I made particular inquiry, was so considerable

and constant that the Banians of all villages within 10 or 12 miles had been

obliged to divide the loss among themselves, by attending in turn to supply the

wants of a small post of four policemen. A careful inquiry from both parties

assured me that each Banian had to put up with a loss of two or three rupees

during his tour of compulsory attendance, besides several bad debts. The
Mookteearkar, instead of bringing the matter to the notice of his superiors and
getting the defaulters punished, recommended the Banians to pay the fees and
bring a suit in his Civil Court.

4. All this is, as you are aware, utterly opposed to the uniform and positive

orders of Government, and I have to beg for the cordial and efficient aid of

yourself and all under you to put a stop to the practice ; nothing will be more
effectual for this purpose than to make this point a constant subject of inquiry

in the remoter parts of your district. The Kardar should see that the price

current is correctly made out by the Mookkees, or heads of the trading com-
munity. Neither the Police nor any other Government Department should have

anything to do with the matter beyond remonstrating through the proper

channels when the price current does not state the real current bazaar prices.
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Kardar's or Mookteearkar's 5. I enclose a COpy 311(1 translation of a notice a copy Stli February, 1855.

^i?*^ u r''P'^''?>'''f-
^''?'"* 7''"""' of which, under the "si'mature and seal of yourself or your

01 rolice, rohce Landee or , ^ l i i i_ i i i i .
"^

lock-up, and every other public oeputy, should be Kept liung up On a board in a con-
°^'^^- spicuous part of every public office and outpost, including
such as are named in the margin.

6. A copy should also be pasted on cloth, and given to every Head Zemindar,
Patell, and Mookkee, with instructions to preserve it carefully, to show it to

all who may wish to refer to it, and to report any instance in which its provisions
may be infringed.

It has been lithographed at Kui'rachee, where any number of copies you now
may require will be supplied to you by the Deputy Collector in charge" Suddur
Station, at Rupees one per hundred. You should draw a contingent bill for the
amount.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioners Office, Camp, Meerpoor, Commissioner in Scinde.

Sth February, 1855.

No. 463 of 1855.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

True copy forwarded for the information of the Political Superintendent on
the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

The frontier districts, as far as I can learn, are exceptions to the general rule

in Scinde, as the practice against which this circular is directed does not, as far

as the Commissioner is aware, prevail there.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Meerpoor, 8th February, 1855. Commissioner.

Sir 23rd February, 1855

With reference to your endorsement. No. 463, of the 8th February, 1855,
with orders regarding "Nerricks" in Scinde, I have the honor to report that

you are perfectly correct in supposing that no such practices are allowed in the

frontier district under my charge.

I have labored hard for many years to inculcate on all around me the evil effect

on all parties—even on those supposed to benefit by the arrangement—of

interfering with market prices, and the great and certain advantages to the

consumer as well as the producer of absolutely free trade.

I have, during a long scries of years, enforced absolute freedom for market
prices in the bazaar of the Scinde Irregular Horse with the happiest effect,

notwithstanding that great opposition and prejudice had at first to be overcome.

The supply of two strong cavalry regiments is equal to the transaction of a large

town, so that the scale of the business has been sufficiently large, while it has

been tried under great variety of circumstances.

Whatever those circumstances might be, I always insisted that every man
should sell at whatever rate he chose to everyone whatever, and that all

purchasers should pay at those rates, even though the prices rose to a thousand
rupees a seer for grain.

. The effect of this has been that—with the exception of a part of the period

when we were at Hvdorabad, where the proceedings of the collector, Captain

Rathborne, disordered all the natural relations of demand and supply—the bazaar

has always been most amply supplied at the lowest possible rates.

A proclamation almost exactly similar to that now received from you had been

already published by me throughout the district under my cliarge, a copy supplied

to every Thana and outpost, and to every Kardar and Tuppadar, &c.

The proclamation now received will also be published as directed.

As connected with this subject, I beg permission to remark that similar ])riii-

ciples might, with the greatest possible advantage, be applied to the question of

statute labor. The present state of affairs in this respect is of enormous evil : it

crushes every energy, and more than all else, stops real improvement in the

country. It reduces the peasantry to a species of slavery, causes all labor to be
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23ra February, 1855. looked Oil as an intolerable hai'dsJiip, and places it in the power of ill-disposed

Zemeendars to delay or to prevent the execution of all public works.

The remedy appears to me at once evident, simple, practical, and most readily

applicable. Thus, a certain amount of labor for canals, or other public works, is

due from certain villages or lands. This labor is evidently due from the landlords

of the villages or lands who receive all the profits : from those in fact who own
them and their produce.

Let then the number of laborers which a landlord is bound to supply for any

work, be engaged and regularly paid by the British Officers, at the full market-

rate of hire, whatever it may be, each man receiving his hire personally. The
amount, whatever it may be, to be recovered from the Zemeendar from whom
the supply of labor may be due.

This plan seems calculated to meet every difficulty.

The laborer would not be cheated, and, at the same time, it would be directly

for the advantage of the Zemeendars to keep the price of labor low, and every

effort and all fair means would be employed by them to induce the laborers to

offer themselves for the work, and thereby keep the supply equal to the demand.

The labor market would soon assume a healthy state ; the habit of free labor

established, all odium would be removed from it, all men would endeavour to

share in its profits, and laborers would be procurable in the greatest possible

numbers, at the lowest fair rates, for all public works.

All parties must largely share in the profit of such an arrangement. Its effect

on the society generally would be like that of restoring a sickly and feeble body to

vigorous health and strength. The actual amount of labor available, and the

productiveness of the people generally, would become enormously increased : for

one willinof and free working man will do as much as five or six " statute laborers
:"

exactly as the vigorous and healthy individual can do five times as much work as

one sufferinor from the languor of disease or famine.

At the same time, the moral effects must prove unspeakably gi-eat, but they

will readily suggest themselves, and it is perhaps unnecessary to enter on them
here.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

on Circuit.

!6Ui TTebruarj", 1855. SiR

With reference to the subject of former correspondence, I have the honor to

inform you that I have to-day despatched to your address a case containing a

Rifle, made according to the pattern proposed by me for use in the army.

2. The maker has misunderstood my instructions with regard to the opening

of the grooves, or rounding off the ends of the " lauds " at the muzzle, and a slight

defect exists in that part of the piece. In other respects I consider it to be per-

fect as a Rifle for the army.

3. With the Rifle I have sent a belt and pouches, carrying sword and sixty

or more rounds of ammunition in what appears to me to be the easiest, most

convenient, and most workmanlike fashion.

4. I have also sent with the piece moulds for the proper shaped balls, and for

zinc points for the balls, which have many advantages over the simple leaden

balls. The same mould as that for the leaden balls can also be used for making
balls with tails, for attaching greased wads when required.

5. When the tails are not required, the small tube in the mould is merely

stopped with a little clay.

6. The wadded ball used without any patch is the most convenient possible

form of carrying by rifle ammunition, but after innumerable experiments, made
in the hope of being able to overcome the defects attending the use of these

wadded balls, I find that they are so inferior in range to the balls used with the

greased patch round them, that their defects more than counterbalance the

advantages of their simplicity and convenience.

7. I have tried everything that I have been able to think of, and nothing will
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supersede the use of the greased patch for distant and accurate practice. For 26th February, isss.

quick tiring, at ranges under 400 yards, the hall may be dropped loose into the

gun, without rod, or patch, or anything else.

8. The full advantage of the half zinc balls is not shown in pieces of small

bore, or in those used with moderate charges. This ball has, however, some
valuable peculiarities and advantages over the leaden ball, even in a piece of the

bore and size of that now forwarded.

9. The balls cannot be injured in pouch, or by the ramrod, or by anv amount
of maltreatment : they range further than the leaden balls with the same charge
and elevation : they penetrate much further into solid substances, and the zinc

points of the balls recovered after tiring can be used many times over and over

again ; they are seldom found to be injured at all.

10. However, the leaden ball of the length and shape of those forwarded here-

with performs admirably, and may possibly be found the best for the use of the

army generally.

1 1

.

The Rifle now forwarded has been carefully sighted here by myself, using

this leaden ball, and 2^^ drams of sporting gunpowder.
12. The sights have not been carried beyond 1,200 yards, at which range the

piece performs admirably, and the ball flies with wonderful force and accuracy.

13. If further ranges be required, they may be increased by adding higher

sights, with full effect up to 1,600 yards, or further.

14. I would not recommend much increase of charge, as the piece is light, and
the recoil might become inconvenient, but with a heavier and more perfect gun,

made by Manton for me, of exactly the same bore as this Rifle, I find the half

zinc balls fully effective up to two thousand yards and more.

15. With the sword fixed to the piece, however, recoil becomes so trifling as to

be of no sort of importance, while the arm is improved.

16. With the Rifle, I have forwarded a lot of balls of sorts, also a quantity of

blank cartridges made up with the charge used by me in sighting the Rifle. I

send also the powder flask used on the same occasion : the charge used was that

marked 2^. The cleaning apparatus is in one of the small pockets inside one of

the ammunition pouches, but probably the better plan would be to carry it, and
a spare nipple, in the trap in the butt of the piece, the greased patches now in the

trap being transferred to the pocket or omitted altogether ; all the balls having

properly greased patches attached to them when issued from the arsenal.

1 7. A Rifle exactly similar to the one now forwarded has been, at the desire of Note.—Two uiiies

the Government of India, handed over to the Honorable the Court of Directors
fen7o^single^!arrel.'

by my London Agent ; but the balls sent with it are incorrectly shaped, being ijn^i^onc for cavalry,

too short. It may be well to note this, as on the shape of the ball the performance

of the piece almost wholly depends.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent and Commandant
on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

To the Adjutant-General of the Army, Bombay.

double.

gm 28tli February, 185.5.

I have the honor to report that I have made some progress in a survey of

the district under my charge, and have completed my triangles as far as the

towers have been erected.

One line of these towers is being constructed along the boundary line between

the British and Kelat territory, and they thus answer the double purpose of

making that boundary for which they were necessary under any circumstances,

and of serving as trigonometrical points. '•

About forty of these towers will be required altogether, and are in course of

construction ; their cost will be about 80 rupees each.

These towers are absolutely necessary ; without triangulation all attempts at a

correct survey are futile, and all means em])loyed in the attempt would be wasted.

While, without these towers, triangulation and trigonometrical measurements

are impossible.

I have engaged the services of two native surveyors, who will, I hope, prove
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28tii February, 1855. Competent to the performance of that part of the work for which they are

required ; and they have been constantly at work on the Canals of the Noorwah
and tail of the Begaree for some three months past.

Meanwhile, very great delay and immensely increased labor is caused by the
want of better instruments than those I have at present, with the imperfect means
which I now possess.

To ensure adequate correctness of result, observations have to be repeated

and multiplied over and over again, so that much time is unnecessarily lost, and
an amount of labor undergone which can hardly be imagined without having
experienced it.

This is of the more importance to the successful issue of the work by reason of

my hands being full of other business, and my being obliged to work at the

survey whenever I can find a spare moment.
With proper instruments, I feel certain, from the progress already made, that

the work may be brought to a successful issue within a reasonable time ; I have,

therefore, ordered from England the instruments mentioned in the accompanying
list, the cost of which I have estimated from the published prices of Troughton
and Simms, and which I hope will be paid for by Government.
The instruments will be of the best quality of their kind, and will be made

after the fashion I find most convenient for the purposes required.

To cover cost of carriage, &c., it might be well if Government would sanction

an outlay of Rupees (2,800) two thousand eight hundred, for supplying

instruments for my survey. Bills and accounts to be forwarded hereafter, on
the arrival of the instruments or receipt of invoice.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde

No. 701 of 1855.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

sti. Ftbniary. 1855. From the COMMISSIONER IN SciNDE to Major JoHN Jacob, C.B., Political Superin-

tendent on the Frontier of Upper Scinde. Dated 28th February, 1855.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward for your information extract, as per margin.

From Report from Lieut. Ford, No. 28, as the fects Stated by Lieutenant Ford relative
of 27th January, paragraph. 6 to end, with , ,1 rTiiintrv ahnui Txhvra GhurrPP TTiav bp
sketch map on the subject of canal works ^^ ^^^ COUntrj aDOUt_ IVnjra Unurree ma} DC

in his district. of interest, from their bearing on the canal

operations further north.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Cojmnissioners Office, Camp, Sukkur,

28th February, 1855.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPHS 6 to end of a Letter from Lieutenant Ford,

Deputy Collector, Lai'kanah, to the Collector of Shikarpoor. Dated
27th January, 1855.

Para. 6. Travelling from Kumbur, via Dost Ali, Shahdadpoor and Kippah

Ki Ghirm, it is perfectly true that " there are vast tracts of excellent land
" annually thrown out of cultivation for want of water," and " that marks of

" former cultivation may be se«n in all directions;" but that these said tracts of

former cultivation have not been thus left uncultivated simply owing to the

present system, I shall endeavour briefly to show.

7. First, then, we must ask. How were these tracts formerly watered ?—that is

to say, from what Canals ?

2ndly.—How were these said Canals fed ?—only by supplies direct from their

mouths, or were they ever aided by direct overflows from the river ?

3rdly.—Since when and from what causes had the supply ceased ?
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4thly.—What was the state of other parts of the country when these tracts 28th February, it^os.

were under culture ?

5thlv.—Durinur the last few vears, has the cultivation on the Canals alluded to

in question Xo. 1, increased or decreased?

Gthly.—Were the Canals annually cleared ? And, in reference to Mahomed
Jummallcc's complaint of being made to supply 53 Canal laborers, one question

will sufHce :

—

How many laborers has he to give for the present Canal clearance, the numbers
having been fixed on the average of the cultivation for Kurreefs, 64 and 65 ?

7- I shall now proceed to answer the (juestions seriatim, and then to make a

few general remarks on the same ; and to assist me I have attached a sketch

map, showing the tracts under reference, with any Canals or Towns, See, that

may be reported on.

In answer to the first question

—

The tracts were watered from the

Noorwah or Essahwah,
Dattali Ki Koor,

Shaie Ki Koor,

Muksoodah Ki Koor,

And from various branch watercourses off the above.

In answer to the second question—

•

The first three were fed from the Ghar and the fourth from the Nusrut—

a

large branch of the Ghar—aided by the tail of the Siiid. All were at times

more or less assisted by direct overflows, as will be presently clearly shown.

In answer to the third question

—

It is now some twenty years ago, or previous to Kurreef 1845, that these Canals

flowed with sufficient force to throw water over the lands contained within the

area marked by the letters A, B, C, E ; since the above period, the water in the

Canals commenced decreasing in volume.

The causes are not to be laid at the door of the faulty Canal clearances, but

simplv to changes in the river, combined with less frequent falls of rain, &c.,

and which are more minutely detailed in another part of this i-eport (see paras.

14, 17.)

In answer to the fourth question

—

Where now cultivated lands meet the eye, around Kumber and Nusseerabad,

standing lakes of water were alone visible.

The ground on which Fort FitzGerald now stands, and around it, is so high,

that a person, I believe, would not go to the expense or trouble of irrigating it

bv wheels, if given him free from all assessment, grew rice.

The revenue of low lands in the four Kardaratcs, now valuable as rice-growing,

was changed in the Anduranie tracts from " Ijand" to " Sayer."

Boats sailed over where now are villages, and around which are lands yearly

cropped with jowaree, badjree, rice, &c., &c.

The answer to No. 5

—

The cultivation on the Canals is shown as follows, for the last five seasons.

On the Noorwah, or Essahwah.

61.

Becgahs.
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28tii February, 1S55. We thus 866 that this total incr6ase of the first-named three Canals in 65

over 61 cultivation amounted to 17,984 Beegahs.

And the decrease in the 4th to 227 „

Total increase .......... 17,757 „
The above requires no comment. See answer to question No. 6.

The Canals in question were never, as far as I can learn, cleared.

8. As regards Mahomed Jummallee's complaint, I need only say that on

taking the averages of the cultivation for the seasons, Kurreef 64 and 65, and

fixing the Canal laborers for the Chandookah districts accordingly, that instead

of giving 53 laborers, as heretofore, he has now to provide 130 ; so that this

shows with what justice he complained, as nothing can be fairer than settling

the laborers according to the cultivation.

9- On looking at the map one sees marked thereon "Bund," old Bund, &c.,

&c., and it naturally occurs to one, What could Bunds want in the centre of the

districts ? I will now explain.

10. In the time of the Kolorahs, and when one Mittah Kolorah was ISIook-

tvarkar of the Larkanah or Chandookah districts, it became necessary to throw

up a Bund to preserve the vvestera lands of Chandookah from submersion.

Mittah therefoi-e issued an edict that one should be made from " Poonharah," a

towni some 1 1 miles to the West of Kumber, to near Bungulderah, 7 miles

south-west of Euttaderah, and there join the " Kundi-anee Bund" which ran from

thence between Euttaderah and Nyaderah, and ended in the Nowshera districts.

The Mittee Kakie Bund, as it is now known, was made at immense trouble,

thousands of laboi'ers being employed. Its course is marked
le a le un .

.^ ^^^ skctch map : starting from Poonharah, it ran east of

Dost Ali, crossing the tail of Noorwah Canal, and passing some ten miles south

of the tails of the Dattah and Shaie Ki Koors, was taken two miles West of

Sorah Khan Lagharee's village, and then in a south-easterly direction to

Bungalderah and Khyraderah.

The Kundranie Bund was made by some speculative Hindoo, and taken from

Bungalderah, or Khvi*aderah, south-east of Euttaderah,
Kundranie Bund. • , ^i -v^ i i- ^'- ^

into the jN owsnera districts.

It is told of this Hindoo that he never thought of measuring out the grain, &c.,

to the laborers employed on the work, but did as follows :

—

Two distinct niunds of flour and ghee were daily prepared, and placed near

the work. In the evening, all the workmen repaired to the spot, and passing

in single file past the heaps, each man in turn filled the kodur with flour, which

he deposited in his bag, repeating the performance until there was no room left

for the supply. At the same time he carried olf as much ghee as he could lodge

on the corner of his kodur.

13. These Bunds made, the Chandookah Districts were divided as follows into

Anduranie and Baheranie

;

that is to say, lands outside and inside the Bunds, and to this day they hold

the same.

14. It is said that long before throwing up of these Bunds, and to within some

20 vears of the present time, the Chandookah Districts were affected by the

Leyts of the river, and by torrents from the hills. Frequent and continued

showers of rain caused the river on the one hand to run and overflow with

unusual force, and the hills on the other to pour their streams over the plains,

beneath.

15. One Leyt is described as crossing from Ghurnie Yasim, rushing over the

Euttaderah Kardarate, passing across the Anduranie lands adjacent to the

Shaie and Dattah Ki Koors, and having swept past Poonharah, discharge itself into

the " Sawer" or low swampy lands near Gyhederah, or there overflowing continue

its onward course by the foot of the hills, spread past Gaza, and finally empty

itself into the ^lunchur Lake.

16. After the construction of the Bund this Leyt merely affected the

Anduranie lands, though the Baheranie were at times also swept by hill torrents,

which coming down by " Samee," two or three miles distant from Khyra Ke
GhuiTcc, rushed uncontrolled past Kot Khanah (now a ruined fort situated on

the tail of the Dattah Ki Koor), and disdaining to rest with the river water at

" Sawer," became lost in the Munchur Lake,
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17. So heavy were the falls of rain that it is within the memory of many that 28th February, isr.

the various Canals, which het-amo dry on the suhsiclence of the inundation,

actually flowed backwards with rain water from their tails to the Ghar or Sindli.

18. Thousands of beegahs, both in the'Anduranie and Baheranie divisions,

were sown with rubbee.

19- Ueh Chujrah, near Kumber, whose lands are now nearly all waste, used

in those days to produce the finest rice in Chandookah, Sookdasie, which was ^

reserved for the Mecr's use at Hyderabad, and the very beesxahs that formerly

used to be mortgaged at Rupees 100 each are now uncultivated, being too high

to be irrigated from Moke.
20. The natives say that the yeaidy Leyts deposited so much silt, &c., that

low lands, &c., became gradually changed, and thus they account for the above.

21. The Canals thus, it will be seen, were filled by direct overflows from the

river, and that whilst the Balicranie lands were brought under extensive culture,

the Andurauie lands were either vast swamps or only available as rubbee-

growing districts.

22. The changes in the river, or the decrease in the supply of the nourishing

clement the last few years, I leave others to account for—sufficient it being for

me to show at present that the tracts have not been thrown out of cultivation

from want of Canal clearance alone.

23. I might also mention, that near the Nukkur mouth of the Ghar is a large

Dhund, called the " Khanah," which used formerly to be open and pour its waters

into the Ghar.

Several years since, I am told, this Dhund was bunded up, and whether it

might not again be opened with advantage, and thus allow direct overflows into

the Ghar from the Muddajee side, I will hereafter report on. As yet I have

not visited the locality spoken of.

24. The Canals I have named were, as far as I can learn, subjected to no

annual Canal clearance, as the water was so plentiful the same was deemed
unnecessary.

25. A change of the river, or some such cause, altered matters ; the Anduranie

lands were brought under culture, the Baheranie ones becoming waste.

26. It was then that the lower parts of these Canals were neglected, and the

people flocked to cultivate on the hitherto submerged lands. This was shortly

before our rule began, since when the Anduranie lands have nearly all been

brought under the plough, and large patches of the Baheranie ones cultivated,

owing to the care paid to the Canal clearances.

2/. By the change we have, I think, been gainers ; certainty has taken the

place of uncertainty, and though a visit to the deserted tracks may make one

regret that so much land once cultivated should now be waste, still, when
speaking of what has been and what is, and inquiring into past and present, we
will, I think, find ourselves better off" than we should have been had matters

remained as before.

28. As to the present system of Canal clearances, or what has been during our

sway, compared with what it was, ask a respectable Zemeendar his opinion, and

he will at once tell you that in the Ameers' time there were to be some large

sums of money sanctioned for Canals, but, by passing through many hands, very

little fell to the share of the clearance, and some will candidly confess that they

helped the Kardars and others to " eat up" the amount to be laid out, and all

will agree in saving that the Canals in Upper Scinde were never so well cleared

as under the present Sirkar.

29- Within the last few years we have dug new mouths to the Dattah and

Shaie Ki Koors, and laid out 4,000 rupees in clearing the Noorwah, before

which the cultivation on these watercourses was a mere nothing.

30. I do not wish to defend the past or present system, but simply to show

that what we have done has been in the right direction—that much remains to

be done no one doubts.

31. It will be observed there are two other Canals shown in the sketch map,

the Borah Ki Koor and Khyra Ki Koor, as I at first intended to attacli a

memorandum to tliis report, showing the present state and future requirements

of all the Canals that now water the western lands under my charge.

Circumstances now prevent my forwarding the memorandum, though at the

end of the present season I would trust to do so.
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2stii 1-ehruary, 1855. 32. The direction taken hj nearly all the Canals shown in the sketch is good,

the general line well chosen, and levels of country attended to ; but, in carrying

out the original intention, the Kardars and others were apt, I believe, to attend

to individual interests, instead of taking the general benefit into sole account : one

person wished the Canal dug in one direction, to be near his own lands—another

that it should not come past his village ; and thus the work went on turning and

twisting where bribery or corruption marked the line, till the Canal became

spoilt.

33. It should be our first care to straighten all these old Canals, and where

thev are very crooked a new line might be taken altogether.

34. A few words on the present system of the so-called statute labor in Upper
Scinde.

It suits well with the customs and habits of the people, and when sifted it is

anything but unjust. The laborer either works as a regularly paid man by the

Zemeendar, or he works for his own eventual good, viz., that the Canal he thus

assists in clearing may a few months after flow to irrigate his own fields, or those

in which he has some share or interest. In either case what hardship ?

35. In conclusion, I can only add that I trust I have shown that, however

imperfect the present or past system of Canal clearances may be or has been, it

is not owing to that imperfection alone that the lands contained within the area

A, B, C, E, have been thrown out of cultivation.

(True extract.)

(Signed) J. GIBBS,
Assistant-Commissioner.

•Jtli llarch, 1855. SiR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 701, of the

28th February, 1855, to my address, with accompaniments.

On the latter I beg leave to remark, that several very erroneous impressions

appear to exist with regard to the irrigation of the tract of country reported on

by Lieutenant Ford.
' That Ofiicer has certainly been misled by native information, and is greatly

mistaken with regard to facts and circumstances.

There has assuredly been no such change of level with respect to the river and

land in question as will in any degree account for the state of things commented

on ; the bed of the river may^—nay, must—have risen rather than have sunk, and

though the level of the lands watered from the Indus must certainly also rise

by reason of the silt deposited, }-et the quantity of such deposit fi'om the water

used in ordinary irrigation is so small, that many ages must elapse before any

elevation of the land from such a cause can become perceptible.

The story told to Lieutenant Ford of the site of Fort Fitz Gerald having been

rice ground some twenty years ago is, to my personal knowledge, incorrect.

I remember the place well, more than sixteen years ago, and it was then

apparentlv exactlv of the same level as it is at pi-esent, and it appeared to have

been in a similar state for a very long period previously.

The idea of there being less rain now than formerly appears to me to be wholly

erroneous.

I have sometimes seen the whole desert under water, from rain, and I have, on

several occasions, seen the Cntchee rivers flowing as formerly in strong streams

into Scinde, and joining the Indus water by the channel of the Canals from the

Ghar, the Sind, and the Begaree.

Lieutenant Ford is, I think, greatly mistaken in supposing that Canal clearances

have nothing to do with the present scanty supply of water throughout the

extensive tract to which his remarks refer.

The real circumstances and causes appear to be these :

—

Before the British forces first entered this country, in 1838-39, this district

had been for long completely laid waste by the Cutchee plunderers. This state

of things continued even after the conquest of Scinde, and up to 1847. Owing
to this cause the country was in a great measure deserted, and the secondary and

smaller Canals became choked with drift-sand, so as in many instances to be

almost obliterated, while the main feeder, the Sind Canal, was formerly about

double the size it is now.
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I have no doubt as to this bcino; the true state of the case. But if, from any 9th March, isss.

cause whatever, it be found that these hinds can no hrager be irrigated from the

Ghar or the Sind, I beg leave to point out that this furnishes another strong

argument in favor of the gi-eat Canal into the desert lately proposed by me, the

water of which, risino; from a much hii>her source than either the Ghar or the

Sind, would flow over the whole tract in question, and again bring it under

cultivation.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

No. 720 of 1855.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

From the Commissioner in Scinde to Major John Jacob, C.B., Political asth February, isss

Superintendent on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, Jacobabad. Dated 28th

February, 1855.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 47, of the

6th instant, enclosing a memorandum' on the subject of a great North-West
Desert Canal, and to return my thanks to you for the suggestion of a scheme

promising such vast benefits to the Revenue of Government, and to the population

of our frontier districts.

2. Enclosed is a copy of some remarks on the subject, with which I have been •

favored bv Lieutenant-Colonel Turner, and^I shall be greatly obliged by any

further observations with which you may furnish me, especially on the subjects

touched on in paragraphs 2 and 6.

3. Government will also require a sketch, showing as nearly as can be at

present judged, the probable course of the proposed Canal.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioners Office, Camp, Sukkur, Commissioner in Scinde.

28//i Fehnmnj, 1855.

REMARKS by the Superintending Engineer on the Scheme for a proposed

Canal into the North-West Desert.

Although I think Major Jacob over sanguine with respect to the return to be

anticipated from the proposed Canal, yet if even ^tli of the estimated profit can

be ensured, the advantage of the undertaking to Government would be too obvious

to need comment.
2. I gather from the Report that the differences of level from Jacobabad to the

mouth of the Begaree, and along the Boodwah and Noorwah, are all that have

been actually observed, and that those from the mouth of the Begaree to the

proposed spot, for ccmimencing the Canal above Kusmorc, and from Jacobabad

to the proposed tail beyond Khyra (ihiu-ree have been only estimated. I may
be wrong, however, in this assumption, but I advise, before submitting the project

to Government, that an accurate longitudinal section of the whole Canal be

obtained.

3. I am not aware of the direction of the boundary line between British Scinde

and the Kelat Territory, but to derive the greatest advantage from the proposed

Canal, it should be led along the highest ridge of the land to be watered. The
strip of land is 150 miles long, and averages ten miles wide; if the boundary be

not on the highest part of the breadth, the portion above it cannot readily be

watered. To convey the water from the main Canal to the lower portions of

the land, from five to ten miles off, a large number of subsidiary Canals will be

reciuisite, and for these the estimate does not provide.

4. The project is at present not sufficiently perfected to admit of correct

calculation ; but I am very confident that the Canal will be (juite insufficient in

dimensions to water 500 square miles of land.



262 RECOEDS OF THE

28tii February, 1855. 5. Again, I am equally confident that the rate will be wholly insufficient

:

1 rupee per 1,000 cubic feet is a very low rate indeed. Major Jacob's rate for

enlarging and clearing the Begaree was only 216 cubic feet for the rupee—about

4 rupees 10 annas per 1,000 cubic feet. That, however, was excessively high.

Lieutenant Fife's rate for the Narra was Rupees 2w per 1,000 feet, and you are

aware it was found insufficient.

6. In estimating his profit at more than 100 per cent.. Major Jacob has

omitted to deduct the expense of clearing, &c., which, of course, should be done.

7. Still I think the project decidedly deserving of inquiry, but am sure

Government will demand more accurate detail and more ample data before

sanctioning such an expenditure.

(Signed) H. B. TURNER, Lieut.-Colonel,

Hulla, 23rd February^ 1855.

Superintending Engineer in Scinde.

nil March, 1855. gjjj

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 750, of the

28th February, 1855, with accompanying observations by Colonel Turner,

Superintending Engineer.

On the latter, as directed, I have the honor to state that, in my opinion, the

observations contained in Colonel Turner's first paragraph are probably perfectly

correct. The advantages of the Canal proposed by me may not prove nearly so

great, as I think that there is reason confidently to believe that they will be ;

but the general proposition must, I think, without doubt, hold true—namely,

that such a Canal must and would prove enormously remunerative to Govern-

ment, and therefore that it would be wise to make it.

This seems to be the real question for consideration. I did not and do not

pretend to minute accuracy of detail in this matter, nor to assign correctly the

actual amount of profit which must accrue.

The supposition in Colonel Turner's second paragraph is con-ect ; but the

question of level is, however, nevertheless, certainly decided.

The desert itself is an almost perfectly dead level plain ; but into it the Indus

water runs from every direction whence a channel may be cut.

. Thus the Canals from the tail of the Begaree run already nearly to Khyra Ke
Ghurree, and the water in them is close to the surface of the ground.

The same occurs with regard to the Canals from the Noorwah ; these Canals

have to be banked up instead of being excavated.

The old Canal, the " Khyra ki Koor," which supplies the lands of Khyra
Ghurree itself, proceeds from the Shikarpoor Scinde Canal. The heads of all

these feeders are at a very much lower level than the river at the point whence I

propose to lead the great desert Canal.

This question of level, then, appears to be as satisfactorily settled as if a

regular longitudinal section of the whole line had been made; and it seemed to

me quite unnecessary to make this. We know the rate with which the water

will flow along the proposed channel, and the best measured level could tell us

no more. At all events, sufficient is known in this respect to enable a correct

decision on the merits of the proposed scheme to be arrived at ; and, if still

thought necessary, the line of level can be taken.

It may be well to bear in mind, however, that the delay caused by such

preliminaries in this part of the world is a most serious matter, and that in the

instance of the Begaree Canal, the work completed a year ago would not yet

have been commenced, had it been necessary to wait for instruments and

surveyors to be sent here for the purpose of excavating a regular survey and

levels along the line.

The surveying instruments ordered by Government to be supplied to me, and

which were despatched to my address by the Chief Engineer from Bombay, in

March, 1854, reached me on the l6tli ultimo, and then in a state totally

unserviceable.

The success of the execution of the work of the Begaree Canal, although our

proceedings were somewhat irregular, seems sufficient to warrant the supposition

that a similar method might answer equally well with the proposed work.
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With respect to the third paragraph of Colonel Turner's observations, the ^Hi March, i85;i

direction of the boundary line mentioned lies nearly due west fi'om the river,

until it arrives at about the meridian of Jacobabad. The country generally is

so level that no difficulty would be experienced in the supplying all the arable

land along the course of the Canal, though some hollows would have to be
CD ' O

banked, or these might be allowed to fill, when they would yield large wheat
crops in the dry season.

The subsidiary Canals alluded to would all be made by private persons,

without costing the State a farthing of direct expenditure. At the tail of the

Begarce, private Zemeendars are now excavating Canals ten miles in length.

The objection in Colonel Turner's fourth paragraph occmTed to me ; but,

after considering the subject well, I feel convinced that the water will prove

sufficient for the supply of the area mentioned by me.

The Begaree supplies water sufficient for the irrigation of more than 300
square miles of cultivation, and the proposed channel has double the average

area of section of that Canal. Again, if hereafter the demand for water be
greater than the supply, it will be easy to enlarge the Canal, with corresponding

advantage.

Colonel Turner's remark in his fifth paragraph is, I believe, most just; but in

the rate assumed, I rely, and I think with safety, on the peculiarly popular nature

of the work, and its peculiar locality.

I think that it will be possible to induce a great number of men from the

Kelat territory to labor at it at a very moderate rate of hire ; and to this circum-

stance I alluded in proposing the work. However, the rate mentioned by me
may possibly prove far too low : a sickly season might more than double it, or

other causes interfere. This must, of course, be considered ; but it appears to

mc that, after all deductions, there will still be most ample profit on the whole

transaction.

The expense of annual clearance of the Canal is mentioned by mc in my
former letter on the subject, and is, I think, liberally estimated at 70,000
rupees, thus :

—

Rupees.

Annual revenue from Canal . . . . . 6,37,500

Deduct annual clearance ...... 70,000

5,67,500
Total cost estimated by me . . . . 5,57,568

I have the honor to annex a sketch of the course of the proposed Canal.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde. Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Sir, loth March, 1855.

The period of the fiirm of the ferries in the Frontier District having now
nearly expired, I have the honor to bring to your notice that the farming of

these ferries is a source of much evi\, and that the monopoly tends very seriously

to impede communication, and trade thereby indirectly, greatly injuring the

revenue, while the direct receipts of Government from this source, arc either

nothing or of insignificant amount.
In the district under my charge there have been hitherto six ferries, at the

places mcnti(med below :

—

Kusmore, Khaee.

Gheehulpoor, Gobla,

Budanee, Dhurree.

The monopoly of these ferries has been sold annually by auction, the total

amount thus bid for them last year having been one hundred and fifty-six rupees.
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1855. The farmers are supposed always to have ferry heats in attendance, and are

allowed to charge fares as mentioned helow ;

—

For each man on foot

Do.
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of Bundar Abas by a Persian force, as lately reported, will enable them to extend 19th March, isss.

Vide Commissioner's let- tlicir plundcrinn^ expeditions in Mekran, and will add some
ter, No. 13,01' the 'jtiiiiistant. weight to their intrigues at Khandahar.

No. 1,054 of 1855.

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to H. B.

E. Freue, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 5th March, 1855.

Sir,

I am directed by the Bight Honble. the Governor in Council to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th January last. No. 38, submitting the

annual ri^port of the Political relations of the Province of Scinde, during the

year 1854, and transmitting copy of a communication from Major J. Jacob on

the Political relations with Kelat and the frontier.

2. In reply, I am desired by His Lordship in Council, to inform you that the

results reported both by you and ]\Iajor Jacob are, in the highest degree,

satisfactory.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 6th March, 1855.

No. 943 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True extract and copy forwarded for the information of Major J. Jacob, C.B.,

Political Superintendent on the Frontier of Upper Scinde, in reference to his

letter, No. 25, of the 17th Januai-y last.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioners Office, Camp, RadJiun, Commissioner in Scinde.

19^/i March, 1855.

gjjl 23rd March, 1335.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of the proceedings of

the trial of

fei liman,
Muzzarees convicted of the murder of a policeman in the

Ucktear, and
execution of his duty,

Mahomed,
J

^

with instructions thereon.

As directed, I will immediately cause the prisoners to be handed over to the

Lieutenant of Police.

But with reference to the commutation of the punishment of these prisoners

from death to transportation, I have the honor most respectfully to point out that,

from my knowledge of the habits, feelings and modes of reasoning among these

border Tribes, I am convinced that serious mischief will be caused by this apparent

mercy.

No one living can be more impressed than I am with the evils of unnecessary

severity.

The only legitimate object of punishment is the prevention of crime ; that is,

the protecti(m of man from injury.

Tlie practice, or attempt at the practice, of revengeful, retaliatory, or retributive

punishment, is itself criminal, and always defeats the real object and intention of

all just human punishment.

it has been chiefly by keeping this principle constantly in view, always acting

on it, and endeavouring to ini])ress its truth on the semi-barbarous people of the

country entrusted to my charge, that I have succeeded in replacing the state of

terror, disorder, bloodshed, and rapine, which prevailed here throughout the

whole land, up to the year 1817, by the ])rofound peace, tranquillity, and safety

for person and pi'operty, which has existed on this border for long past.

M M
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2:in\ March, 1S55. I have endeavoured, and with partial success, to convince these wild Belooche

Tribes that attacks and inroads on their neighbours, where their property may be

carried oif and their lives destroyed, are merely vulgar robbery and murder, alike

hateful to God and man, and likely, under our rule, to be as disastrous in their

consequences to the perpetrators, as they are totally unnecessary for their

protection. I have endeavoured in all things, and with some success, to appeal

to the highest and most generous feelings of human nature, rather than to the

basest, such as fear.

One of the most manly and warlike Tribes in the whole country is the Doombkee
Tribe, of which the murdered man in this instance was a member.

Under the old state of things, a severe and bloody revenge would have been

taken by them on the Muzzarees. As it is, the quietest, best behaved, and best

disposed people on the border, are these Doombkees, who have completely adopted

our principles and abandoned their lawless pursuits, trusting entirely to our power

and will to protect them.

The commuted punishment to which the murderers in this case are sentenced,

will, perhaps, be thought by the prisoners themselves as worse than death ; but

if the object be not to hurt the criminal, but to prevent crime, it will be equivalent

to no punishment at all ; as it will be so regaxxled by the people of this country.

I know well what now will be the feelings of these men, the Muzzarees, when
they hear that the murderers are not to be executed.

. It will be considered as a triumph for the Muzzaree robbers, and as a disgrace

for the brave and faithful Doombkees.
It will be thought and said on both sides that the Sirkar is more tender of the

lives of those who openly defy its authority, than of those of its most ordex-ly and
faithful subjects.

The Muzzarees will taunt the Doombkees with their having killed one of their

Tribe with impunity, and the Doombkees will feel shame.

I have lived for nearly seventeen years among these people, and long experience

and intimate knowledge of their habits and modes of reasoning assure me that

such will be their thoughts, words, and deeds.

Knowing this, it seems to be my duty to bring it to the notice of higher

authority, otherwise the best intentions of Government may result in deplorable

evil.

Under all the circumstances of the case, I beg leave most respectfully, but

with most serious earnestness, to recommend that Government be moved to

confirm the sentence of death on these and other similar murderers, and that the

sentence be carried into effect by the execution of the criminals at Kusmore,

near where the crime was committed.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

on Circuit.

r>ti. M.iicii, i8.i,-). MEMORANDUM regarding roads called for in Commissioner's Memorandum
on General Waddington's Circular, 19th March, 1855.

The road from Kurrachee, via Tatta, Kotree, Sehwan, Larkana, and

Shikarpoor, to Kusmore is undoubtedly the chief trunk road in Scinde. But a

portion of this road, from Shikarpoor to Kusmoi'e, cannot be made available for

traffic during the inundation by reason of an extensive hollow through which it

runs.

During the wet season, the dii'ect road not being available, there are two

others which become parts of the main trunk i-oad of Scinde, namely, from

Shikarpoor to Jacobabad and by the frontier posts to Kusmore, and from

Shikarpoor to Meerpoor, and then via Kundkote to Kusmore. These roads are

always available.

The road from Larkana to Jacobabad must also be considered as a trunk road,

as also the two roads from Larkana and Shikarpoor to Khyra Ghurree. The
road from Hyderabad to Subzulkote is another main trunk, and should be

thoroughly made as far as bridging and raising above water go. This road
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should be continued to Bawiilpoor, A very important piece of road is that from astu March, isr.

Sukkur to Shikarpoor.

This road, it seems to me, should be made as perfectly as possible, completely

raised above the level of the inundation, and combined with a Canal alongside

of it.

The road direct from Kurrachee to Sehwan should, I think, be a perfectly

made and metalled road—good material being at hand for the purpose.

The Sukkur and Shikarpoor road might, perhaps, also be metalled with

advantage, but even this seems doubtful ; and it appears certain that, in such a

perfectly dry hot climate as that prevailing northward of Shikarpoor, the road

metal, even if the material could be procured at anything like reasonable cost,

would nut bind.

The essential reciuisites for good roads in this part of the country from Sehwan
to the Desert appear to me to be straight well-detined lines, clear of jungle, and
not less than 45 feet wide ; level and tolerably smooth surface ; the roadway
raised above the surface of the water where hollows occm* ; and good strong pucka
bridges over all Canals large and small.

With roads thus made and maintained in good oi'der, with wells, large sheds,

and travellers' bungalows where required, it appears to me that the communica-
tions will be in as good a state as may be.

(Sig-ncd) JOHN JACOB, :Major,

Political Superintendent on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

EXTEACT from General Orders by the Right Honble. the Go\'ERNOr in 3oth March, isj:,.

Council.

Bombay Castle, ZOth March, 185.5

The Right Honble. the Govenior in Council has been pleased to decide upon

the claims of the undermentioned unfit :

—

2nd Regiment Scinde Irregular Horse.

Russuldar Mohubut Khan " Bahadoor " to be pensioned on Rupees 25 per

mensem at Meerut.

By Order of the Right Honble. the Governor in Council.

(Signed) T. MAUGHAN, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.

Ojjj -Ith April, 1855.

I have the honor to request that the peculiar circumstances attending my
position and rank in the army may be brought to the notice of the ])ropcr

authorities, and that under these circumstances I may be at once promoted to

the grade of Lieutenant-Colonel.

In the Scinde war and at the battles of Meeanec and Hyderabad I commanded

the Scinde Irregular Horse, and held the commission of Captain in the army by

brevet : this commission was held not to be valid for promotion or honors ; but

this seems anomalous, as it was actually valid for command, and by virtue of it

I did command all Regimental Captains whose commissions were of later date.

I was often employed on detached commands of the troops of all arms where

my brevet commission came into operation. Thus, at the affair of Shahdadpoor

I had under my command, besides my o\w\ regiment, the Scinde Irregular Horse,

a Detachment of Artillery, and four Companies of Infantry ; these Companies

might each have been commanded by RcgimcMital Captains, who would have been

eligible for promotion and honors, while I, who commanded the whole force

in the field, could receive neither.

I have the honor, therefore, to submit that my commission as Captain being

of force to command Regimental Captains in the field, ought necessarily to have

been equally valid for other purposes.
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4th April, 1855. But however this part of the question may he disposed of, the facts of the

case, as it bow stands, are as follows :

—

For services at the battle of Meeanee and in the Scinde war I was promised

promotion to a Majority on obtaining my Regimental Captaincy, and in the same

paragraph of the same order a similar promise was made to Lieutenant (now
Lieutenant-Colonel) Tait.

Colonel Tait received his promotion Regimentally several years before I

obtained mine, so that he superseded me as j\Iajor, and, his commission in that

rank bearing sufficiently early date, he was again in the General Brevet promoted

to Lieutenant-Colonel, from the benefit of which I was excluded, by my
commission as Major being seventeen days too late.

In the instances of Colonel Tait and myself, our promotions were both granted

for specific services performed at the same time in the same war.

I have since been fi-equently employed on active sendee, and mentioned with

honor in despatches, &c.

At the same time the services were performed which led to our original

promotion I held the higher rank and far more important command, wherefore

I have the honor respectfully to submit, that it would only be fair that I should

not now occupy an inferior grade to that held by Lieutenant-Colonel Tait, or

other Officers similarly situated.

I have the honor, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent and Commandant
To the Adjutant-General of the Army, on the Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Mahebuleshwar.

nth April, 1855. My dear Frere,

Your note of the 7th reached me yesterday at the Bund on our Shikai-poor

road, where I was examining the work.

For Scinde itself, as thing now are, or are likely to be, the only military force

required is that on this frontier.

I should consider the following arrangements as about the best which could be

made.
To each Regiment of the Scinde Irregular Horse add a Silidar troop of Horse

Artillery. The troop to form a part of the Regiment, and to have no connection

whatever with the Artillery of the Bombay Army.
In 1843, Lord EUenborough had agreed to sanction such a troop being

organized by me; I objected to the rate of pay to be allowed (vide Scinde

Irregular Horse Record Book), and before the Establishment had been finally

settled, the Governor-General was recalled, and the scheme thrown aside. It was

again proposed, in consequence of some remarks of mine, by Lord Frederick

Fitz-Clarence; much correspondence took place on the subject, detailed statements

of establishment, &c., were prepared by me, and the matter was, I understood,

laid, before Government by the Commander-in-Chief. What became of the thing

afterwards I do not know. I am quite cei-tain that the plan might be carried

into effect with perfect success if everything were left to me to arrange as I

found best.

The battery recommended by the Commander-in-Chief I did not like, but my
objection was over-ruled ; this should be altered ; and I must have full powers to

select my own Officers, and to remove if found necessary moreover. I must be
relieved of the crushing absurdity of the Hindustanee passing order. I want
men to work not to talk. I should not require any extra European Officer for

my Horse Artillery, which I intend to be commanded by Native Officers. But
the Artillerv Officers must not be excluded from my choice, should I wish for one

to be appointed to the Scinde Irregular Horse. The best man, wherever he can

be found, is the onlv plan to ensure success. I must be allowed to be the sole

judge of the qualifications required in members of my corps, and be held

responsible for the result, the means being left to my discretion.

It would, I have not the least doubt, be perfectly easy and very advantageous

to the state to raise and organize Infantry on the same principles which I have

acted on with the Scinde Irregular Horse. Such Infantry would be the most

efficient in India. The only difficulty which I anticipate is the apparently invincible
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prejudice of authority. I must have no Courts-martial or Articles of War. I want iitii April, isss.

no lawyers among my men, neither do I wish to gx)vern them by force or by fear.

I will have " sober God-fearing men in my troops," as said old Cromwell,

and will govern them by appealing to their higher not to their basest attributes.

Actual crimes can be dealt with by me and my Lieutenants as civil magistrates

:

all else must be left entirely to my discretion.

The men should receive ten rupees a month each, and provide their own
arms, accoutrements, clothing, &c., &c., just as do the Scinde Irregular Horse

under regimental arrangements made and controlled by me. Nothing extra

to be furnished by Government'except hospital stores and hospital tent medicines,

ammunition and carriage for these. The establishment to be settled by me, and

1 send a memorandum of what I should propose herewith, I having full power

to enlist, discharge, promote, and reduce, also of fining or otherwise punishing

men without Articles of War as with the Scinde Irregular Horse.

The choice and removal of Officers to rest wholly with me. I should arm the

men with Rifles, and it would be our chief peculiarity, for which purpose the

amount of pay is calculated, that all should at all times be provided with proper

means of carriage of kit to take the field at a moment's notice, as with the Scinde

Irregular Horse.

Carriage for hospital and ammunition being permanently maintained at

Government cost.

Permanent Head-Quarters to be at Jacobabad, but the Corps to be available

for service anywhere, always returning, however, when its tour of service was

over. Families, pensioners, &c., to remain always at Head-Quarters.

The Scinde Irregular Horse, with two Infantry Regiments so organized, are

the only troops required for Scinde. None whatever are wanted in the interior

of the province. The foi-ce at Kurrachce is, I imagine, maintained without any

reference to the wants of the Province ; it being considered a convenient

residence for European troops.

A reserve force might then be maintained a,fc Kurrachee of one European

Regiment, two Field Batteries, and two Native Regiments. But in case of

troops being wanted elsewhere, the European Regiment might be withdrawn,

as also one Battery.

Four hundred men should be added to the foot Police in Upper Scinde, and

a like number to that of Hyderabad for guarding jails, civil treasuries, &c.

The military stations of Shikarpoor and Hyderabad to be abandoned in toto.

Naval station at Sukkur as at present. ( The whole of our Indian European

Horse Artillery ought long ago to have been sent to Turkey) I would keep

none in Scinde.

The Fi-ontier Brigade to form a distinct command under the Political

Superintendent and Commandant, who should be subject to the Commissioner

only. I should then necessarily cease to be Commandant of the Scinde

Irregular Horse ; the two Regiments of which would then be separated, each

second in command becoming Regimental Commander with the usual allowance

of 1,000 rupees ; the present Adjutants becoming seconds with a consolidated

allowance of not less than 600 (this is necessary), and new Adjutants being

appointed.

A Major of Brigade to be appointed as Staff for the Frontier Commander,

with a consolidated allowance of 700 rupees. The Commanding Officer to select,

as at present, one of his Officers to be Assistant Political Superintendent, and

perforin the duties of Deputy Collector, with an allowance of 250 rupees, &c.,

as at present.

The Commanding Officers and Seconds in Command of the Regiments to be

Assistant Magistrates under the Frontier Commander.

Pay to Commandant.

Pav and field allowances of his rank, with militarv staff pay . Rs. 1,500

Civil 500

It would be better to have nothing to do with the Belooche Battalions, the

men of which are detestably bad, and are of bad repute ; so that good men
would object to enter their ranks. The name goes a long way with respect to

recruiting ; and character becomes hereditary in militarj- bodies.
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mil April, 1855. No One knows better than I, also, the enormous difficulty attending the

attempt to engraft good principles on a bad stock. These Battalions should be

disbanded. The State is pajdng for a loss in every rupee which has been

or may be expended on them. The European Officers, if they would take kindly

to my principles, might join the new Regiments, in which, also, any (if there be

any) good men in the present Battalions might be incorporated; some, also,

might be engaged in the police.

The new Infantry Keoiments mifiht be the 1st and 2nd Battalion of Jacob's

Rifles. I should have preferred " Scinde Rifles," but they have such a Regi-

ment already in the Punjaub.

The Frontier Brigade, thus formed, would suffice to beat all Affghanistan on

the plain, while being always ready to move would give us immense advantages

over all other troops.

To give the Infantry a fair start, Government should advance the amount
necessary to purchase their ai'ms and accoutrements, recovering the money by

monthly stoppages of one rupee from each man.
The saving effected by this would be as follows :

—

Additions.

Two Troops of Silidar Horse Artillery,

Two Battalions of Rifles (800) each,

Eight hundred Foot Police.

Dispensed with at once.

One European Regiment,
One Troop of Horse Artillery,

One Field Battery,

Two Native Infantry Regiments,

Two Belooche Battalions.

Also, if necessary hereafter, one European Regiment, one Field Battery.

The saving effected in the first instance amounts to more than 60,000 rupees a

month, independently of Commissariat and such like heavy charges, while the

military force would positively be really greater in reality than at present :

activity would make up for weight.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB.

The Batteries I should propose for one Silidar Ti'oop would be 12-pound

Howitzers, with a Mountain Battery complete in store at Frontier Head Quarters.

REGIMENT OF JACOB'S RIFLES.

(Each Battalion.)

1 Commandant
1 Second in command
1 Adjutant (as in Native Infantry Regiment of the 1

Regular Army) J
1 Assistant-Siu'geon (as in Regular No. 9)

1 Soobadar Major
8 Soobadars

16 Jemadars
8 Company Havildar Majors
8 Pay Havildars

64 Havildars

64 Naiques
8 Buglers

616 Privates

Carried over

Consolidated pay
of each.

Eupees.

800
500

450

421

100
60
40
25
20
15

12

12

10

Total.

Rupees.

800
500

450

421

100
480
640
200
160
960
768
96

6,160

11,735
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Brought forward
EFFECTITE STAFF.

1 Native Adjutant
1 Native Quartermaster
1 Havildar Major
1 Quartermaster Havildar
1 Drill Havildar
1 Buyle iSIajor

1 Drill Naique
1 English Writer for C. O
1 Persian ditto for ditto

Stationery

Ditto, per company
8 Bheestees

1 Head Armourer
2 Armourers
2 Hammer-men
2 Bellows-boys ".

1 Gun-stocker
8 Lascars

Allowance for steel and charcoal

4 Doolies

1 Hospital Tent
2 Store Tents
1 Muccaduni

24 Bearers

HOSPITAL ESTABLISHMENT.

(^As usual.)

Carriage of ammunition and store tents

Ditto Hospital stores and tent

Total Company's Rupees..

Consolidated pay
of each.

Rupees.

50
45
30
25

25
30
20
50
30

30
20
12

8

30
6

Total.

Rupees.

11,735

50
45
30
25
25

30
20
50
30
60
40
64
30
40
24
16

30
48
60

7

120

120
30

12,729

lull April, 18.5.5.

It is intended that the Companies should be commanded by the Native
Officers, all accounts, &c., &c., being carried in the Persian language, as in the

Scinde Irregular Horse. The Ilegimeut being mustered in one roll, and not by
Companies.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB.
,

MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

No. 1,452.

Bombay Castle, \Zth April, 1855.

Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to

acknowledge your letter, No. 1,208, dated 19th ultimo, with its accompaniments,

and to state, for the infi)rmation of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,

that they will be forwarded to the Government of India.

2. I am at the same time to state that Major Jacob's statement was submitted

to the Government of India in the Political Department, under date the 9th
October last.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) T. MAUGHAN, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.
To the Adjutant-General of the Army.

(True copy.)

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Armv.

13th April, 1S5"
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latli April, 1855. -.-r _„_ ~,„__
No. 378 of 1855.

True copy forwarded for the information of Major Jacob, with reference to his

letter, No. 10, of the 1st February, 1855.

(By order.)

(Signed) R. 11. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain,

Assistant Adjutant-Genei'al.

Kurrachee, 26th April, 1855.

Hst April, 1855. SiR,

I have the honor to request the favor of your informing nie whether there

be any objection to fixing the assessment on all lands in the district under my
charge at one rupee per Beegah of 2,500 square yards per annum, without any

regard to season or crop.

I have maturely considered this matter, and feel quite convinced that this low

and simple assessment would yield a very greatly increased and probably

ultimately a maximum revenue.

I should propose that, as at present, one-third of the area ojf the land held by

a Zemeendar, and specified in his grant, be accounted as under cultivation, and

that on this the revenue, at the rate of one rupee per Beegah per annum, be

levied, however the land may be employed, and without respect to produce.

Under the proposed arrangement, all vexation whatever would be removed

from the collection of the revenue ; the ground once measured, and the area

recorded in the Zemeendar's " puttah," there will be no possible room for fraud

by any party, and the whole business would be reduced to the simplest possible form.

While the moderate rate of assessment proposed would enable us to dispense

with all remissions and other temporary or casual adjustments, which are the

most fertile sources of injury and fraud—of loss of revenue on the one hand, and

of careless improvidence on the other.

It seems to me quite unnecessary, and of evil consequence, to vary the assess-

ment with the nature of the produce cultivated. Where this is done, it is

tantamount to giving a premium for the inferior grains, &c., and also of inferior

skill and industry.

Let all pay alike for the use of the land, and the free action of natural laws

will speedily adj ust everything in the best possible manner, and of the soundest

possible basis.

That which yields the greatest return will be most cultivated, and the best

lands will be first taken, but increased cultivation of the more valuable grains

will speedily bring down their prices, and if there be a real demand for inferior

kinds they will rise in price, and again be cultivated in exact proportion to the

wants of the people.

As respects the quality of the lands, it does not vary so much in Upper Scinde

as to render it advisable to have a varying assessment on this account, while there

is an almost unlimited extent of new and hitherto waste lands in the district,

which is all perfectly able to bear the amount of assessment proposed.

There is sufficient good land available for all, and more than all, the cultivators,

and this will be the case probably for ages to come.

Under such circumstances, no inconvenience can arise from taxing all the

land alike, while the simplicity and certainty of the arrangement will, as much
as the moderate assessment, prove inducements to extend cultivation.

I should propose to guarantee to the Zemeendars, and to mention this in their

puttahs, that there should be no increase of assessment for a period of twenty

years, when revision might take place if thought necessary.

Payment of the land revenue to be considered due on the 1st May, annually,

for the past year.

I should point out that the settlement lately made by me, on an average of as

many years as wc could obtain a clear account of, assesses the land at

Rs. Ans.

Rubbee crop, per beegah . . . . . . 1 12

Kurreef crop, per beegah . . . . . .14
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But I am quite convinced that both of these are too high to yield a maximum 21st April, isss.

of revenue, and that the rate now proposed would prove far more productive to

the state.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, :\rajor,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.
KuiTachee.

No. 1,736.

Head-quarters, MahablesJiwar, 20th April, 1855.

From the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army to the Officer Commanding 20th April, hss.

Scinde Irregular Horse, Jacobabad.

Sir,

With reference to your letter, No. 15, of 15th February last, I am directed

by the Commander-in-Chief, to transmit to you the accompanying extracts from
a communication from this Department, to the address of the Secretary to

Government, Military Department, No. 1,138, of the 14th ultimo, and of the
Military Secretary's reply. No. 1,358, of the 5th instant, and to request that you
will nominate some other subaltern who has passed in Ilindustanee, and belonging
to a Regiment not having the full number of staff absentees (6) already detached,
for the appointment of Acting Adjutant, 2nd Scinde Irregular Horse, during
Lieutenant M. Green's absence.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) E. GREEN, Lieutenant-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER from the Adjutant-General of the Arjh- uth March, isss.

to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, No. 1,138. Dated
Mahableshwar, 14th March, 1855.

1. I have the honor to convey the ]\Iaj or-General's recommendation, that the
application made by ^lajor Jacob for the services of Lieutenant Alexander, of

the 22nd Regiment of Native Infantry, may be com])lied with as a special case.

2. I am further directed to convey the recommendation of the Commander of

the Forces that, upon the grounds set forth in Major Jacob's letter, the appoint-
ments of Commandant, 2nd in Command, and Adjutant of the Scinde Irregular

Horse, may be henceforth exempted from the rule which requires, as qualification

for " staff or other detached employment," that an Officer shall have passed as

interpreter in the Hindustance language. Government, I am to observe, have
long since exempted the staff appointment of Adjutant of Regiments of the Line
from the rule referred to, and the difficuhy which it presents to providing Officers

possessing the peculiar military qualifications required for the Scinde Horse,
appears to the Commander of the Forces to furnish infinitely stronger reasons for

extending the exception to all appointments in the latter corps.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER from the Secretary to Government, mu April, isss.

^Military Department, to the Adjutant-General of the Army, No. 1,358.

Dated Bombay Castle, 5th April, 1855.

In reply I am to request that you will draw the special attention of His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to the very strong terms in which the

Letter from the Secretary Government of India, as well as the Honorable Court in

No.'^,^d:;:dX1tViuS;
^^e letters noted in the margin (copies of which were

1851. forwarded to vou with the letters from this Dej)artment,

CourrNa rTdatcVard ^O" ^,344, dated the 28th August, 1851, and No. 159,
December, i85i'. dated 24th January, 1852), have denounced Major Jacob's

N N
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5th April, 1853. proposals to exempt the Officers of the Scinde Irregular Horse from the

operation of the passing rules.

His Lordship in Council directs me to state that the appointment of Lieutenant

Alexander cannot he sanctioned.

(True extracts.)

(Signed) EDWARD GREEN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

Ith M:iv, 185-)

1st Hay, 1833. SiR,

I have the honor to return my acknowledgments for your letter, No. 1,736,

of the 20th April, 1855, to my address, with accompaniments.

The Officers serving on the Scinde Frontier are required to work rather than

to talk, and I feel quite certain that were Government fully possessed of the

facts of the case, and fully aware of the nature of the country, of the climate, of

the people, and of the labor, my request would have been acceded to.

Time will, I am well aware, show the truth and justice of my views, but at

present it seems useless to say more than to express my gratitude for the support,

which on this as on former occasions I have received from His Excellency the

Commander-in-Chief.

As I understand that Lieutenant Hodgson, of the 22nd Regiment, also recom-

mended by me, has not yet passed in Hindustanee, though he be in my opinion

well qualified, I have now the honor to request that, if he be considered ineligible.

Ensign Kirkland, of the 29th Regiment N. I., may be appointed Acting Adj utant

of the Scinde Irregular Horse.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Sig-ned) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Commanding Scinde Ii'regular Horse.

To the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army,
Mahableshwar.

[Copies.]

From H. L. Anderson, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Bombay, to

H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde. Dated 4th May, 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

With reference to past correspondence relative to the payment to Major

John Jacob of a sum of money expended by him in the public service, from his

private funds, I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council,

to transmit for your information an extract paragraph 13, from a Despatch from

the ILmorable the Court of Directors, dated the 31st January last, No. 3.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 4ih May, 1855.

EXTRACT PARAGRAPH 13, from a Despatch from the Honble. the Court
OF Directors. Dated 31st January, No. 3, of 1855.

(8) RcpiivniiTit to Major Jacob of Rupees 20,244, whiclilio -p V, i o lir j." 1

certifie.l on lionnr to Ikivc been expended by him from his raragrapn 16. VV C entirely apprOVC
private luiids on account of the public service between 1847 \\i\s, reimbursement,
to 1853.
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No. 1,679 of 1855.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

True copies forwarded for tlic information of Major Jacob, Political Super-

intendent on the Frontier, in reference to my letter. No. 1,666, of the 9th June
last.

(Signed) n. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner.

Kurrucliee, l6fh Ma)/, 1855.

4tli May, 1855.

Sir, lull May, 1S5;

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1,529, of

the 5th May, 1855, to my address, and with reference to its subject to state that

the third class of Dispensary is the one I should recommend, but on referring to

the Government: Gazette Supplement oi the 12tli Februai-y, 1852, it does not

appear to mc that any of the rules there laid down regarding Dispensaries, can

be made Avith advantage applicable to Jacobabad.

AVhat is required here is not merely a charitable Dispensary, but a small

Civil Hospital for affording medical and surgical aid to the prisoners, the police,

and to the civil establishment, as well as to the ])cople generally.

It seems to me that by tar the best and most convenient mode of making the

required arrangement would be to sanction the erection of a hospital in connection

with the jail, and a proper medical establishment to conduct its duties.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent (m the

To the Commissioner in Scindc. Frontier of Upper Scindc.

MEMORANDUM.

New lands never before cultivated, or disused for ages, watered by the Begai'ec '^i»r^i>- isss.

Canal, granted to various Zemeendars up to the 15th ]\Lirch, 1855, in the

frontier district, consecjuent on the enlargement of that Canal, Beegahs 181,747-

One-third of this cultivated annually, yields, at the established assessment of

Rupees l:f per beegah, a permanent revenue of Rupees 75,727-

The above shows the clear permanent annual increase of revenue caused by the

enlargement of the Begaree Canal, and its branches, in tlie frontier (li.strirt alone.

Of the increase on the south bank I have no account, but it must be very great,

probably one half of the above. The correct amount can be ascertained from the

collector of Shikarpoor.

The total cost of the work of enlarging the Begaree and Noorwah, including

Bridges, amounts to Begaree .... 1,30,000

Noorwah .... 23,000

Bridges .... 9,000

Total .... 1,62,000 Oistt Ba: 1,62,000.

Tlio full amount of land which will bo brought under cultivation, by reason of

the enlargement of the Begaree and its branches, is not yet nearly attained ; new

grants are continuallv being applied for and assigned bv mc, and will, on a Total annual in-

moderate estimate, probably Rmount to 30,000 beegahs more,'yiclding an additional
'j'f f;j;[,i^,^Xtrio!

permanent annual increase of revenue of 12,500 ru])ecs in the frontier district oniv.fromtiiissource

Onlv.
Kupees 88,227.

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, ^tajor.

Political Superintendelit on the

Frontier of Upper Scinde.

The Memorandum above was sent to the Commissionef ih Scinde.
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[Copies.]

No. 102 of 1855.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

13th March, 1855. From H. B. E. Frere, Esquire, Commissioner in Scinde, to the Right Honble.
Lord Elphinstone, G.C.H., Governor and President in Council, Bombay.
Dated 13th March, 1855.

My Lord,
I have the honor to report that I have received from Major Jacob, Political

Received with letter. No. Superintendent on the Frontier, a Memorandum on the
47,ofthe6thFebruary,i855. gubjcct of a project for bringing under cultivation a

considerable part of the present desert between Scinde and Cutchee. In this

memorandum Major Jacob remarks that :

—

" The experience now acquired to the value of the soil of this desert, since
" the enlargement of the Begaree and Noorvvah Canals, shows that a supply of
" the Indus water alone is required to convert the virgin soil of the vast plain
" now lying perfectly bare, waste, and unproductive of even a blade of grass, into
" most rich and fertile corn fields. Cotton also grows in it with wonderful
" luxuriance, and there were, last year, in what had been hitherto the very centre
" of the desert, about 10 miles north of Jacobabad, large fields of this plant in

" the finest condition, and of great beauty.
" The desert itself is an almost perfectly level plain, but lying low, so that

" there is a considerable fall from the Indus to it, in every direction. I last year
" carried a line of level from Jacobabad alonjj the whole length of the Boodwah,
" Noorwah, and Begaree Canals, to the exit of the latter from the Indus. The
" level was taken along the bottoms of the Canals, and showed a fall of twenty-
" five feet, the distance being about fifty miles.

" The flow of water along the Noorwah, during the whole period it remains
" full, I have observed to be at the rate of one hundred and forty feet in a minute,
" continually, and with very little change of speed during the entire season.

" It is now proposed that a large Canal be taken from the Indus above
" Kusmore, say from the Mittree inlet, or thereabout. This spot stands about
" fifteen feet higher than the mouth of the Begaree, and the ground bevond
" Khyree Ghurree (to the neighbourhood of which it is proposed to lead the
" Canal), about eight and a half feet lower than Jacobabad. This gives a fall of

" about forty-eight and a half feet for the whole course, the distance being about
" 150 miles.

" It is proposed to lead the Canal from the spot above mentioned, along the
" boundary line between the British and Kclat territory, through the very heart
" of the desert, as far as the spot called Bagh, a few miles south-westward of

" Khyree Ghurree.
" The dimensions of the channel might be 96 feet wide at top, and 80 at

" bottom, and 8 feet deep. These give for area of section 88 x 8 = 704, length
" 150 miles = 792,000 feet.

" 792,000 X by 704 = 557,568,000 cubic feet of earth to be excavated.
" The ground is very favorable for such operations, and though labor is not

" plentiful, the excavation could probably be made at the rate of 1,000 feet per
" rupee ; this gives for first cost of the Canal 5,57,568 rupees.

" In addition to this, the annual clearance would cost about one-eighth of this

" sum, say Rupees 70,000.
" Some other expenses will alsa be incurred for bridges, &c., the whole of which

" will be amply provided for by a sum of 50,000 rupees, added to the first cost of

" the work.
" Some additional margin must be allowed also for contingencies. The return

" for this outlay may be estimated thus.
" About 1,500 square miles of land, now absolutely bare and waste, but capable

" of highly productive culture, would be brought under the plough.
" One-third of this area, according to the usage of the country, would always

" be productive, the other two-thirds lying fallow. A square mile of land under
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" actual cultivation yields here to Government, at the fair and moderate assess- i3th March, is^s.

" ment now established, about 1,700 rupees annually.
" The land revenue derivable from this Canal would then be 1,700 x 500 =

" 8,50,000, or ei<,rht and a half lacs per annum. ]}ut as one half of the lands
" cultivated by means of the Canal would lie beyond the British boundary, in

" the Kelat territory, the revenue of that portion would be, according to

" established agreement, made when settling the boundary, equally divided
" between the Kelat and the British Government. This causes a deduction of
" one-fourth, leaving for total annual profit 8,50,000 x f = 6,37,500, six lacs,

" thirty-seven thousand five hundred rupees, or considerably more than a
" hundred ])er cent, on the outlay.

" The value of such a Canal, for the purposes of navigation, &c.,itis, perhaps,
" not requisite here to enter into, as an additional argument in favor of the
" scheme ; but these collateral advantages must, nevertheless, be verv great.

" From inquiries which I have made, I am clearly convinced that sufficient

" people would be forthctmiing, both to execute the work and permanently to

" cultivate the land of the desert. Most of the inhabitants of Cutchee, and
" many of the hill people would flock to the work. .

" I have been turning this project over in my mind for some years past, but
" the results seemed so startling in proportion to the means required, that I was
" diffident in bringing forward the scheme.

" However, the more I think over the matter, the more practical does the
" work appear, and the more certain the result. It seems, therefore, to be my
" duty to mention it.

" On explaining my project to some of the best informed natives, I learn that
" a somewhat similar woi'k was undertaken, and actually commenced long ago
" by Meer Noor Mahomed ; some progress was made, and the old Noorwah at

" Koomree, lately cleared and banked by Jummall Khan's Doombkces, was a
" portion of the work.

" But the imdertaking was abandoned in consequence of its having been
" attempted to execute the work by forced labor, which was found very injurious

" to the people, and ruinous to the success of the project."

2. Having referred this project for the opinion of the Consulting Engineer,

and requested that Officer to favor me with any remarks which might occur to .

him, he observed :
—

" 1st. Although I think Major Jacob over sanguine with respect to the return

No. 386, of26th February, " to be anticipated from the proposed Canal, yet, if even
'^55- " ^th of the estimated profit can be ensured, the advantage
" of the undertaking to Government would be too obvious to need comment."
To this IVIajor Jacob remarked :

—

" In my opinion, the observatiims contained in Colonel Turner's first

, ^
" paragraph are j)robably perfectly con-ect ; the advantages

' " of the Canal proposed" ])y me may not prove nearly so

" great as I think that there is reason confidently to believe that they will be.

" But the general proposition must, I think, without doubt, hold true, namely,
" that such a Canal must and would prove enormously remunerative to

" Government, and, therefore, that it woidd bo wise to make it. This seems to

" be the real question for consideration ; I did not, and do not, pretend to minute
" accuracy of detail in this matter, nor to assign correctly the actual amount of

" profit which must accrue."

Lieutenant-Colonel Turner further remarked :

—

" 2ndly. I gather from the report that the diffi.>rcnces of level from Jacobabad

Colonel Turner's second " to the mouth of tlie Begarce and along the Boorwah and
paragraph. u Noorwah, are all that have been actually observed, and
" that tlutse from the mouth of thcBegaree to the proposed spot for ccmnnenring
" tlie Canal above Kusmore, and from Jacobabad to the proposed tail beyond
" Khyree Glmrree, have been only estimated. I may be wrong, however, in this

" assumpti<m, but I advise, before submitting the project to Government, that

" an accurate longitudinal sectitm of the whole Canal be obtained."

To this Major Jacob replied :

—

" The suppositi<m in Colonel Turner's second ]iarairra]ih is correct, but the

" question of level is, however, nevertheless, certainly decided. The Desert
" itself is an almost perfectly dead level plain, but into it the Indus water runs
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i:jtii ^fa^c1^. i8r>5. " from every direction whence a channel may be cut. Thus, the Canals from
" the tail of the Begaree run already nearly to Khyra Ke Ghurree, and the
" water in them is close to the surface of the ground. The same occurs with
" regard to the Canals from the Noorwah ; these Canals have to be banked up
" instead of being excavated, The old Canal, ' Khyrec Ki Koor,' which supplies

" the lands of Khyree Ghurree itself, proceeds from the Shikarpoor Sind Canal.
" The heads of all these feeders are at a very much lower level than the Eiver
" at the point whence I propose to lead the great Desert Canal. This question
" of levels then appears to be as satisfactorily settled as if a regular longitudinal
" section of the whole line had been made, and it seemed to me quite unnecessary
" to make this. We know the rate with which the water will flow along the
*' proposed channel, and the best measured level could tell us no more. At all

" events, sufficient is known in this respect to enable correct decision on the
" merits of the proposed scheme to be arrived at, and if still thought necessary,

" the line of level can be taken. It may be well to bear in mind, however, that
" the delay caused by such preliminaries in this part of the world is a most
" serious matter, and that in the instance of the Begaree Canal, the work
" completed a year ago would not yet have been commenced had it been
" necessary to wait for instruments and Surveyors to be sent here for the purpose
" of executing a regular survey and levels along the line. The surveying
" instruments ordered by Government to be supplied to me, and which were
" despatched to my address by the Chief Engineer from Bombay, in March,
" 1854, only reached me on the l6th ultimo, and then in a state totally

" unserviceable. The success of the execution of the work of the Begaree Canal,
" although our proceedings were somewhat irregular, seems sufficient to warrant
" the supposition that a similar method might answer equally well with the
" proposed work."

Lieutenant-Colonel Turner further observed :

—

" 3rdly. I am not aware of the direction of the boundary line between British

Colonel Turner's third " Scindc and the Kclat territory ; but to derive the greatest
paragraph. 6» advantage from the proposed Canal, it should be led along
" the highest ridge of the land to be watered. The strip of land is 150 miles
*' long, and averages teti miles wide ; if the boundary be not in the highest part
" of the breadth, the portion above it cannot readily be watered. To convey the
" water from the main Canal to the lower portions of the land, from five to ten
" miles off, a large number of subsidiary Canals will be requisite, and for these
" the estimate does not provide."

To this Maj<ir Jacob replied :

—

" Tbat the direction of the boundary line mentioned lies nearly due west from
" the Eiver, until it arrives at about the meridian of Jacobabad. The country
" generallv is so level, that no difficulty would be expei-ienced in the matter of

" supplying all the arable land along the course of the Canal, though some
" hollows would have to be banked, or these might be allowed to fill, when they
" would yield large wheat crops in the dry season. The subsidiary Canals
" alluded to would all be made bv private persons, without costing the State a
" farthing of direct expenditure. At the tail of the Begaree private Zemeendars
" are now excavating Canals ten miles in length."

Further, Colonel Turner remarked:

—

" 4thlv. The project is at present not sufficiently perfected to admit of correct

Colonel 'i'urner's fourth " Calculation ; but I am very confident that the Canal will

liaragraph. u
l^g quite sufficient in dimension*!! to water 500 square miles

" of land."

To this INIajor -Tacob replied :

—

" The ol)jectioil in Colonel Turner's fourth paragraph occurred to me, but
" after considering the subject well, I feel convinced that the water will prove
" sufficient for the supply of the area mentioned by me. Thf Bogaree supplies

" water sufficient for the irrigation of more than 300 square miles of cultivation,

" and the proposed chanilel haS double the average area of seciioh of that
" Canal. Again, if hereafter the delTlaiid for water be greater than the supply,

" it will liH easy to enlarge the Canal, with corresponding advantage.'

In conclusion, Colonel Turner remarked :—

'
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" 5thly. Again, I am (M|ually coiifulcTit that the rate will be wholly iitii :\i;iroii, 1855

Colonel Turner's fifth
" iiisufhciout : 0110 rupce pcr 1,000 cubic feet is a very low

paragruijii. a ^ato indeed. ^lajor Jacob's rate for enlarging and
" clearing the Begaree was only 2l6 cubic feet for the rupee—about 4 rupees
" 10 annas per 1,000 cubic feet. That, however, was excessively high.
" Lieutenant Fife's rate for the Narra was 2^ rupees per 1,000 feet, and you
" are aware it was found insufficient."

To this Major Jacob observed that :

—

" Colonel Turner's remark in his fifth paragraph is, I believe, most just; but
" in the rate assumed I rely, and I think with safety, on the peculiarly popular
" natui-e of the work, and its peculiar locality. I think that it will be
" possible to induce great numbers of men from the Kelat territory to labor at

" it at a very moderate rate of hire ; and to this circvmistance 1 alluded in

" proposing the work. However, the rate mentioned by me may possibly pro\e
" far too low. A sickly season might more than double it, or other causes
" interfere. This must, of course, be considered ; but it ap))ears to me that,

" after all deductions, there will still be most ample profit in the whole transac-

" tion. The expense of annual clearance of the Canal is mentioned by me in my
" former letter on the subject ; and is, I think, liberally estimated at 70,000
" rupees, thus :

—

Rupees.

" Annual revenue from Canal. ..... 6,37,500
" Deduct annual clearance ..... 70,000

5,67,500
" Total cost estimated by me .... . 5,57,568

"

3. In submitting the proposition in its present shape for the consideration of

Government, I trust your Lordship in Council will not consider me unmindful of

the orders I have received relative to the detail in which estimates for pul)lic

works should be laid before Government.

4. The facts alluded to l)y Major Jacob, and shown in the map (of A\hich

three copies are enclosed), prove beyond a doubt

1st.—That water taken from the Indus as low down as the mouth of the

Begaree (thirtv-five miles above Sukkur), reaches the desert between Hussan
Ke Ghurree, Jacobabad, and Minotee ; that fnmi the Shikarpoor Sind Canal

flows to the desert at Khyra Ghurree ; and that from the Ghar to Dost Ali,

Shahdad])()or, and Shah Juniallee.

2nd.—That the whole oftlu; district he proposes to traverse is so nearly a dead

level as to require very careful observation to detect the slope, and that the

proposed head of his Canal being some 60 miles above the mouth of the Begaree,

75 above that of the Sind, and 120 above the mouth of the (ihar, and ha\ing,

consequently, so much more fall, must be amply high enough to irrigate the

whole of the tract referred to.

3rd.—Tiiat the project is so far feasible, and that even doubling the expenses

and halving the returns, as estimated by Major Jacob, it leaves a very handsome
profit to Government.

4. Under these circumstances, I have ventured to submit the project for the

favorable consideration of Government, and respectfully to recommend that tli(>

necessarv sanction be obtaincMl for ])r()(ceding with the work as soon as any

further information which your Lordship in Council may require can be furnished.

5. As frequent reference has been made to the enlargement of the Begaree

Canal, I have annexed a memorandum from Major Jacob, showing th(> total cost

and returns of that work, and also an abstract of the returns of boats which

have traversed it since its enlargement. It will be borne in mind that, previous

to the enlargement of the Canal, no boats could traverse it, and that large boats

now come to within five miles of Jacobabad.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) H. B. E. FEE RE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Commissioner's Office, \2>th March, IS55.
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Lieutenant Henrj' Green, while on leave in Europe, volunteered for service in
the Russian war in Turkej' ; he was appointed Major in the Irregular Cavalry
to be raised by General Beatson, but delay occurring in the raising of this

corps, did not join that force, but proceeded to' the Crimea, where he was
appointed Captain of Engineers in the English army. Lieutenant Green served
in that capacity with high distinction throughout the siege of Sebastopol imtil

he received a severe wound from a rifle ball in the head which compelled him to
return to England. On this occasion the following letters were published.

Head- Quarters before Sehastopol, May Ath, 1855.

4th May, 1855. SlE,

I am directed by Major-General Harry D. Jones, Commanding Royal
Engineers, to inform you, with reference to your letter of this day's date tendering

the resignation of your appointment as Assistant Engineer, that in submitting
the same to the Commander of the Forces, His Lordship was pleased to

sanction vou so doing in the followingf terms, viz. :

—

" I have no objection : but I beg him to accept my best thanks for the good
" services he has rendered. I hope he will soon recover from his wound.

" (Signed) RAGLAN."

The Major-General also desires me to add that during the period you have
performed the duties assigned to you entirely to his satisfaction, and with credit

to yourself.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) E. BOURCHIER,
Captain, Royal Engineers, Brigade Major.

To Captain H. Green, Assistant Engineer,

Right Attack.o

i7th April, 1855, My Lord,
The fire of both the French and English armies has been continued upon

Sebastopol since I addressed your Lordship on the 14th instant, and though
superior to that of the enemy, it has not produced that permanent effect which
might have been anticipated from its constancy, power, and accuracy.

The guns of the Russians have been turned upon some of our advanced works

in vast numbers, and in one particular instance the injury sustained by a battery

was so great, that the unremitting exertions of Captains Henry and Walcot, and
the gallantry and determination of the Artillerymen under their orders, alone

enabled them to keep up the fire and to maintain themselves in it.

In another battery yesterday a shell burst close to the magazine, which in

consequence exploded, killing, I am much concerned to say, one man, wounding
two more severely, and seven in a less degree.

Both the batteries I have mentioned have been repaired and restored to their

original condition.

I enclose the list of casualties that have arisen between the 13th and 15th

instant. I have to lament the loss of two young and promising Officers who had
only lately joined the army—Lieutenant Preston, of the 88th Regiment, and
Lieutenant Mitchell of the Artillery ; and I regret to add that two others have

been severely wounded—Captain Green, of the East India Company's Service,

who has been employed throughout the siege as an Assistant Engineer, with

great credit to himself and every advantage to the service, and Captain Donovan,

of the 33rd, who has most zealously served from the commencement of the

campaign.

The French blew up several small mines in front of the Bastion du INIat, after

sunset on Sunday evening, with a view to establish a parallel on the spot. This

operation greatly alarmed the enemv, who at once commenced a heavy fire of

cannon and musketry in every direction from that part of the town, which they

kept up for a considerable time. It occasioned no harm on our left attack, upon
which a part of it was directed, and I hope did little injury to our Allies.

Several hundreds of the Russian Cavalrv and a small bodv of Cossacks
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appeared on the low range of heights in front of Balaklava this morning, and I'tu April, isss.

remained about an hour, when they retired, the greater portion by the bridge of

Tractea. The object of this movement was probably a rcconnoissance.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) RAGLAN.
To the Lord Panmure, &c.

No. 1,881 of 1855.

TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT, REVENUE.

To the Commissioner in Scinde.

COPY OF THE RESOLUTION passed by Government under date 5th May, stu May, is5r,.

1855, on a Letter from the Commissioner in Scinde, No. 102, dated 13th

March, 1855 (with accompaniments), submitting a scheme for bringing

under cultivation a considerable part of the desert between Scinde and

Cutchee.

Although His Lordship in Council approves highly of the project of a Canal

from the Indus, near Kusmore, for the irrigation of the desert between Scinde

and Cutchee, he is precluded by Mr. Frere's omission to send a detailed plan and

estimate of the work, from forwarding it for the required sanction of the

Government of India.

2. Mr. Frere's attention should again be drawn to this point—that, as the

Government of India have issued the most stringent instructions on the subject,

this Government cannot forward for sanction any projected work whatever that

is not accompanied by the required detailed plan and estimate.

3. In the present instance, although Government is convinced of the

feasibility and almost certain profitable result of the proposed Canal, yet they

observe that Colonel Turner has expressed grave doubts on many of the data on

which the present conjectural estimate is founded. The amount which will be

required at first outlay on the construction of the work is as yet an unknown

quantity, and His Lordship in Council need hardly point out to the Commissioner

in Scinde, that, however certain the eventual remuneration may be, it is absolutely

necessary, for financial reasons, that Government should know (iccumfclij what

sums arc required for the prosecution and completion of the public works under

construction.

(Signed) W. HART,
Secretarj- to Government.

True copies forwarded to the Political Superintendent on the Frontier of

Upper Scinde, for his information.

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

Kurrachee, 22nd Mai/, 1855.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of copies of correspondence

with Government regarding a Canal proposed by me, to be cut from the Indus,

above Kusmore, through the heart of the desert between Scinde and Cutchee.

With respect to the expressions contained in the resolution of Government

on this matter, I beg leave to point out that I have forwarded a detailed plan and

estimate for the work in question, all details being discussed and cx])lained in

my letter to you on the suljject, with as much correctness as if they had been set

forth in any other forni wliatisver.

I thought it my duty to point out how, for an outlay of about five lacs of

rupees, at least an equal sum could be added to the annual revenue of Government,

and many other collateral advantages thereby also secured.

If Government disapproves of this proceeding on my part, I beg to express my
regret that I should ever have brought the scheme to its notice, and there is an

end of the matter for the present.

o Q

29tli Mav, IS.M.
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29th itay. 1S55. But I beg that it may not be supposed that the proposed work rests on uncertain

data, or that my estimate of its cost is " conjectural" only. The data I used are

the most perfect which exist, and the conclusions arrived at are precise.

The length of the proposed Canal is accurately known and laid down, its

dimensions are precisely given, and as to the levels, there is no more certain

method of ascertaining them within the reach of human art, than the method
depended on by me, that of running water. The estimate which Government
supposes to be conjectural is no more so than is any calculation regarding any

future circumstance whatever.

Neither is the amount required in the first instance an unknown quantity; it is

precisely given by me, namely, 5,57,568 rupees, so that Government does know
accurately what sum is required for the prosecution and completion of the

proposed work, supposing the circumstances to be in their usual average state.

No human foresight can attain further certainty than this. Alteration in

these cii'cumstances, such as sickly seasons, physical changes in the country, &c.,

&c., must, as pointed out by me, necessitate alteration in the cost of the work.

The doubts expressed by Colonel Turner, and alluded to by Government, have

already been met by me with observations of facts.

It would be easy to give a maximum estimate which should cover all charges,

but such an estimate would be far less accurate than the probable amount
calculated by me on the medium and average state of things.

The rate of laborers' hire must be most correctly ascertained and calculated

by obtaining the best local opinions on the subject, as I have done. The
assuming any other rate implies not the least more accuracy, whatever appearance

of precision may be given to it. In fact, the estimate admits of no better data

than those on which I have founded it.

Some margin must be allowed, or an extreme estimate be sanctioned. But it

may be well to bear in mind that the cost to Government of delay in the

execution of this work is assuredly not less than five lacs of rupees per annum
;

and it may be worth while to consider whether any conceivable formality of

estimate would be an equivalent advantage.

It is for Government to determine this point. I have done my best to serve

the State in this matter, and Government may be well assured that, if six lacs

of rupees were sanctioned for the work, if I were empowered to make any

arrangements I thought advisable with the Kelat authorities with regard to this

matter, as respects our boundary line, &c., and if the business were in all other

respects left to me to carry out as best I could, the work would, in all human
probability, be fully and fairly accomplished, as have hitherto been other similar

works on a smaller scale.

It may not be amiss here to call attention to the remark of Colonel Cautley,

appearing in paragraph 7, page 64, of the printed " Papers on the Irrigation of

the Agi'a District
;

" it is as follows :

—

" A Government, as well as individuals, gets frightened at estimates ; an array
" of figures smothers at its birth many and useful projects.

" When looking at the magnificent Cathedrals in Eui-ope, the question arose
" in my mind whether, if they had been begun on estimate, they would ever
" have been completed, and I concluded that the chances were greatly against
" them."

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.

.liicoliabad, SiR,
13th June, 18.75.

J \\a\e the honor to forward the accompanying Return called for in your

letter. No. 1,932, dated 6th June, 1855, to my address.

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed) JOHN JACOB, Major,

Political Superintendent on the

To the Commissioner in Scinde, Frontier of Upper Scinde.

Kurrachee.
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